PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 

GRAND LODGE 



OF MINNESOTA, 


AT ITS 


yWE|MTY-]?OUF{TH *CjR/\|MD ^\jVNU/\L JjOJVIMUJNlC/\TION 
IN THE CITY OF ST. PAUL, 

Jan, ® 9 m & 11 9 A , JD, 187 7 9 A,\ L,\ 5877 , 


pRDERED TO BE j^.EAD IN ALE THE J^OIOGES. 


M.- W.\ J. C. BRADEN, G.\ M.\, Litchfield. 
R. 1 . W.\ A. T.C. PIERSON, G.*. S.*., St. Paul. 


ST. PAUL : 


THE PIONEER PRESS COMPANY. 

1877. 




PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 



TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 


FIRST DAY. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the Constitution, the Grand 
Lodge of Minnesota convened at Masonic Hall, St. Paul, on 
Tuesday, January 9th, 1877, at 12 o’clock, m. 

The Grand Master, assisted by the following officers, opened 
a Lodge of Master Masons preparatory to the opening of the 
Grand Lodge : 

GRAND OFFICERS. 


M.*. W.\ J. C. Braden 

R. *. W. \ I. B. Cummings . . . 
*R.*. W.\ C. H. Benton, as 
R. *. W. *. A. J. Edgerton . . . 

R.\ W.*. G. A. Camp 

R.*. W.\ A. T. C. Pierson.. 
R.-. W.*. E. W. Durant.... 
R.*. W.\ Isaac B. Lincoln. 
R.\ W.\ John H. Brown. . 

R.-. W.-. J. A. Garver 

R.\ W. *. D. M. Baldwin — 
R.\ W-*. A. Richardson... 


Grand Master. 

. .Deputy Grand Master. 
. Grand. Senior Warden. 

. . Grand Junior Warden. 

■ Grand Treasurer. 

Grand Secretary. 

Grand Orator. 

Grand Standard Bearer. 
. . Grand Senior Deacon. 
..Grand Junior Deacon. 
• Grand Senior Steward. 
Grand Tyler. 


* K-.'. Wi*. Henry R. Wells, Grand Senior Warden, was detained from coming- to the 
Grand Lodge on account of the death of his mother. — Gs. Sec. 
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PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 


M.\ W.\ A. T. C. Pierson... 

M.\ W.-. C. W. Nash 

M.\ W.\ G. B. Cooley 

M.\ W.\ Charles Griswold 
R.\ W.\ Aaron Goodrich. . - 
R.\ W.\ Henry N. Setzer.. 

R.*. W.\ D. B. Loomis 

R.\ W.*. W. T. Rigby 

R.\ W.\ R. A. Jones 

R.\ W.\ J. N. Castle 

R.\ W.*. Sam. E. Adams 

R.\ W.-. Edgar Nash 

R.\ W.*. Wm. Lee 

R.\ W.\ A. C. Smith 

R. •. W. \ Fred Joss 

R.\ W.*. E. P. Barnum 


Past Grand Master. 

Past Grand Master. 

Past Grand Master. 

Past Grand Master. 

• Past Deputy Grand Master. 
.Past Deputy Grand Master. 

• Past Deputy Grand Master. 
.Past Deputy Grand Master. 

• Past Deputy Grand Master. 
.Past Deputy Grand Master. 

• Past Senior Grand Warden. 
.Past Senior Grand Warden. 
.Past Junior Grand Warden. 
Past Junior Grand Warden. 
Past Junior Grand Warden. 

• Past Junior Grand Warden. 


Representatives of one hundred and one Lodges responded to 
the call of the roll. 

There being a constitutional number of Lodges represented, the 
Grand Master proceeded to open the Grand Lodge of Minnesota 
in AMPLE FORM. 

P.‘. G.'. M.\ Griswold, officiating as Grand Chaplain. 


COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

The Grand Master appointed the brothers Grand Secretary, J. 
A. Olds and W. M. Falconer, a Committee on Credentials. 

PAY ROLL. 

On motion of brother Camp, the Grand Master appointed the 
Committee on Pay Roll, consisting of brothers G. A. Camp, 
O. H. Page and A. Marden. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On motion of brother R. A. Jones, it was — 

Resolved , That all Master Masons, in good standing, be invited to seats 
in the Grand Lodge during its session. 

On motion of P.*. G.'. M.*. Griswold, , the reading of the 
record of the proceedings of the last Annual Communication was 
dispensed with. 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS REPORT. 

The Grand Secretary having compiled a list of representa- 
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tives from the returns in advance of the session, the committee 
were enabled to make the report without delay, which was 
adopted, as follows : 

St. Johns, No. t . . - . ~ * . . . - . . R. Lemicke, W.\ M.‘. 

Leonard Clark, S, - . W,-. 

J. A. Johnson, j. ■■ W.\ 

Cataract, No, Henry M. Ken i, W ■ F ■ M- 

St. Paul, No. 3. ..... . \V. R. Johnson, proxy for W, \ M.\ 

S. D, Downs, S.\ W.\ 
j. F. Pannell, J,\ W,\ 

Hennepin, No. 4 ............. C, H. Benton, W.\ M. t . 

H. P. Hungerford, S.-. W.\ 

Ancient Landmark, No. 5 ....... . .Orville G. Miller, W.\ M\ 

W. P. Jewett, S,'. W.\ 

W. D. Cornish, J. . W.\ 

Dakota, No. ^ C, O, Ball, proxy. 

Irving Todd, S.n W.\ 

Red Wing, No. 8 L. A. Hancock, M.n 

S. J. Wills rd, S,\ W.\ 

W- H. Putnam, J.'. W.\ 

Faribault, No. 9 C< N. Daniels, W.\ M. 

Man t orville, No. 11 A. LcDuc, proxy. 

Mankato, No. 12 .................. II. McMurtie, W. \ M, u 

Wapahasa, No. 14. . * Win. Box, J. ■. W. ■. 

Moniicellot No. 16. ........John A. Holler, J.% W. h . 

Hokah, No, 17 .....Not represented. 

Winona, No. iS W. G. Dye, proxy. 

Minneapolis, No. 19.. George M, Hunt, W.\ M,'. 

D. M. Slosson, J.\ W.-. 

Caledonia, No. 20 C. Ai Coe, proxy. 

Rochester, No. 21 ...... R. A, Jones, proxy. 

Pleasant Grove, No. t O. H. Page, W.\ M.\ 

L C. Bard well, proxy for S.\ W.’. 

L. D. Rosier, J,-. W.\ 

North Star, No. 23. ............. . - James E. Wing, W, ■. M>. 

J. V. Brower, S.*. W.*. 

L, W. Collins, proxy for J.\ W. *« 

Wilton, No. 24..... * J, A. Canfield. W,\ Mr. 

G. H. Woodbury, proxy for 5 .-. W*. 
Hugh Wilson, Jr. W.\ 

Western Star, No, 26 Wm. P- Sergeant, W.\ M. + . 

Blue Earth Valley, No. 27 -T. L, Rice, W.n Mr. 

Clearwater, No. z8 -...James Ccj] grove, W.\ M.\ 

Morning Star, No. 29 ............ .J> C. Day, proxy. 

Anoka, No. 30- ........... ..... . . .Oscar L. Cutter, W. - . M. v. 

John J. Giddings, Sr. Wr. 

Geo. L. Darning. W.‘. M.\ 

David Musser, S.n W. \ 


King Hiram, No. 31 
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Sakatah, No. 32 L. Z. Rogers, W.*. M.-. 

G. A. Blair, S.-. W.\ 

Star in the East, No. 33 A. C. Dodge, W.\ M.\ 

N- C. Larsen, proxy for J.‘. W.*. 

Oriental, No. 34 Austin Denning, W.\ M.‘. 

Norman Daniels, J. *. W.\ 

Mount Moriah, No. 35 Wm. Lee, W.‘. M. - . 

Dietrich Becker, J.*. W.\ 

Preston, No. 36 W. W. Braden, S.*. W.*. 

Mystic Tie, No. 37 Henry B. Powers, W.*. M.\ 

Washington, No. 38 S. S. Hitchcock, proxy. 

Fidelity, No. 39 1 - Ingmundson' proxy for W.\ M.\ 

W. T. Wilkins, proxy for S.\ W.*. 
Wm. A. Richards, J.*. W.\ 

Cornelian, No. 40 Not represented. 

Harmon, No. 41 Chas. B. Anderson, W.\ M.\ 

B. B. Cheny, proxy for S.\ W.\ 

Hope, No. 42 A. P. Fitch, W. *. M. ■. 

Harmony, No. 43 r O. W. Hunt, J.‘. W.*. 

King Solomon, No. 44 H. C. Carter, W.*. M.\ 

Isaac Lincoln, S.*. W. *. 

Union, No. 45 Roswell Tousley, W.\ M.\ 

F. Cadwell, proxy for S.*. W.‘. 

N- W. Bangs, proxy for J.’. W.\ 

Evergreen, No. 46 H. H. Strau, W.\ M.\ 

Concord, No. 47 B. Welton, proxy for W.*. M.\ 

Henry Zimmerman, J. \ W.*. 

Social, No. 48 F. A. Noble, W.-. M.\ 

Rising Sun, No. 49 M. Sullivan, J.-. WV. 

Watertown, No. 50 E. Hainlin, proxy for S.‘. W.*. 

Orlow M. Mapes, J.*. W.*. 

Acacia, No. 51 Alfred L. Holman. W.\ M.\ 

Cannon River, No. 52 Isaac Pope, proxy. 

Nicollet, No. 54 Thos. Montgomery, W.\ M.*. 

E. S. Pettijohn, S.‘. W.\ 

W. H. Ives, proxy for J.*. W.\ 

Zion, No. 55 J. H. McCourt, W.\ M.-. 

Meridian, No. 56 Wm. Stafford, W.*. M.-. 

Blue Earth City, No. 57 Jacob A. Kiester, W.\ M.\ 

Spring Valley, No. 58 S. C. Lobdill, S.’. W.*. 

Temple, No. 59 Calvin L. Todd, W.\ M.*. 

Star in the West, No. 60 H. P. Gallup, proxy. 

Ashlar, No. 61 W. E. Smith, W.\ M.\ 

Star, No. 62 J. H. Smart, S.-. W.\ 

Illustrious, No. 63 Henry R. Geary, W.-. M.*. 

Chain Lake, No. 64 Francis S. Livermore, W.\ M.*. 

Golden Rule, No. 65 R. H. Sanderson, W.-. M.\ 

Madelia, No. 66 W. R. Marvin, proxy. 

Corinthian, No. 67 J. M. D. Craft, S.\ W.*. 
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Mystic Star, No. 69 

Faynesville, No. 71 

Lansing, No. 72 

Brownsville, No. 73 

Minneiska, No. 74 

Eureka, No. 75 

Joppa, No. 76 

Tuscan, No. 77 

Mystic Circle, No. 78 

Palestine, No. 79 

Henderson, No. 80 

Constellation, No. 81 


Howard, No. 82 

Huram Abi, No, 83 

Orient, No. 84 

High Forest, No. 85 

Tyrian, No. 86 

Doric, No. 87 

Golden Fleece, No. 89 ... . 

Good Faith, No. 90 

Antiquity, No. 91 

Fraternal, No. 92 

Unity, No. 93 

Keystone, No. 94 

Sherburne, No, 95 

Libanus, No. 96 

Prudence, No. 97 

Charity, No. 98 

Corner Stone, No. 99 

Aurora, No. 100 

Fraternity, No. 101 

Lebanon, No. 102 

Bethel, No. 103 

Sharon, No. 104 

Shilo, No. 105 

Mount Tabor, No. 106. . ■ • 

Adoniram, No. 107 

Relief, No. 108 

Sunset, No. 109 

Pickwick, No. no 

Carver, No. in 


..B. F. Willotson, S.\ W.\ 

..A. Leroy Elliott. W. *. M.*. 

..J. W. George, W.\ M.-. 

■ - Not represented. 

. - Not represented. 

..C. A. Roy, W.-. M.\ 

• -J. G. Thompson, W.\ M.‘. 

M. M. Clark, proxy for S.*. W. *. 
..George W. Comee, W.\ M.\ 

-F. N. Goodrich, W.\ M.\ 

J. P. Kingsland, S.*. W.*. 

..James A. Olds, W.\ M.\ 

. Charles B. Thimens, W. \ M. \ 

. .F. D. Van Hoesen, W.\ M.\ 

F. E. Lewis, S.\ W.*. 

Geo. A. Bradley, J. •. W.\ 
-Smith Dewees, S.\ W.*. 

•John Fern, W.\ M.\ 

• E. N. Berry, W.\ M.\ 

■ •Cyrus Converse, W.\ M.\ 

• G. Maxwell, proxy. 

-H. A. Parks, W.\ M-.\ 

.J. A. Braden, W.\ M.\ 

-Alex. Fiddes, W.‘. M.\ 

-E. A. Chandler, W.\ M.\ 

. H. Campbell, W.\ M.\ 

.Not represented. 

.Thomas J. Murfin, W.\ M.\ 

■J. Featherstone, W.\ M.‘. 
Charles S. Wheaton, S.\ W. *. 

• Clint. Ellsworth, W.\ M.‘. 

Lee Hensley, proxy for S.\ W.*. 

. C. H. Smith, proxy. 

• Albert Marden, W. *. M.\ 

■ H. G. Stordock, S.-. W.\ 

• Thomas C. Bivins, W.*. M.*. 

-J. P. Durfie, proxy. 

-A. F. Nash, J.\ W.-. 

.C. E. Davis, S.*. W.-. 

-B. F. Jenness, W.*. M.*. 

• Geo. A. S trout, W.\ M. . 

E. A. Grant, J.*. W.\ 

• T. C. Shapleigh, proxy. 

• Not represented. 

■ O. H. Phillips, W.\ M.*. 

•John N. Porter, W.\ M.** 

.James L. Finch, W. \ M.-. 

. W. H. Mills, W.\ M.*. 

E. H. Lewis, S.-. W.-. 
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Khurum, No. 112 E. A. Gove, W.\ M.’. 

John H. Noble, proxy for S.*. W.*. 
Edward J. Davenport, J.'. W.\ 

Excelsior, No. 113 O. C. Meaker, W.*. M.*. 

Ben Franklin, No. 114...* Not represented. 

Elgin, No. 1 15 Enoch Dickerman, W.*. M.\ 

Lafayette, No. 116 Stephen Ives, S.-. W.\ 

Granite, No. 117 Not represented. 

Newport, No. 11S Frank C. Ford, S.\ W. *. 

Delta, No. 119 Not represented. 

Bismarck, No. 120 W. M. Falconer, W.*. M.\ 

Grand Meadow, No. 121 Monson O. Wilsie, W.\ M.\ 

Kellogg, No. 122 1 . E. Gage, W.\ M.*. 

Prairie, No. 123 Not represented. 

Janesville, No. 124 RobertO. Craig, W.\ M. - . 

Grand Lodge was called off until 3 o’clock p. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Tuesday, January 9, 1877. 

The Grand Lodge resumed labor — officers present as at the 
morning session. 

The Grand Master read the following 
ADDRESS: 

Brethren of the Grand Lodge : 

Under the protection, and by the kind favor of the Great 
Architect of the Universe — Our Supreme Grand Master, we 
have been permitted to again meet in Grand Annual Communi- 
cation. 

LODGES CONSTITUTED AND OFFICERS INSTALLED. 

The Lodges chartered at your last session were constituted, 
and the officers installed, as follows : 

La Fayette, No. 116, at Brownsdale, and Grand Meadow, No. 
1 21, at Grand Meadow, by W.-. P.'. M.*. I. Ingmundson. 

Granite, No. 117, at Granite Falls, and Delta, No. 119, at 
Marshall, by R.*. W.*. Thomas Montgomery, Dr. D.*. G.*. M.\, 
for the Eighth District. 
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Newport, No. 118, at Newport, by R.‘. W.*. B. F. Wriglit, 
D.'. D.-. G.*. M.'.Sfor the First DistridL 

Kellogg, No. 122, at Kellogg, by R.*. W.-. I. B. Cummings, 
D.'. G.*. M.-. 

Prairie, No. 123, at Blooming Prairie, by R.*. W.\ C. N. 
Daniels, D.*. D.*. G.’. M.\, for the Fourth Di t stri6L 

Janesville, No. 124, at Janesville, by R.‘. W.*. L. Z. Rogers, 
D.*. D.*. G.*. M.*., for the Ninth District. 

Bismarck, No. 120, at Bismarck, by myself, and the Grand 
Secretary. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

I have granted Dispensations for new Lodges, as follows : 

Feb. 3. — To Frank S.' Swart, W.*. M.*., Wm. L. Van Eman, 
S.*. W.*., and George T Mulford, J.'. W.\, to form a new 
Lodge at Delano, Wright Co., to be called Centennial Lodge. 

March 20. — To James S. Campbell, W.\ M.\, Samuel Part- 
ridge, S.\ W.-.. and Charles W. Savage, J.*. W.*., to form a 
new Lodge at Moorhead, Clay Co., to be called Moorhead 
Lodge. 

May 18. — To Lysander Cook, W.\ M.\, James H. Cornell, 
S.*. W.*., and John W. Sprague, J.*. W.*., to form a new Lodge 
at Mapleton, Blue Earth Co., to be called Josephus Lodge. 

Nov. 15. — To John Q. A. Braden, W.*. M.*., Albert C. Clau- 
sen, S.\ W.*., and Charles G. Austin, J.*. W.-., to form a new 
Lodge at Benson, Swift Co^to be called Swift Lodge. 

It is with great pleasure that I can state that three, of the four, 
Masters named in these Dispensations had been Masters of char- 
tered Lodges, and that the fourth was vouched for as not only 
well versed in the ritual, but of large Masonic experience. As 
the prosperity of a new Lodge for years depends so much upon 
the manner of its starting, I would hesitate long before gi anting, 
if not refuse, a Dispensation where the Master had not at least 
been the Warden of a chartered Lodge. 

Other petitions have been presented, but believing that the true 
policy is to “ make haste slowly” in granting Dispensations for 
new Lodges, none others have been granted. 

In my judgment the best interests of Masons and Masonry are 
served by one strong Lodge in a given territory, rathei than by 
2 
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two or more weak ones. I believe there are localities in this 
jurisdiction where the prosperit}^ of the Fraternity would be pro- 
moted by the consolidation of two or more existing Lodges. 

DEDICATION OF HALLS. 

Feb. I2. — M.*. W.*. P.-. G.*. M.*. Pierson, assisted by R.’. 
W.\ L. Z. Rogers, as D.*. G.*. M.*., and other brethren, dedi- 
cated the new hall of Faribault Lodge, No. 9, at Faribault, Bro. C. 
N. Daniels, W.*. M.*. The brethren in Faribault are to be con- 
gratulated upon their success in procuring, and their liberality in 
fitting up, so elegant a hall. 

Mch. 16. — Assisted by M.‘. W.'. P.\ G.*. M.*. Cooley, R. *. 
W.\ Edgar Nash, R.\ W.-. Fred. L. Smith, Rev. Bro. Knick- 
erbacker, and other brethren, I dedicated the new hall at Min- 
neapolis in which Hennepin, No. 4, Bro. C. H. Benton, W.*. 
M.\, and Minneapolis, No. 19, Bro. J. H. Thompson, W.*. 
M.*., meet. This hall is complete and perfedt in all its appoint- 
ments. 

decisions. ' 

1. The proper adtion to be taken under the resolution of 1875, 
empowering subordinate Lodges to strike from their rolls the 
names of members more than two years in arrears for dues is this : 

At a regular communication of the Lodge notice of such inten- 
tion must be given, which must be made a matter of record. 
Any member of the Lodge may give the notice, but his name 
should not appear in the record. The record may be in substance 
as follows : “ Notice was given that at the next regular commu- 
nication of the Lodge it would be moved to strike A. from the 
rolls for non-payment of dues, he being more than two years in 
arrears.” At the next regular communication the Lodge will 
vote upon the motion to strike A. from the roll, if a major- 
ity vote in favor he will be so stricken, if not he remains upon 
the roll. If more than one are in arrears, one notice may include 
all ; but the motion to strike from the roll, and the vote, must be 
upon each separately. The vote must be made a matter of record, 
and may be in substance as follows: “On motion ‘A.’ was 
stricken from the rolls for non-pa} r ment of dues, he being more 
than two years in arrears.” The name of the mover should not 
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appear in the records. The faCt of being* more than two years in 
arrears for dues must appear in both records. 

2. The Grand Lodge having by resolution declared in what 
manner members in arrears for dues can be stricken from the roll, 
that resolution is the law in this jurisdiction and governs all sub- 
ordinate Lodges, any B} T -Law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
All By-Laws in conflict therewith, must be amended so as to con- 
form thereto. 

3. The resolution of 1875 must be strictly construed ; notice 
to strike from the roll must be given at a regular communication, 
that notice must specify the next regular communication as the 
one at which the Lodge will take action, and it can strike from 
the roll at that communication only under that notice. 

4. If Bro. A. plots to injure the business or reputation of Bro. 
B., and informs Bro. C. under a pledge of secrecy, C. is not 
bound by that pledge ; but on the contrary is bound to give Bi'o. 
B. warning. 

Treason consists not alone in levying war against the govern- 
ment under which we live, or in giving aid and comfort to its ene- 
mies ; but the foulest treason is against a brother, and the blackest 
traitor is the Mason sworn not to cheat, wrong, or defraud a 
brother, secretly p lotting to injure that brother in business or rep- 
utation, and “ upon the square” finding some other brother willing 
to receive and keep his infamous secret, becoming thereby a part- 
ner and sharer in the guilt. 

If a brother has received such a secret, and is summoned as a 
witness in a Masonic investigation, he is bound to reveal it. 

5. Where there is more than one Lodge in the same city, 
which has the right to try non-affiliate Masons ? 

Either. The jurisdiction of our city Lodges is concurrent. 
The senior Lodge has no right or privilege not enjoved by the 
junior. 

6. A non- affiliate rejected, need not wait six months before he 
renews his petition. He can renew it any time. 

7. A non-affiliate is not required to apply to the nearest Lodge 
for membership. As the Lodge is free to accept or rejeCt his 
application, so must he be left free to apply to the Lodge of 
his choice. 
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8. A Lodge in this State can receive the petition of a non- 
affiliate living in Wisconsin, but doing business in this State. 

9. Can any one be made a Mason who has lost — not an eye — 
but the sight of an eye? 

He can. 

10. Two brethren were partners in business; they dissolve 
their partnership and settle. Subsequently A. discovers — or 
thinks he does — that B. owes him on partnership account three 
hundred dollars, B. denying the indebtedness refuses to pay. A. 
prefers charges against B. accusing him of an attempt to cheat, 
wrong, and defraud ; and in the determination of these charges 
seeks a full investigation of their business matters. 

Should the Lodge entertain the charges, and make the investi- 
gations under the charges? 

It should not. Charges preferred against a brother are of the 
nature of a criminal proceeding, and should never be entertained 
as preliminary to the adjustment of a business difficulty between 
brethren, or as part of any business settlement of which the con- 
troversy maybe merely an honest difference of opinion. 

If A. brings suit against B. in the civil courts, and obtains 
judgment for the amount claimed, can he then prefer charges on 
the ground of such judgment? 

He cannot. In Masonic trials we have nothing to do with the 
verdicts of juries, or the decisions of courts. 

11. In this jurisdiction but one ballot for the degrees of Ma- 
sonry can be had, if the applicant be elected, the election is to 
all the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry ; a ballot had upon the 
advancement of a candidate is therefore void. 

12. A. was eleCted to receive the degrees of Masonry and 
duly initiated, B. objeCts then to A. ’s advancement and the Wor- 
shipful Master stops it under the objection. In time a new 
Worshipful Master is eleCted and installed, A. applies for advance- 
ment, the Master knowing of no reason why he should not be 
will do it ; but incidentally mentioning the faCt to the former Mas- 
ter he learns that B. had objeCted. He applies to B. who still 
objeCts. No ground of objection is stated. A. is known to the 
Master and Lodge as “ honest and industrious,” and one who 
‘•respeCts his obligations.” There is no reason known to the 
Master and Lodge why he should not be advanced except the “ I 
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objedt” of B. Can the Worshipful Master demand of B. the 
ground and reason of his objection, or can he be advanced under 
the objection of B. ? 

I think the true rule should be this : As the work and govern- 
ment of the Lodge is in the hands of its Master, he has the right 
to demand of the objector the ground and reason of his objection, 
when given be judges of their sufficiency ; if he deems them 
insufficient he proceeds to advance the candidate, subjedt to 
charges and trial if he do wrong, as he would be for any other 
wrongful official adt. If unexplained and un contra dieted he 
deems them sufficient to stop advancement, he summons the 
Lodge ; and on the degree to which the candidate has attained, 
under the formalities of the Trial Code, an investigation is had 
both sides being fully heard. In a Lodge of Master Masons 
the Lodge then by a majority vote determines whether the candi- 1 
date shall proceed or not. If the vote be adverse, then the Lodge 
proceeds to expel the candidate from the degrees to which he 
has attained ; for if unworthy to proceed, he is unfit to remain, 
and should no longer be borne on the rolls of the Lodge as an 
E.*. A.-., or F.*. C.-. 

Masonry places the work and government of the Lodge in the 
hands of its Master, holding him responsible for the exercise of 
the power and trust reposed in him. I do not believe in placing 
behind the Master an unknown and irresponsible brother mightier 
than the Master, to whose objection the Master must yield obedi- 
ence without a question or a word. Masters change, how is the 
objection to be kept good ? Is it to be stamped as public property 

is, u to be delivered to successor in office” and handed down in 
fterfetuum from Master to Master? Or to be binding, is it to 
be made to each Master in succession ? 

This question of objection vexes subordinate Lodges, and is a 
vexed one in the Grand Lodge. It first came before the Grand 
Lodge at the session in 1865, and has been before it at almost 
every session since. Every Grand Master since has ruled upon 

it. The Grand Lodge with but one exception, has always ap- 
proved the decision of the Grand Master for the time being, or 
the decision for the time being of the Grand Master, for Grand 
Masters have not always agreed with each other, or with them- 
selves in decisions on this question. I have no pride of opinion 
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in this, or any decision I have made ; my aim has been to estab- 
lish the general rule and practice in this jurisdiction, in accord- 
ance with Masonic law and usage adopted to our environments. 
If I have succeeded I hope my decisions may be approved hy the 
Committee and the Grand Lodge, if not, I equally hope they may 
be disapproved, and the Grand Lodge establish what the general 
rule and practice is to be now, and remain in the future. 

Grand Masters Ames and Sherburne made no decisions. I 
remember of hearing Bro. Ames refer with pleasure to the fact that 
during his Grand Mastership no question was submitted for his 
decision. 

The custom of Grand Master Pierson as questions arose was 
to submit the facts to the Grand Lodge with suggestions and 
recommendations, and the Grand Lodge laid down the law. All 
of the regulations thus made by the Grand Lodge, which were 
general declarations of what was to be Masonic law and practice 
in this jurisdiction, are to this day in force. I11 my judgment it 
is the better way for the Grand Lodge to declare in general terms 
what the law and practice in this jurisdiction is to be, and then 
for Masters of Lodges who are in possession of all the faCts, 
and know all the circumstances and surroundings, and can best 
judge of the effeCt upon their Lodges, to decide in the exercise 
of their best judgment the exception to the general law and prac- 
tice ; for most decisions are made to cover exceptions, not to lay 
down general rules. An exception to general rule might be 
highly proper and judicious in one case, in another with the same 
facts, but under different circumstances and surroundings, the 
rule should be rigidly adhered to. Worshipful Masters should 
therefore rest more upon their own judgments based upon per- 
sonal knowledge, than upon the judgment of the Grand Master 
based upon information. 

ARREST OF A PETITION. 

In A.ugust I received information that a petition for the degrees 
of Masonry from one whose right leg had been amputated above 
the knee had been presented to a Lodge in this jurisdiction, 
received, and referred to the usual committee ; the Lodge having 
at the time full knowledge of the disability. I at once directed 
the Worshipful Master to arrest the petition, take it from the com- 
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mittee without report, and return it with the information that the 
petitioner was physically disqualified from being made a Mason ; 
and to report why the petition was received. The Master report- 
ed that the order had been obeyed, the petition arrested and 
returned. Both the Master and Secretary reported that the re- 
ception of the petition was deemed irregular, but as one who 
recommended it was a Past Grand Master of this jurisdiction it 
was received. 

This action of the Lodge would have justified further adtion on 
my part, but believing it to have been misled by the supposed 
authority and high Masonic standing of the Past Grand Master 
who recommended the petition, I passed it by. 

I have merely stated the facts in this case, deeming any com- 
ment unnecessary, except that this narrow escape from the per- 
petration of a grave Masonic error, should serve as an admonition 
to pay more attention to the ancient landmarks. 

SUSPENSION FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES. . 

I have reason to believe that there are brethren who stand 
suspended for non-payment of dues. I would recommend that 
the Grand Lodge by resolution direct the restoration of all such, 
as the acl of suspension was unconstitutional, and therefore void. 

UNAUTHORIZED USE OF TIIE GRAND LODGE SEAL. 

The Constitution of the Grand Lodge declares it to be the duty 
of the Grand Secretary to sign and certify all instruments of the 
Grand Lodge, and that he shall have the custody of the seal of 
the Grand Lodge. The Grand Secretary alone has authority to 
use the seal of the Grand Lodge, and he only for the purpose of 
authenticating official instruments. The Grand Master cannot 
use it. 

During the year my attention was called to the fa£t that the 
Grand Lodge seal had been lithographed, and that the impression 
was in the hands of a profane who was making merchandize of 
it. 1 have also good reason to believe that letter paper bearing 
a lithographed impression of the Grand Lodge seal is being used 
in private and personal correspondence. Deeming such use a 
violation of the Constitution, I call the attention of the Grand 
Lodge to it, so that if it agrees with me, it may take such meas- 
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ures as it deems proper to prevent such unauthorized use in 
the future. 


GRAND LODGE OF CANADA AND THE GRAND LODGE OF ONTARIO. 

The jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Canada is contermi- 
nous with the territory of the province of Ontario, in the Do- 
minion of Canada. At a session of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
in 1875, a proposition was made to change the name of the Grand 
Lodge from “ Canada” to Ontario,” conforming the name of 
the Grand Lodge to the name of the civil division. Under the 
rules, action thereon was postponed one year. In the meantime 
certain brethren undertook to form an opposition Grand Lodge to 
be called the Grand Lodge of Ontario. 

As this Grand Lodge holds fraternal relations with the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, exercising jurisdidtion in the civil division 
claimed by the Grand Lodge of Ontario, I lecommend that 
this Grand Lodge refuse to recognize the Grand Lodge of On- 
tario, and prohibit Masonic intercourse with it. 

FINANCES OF THE GRAND LODGE. 

In 1869 I first took my seat in this Grand Body as the repre- 
sentative of a subordinate Lodge. The Committee on the Ac- 
counts of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary reported 
that year the assets of the Grand Lodge to be in cash and U. S. 
bonds $5*787.90. The premium on the bonds would have made 
the sum over $6,000. This sum represented the savings of six- 
teen years. The gross receipts during this period, beginning 
with $170.50 at the session of 1854, had been less than $20,000. 
Over 30 per cent, had been saved. From 1869 to 1876 the gross 
receipts were $28,000. Had as large a percentage been saved as 
in the previous years and safely invested, the accumulation of 
principal and interest would have given 11s to-day a Grand Lodge 
Fund of at least $20,000 ; but instead of this the Grand Treasurer 
at the beginning of last session could report on hand only $3 7 * 7 2 • 
Into the maelstrom of Grand Lodge expenditures all the receipts, 
and all the savings have gone. What has the Grand Lodge to 
show for this expenditure of money ? Has it a hall in which it 
can meet? No. Has it an Orphan Asylum? No. Has it a 
Home for Aged and Indigent Masons, and their Widows? No. 
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Has it a Charity Fund? No. Has it a fund for any objedt? 
No. 

You may be curious to know how this money has been spent. 
In round numbers $10,000, has been paid as per diem and mileage, 
$2,500 paid to the old district deputies, and Grand Visitor and 
Ledturer, $5,000 in the Grand Secretary’s office, $1,800 to Grand 
Masters, $1,500 in rent, $8,000 in printing and so on. In charity 
out of Grand Lodge funds, $400. A morsel of bread, and a deal 
of sack. 

Who is responsible for this? The Grand Lodge of Minnesota. 

It is not pleasant to refer to this brethren, it is not complimentary 
to us ; but there are times when it does good to look over the past, 
to have our errors pass in review, that we may amend our ways 
in the future. The revenues of this Grand Lodge are amply 
sufficient to meet all its expenditures, and leave a surplus year 
by year. _ 

PAYMENT OF MONEY TO PAST GRAND SECRETARY PORTER. 

During the latter part of 1875? certain brethren residing at Moor- 
head sent a petition for a dispensation with the fee to Bro. Porter, 
then Grand Secretary. After my eledtion the petition was renew- 
ed, with a statement that the fee had been paid Bro. Porter ; the 
brethren were informed that they must pa} 7 the fee to the present 
Grand Officers, and that the matter would be brought to the at- 
tention of the Grand Lodge. I wrote Bro. Porter calling his 
attention to the statement of the brethren at Moorhead, and 
asked him if corredt to remit the money to the Grand Secretary ; 
if incorredt to so inform me. I received a reply only a few days 
since, but no money has been paid over.* The Grand Lodge 
eledts the officers to whom the subordinate Lodges and brethren 
must pay money. If the officers thus elected, fail to account for 
the moneys so received, the Grand Lodge must make the loss good. 

I therefore recommend an appropriation of twenty dollars to 
Moorhead Lodge, U.*. D.*. 

DEATH OF BRETHREN. 

Since we last met, R.*. W.*. Robert Stewart, of Rising Sun 

*The Grand Master here read acopy of his letter to E. D. B. Porter, and the lntter’s re- 
ply. — Gr.*. Sec. 

3 
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Lodge, No. 49, St. Charles, Past Senior Grand Warden, has 
entered into rest. He was truly a good man, a devout Christian, 
and a zealous Mason. One who knew him well writes thus : 

“ He was the most kind-hearted and generous man I ever met, 
he was so to a fault. He had the good of Masonry at heart ; his 
counsels in Lodge were always calculated to raise the moral 
standing of the Craft. He was one of the few that would ‘ go on 
foot and out of the way to 'give timely notice to a brother of ap- 
proaching danger/ He was a most stridt adherent to our ancient 
landmarks, and would not allow a transgression of even the least 
point.” Bro. Stewart was a Mason of the old school. His breth- 
ren write him u as one who loved his fellow men.” 

Then also entered into rest at Richmond, Va., on Nov. 1 6, the 
venerable John Dove at the ripe age of eighty-four years, having 
been a Mason for sixty-three years, and the Grand Secietaiy of 
the Grand Lodge of Virginia for forty-one years, Grand Secre- 
tary of the Grand Chapter for fifty-eight years, and Grand Re- 
corder of the Grand Commandery for thirty- one years. Full of 
years and honors he was gathered to his fathers. 

VISITATIONS. 

As Bismarck Lodge chartered at your last session was two hun- 
dred miles distant from the nearest Lodge, it seemed best that I 
should in person constitute it, and install the officers, although 
the round trip would involve a journey of over thirteen hundred 
miles ; such is the distance upon the waters of the upper Missouri of 
this outpost of Masonry. In May, Grand Secretary Pierson and 
myself visited Bismarck, constituted the Lodge, and installed its 
officers. We found there many zealous brethren from this and 
other jurisdictions. 

At Bismarck I was reminded of a Masonic service in which I 
bore a part during General Sibley's Indian expedition of 1863. 
While in camp four miles below the present site of Bismarck, Bro. 
Beever, a volunteer aid on the staff of the general commanding, 
was killed by the Indians. On the last Sunday of July R.*. W.*. 
John C. Whipple, then D.\ G.*. M.*., called together in a Lodge 
of emergency the brethren with the expedition ; he appointed 
Bro. Edgerton, now Junior Grand Warden, Master, myself Senior 
Warden, and the late Bro. Patch, Junior Warden ; thus consti- 
tuted, the last sad rites of Masonry, consigned to our mother 
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earth in the then far off wilds of the upper Missouri, all that was 
mortal of our brother. Bro. Beever came to the general com- 
manding, a stranger, but strongly recommended by prominent 
citizens of New York, among them Hamilton Fish and John 
Jacob Astor. He soon endeared himself to all acquaintances. 
He was fitted to adorn any society, for he was of a good English 
family, and an Oxford man. His remains have since been re- 
moved, and now lie in Oakland cemetery near this city. This 
was the first Masonic service held in Dakota Territory. 

We improved the opportunities of this trip to also visit the 
Lodges at Duluth, Fargo and Moorhead. Palestine Lodge, No. 
79, Duluth, Bro. J. A. Olds, W.‘. M.\, is a fine working Lodge ; 
the hall is large and well furnished, and all the appointments of 
the Lodge complete and perfect. Shilo Lodge, No. 105, Fargo, 
D. T., Bro. C. W. Rossiter, W.*. M.’., is yet a young Lodge, 
but is flourishing. Bro. Rossiter is a zealous Mason, and is ably 
seconded by his Lodge. Moorhead Lodge, U.*. D.*., is in its 
infancy, but the fact that Bro. J. S. Campbell, a veteran Master 
is at its head, is a guarantee that its work will always be well 
done. On the occasion of our visit, of the fifteen Masons gath- 
ered in the upper chamber used as its Lodge room, two had been 
honored with the Grand East, one had been a member of a pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge in England, and six been either Past or 
Present Masters of Lodges. 

The Grand Secretary and myself also visited on Dec. 8th, Centen- 
nial Lodge U.-. D.\, at Delano, Bro. Frank S. Swart, W.*. M.*. 
Their hall is convenient, well adapted to Lodge purposes, but 
not yet fully furnished. The records were fully entered up, neatly 
and plainly kept. The Lodge requires a high standard of pro- 
ficiency in the preceding degrees before advancement. 

I have also visited Swift Lodge, U.‘. Du., at Benson, the 
youngest of the Lodges under Dispensation. This Lodge has the 
material and jurisdiction for a fine Lodge. The brethren are 
zealous, and the Lodge is already in good working order. 

PAYMENT OF DUES BY PETITIONERS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

Under the resolution of last year, requiring that all petitioners 
for Dispensations should present evidence that their dues had been 
paid, I have required payment to be made up to the time when a 
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Dispensation would issue. That the rule may be uniform I 
recommend that in future all petitioners for Dispensations be re- 
quired to present evidence that all dues are paid to the Lodge or 
Lodges, of which they are members, to December 31st 
current year. One who has not met all his obligations to his old 
Lodge should not be permitted to assist in the formation of a 
new one. 


GRAND LODGE REGISTRY. 

The Grand Lodge Registry has not yet been brought up. The 
Grand Lodge should take measures to perfedt it. The Grand 
Secretary will inform you of its condition, and what it requires. 

A case showing its usefulness came to my knowledge during 
the year. 

An orphan boy was living in a family the head of which had 
been appointed his guardian. The bo}' alleged cruelty on the 
part of his guardian and fled from him, the courts interposed on 
the application of his guardian, and he was taken from the friends 
where he had sought refuge and returned to his former home. 
His case attradled such attention that it was several times noticed 
in the St. Paul and Minneapolis dailies. Friends were interested 
in his behalf, but were powerless to help him. Remembering 
that his father had been a Mason he one day mentioned it to a 
friend, not a Mason. His friend communicated that fadt to a 
Mason, but the Lodge of which the father had been a member was 
not known. The Grand Lodge Registry was appealed to and 
the Lodge ascertained. That Lodge was put in possession of the 
fadts, the case found to be one that justified adtion, the courts 
were applied to, the boy taken from his former guardian, and 
placed in the family of an uncle in a distant Southern State, where 
he is kindly treated, happy and contented, his troubles over. 

Without the Grand Lodge Registry it would have been difficult, 
if not impossible to have known if the boy's statement was true, 
or if true, the Lodge to which his father belonged. His father in 
his lifetime as little thought, as you or I now think, that after he 
was but dust in his grave, the Grand Lodge Registry would be of 
great benefit to his orphan child. Let us therefore not withhold 
the sum needed to complete it, for it may be as bread cast upon 
the waters, that will return to us after many days. 
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COLOR IN MASONRY. 

This question was brought before the last Grand Lodge, referred 
to a committee, and must come before us at this session. 

I deprecate the bringing of this question in its present shape 
before the Grand Lodge. I can not see how good can grow out 
of it, evil may. Masonry regards not any man for his mere 
wordly wealth or honor. The rich and the poor, the high and the 
low, stand in an equality before its altar. Race or color is not 
found in its vocabulary. There is but one disqualification of 
birth, a man must be “ free-born” or he can not be made a Mason. 
Brethren ! We are nearly all Masters, or Past Masters of Lodges ; 
at our installation in the presence of Almighty God, and the Lodge 
we were called upon to preside over, to this question : 4i Do you 
admit that it is not in the power of any man, or body of men, to 
make innovations in the body of Masonry?” We solemnly, and 
I trust sincerely answered: u I do.” To strike out u free-born” 
or to make it of more effedt, is, I believe, such an innovation in 
the body of Masonry as we are pledged in the most solemn man- 
ner to resist. 

I know of but one way in which a profane can be made a 
Mason ; or a Mason, not a member, can be admitted to member- 
ship in a Lodge, and that is by individual petition, and unanimous 
ballot. Had it been shown that colored men ever applied to 
Lodges in this jurisdiction, and been rejected on account of color, 
there might have been a ground of complaint, and a decent pre- 
text for the agitation of this question. 

This question has been before you for a year, it must be met at 
this session. I believe you are prepared to meet it, and to settle 
it in accordance with the ancient laws and usuages of Masonry, 
and not otherwise. 

CONCLUSION. 

Thanking you brethren, for the kindness and courtesy on your 
part that has characterized our official relations ; and invoking 
the blessing of Heaven to rest upon us and all regular Masons ; 
praying that brotherly love may prevail ; that every moral and 
social virtue may cement us ; and that at the close of our delib- 
erations at this session it may truly be said, peace and harmony 
have prevailed, I submit my official adts for your inspection. 

JAMES C. BRADEN, Grand Master. 
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On motion of Bro. A. C. Smith, the .address of the Grand 
Master was referred to a committee of three for subdivision and 
reference. 

The Grand Master appointed Bros, A. C. Smith, G. S. Ives 
and W. D. Cornish such committee. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The Grand Master announced the appointment of the Standing 
Committees as follows : 

On Visiting Brethren. — J. H. Noble, R. Lemicke. 

0?i Ancient Landmarks. — A, C. Smith, A. Goodrich, Wm. Lee, E. A. 
Gove, Thos. Montgomery. 

On Masonic Jurisprudence, — C. W. Nash, H. N. Setzer, R. A. Jones. 

On Appeals and Grievances. — J. H. Brown, C. H. Benton, J. A. K jes- 
ter, C. A. Roy, W. D. Cornish. 

On Foreign Correspondence. — A. T. C. Pierson, Aaron Goodrich, D. 
B. Loomis. 

On Appropriations. — E. W. Durant, Fred. Joss, O. G. Miller. 

On Returns of Lodges. — C. N. Daniels, T. C. Shapleigh, B. F. Jen- 
ness, J. H. McCourt, Alex. Fiddes, J. A. Canfield, W. H. Mills, F. B. Van 
Hoesen, F. N. Goodrich. 

On Lodges Under Dispensation. — S. E. Adams, S. J. Willard, H. A. 
Parks. 

On Grand Treasurer's and Grand Secretary' s Accounts. — L. Z. Rogers/ 
H. M. Kent, C. A. Coe. 

Oji Printing. — Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, W. G. Dye. 

On Auditing. — T. L. Rice, O. L. Cutter, Wm. Stafford. 

On Unfinished Business, — Isaac Lincoln, E. N. Berry, T. C. Bivins. 

REPORT OF GRAND SECRETARY. 

The Grand Secretary respectfully reports in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Grand Constitution. 

PROCEEDINGS OF LAST SESSION. 

The proceedings of the last session of the Grand Lodge were printed 
and distributed within thirty days after the close of the session. 

The usual distribution was made, three to each subordinate Lodge and 
three to each Grand Lodge in North America and to several of the Foreign 
Grand Lodges, one to each of our Representatives near other Grand Lodges, 
and to the Masonic press. 

I have received quite a number of applications for copies of our proceed- 
ings. When such requests came from libraries, either Masonic or public I 
have sent the copies desired, but to private individuals I have declined to 
forward copies unless the stamps to prepay the postage accompanied the 
application. 

The appropriation made at the last session was hardly sufficient to cover 
the necessary expenses of the office, and I did not propose to, out of my 
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own pocket, pay postage for strangers. I believe that the Grand Lodge 
fulfills the contract with furnishing the proceedings free and should not be 
expected to hire some one to accept them by paying postage. 1 

By curtailing reports and omitting several statistical tables, such as have 
usually been printed with our proceedings, I was enabled to get the print- 
ing done by exceeding the appropriation only $11.00, and that amount the 
printer, Bro. Driscoll, donated to the Grand Lodge, 


CONDITION OF OFFICE. 

It is due to myself, to report the condition of the office w r hen I came into 
possession. 

ist. The Record Book has not been written up for two years past. 

'2d. Account Book : no entries have been made in this book since 1857 
The last Lodge entered was that of Pleasant Grove, No. 22. 

3d. Register of Charters : but few charters have been registered — and 
those in pencil — and not a single Dispensation. 

4th. Register of Members : this book has been partially written up to 
1871-1872. In the entries for those years there are many errors, some 
members^ having_ three and others two “permanent numbers” prefixed to 
their names. 

I found the Registry in a public room in the Capitol, in charge of no one, 
and the returns for, the year 1871, 1872 and 1873 scattered around loose in 
several rooms. 

The files of returns are now complete. 

I am the more particular in noticing the condition of these books, be- 
cause the Constitution requires that the Secretary should keep such books, 
and some action of this Grand Body is necessary, to get the matter on a 
business footing. 


MONETARY. 

I have received during the year for dues of 1875, charter fees and Dis- 
pensations, three hundred and one and 75-100 dollars, all of which has, in 
accordance with an arrangement made with him, been deposited in the 
Second National Bank of St. Paul, to the credit of the Grand Treasurer, 
as follows : 


Jan. 20, 1876, of Wapahasa Lodge, No. 14, dues for 1875 • . 

Jan. 27, 1876, of Ashlar Lodge, No. 61, dues for 1875 

Feb. 4, 1876, for Dispensation Centennial Lodge, U.‘. D.\ 

Feb. 14, 1876, dues of Mt. Tabor Lodge, No. 106 

Feb. 22, 1876, Charter fee of Prairie Lodge, No. 123 

Feb. 26, 1876, Charter fee of Granite Lodge, No. 117 

Feb. 29, 1876, Charter fee of Lafayette Lodge, No. 116. .. 
March 15,1876, Charter fee of Newport Lodge, No. 118... 
March 18, 1876, for Dispensation Moorhead Lodge, U.*. 



March 20, 1876, dues of Chain Lake Lodge, No. 64, for 1875 

May 18, 1876, Dispensation Josephus Lodge, U.*. D.* 

Nov. 15, 1876, Dispensation Swift Lodge, U.’. D. *. 


$56 

50 

24 

25 

20 

OO 

23 

OO 

25 

OO 

25 

OO 

25 

OO 

25 

OO 

20 

OO 

18 

OO 

20 

OO 

20 

OO 

$301 

75 


Total . 
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Learning from the W. *. M.\ of Mt. Tabor Lodg'e that the dues of his 
Lodge had been sent in a post office order to the late Grand Secretary, the 
payment thereof was stopped, and a duplicate order was issued by the P. 
O. department at Washington, after the presentation of diverse certifi- 
cates, &c. 

Ashlar Lodge, No. 61 , claims credit for the payment of $26, due for the 
year 1875. I received but $24.25, thus: The Secretary of Ashlar Lodge 
sent by express a package, directed to the Grand Secretary, containing 
the returns for 1875, and the dues, $26, in bills; the package was not re- 
ceived at the express office here until three days after the close of the last 
session. Calling at the express office, I was informed that the package had 
been delivered to Bro. W. S. Combs ; calling on him for the package, he 
said that he would send it me; a week afterwards, I again asked him for 
the package, to which he again replied that he would send it to me; 
three days subsequent, he brought the package, stating that he had opened 
it and taken out $1.75. I can only give the Lodge credit for the amount 
I received, and yet it is entitled to credit for the full amount of dues. 
Some adlion is necessary. I may remark, en flassant, that the right of any 
party to receive valuable packages not addressed to him, to open and ab- 
stract moneys therefrom, is not particularly apparent. 

APPROPRIATIONS . 

Warrants were drawn for the various appropriations made at the last 
session, except that for charters. After the close of the session, a suffi- 
cient number of blanks were found to answer the requirements of two or 
three years. The $75 appropriation remains in the treasury. 

In one instance the appropriation has been exceeded, viz. : that for in- 
surance. In April last, the agent of the insurance company in which the 
Grand Lodge property had been insured for several years, informed me 
that the insurance would expire in a few days, and desired to renew it. I 
requested him to do so, stating that $33.00 had been appropriated for that 
purpose. He told me that would only be the premium on $2,000, whereas 
the property had heretofore been insured for $4,000, and $6,000. Investi- 
gation developed the matter to stand in this wise : 

Bro. Combs, April 12, 1872, took out a three years policy, for $4,000, 
premium $140. (Charged $148, see proceedings, 1873, p. 16 ) April 12, 

1873, Bro. Porter took out an Additional policy for $2,000, for one year, 
premium $44. (Charged $57, see proceedings, 1874, p. 45.) April. 12, 

1874, this latter was renewed for one year, premium $33. Both policies 
expiring, April 12, 1875, Bro. Porter renewed the $4,000 policy for one 
year; this expired April 12, 1876. 

None of these fatfis were known at the last session, and hence an appro- 
priation of only $33 was made, an amount sufficient to pay the premium 
on a $2,000 policy only. 

Knowing that neither $2,000, nor yet $4,000, would reproduce the prop- 
erty lost in case of fire, yet I had no discretion. The Grand Treasurer, 
recognizing the risk, advised a $4,000 policy, and offered to advance the 
money and take the chances of the Grand Lodge refunding it. Finally, 
on the advice of the Grand Master, I took out a policy for $4,000, premi- 
um $64, and drew a warrant for the amount, thus exceeding the appropri- 
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ation for insurance $31, but of the aggregate appropriations $44 still re- 
main unexpended. 

GRAND LODGE PROPERTY. 

The property of the Grand Lodge largely consists of painted copies of 
its own proceedings, and those of sister Grand Lodges. 

Of the former, there are about 1,500 copies of the reprint, and a suffi- 
cient number of copies of each of the years since which, if bound, would 
make from 800 to 1,000 volumes. Something should be done with the 
unbound copies; as it is, no one is benefited, and vermin are destroying 
them. One hundred copies can be bound, uniform with the reprint, at an 
expense of from 80 cents to $1.00 per volume. 

I would suggest that the Grand Secretary be authorized to have bound 
such copies as each Lodge may desire, they paying only the cost of bind- 
ing, the Grand Lodge paying only for the binding of such number of 
copies as required for its own use. 

RETURNS. 

By resolution of the Grand Lodge the returns of the subordinate Lodges 
are required to be sent to the Grand Secretary by the 1st of January of 
each year. Should this resolution be complied with it would enable the 
Grand Secretary to prepare a roll of members, and an abstract of the re- 
turns before the meeting, thus saving the labor of the two committees and 
obviating the necessity of an appropriation to do such work after the close 
of the session. The blanks were sent out during the first week in Decem- 
ber, those returned indicate that many of the Lodges have neither a 
Registry or Convenience Book ; with these books properly written up, a 
secretary could make out his returns correctly in an hour. 

In accordance with the requirements of the Constitution, Title 9, Sec. 
66, Art. 10 — I herewith report that Lodges No.s 17, 92, 97 and 117 have 
neglected to send up their returns as required by the resolution of the 
Grand Lodge. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COMING YEAR. 

1st. A book in which to transcribe the transactions of the Grand Lodge. 

2d. Blank Dispensations; there is but one on hand. 

3d. Blank Returns ; there are but forty-five on hand. 

4th. Registry and Convenience Books. These are furnished by the 
Grand Lodge to subordinates at cost, they can be got up in connection 
with blanks for returns at 50 per cent, less than if ordered separately. 
Several Lodges have applied for them, but there are none on hand. 

The above will require an appropriation of — 


For Record Book, 10 quires, $2.00 per quire $20 00 

Blank Dispensations on bond paper 10 00 

600 Blank Returns 17 5 ° 


Registry and Convenience Books, if 25 of each are bound, about 

$2.00 per book, which has been the price heretofore charged 100 00 
Expenses amounting to $7.50 incident to the reduction in railroad 
fare have been incurred which was not anticipated at the 
last session, for printing circulars, certificates, etc. 

4 


7 5 ° 
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APOLOGY. 

I regret that a mistake was made in the last proceedings relative to the 
names of the Secretaries, the error was caused by Secretaries writing 
on the wrong line in the blank returns. It must be confessed that the 
blanks were badly printed. 


CONCLUSION. 

For the expenditure of the one hundred dollars appropriated at the last 
session for postage and the expenses of the office I refer to the account 
herewith. 

Some provision should be made for the proper storage of the property 
of the Grand Lodge. The other Grand Bodies have property stored in 
connection with that of this Grand Body, and in justice should pay a pro- 
portionate amount of the expense. Heretofore the entire expense has 
been borne by the Grand Lodge. The Grand Commandery and the Grand 
Chapter have each appointed joint committees. I suggest that a commit- 
tee be appointed by this Grand Lodge, to act with the committees appoint- 
ed by the other Grand Bodies, to devise a plan whereby the expenses may 
be equitably divided. 

Fraternally submitted, 

A. T. C. Pierson, 

Grand Secretary. 

REPORT OF GRAND TREASURER. 

M.*. W. \ Grand Lodge of Minnesota, 

In account with G. A. Camp, Grand Treasurer. 


DR. 


1876. 

Jan. 12, By cash on hand $37 7 2 

Jan. 12, By cash of W. S. Combs L4 2 9 00 

Jan. 13, By cash of W. S. Combs 2,002 50 

Jan. 14, By cash of W. S. Combs 318 50 

Jan. 20, By cash of A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Secretary 56 25 

Jan. 24, By cash of A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Secretary 24 25 

Feb. 4, By cash of A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Secretary 20 00 

Feb. 29, By cash of A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Secretary 25 00 

Nov. 16, By cash of A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Secretary 20 00 

Dec. 20, By cash of A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Secretary 156 25 


Total $4,089 47 
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CR. 

1876. 

Jan. 13, To amount of pay roll, Order 13 $1,498 30 

Jan. 13, Bro. Richardson, Grand Tyler, Order 4 50 00 

Jan. 13, Bro. A. T. C. Pierson, Com. For. Cor., Order 1. . . 250 00 

Jan. 13, Bro. Griswold, P.\ G.\ M.\, Order 3 264 00 

Jan. 13, Bro. W. S. Combs, Order 2 25 00 

Jan. 19, Insurance for 1875, Order 88 64 00 

Jan. 19, Printing G.\ M.‘. Griswold’s Address, Order 7 12 00 

Jan. 19, Printing and Binding Proc. G.\ L.\, 1876, Order 6- 600 00 

Jan. 19, Postage and Stationery, Order 5 65 00 

Jan. 19, Stationery for Session 1876, Order 8 6 75 

Jan. 19, Rent of Room, Order 9 50 00 

Feb. 24, To P.\ G.*. M.\ Griswold, for copying Address, 

Order 12 8 50 

May 18, Insurance for 1876, Order 14 33 00 

May 18, Grand Chaplain, Order 11 25 00 

May 18, Insurance, Order 15 31 00 

May 23, M.\ W.\ J. C. Braden, Order 20 50 00 

Aug. 15, Grand Secretary’s Salary, Order 16 250 00 

Nov. 20, Grand Secretary’s Salary, Order 17 250 00 

Nov. 20, Postage and Stationery, Order 18 35 00 

Nov. 20, M.\ W.\ J. C. Braden, expenses, Order 19 75 00 


Total $ 3^42 55 


Balance on hand $446 92 


The foregoing report was printed in advance of the meeting of the 
Grand Lodge. I have received of the Grand Secretarj r , on account of dues 
for the year 1876, four thousand and fourteen and 50-100 dollars. 

All of which is fraternally submitted, 

G. A. Camp, 

Grand 'Treasurer. 

They were referred to the ^Committee on Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Secretary’s Accounts. 

APPORTIONMENT OF ADDRESS. 

Bro. A. C. Smith presented the following report, which was 
adopted : 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Minnesota : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the M. *. W. *. Grand Master’s 
address, for subdivision and reference, would respeitfully recommend : 

Is t. — That so much as relates to Dispensations granted, be referred to 
the Committee on Lodges under Dispensation. 

2nd. — That so much as relates to decisions and suspension for non-pay- 
ment of dues, to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 
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3d. — That so much as relates to the Grand Lodge of Canada and Grand 
Lodge of Ontario, to a special committee of three 

4th. — That so much as relates to payment of money to Grand Secretary 
Porter, to a special committee of three. 

5th. — That so much as relates to arrest of a petition and payment of 
dues by petitioners for Dispensations, to the Committee on Ancient 
Landmarks. 

6th. — That so much as relates to unauthorized use of Grand Lodge Seal, 
to a special committee of three. 

7th. — That so much as relates to death of brethren, to a special com- 
mittee of three. 

8th.— That so much as relates to Grand Lodge Registry, to a special 
committee of three. 

9 th. — That the residue of the address be referred to a special committee 
of three. 

A. C. Smith,. 

G. S. Ives, >- Committee. 

W. D. CoiiNISH, ) 

The Grand Master appointed the special committees as follows : 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 

On Unauthorized use of the Gra?id Lodge Seal. J. N. Castle, H. N. 
Setzer, J. C. Day. 

Past Grand Secretary Porter. — I. B. Cummings, A. J. Edgerton, H. 
McMurtie. 

On Death of Brethren. — Charles Griswold, A. C. Smith, J. E Wing. 
On Grand Lodge Registry. — W. T. Rigby, Lee Hensley, G. W. Comee. 
On Residue of the Grand Master's Address. — L. A. Hancock, B. F. Til- 
lotson, J. N. Porter. 

On Pay Roll. — Grand Treasurer, O. H. Page, A. Marden. 

Grand Lodge of Ca?iada and Ontario. — A. Goodrich, Geo. M. Hunt, 
J. V. Brower. 

LATE GRAND SECRETARY. 

The committee to which the accounts of Bro. E. D. B. 
Porter, late Grand Secretary, were referred at the last Annual 
Communication, presented the following report: 

To the Mr. W.‘. Grand Lodge of Minnesota : 

Your Committee on Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary’s Books re- 
spectfully submit, that they have, since their last report, (see Grand 
Lodge proceedings of 1876, page 43) examined into the accounts of Bro. 
E. D. B. Porter, late Grand Secretary, as carefully as possible, and submit 
the following as, in their opinion, the present status of his account: 
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Commence with balance in his hands as per report of 1875 $587 33 

Rec’d for charter fees, Ben Franklin Lodge, No. 114. • * . $25 00 

Rec’d for charter fees, Elgin Lodge, No. 115 25 00 

Rec’d for charter fees, Khurum Lodge, No. 112 25 00 

Rec’d for charter fees, Excelsior Lodge, No. 113 25 00 

Rec’d for charter fees, Bismarck Lodge, No. 120 25 00 

125 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Lafayette Lodge, U.\ D.- $20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Janesville Lodge, U.\ D. * 20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Grand Meadow Lcjdge, U.\ D.‘. 20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Delta Lodge, U. *. D.‘ 20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Kellogg Lodge, U.\ D.’ 20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Blooming Prairie Lodge, U.\ 

D. ■ ; 20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Winslow Lewis Lodge, U. - . D.\ 20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Granite Falls Lodge, U.\ D.*.. 20 00 

Rec’d for Dispensation, Newport Lodge, U.\ D.' 20 00 

— 180 00 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, North Star Lodge, No. 23 $41 50 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Morning Star Lodge, No. 29 25 00 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Oriental Lodge, No. 34 31 50 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Cannon River Lodge, No. 52 24 5° 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Howard Lodge, No. 82 19 50 

Rec’d for dues. 1875, High Forest Lodge, No. 85.' 15 50 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Doric Lodge, No. 87 48 00 

Rec’d for dues, 1873-4-5, Fraternal Lodge, No. 92 60 50 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Unity Lodge, No. 93 26 50 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Keystone Lodge, No 94 48 00 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Sherburne Lodge, No. 95 36 00 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Elgin Lodge, No. 115 55 50 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Minneiska Lodge, No. 74 15 00 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Tyrian Lodge, No. 86 40 00 

Rec’d for dues, 1875, Prudence Lodge, No. 97 9 50 

Rec’d for dues, Joppa Lodge, No. 76 — not known 

Rec’d for dues, Evergreen Lodge, No. 46 — not known 


$496 50 496 50 

Amount of debits $1,388 83 

From which we dedudt accounted for by Grand Master 

Charles Griswold, four Dispensation fees $80 00 

Jan. 14, 1875, paid Grand Treasurer. 249 00 

Salary of December, 1875 4 1 67 

$ 37 ° 6 7 37 ° 6 7 

Leaving a deficit not accounted for, of $1,018 16 

For which amount we consider Bro. E. D. B. Porter, late Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge, is a defaulter, besides dues of Joppa, No. 
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76, and Evergreen, No. 46 — and $20 fees received with application for 
Moorhead Dispensation. 

(Last year the Committee gave credit to E. D. B. Porter, Grand Secre- 
tary, for the sum of $250, for bringing up the Grand Lodge Register, un- 
der the impression that he had done so ; but finding that was not done, 
we have not included that credit in this report.) 

We would further state, that at the last Grand Lodge this Committee 
made strong efforts to see Bro. Porter, to learn all we could of his ac- 
counts, but we were informed that he was so sick that an interview with us 
would be dangerous to him, hence, with brotherly charitj', we desisted — 
but are credibly informed that on the next day after the adjournment of 
that Grand Lodge, he made his appearance on the streets. A.nd from all 
the circumstances of his case which have come to our knowledge, we are 
of opinion that his case should receive diredt and prompt action by this 
Grand Lodge. Charity begins at home. This Grand Lodge has been 
defrauded of this large amount by a trusted brother, who, while he may 
ask our pardon, gives no evidence of any repentance by furnishing this 
Grand Body with any of the information which may tend to simplify or 
explain his accounts, and if we condone his faults, to use a light ex- 
pression, are not we setting an example that all Secretaries may almost 
safely follow — thinking by the precedent of this case, they may ask that 
Masonic charity shall cover theirs. 

E. W. Durant,-,. 

T „ ( Committee . 

L. Z. Rogers, J 

On motion of Bro. I. B. Cummings, the report was accept- 
ed, and referred to the special committee to which that part of 
the Grand Master’s address relating to Past Grand Secretary 
Porter had been referred. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bro. A. T. C. Pierson presented the Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, in printed form. 

NEW BUSINESS. 

On motion of Bro. L. Z. Rogers, it was 

Resolved , That as a guard against hasty legislation, and with a view to 
shorten the session, no new business shall be introduced after 2 1-2 o’clock 
p. m. to-morrow. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

On motion of Bro. L. A. Hancock, it was 

Resolved , That the election of officers for the ensuing year be made the 
special order for 2 1-2 o’clock P. M. to-morrow. 

The Grand Lodge was called off until 7 1-2 o’clock p. m. 
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EVENING SESSION. 

7 1-2 o'clock p. M., Jan. 9, 1877. 

The Grand Lodge resumed labor — officers as at previous 
session. 

RESOLUTION GRASSHOPPER REGION. 

Bro. Deming offered the following resolution, which, on 
motion of Bro. Durant, was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations : 

Resolved , That the sum of one hundred dollars be and the same is 
hereby appropriated to the sufferers in the grasshopper districts in this 
State, the same to be distributed under the direction of the M.*. W.\ 
Grand Master. 

ORATION. 

R.‘. W.*. E. W. Durant, Grand Orator, then delivered an ad- 
dress, which was listened to with marked attention. 

“ Bro. Hancock moved that a vote of thanks be extended to 
the Grand Orator for his interesting and instructive address. 

Adopted unanimously. 

On motion of Bro. Cooley, it was 

Resolved , That R.\ W.*. Bro. Durant be requested to furnish a copy 
of his address to the Grand Secretary, and that it be published with the 
proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

(For the address, see Appendix.) 

LATE GRAND SECRETARY, E. D. B. PORTER, SUSPENDED. 

Bro. I. B. Cummings, from the committee to whom that 
portion of the address of the Grand Master relating to the late 
Grand Secretary, and also the report of the Finance Committee 
on the same subject was referred, presented the following report, 
which, after free discussion, was adopted : 

To the Mr. TV.'. Grand Lodge of Minnesota : 

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the Grand Master’s 
address relating to the accounts of Past Grand Secretary E. D. B. Porter, 
would respectfully report : That it appears by the report of the Finance 
Committee, made to this Grand Lodge, that Bro. E. D. B. Porter, late 
Grand Secretary, is a defaulter to this Grand Lodge in a sum exceeding 
$1,000; and it further appears by the written admission of the late Grand 
Secretary, E. D. B. Porter, that he has expended the funds of the Grand 
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Lodge, and has neglected upon demand of the Grand Master to replace 
and refund the same. Your committee would, therefore, respectfully 
recommend that charges be preferred against brother E. D. B. Porter, and 
that he be required to answer said charges, at the next session of this 
Grand Lodge, and that in the meantime he be suspended from all the 
rights and privileges of Masonry. 

I. B. Cummings, } 

A. J. Edgerton, V Committee. 

H. McMurtrie, ) 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until to-morrow at 10 
o’clock A. M. 


SECOND DAY— MORNING SESSION. 

Wednesday, 10 o’clock a. M.,Jan. 10, 1877. 

The Grand Lodge resumed labor — officers and l'epresentatives 
as at previous session. 

Bro. C. Griswold officiated as Gr^nd Chaplain. 

The records of yesterday's proceedings were read and approved. 

RESOLUTION PAY ROLL. 

On motion of Bro. Camp, it was 

Resolved , That the Committee on Pay Roll be directed to credit to each 
member entitled to. per diem, three days’ time at two dollars per day. 

COLORED MASONRY. 

P.-.G.*. M.-. A. T. C. Pierson, Chairman of the committee 
to which that portion of the address of the Grand Master relating 
to colored Masonry, and also the application of three bodies for 
recognition, was referred at the last Annual Communication, pre- 
sented the following report : 

To the Mr. W.’. Grand Lodge of Minnesota: 

At the last Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge a certain por- 
tion of the address of the Grand Master was referred to a special commit- 
tee, with instructions to report at the present session. Subsequently two 
papers were presented, and referred to the same committee with like 
instructions. 

The two papers mentioned, by some mischance, have never come into 
the possession of the Chairman of the Committee, and the most diligent 
search has failed to elicit any information of their whereabouts. 
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But your committee do not propose to dodge the issue supposed to be 
presented in the said papers. 

They were supposed — and it was so stated by the brother presenting them, 
to be — the one an application on the part of several colored men claiming 
to be Masons, and to be organized into two Masonic Lodges, for recogni 
tion as legally made Masons, with the view that the Grand Lodge of Min- 
nesota should either recognize their charters, or issue new ones to them. 

The other was stated to be from a present or past officer of a body styled 
the “Prince Hall Grand Lodge,” located in Boston, Massachusetts, ask- 
ing the Grand Lodge of Minnesota to recognize it as a regularly consti- 
tuted and legal Grand Lodge 

The papers mentioned were not read in Grand Lodge, and neither their 
contents, or from whom they came, is a matter of record, but your com- 
mittee are willing to accept the statement of the brother presenting them, 
and to meet the issue fairly and squarely. 

Thus there were two matters referred to your committee. # 

It is generally expected that the chairman of a committee will draft the 
report. In this instance the chairman had not the time to devote to the 
various questions presented that was necessary, and further, he was per- 
fectly willing to divide the honors — choosing for his own part that which 
involved an examination of the historical origin, &c., of the bodies ask- 
ing recognition. 

Conceiving that it would be very indelicate, to say the least, to ask the 
P.\ G.\ M.\ — who is a member of the committee — to report upon his 
own address, that was assigned to R.\ W.\ Bro. Goodrich, the first 
Deputy Grand Master in this jurisdiction, whose erudition and well-known 
devotion to Masonry was a guarantee that the matter would be faithfully 
attended to. 

As to the second reference. 

Are colored men, legally made Masons, entitled to recognition? or can 
colored men be legally made Masons in the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of Minnesota ? are not the questions at issue. Those questions 
were settled long before the Grand Lodge of Minnesota had an existence, 
long before Masonry was transplanted on this continent; decided when 
the qualifications for initiation were first promulgated, long before Burns 
enunciated the noble sentiment: 

“ A man’s a man, for a’ that.” 

These are questions upon which the Grand Lodge has no power to 
legislate, either for or against; they are questions which belong, under 
charter, exclusively to the subordinate Lodges. They are the exclusive 
judges of who they will recognize, or make Masons, and are subject only to 
the Ancient Landmarks of the Craft, and so far as color is concerned, it is 
just as competent for a Lodge to initiate a negro as it is a white man. 

The questions for this Grand Lodge to determine are : 

Is t. Shall we receive into fellowship with us certain parties who claim 

to be Masons, and grant them a charter? and 

2 d.— Shall we recognize the Prince Hall Grand Lodge as a legally or- 
ganized Grand Body ? 

5 
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The usage of this Grand Lodge has ever been, when charters were 
asked for, to inquire : 

1st. — Are the parties asking for a charter legally made Masons? 

2d. — Are they competent to conduct a Lodge? and 

3d. — Is there an apparent Masonic necessity for a compliance with the 
request ? 

In the application of the first of these tests to these parties, who claim 
to be regularly made Masons, it would scarcely seem necessary to pursue 
the investigation further to determine the question, than the statement of 
the admitted fact, that with but few* exceptions they were made in Minne- 
sota, but not in Lodges chartered or organized by the Grand Lodge of 
Minnesota; but as it is possible that some parties might conceive this to 
be a summary decision, we will, as briefly as possible, lay before you the 
result of our investigations. 

In 1874, the Grand Lodge of England granted to certain parties, resi- 
dents of Boston, in Massachusetts, a charter, in the then usual form, un- 
der the name of African Lodge, registered as No. 459, authorizing the 
parties therein named to make Masons, according to the ancient constitu- 
tions, and named Prince Hall for its first Master. It is not necessary for 
the purpose of this investigation, to present arguments to prove the au- 
thority of the Grand Lodge of England in that adt or to sustain the regu- 
larit}'" or the legality of African Lodge. Suffice to say that it was a legally 
established Lodge, having subordinate Lodge powers, and such only . 

Prince Hall is supposed to have remained its Master until his death in 
1807. 

In 1797 Prince Hall, by Dispensation, established two Lodges, one in 
Philadelphia, and the other in Providence, Rhode Island. There was at 
that time a Grand Lodge in each of those States, claiming exclusive juris, 
diction in Masonic matters. 

This adt of Prince Hall was decidedly a violation of the jurisdidtional 
rights of each of those Grand Lodges, and of course, on that issue alone, 
the Lodges thus established were irregular and clandestine; even admit- 
ting that Prince Hall had been clothed with power to organize new 
Lodges, of which there is no evidence. 

But again, the status of these two Lodges are determined by the ancient 
constitutions. The 8th of the 39 articles, commonly called “Anderson’s 
Constitutions,” printed in 1723, declares : 

“ If any set or number of Masons shall take upon themselves to form a 
Lodge without the Grand Master’s warrant, the regular Lodges are not to 
countenance them, nor to own them as fair brethren duly formed, nor ap- 
prove their acts and deeds, but must treat them as rebels.” 

We can arrive at no other conclusion than that the two Lodges organ- 
ized by Prince Hall in 1797 were irregular and clandestine, because — 

1st. — Of the violation of the jurisdidtional rights of the Grand Lodges 
of Pennsylvania and Rhode Island respectively ; and 

2d. — They were organized without the warrant of the Grand Master. 

In 1808, one } r ear after the death of Prince Hall, the two Lodges before 
noted and African Lodge, No. 459, formed Prince Hall Grand Lodge, in 
Boston. 
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The foregoing fa( 5 ls would seem to be sufficient to establish the status 
of that Prince Hall Lodge. 

It would extend this report to too great a length, and it is not necessary 
to recite the rumors relative to the time this body continued in existence. 
All the evidence tends to show that.it had ceased to exist previous to 1827. 
Diligent research has presented nothing reliable until 1847) when we 
again hear of another Prince Hall Grand Lodge, the one now asking 
recognition at our hands. 

In 1846 an application was made by certain parties to the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts to be healed; the matter was referred to a committee. 
In due time the committee reported the results of its investigation, con- 
cluding with : 

“ That there were insuperable obiedtions to granting the petition, which 
it is not necessary to mention, especially as it is understood that the pe- 
titioners have concluded to obtain a charter from the African Lodge in 
Pennsylvania.” 

The investigations of the committee developed that a white man, a 
member of a subordinate Lodge in Massachusetts, had, in company with 
a negro from Philadelphia, imposed upon a number of persons by causing 
them to pass through certain ceremonies of initiation, &c., assuring them 
that they were Masonic, and furnishing them with a dispensation to work, 
with the further assurance that after one year’s probation, the Grand 
Lodge of 'Massachusetts would grant them a charter. The Grand Lodge 
promptly expelled the white man. 

The next 3 r ear, viz. : June 24, 1847, we again hear of a Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge, as delegates from it and two other Grand Lodges met in 
convention in Boston, and formed a National Grand Lodge of colored 
Masons. The inference is — and we have been unable to find any evidence 
to the contrary — that the parties, disappointed in obtaining recognition by 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in some way resuscitated the Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge. 

From these fadls we can only deduce that the latter Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge was also irregular and clandestine. 

We may remark, e?i j>assant, that from the Prince Hall Grand Lodges, 
and the National Grand Lodge have all the other colored Lodges emanated. 

To your committee these are conclusive reasons why the Grand Lodge 
of Minnesota cannot recognize the two organizations in this State, or the 
members thereof, as regular. 

1st. — The charters were not issued by the Grand Lodge, and no other 
power has authority to establish Masonic Lodges in the State. 

2d. — A large proportion of the members of these organizations were not 
free-born, to say nothing of other disabilities which, if they existed among 
white men, would prevent this Grand Lodge from accepting them. 

3d. — No individual Mason can — as all Masons must know — hold Mason- 
ic communications with a clandestinely made Mason, or one under sentence 
of suspension or expulsion, while such a disability exists. And there is 
no power in this or any other Grand Lodge to absolve the Craft from that 
obligation; and 

4th. — These parties do not ask to be healed ; nay. they most emphatically 
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declare that they will not be ; and it is simply impossible, without yiolating 
every principle of Masonry, to receive any of them upon any other terms. 

We would extend to the negro every right, benefit and privilege which 
his manhood entitles him to, but are not in favor of extending to him, 
because he is a negro, privileges that we could not grant to the white man. 

Again : neither the good of humanity, nor the interests of Masonry, 
render it obligatory upon us to enter the arena and decide between the 
numerous factions into which colored organizations are divided, each of 
which are denouncing the others as clandestine. 

In conclusion the following resolutions are offered for the consideration 
of the Grand Lodge : 

1st. — Resolved , That the Grand Lodge of Minnesota declines to recog- 
nize the Prince Hall Grand Lodge, located in Boston, Massachusetts, for 
the reason of its irregular formation. 

2d. — Resolved , That this Grand Lodge cannot recognize charters as 
having any validity 7 in this State, except those issued by its authority, and 
that it cannot issue charters except to such Masons as are of its obedience. 

3d. — Resolved , That color is neither a bar to, or a recommendation for 
the reception of Masonic degrees in this jurisdiction, and that it is per- 
fectly competent for any Lodge in this jurisdiction to make Masons of any 
parties possessing the required qualifications, viz. : ^jNBy being a man, 
free-born, of lawful age, of good report, and well recommended.” 

Fraternally submitted, 

A. T. C. Pierson, 

Chairman of Committee. 

R.\ W.*. Bro. Goodrich submitted the following report, 
which, on motion of Bro. Camp, was accepted and ordered to 
be printed with the proceedings : 

To the Grand Lodge of Minnesota; 

At the last Communication of this Grand Lodge, Grand Master Charles 
Griswold devoted considerable space in his Address to the subjects 
above named, wherein he earnestly contends that certain colored men and 
their organizations are entitled to Masonic recognition at our hands. The 
consideration of which, was referred to a Committee, of which a Past 
Grand Master of considerable experience is chairman, to which Past 
Grand Master Griswold was added, as was the undersigned. Subsequently 
the petitions of two colored Lodges, within this State, also that of Lewis 
Hayden on behalf of Prince Hall Grand Lodge, asking recognition, were 
presented, and referred to the above Committee. The undersigned is unable 
to devine the reason for which he was thereunto appended; suffice it to 
say, that he regrets his inability to concur in the opinions entertained by 
the majority of its members; that this report is submitted with the kindest 
feelings for his associates, as well as with his best wishes for the peace and 
prosperity of the order, should it serve as an anodine to the epidemic 
now prevalent in Ohio; the premonitory symptoms of which have reached 
Minnesota, he will feel that it has not been written in vain. 

This reference devolves upon the committee an inspection of the ancient 
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laws of our being, as well as that found in our present constitution. That 
this may be rightly done we must examine those governing the subjects 
of the State or Empire from whence we trace our Masonic descent; especi- 
ally must we consult such as define the status of its inhabitants, carefully 
noting the distinctions therein marked, in' and by which the different 
orders of men know the positions to which they are assigned, attention 
being had to that found under the heads of slave , serf | villein, freedman, 
freem a n , fre e born , Mr . , gentleman, bu rgess and esquire. 

The free borii are supposed to be one remove from f 

“ Breasts that suckled slaves.” 

FREE BORN — FREE MEN, WHO WERE SUCH IN BRITAIN? 

This question expands as we remember that Masons are everywhere 
required to yield obedience to the laws and institutions under which they 
live. Hence we must know who were the free born free men of England, 
according to the “law of the land,” as well as of our order, at the time 
Masonry was established in that realm, also at that at which it was trans- 
ferred to colonies, now States in our Union; we should remember that it 
is the State that makes the citizen and free man, and the Lodge that 
makes the Mason ; that so long as we obey the laws there can be no con- 
flict; that a Lodge may know whether an applicant be free born, by an 
inspection of an abstract of his title to that distinction, bearing the seals 
of the keepers of the parish registry and free-man’s rolls; these being no 
“ unmeaning technicalities” that “should be made to stand aside.” With- 
out this Shiboletk of freedom, the candidate cannot and shoulo not enter 
the Lodge. All are supposed to know that a Free Mason cannot be made 
of a man not free. Hence, upon the establishment of our order in 
England, the law's defining the status of its inhabitants, especially that of 
the free born free man, necessarily became a landmark; and the Craft, in 
its construction of this law, is bound by that of the State. Nor is it to be 
presumed that the Crown, (whence these corporate or charter privileges 
were originally derived,) always mindful of all that pertains to caste, would 
have conferred upon the villein , in addition to that peculiar freedom 

wherewith a Mason is free,” honorable distinctions, privileges, exemp- 
tions and monopolies, by which riches and honors were to be acquired, at 
the expense of the free born. Hence the necessitj r of fixing and preserving 
these important landmarks. This standard adopted by the Craft, and 
required by the Sovereign, served to shield the Crown from the ire of the 
burgesses and gentry which might have been called forth had the sons of 
villeins been placed upon “ the Free man’s roll.” Upon this state of a 
record declared to be unchangeable, a kind of compaCt was entered into by 
the Crown and Craft; the former, in consideration of being faithfully 
served by a band of “good men and true,” granted the latter, privileges 
not enjoyed by the mass of its subjects. 

While Masonry was operative , no master could receive an apprentice 
who was not free born ; when it became speculative , had the Craft 
reserved to itself the right to change its organic law, even if the State had 
consented to a modification of the compaCt, it is not probable that the 
standard of qualification would have been lowered. All experience serves 
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to show that it is no'w practically too low^ while the disasters incident to 
the attempt to transform the f reed-man into a free ma 7 i by the nation, 
should admonish us to shun the rock upon which the ship of state is now 
so sorely imperiled. 

In the investigation of this question, it is well for a time to lose sight of 
the Af-ican, as it was not on his account that these laws were enacted ; yet, 
as he may not escape their application when within their purview, he will 
be incidentally noticed hereafter. 

We find that the majority of the male population of England, at the 
above periods, though white, was neither free born, nor composed of free 
men. While these were not slaves in the popular acceptation of the term 
as employed in the United States, they were not free men either in law or 
faCt; hence, as our order did not pi'opose to fill its ranks with men alien 
to, or below the standard of a citizen, as fixed by the Government, they 
were, as a matter of necessity, excluded. 

As the genius of the Government under which we live is so diverse from 
that whence we derive our Masonry, its laws and landmarks, — the former 
having, by constitution and law, abolished many of the orders, degrees 
and distinctions which in the latter indicate the rank and standing of the 
various classes into which its population is divided: the citizens of the 
one being professedly equal, while those of the other rejoice in the 
inequalities and distinctions created by law between men of the same race, 
— it maybe well to consult the laws and institutions of the mother country. 

FREE MAN. 

In this country, the Sheriff is directed to summon a jury of “ good and 
lawful men; 1 ’ in England, he shall summon “ free and lawful men.” 
While our Sheriff might safely summon the first man he met who was a 
resident of the county, in England he can summon no one whose name is 
not upon the “ Free man’s roll.” 

GENTLEMAN. 

In England, in its most extensive sense, includes every man above the 
rank of yeoman, comprehending noblemen; in a limited sense, a man 
who, without a title, bears a coat of arms, or whose ancestors have been 
freemen. In this sense, gentlemen hold a middle rank between the nobility 
and yeomanry. So important are these attributes that in the selection 
of a candidate for knighthood, (the lowest order of nobility,) the following 
distinctions must be observed : 

! First — “That he be a gentleman of name and arms , for three descents, 
both by the father’s side and the mother’s side.” Nor shall he be “decayed 
in his estate whereof he is not able to conserve the honor of his order.” 

“Now there be four kinds of gentlemen : 

“ ist. A gentleman by birth ; 

2d. A gentleman by office; 

A gentleman by refutation | « 1 

“4th! A gentleman by creation .” 

Of the king’s creating a gentleman, take this example : 

“A French knight challenged John Kingston — a good and strong man 
at arms, but no gentleman. The record saith that the King thereupon 
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conferred upon the said John certain honors, and adopted him into the 
order of Gentlemen; inasmuch as it is a prerogative of the King’s sov- 
ereign power to put a value on base metal by his impression. Henceforth 
it is Mr. John Kingston.” 

Under this state of the record, we may rest this portion of the case, cross 
the Atlantic and ascertain who were 

FREE MEN IN THE COLONY OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

Wherein eleven men would found a despotism. 

Of that precious cargo shipped on board the “ May Flower” and landed 
on Plymouth tock, there were but eleven who even arrogated to them- 
selves the appellation of gentleman or the prerogatives of freemen ; to the 
names of these, as they appear in the Register, is the prefix of “Mr.”— — (1) 
Thus it \yas known that John Smith was no freeman, while “Mr.” John 
Smith was a citizen, freeman and gentleman, qualified to vote and hold 
office; and as Messrs. John Smith and Co. manufactured all the freemen 
that were to swell the .present stock in this parish, the process became slow 
and difficult. Dudley writes : 

“If any come here to plant, for worldly ends, they can well stay at 
home, he commits an error of which he will soon repent him; yet if any 
godly men will come over to help, they cannot dispose of themselves or 
their estates more to God’s glory ; but they must not be of the poorer 
sort.” 

In May of this year, it was Resolved , That “ no man shall hereafter be 
admitted a free man, (that is, a citizen and voter,) unless he be a member 
of the parish church;” but woe unto him were he a Methodist, Baptist or 
Quaker. Nor were the facilities greater in 

BOSTON. 

(i In 1646, several notable persons, members of the Church of England, who had been 
disfranchised by the Bostonians, presented a petition to the General Court at Boston, in 
which they complained that : 

(< * The fundamental laws of England are not acknowledged by the Colony as the basis of 
the Government; that they were denied the enjoyment of their religious privileges; that 
they were debarred from all civil employments; tl|at they had not even a vote in choosing 
magistrates, or civil or military officers, notwithstanding the}' had expended their youth, 
borne the burden of the day, wasted much of their estates for the subsistence of these poor 
plantations, paid all assessments, rates, taxes, at least equal if not exceeding others; yea, 
when the war was denounced against the Narragansett Indians, without their consent, 
their goods were seized for the service, themselves and servants especially, forced and 
impressed to serve in the war. * * * That therefore they desire that civil liberty 

and freedom be granted to all Englishmen, without imposing any oaths or covenants on 


(j) ThCse distinctions were punctiliously observed in this country long after the Declara- 
tion of Independence. In the official report of tire proceedings of the Congress which met 
in Philadelphia, September 5, 1774, printed by Thomas and William Bradford, it appears 
that of the members composing that band of patriots, there was but one delegate who was 
not a gentleman , according to the legal standard; to the names of the others is appended 
either a prefix or an affix, to some both, thus : 

From Massachusetts — Mr. Samuel Adams; John Adams, Esq. ; these, though of different 
rank, were both gentlemen. 

From Connecticut — The Hon. Roger Sherman, Esq. 

From New York — Col. William Floyd, Esq, 

From Virginia — The Hon. Peyton Randolph, Esq.; Richard Henry Tee, Esq.; George 
Washington, Esq,; and Patrick Henry, Jun., Esq. 
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them, which could not be warranted by the Letters Patent, and which seemed not to 
concur with the oath of allegiance imposed by parliament. "\Ve at least entreat that the 
bodies of us and ours may not be impressed, nor our goods forcibly taken away. Further, 
that nbne of the English nation be banished, unless they break the laws of England.’ ” 

While this memorial tells of sore oppression in the New Jerusalem, it is 
conceived in language mild and seemly, it asks no boon save that which 
nature indicates as the common right of all. How it was received, the 
following judgment of the Boston court will make manifest: 

“ In this petition, which is the first of the sort that wc have received, and, as we conceive, 
without precedent in the commonwealth, we first observe: Tt were a dreadful, daring 
presumption, if the blessed name of the Most High God (whose honor is so often avouched 
to be their aim in this design) should be made to serve so corrupt a project; and we put 
them in mind how' dangerous it is to engage the great name of the Almighty to advance 
their corrupt designs. It is not safe to dally ■with things sacred. * * * Let us 

pull off their mask ; — some have lived in Virginia; others in Kent; others have had to do in 
maritime affairs; others in causes testamentary and matrimonial ; others in chancery, and 
others in London and other corporations; one is a dodtor, a bachelor, and only a sojourner; 
a second a church member, but no freeman; a third a freeman, but no church member; a 
fourth a clerk in the Prolhonotarie’s office; a fifth a young merchant little acquainted with 
commercial affairs; a sixth -was taken up by accident; a seventh is an old London ‘ Grocer.’ 
If this be their head, sure they have an unsavory head, not seasoned with much salt. 
Another matter 'which troubles them is, that they are compelled, under a severe fine, every 
Lord’s dav to appear at the congregation * * * In their conclusion, these 

remonstrants prognosticate wbat peace and felicity we may certainly expedt, both in church 
and commonwealth, if their petition be granted, viz.: That every man be left to his own 
liberty. From such peace, unity and prosperity, the Lord deliver us, and all the seed of 
Israel, to the coming of Christ Jesus! Amen. 

(( Signed, by order of the General Court, Isaac Nowell,” 

Nor did the facilities for the manufacture of freemen much increase 
until 1776; while the conditiou of the colored man grew steadily worse. 

COLORED MASONS AND COLORED MASONRY. 

Grand Master Griswold informs us that organizations of colored men, 
in Ohio and other States, claiming to be Masons, have, at sundry times, 
sought recognition at the hands of “ some of our Grand Lodges that, 
failing at home, they have asked, and are about to receive the coveted 
boon, from Masonic bodies beyond the Atlantic. It would seem that such 
reference to. and judgment of tribunals possessing no jurisdiction of the 
subject matter, cannot bind, and need not much concern the brethren here 
assembled. 

He further says : 

“The Grand Lodge of Ohio, c the one recognized by us, met in October last; that 
among the questions discussed, was a proposition to recognize the so-called colored Grand 
Lodge of that State, together with its subordinates. Said proposition was referred to an 
able committee, who presented a report agreeing to recognize the said Grand Lodge as 
legal, upon condition that its members would change its title to African Grand Lodge.” 

Had not our worthy brother vouched for the ability of this committee, 
the extraordinary character of its report might have caused some to 
question its wisdom, while a careful inspection of the proceedings of that 
Grand Lodge for 1875, might cause others to regard the necessity for a 
division of labor and responsibility so manifest as to warrant the presence 
of two Grand Lodges within that State 

As Bro. Griswold seems to have formed an alliance with our brethren 
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of Ohio, for the popularization of “ colored Masonry” — citing the action 
of that Grand Body as giving countenance to the movement, it mav be 
pertinent further to quote its proceedings — first advising our brethren 
that we have ever deemed it but an a Ft of Masonic comity and justice — 
the doing unto others that which we would that others should do unto us ; 
to aid a neighbor Grand Lodge, should the exigency arise, in repelling 
invasion or suppressing usurpation within its jurisdiction — at least in so 
far as to refuse to meet the usurper on Masonic ground, or recognize the 
validity of his usurpation; but the aFtion of that “more than thirty 
thousand zealous Masons,” who invite rather than regel encroachment, 
that they may occupy a house divided against itself, renders that duty, in 
this instance, doubtful, and its performance difficult. Grand Master 
Battin congratulates the Craft upon the flexibility of Ohio Masonry : 


“It is an illustration of the republican simplicity which has been engrafted upon our 
order, by which merit, and not birth, shall receive its reward. Our Lodges, Grand and 
subordinate, are governed by laws adopted by our members, subject to change or revision 
at their will, and intended to conform to the wants of the Fraternity. Our officers are 
eledled from the body’ of the members, invested with just such powers— and no others — as 
arc provided in our written constitutions and rules The tyrannical and monarch teal 
prerogatives of which we have heard, are not to be found in this jurisdiction, and, in an 
institution governed by written laws, should be obliterated.” 

These contemplated changes — this adding to, and taking from, the 
things written in our book of constitutions, may have prepared our Ohio 
brethren for a more vigorous assault upon the landmarks. When the 
descendants of Jacob shall proclaim the abrogation of the Decalogue, — 
the believers in Christ, His teachings and sacraments, and the followers 
of the Prophet his Koran, declaring themselves bound by no law they 
have not enatted, — the nation will have fallen upon evil times: then the 
temples, shrines and sanctuaries, once so sacred to the memory of their 
glorious founders, shall know their great originals no more forever, while 
upon their desecrated altars, strange offerings will be made to unknown 
gods. Bro. Battin becomes patriotic, he revises the Declaration of 
Independence, and creates all men free as well as cqttal* This enlargement 
of the area of freedom, is accepted without a dissenting voice, by the 
chosen representatives of four hundred and twenty Lodges of “zealous 
Mas on spy R 

“One hundred years ago, our Patriotic Fathers proclaimed to the world those noble words 
embodying great truths, that shook the thrones of monarchs as an earthquake. l All men 
are created jree and equal > endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among 
which is life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’ They were the foundation of a great 
Republic, which, having- stood the test of time, the shocks of foreign and intestine wars, 
is now at the close of its first century, greater, stronger, more powerful than ever before, 
and, like the Temple of Solomon, the wonder and admiration of the world. Our people are 
indeed free. Prejudice lias given way to reason, passion to judgment, and all men of every 
fi+ace, without regard to previous condition, are invested with equal rights and immunities. 
The summit of perfedtion in free government has been reached, not only in theory, hut in 
fadt, by liberating the bondsmen and placing all upon an equality in rights. 

“ That which is true of the nation should be of the great Masonic Brotherhood.” 


(The italics are his.) 

Finally, our brethren of Ohio, and Grand Master Griswold, are “satis- 
fied that colored Free Masonry had a legitimate beginning in this country , 
6 
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as much so as any other Free Maso?iry ; in fadt, it came from the same 
source We shall see. 

Grand Master Griswold continues : 

“ Final aiStion was deferred. The indications are, that at their next gathering, the 
measure will carry. Heretofore, we have taken no aiftion with reference to these so-called 
Lodges of colored Masons. Neither am I aware that any proposition, bearing upon this 
point, has been brought before us.” 

Thus we are advised that it is Grand Master Griswold who invites us to 
this feast of l< untimely figs,” who makes an issue where none should be 
made; who speaks of distinctions unknown to our order, and then, as if 
to bear witness against himself, says : 

(< Masonry knows no se£ts, no religions, as such; no castes, no nationalities, no black, no 
white. The color line is not found in Masonry; it lias no place there. To introduce it, 
would be to mar the symmetry of our beautiful temple.” 

To all of which, save the reference to “castes” every true Mason will 
sav Amen. Then ask our Most Worshipful brother why in violation of 
these laws and landmarks he thus raises his African “ Ebenezer,” intro- 
duces these questions of “black” and ££ white, ”^ind wittingly preaches 
heresy to the Craft ? 

We are told that “ Masonry knows no castes.” Here Bro. Griswold 
is at fault — evidently confounding Masons, so-called, with Masonry. The 
fact that men receive Masonic degrees who are oblivious of the genius of 
our order, fortunately does not abrogate its laws. It may be well here to 
say that Masonry is not ignorant of castes. It has ever recognized and 
yielded obedience to the laws of the land defining the status of the free 
man and the slave - Caste indicates race, breed , lineage , class , order — 
the conditions into which, by law, society, from the earliest time, has 
been divided; wherein the right of Jehovah to make “one vessel unto 
honor and another unto dishonor ” has ever been recognized and respected, 
and upon this basis the privileges, burdens and responsibilities of the 
various orders of men have been determined, in all civilized nations, from 
the earliest time. Thus in India, Egypt, Assyria, Persia — throughout the 
east, whence came “ the wise men” — the law of caste reaches beyond the 
period of history. In the time of Zoroaster, the people were generally 
classed thus: Priests, soldiers, husbandmen, and the pariah or villein 
class. In Judea, servants were commanded to obey their masters, and 
there were orders and courses among the priests and Levites. These were 
evidently not flattered at being “ranked” by Solomon on the occasion of 
the dedication of the temple. Hence, perhaps, the conspiracy of brethren 
of the cloth in latter times, to fill his niche with the statue of a saint 
unknown to the ancient Craft. In England, each of the sixty-six orders, 
degrees, stages or steps, indicating the position each man shall occupy 
between the laborer and the Thro?ie, is determined by rank — the six 
lowest thus: Esquire, gentleman, yeoman, tradesman, artizan, laborer. 
“As for gentlemen, they be made good cheap in this kingdom, for who- 
soever studieth the laws of the realm, who studieth in the Universities, 
who professeth the liberal sciences, and (to be short) who can live idly 
and without manual labor, and will bear the porte, charge and countenance 
of a gentleman, he shall be called ?naster , (Mr.,) and shall be taken for a 
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gentleman.’® “A yeoman is he that hath free lands.” “The rest of the 
commonality are tradesme?t , artificers , and laborers , who (as well as the 
others) must be styled by the name and addition of their estate, degree, 
or mystery, in all writs, actions, appeals and indictments.” So much for 
caste. Thus, then, as now, in church and State, with Mordicai or Haman, 

“All kinds and creatures stand or fall, 

By strength, by prowess, or by wit. 

God hath appointed unto all 
Who shall bear sway — who submit.” 

CLANDESTINE MASONS. 

Grand Master Griswold would know how it is 

“ Made to appear that they (the colored Masons) are clandestine? Certainly not,” he 
says, “by following up their line of descent, for if we do this, we will find that their Ma- 
sonic genealogy is as clear, true, unmistakable and as easily traced as our own.” 

This is evidently a plea in avoidance . Until the title to the estate in 
controversy has been fixed in the ancestor, the questions of heirship, de- 
scent, or genealogy cannot properly arise. Elsewhere it will appear, as 
we believe, that Prince Hall was never the legal custodian of anything 
pertaining to Masonry. 


AFRICAN CREDENTIALS. 

Grand Master Griswold continues : 

“We have not time to go into details; that would be the work of a committee. We wish 
to call attention to the fadt that the first Lodge of Colored Masons was organized in Boston, 
chartered in 1784, by the Grand Lodge of England, was known upon its registry as * Af- 
rican Lodge, No. 459.* From this beginning sprang all the colored Lodges of this country. 
They started out regularly from the Grand Lodge of England ; we claim the same origin, 
or, in other words, both they and we are Masonically from the same source.” 

It may suffice to say that had this charter been found in the hands of 
Bro. Joseph Warren previous to the memorable conflict on “ Bunker’s 
awful mount,” it would have clothed him and his associates with ample 
authority to make Masons — he being worthy and well qualified, and a 
Master in Israel ; while the same charter in the hands of Prince Hall, 
could not authorize him to do the same, he being neither free-born, a free 
man , or citizen of the colony, or state of Massachusetts, or of the United 
States, according to the laws of England or America, of London or Bos- 
ton — colonial, state, municipal, or Masonic; consequently he was not a 
Mason. It was “ not in the power of any body of Masons” to confer this 
distinction upon him ; and, as “ from this beginning sprang all the colored 
Lodges of this country,” it being an axiom that the heir cannot set up a 
better title than that possessed by the ancestor, there are no colored Ma- 
sons in these United States, neither have there been, nor can there be, until 
children born of colored parents since the adoption of the recent amend- 
ments to our Federal Constitution, touching the questions of slavery free- 
dom and citizenship . shall attain their majority, and be made Masons in 
some lawfully constituted Lodge. If this be not 10 , then is the history of 
the colored man, as it stands out upon the constitutional, legislative and 
judicial records of these United States, a lie, and the adoption of the 
XIVth and XVth amendments a farce . 
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IRREGULARITIES. 

Grand Master Griswold continues : 

“ Aft^r a somewhat careful investigation of this matter, I am satisfied that the so-called 
irregularities attending the organization of the first colored Grand Lodge in this country, 
were fewer in number, and of less importance, than those pertaining to the early history of 
some other American Grand Lodges, who stand to-day deservedly in the lead, and from 
whom we trace our Masonic descent. The faCts are, brethren, that with reference to these 
matters we are ‘ living in glass houses,’ and it is not, in my opinion, at all wise for us to 
engage in the sport of throwing stones.” 

I find no authority upon which to predicate this grievous assault upon 
the very Palladium of our order, and congratulate the Craft upon thefadt, 
that while Bro. Griswold hurls his stones, we do not “ live in glass houses.” 

GRAND LODGE JURISDICTION. 

Under this head, Grand Master Griswold queries : 

“ But, peril aps, you are ready to meet me af this point with an objection, to-wit : that the 
existence of these colored Lodges is in contravention to an ancient landmark, which says 
1 that a Grand Lodge has supreme and exclusive jurisdiction within its territorial limits over 
all matters of Ancient Cratt Masonry;’ therefore, they must be regarded as 'clandestine.’ 
We would say, that the objeCtoPs conclusion is correct, if his premises are right, for noth - 
ingis more evident than that any body of Masons is clandestine whose very being is a vio- 
lation of an ancient hind in ark. But is the doCtriue of exclusive Grand Lodge jurisdiction 
a landmark?” 

It may suffice, in addition to what has been said of the non-Masonic 
character of these colored bodies, to observe that this dodtrine of exclu- 
sive jurisdiction appears to be recognized in these United States, while 
the constitution of this Grand Lodge declares : 

“That a Grand Lodge has supreme and exclusive jurisdiction, within its territorial 
limits, over all matters of Aucient Craft Masonry.” 

Grand Master Griswold contends ; 

(t That Lodges may, under certain circumstances , exist in territory occupied bv » Grand 
Lodge to which they are not subject, and 7 et not be clandestine”. (2) 


(3) “JOHN II. BEAN.” 

Grand Master Griswold, in his address to this Grand Lodge, in 1874, says : “The Sec- 
retary of Winona Lodge wrote me that they had succeeded in obtaining' a photograph of 
the notorious John H. Bean, who has figured so extensively in different parts of the United 
States, humbugging the people by palming upon them a spurious Masonry. I ordered the 
Secretary to obtain two hundred copies of said photograph, and forward them to the Grand 
Secretary — this he did. The Grand Secretary, by my direction, issued circulars, in which 
he grave a life-like description of the 'gentleman in question’ which circulars, ac- 
companied by the photographs, were sent to all the Lodges in this jurisdiction, and the 
various Grand Secretaries of other Grand Lodges; also to the different Masonic periodicals. 
The effeCt was most excellent, the said Bean suddenly collapsed; his 'occupation 
was gone,’ and lie soon left for parts unknown.” This action of Grand Master Griswold 
was praiseworthy; had the Supervision of the Craft in Boston, at the time of which we 
write, received like attention, it is not probable that this committee bad existed. There are 
certain incidents in this Bean affair, worthy of note. Prince Hall mentions a brother Bos- 
ton Mason, named Bean, whom he writes down thus — “Samevill Beean.” (In this our 
Prince gives evidence of his cockney training.) Now, as our Winona Bean was slso a 
resident of Boslon, is it not probable that he is a plant of the original “ strange vine,” and 
that “ spurious Masonry” is hereditary in the family? 
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While such a case, cannot occur within this jurisdiction, it would be 
unjust to aid in forming a different precedent for the affliction of others. 

SEPARATE ORGANIZATION. 

Grand Master Griswold says : 

“You ask what necessity for their independent organization ? There is nothing - in our 
regulations to prohibit the colored man from applying for and receiving the degrees in our 
Lodges- We do not ask whether he is white or black, but ‘ is he worthy and well quali- 
fied?’ We repl}’’, that theoretically this is true; but while in words we never ask concern- 
ing the color of the applicant’s skin, how is it in point of fact? What about the average 
opportunity which the colored man has of finding his way into our Lodges? Once in a 
g real while we hear of a Lodge that has opened its doors to the negro, but such cases are 
•very few. In nearly every Lodge, there may be found one or more whose prejudices 
against the oppressed race are so strong, that the very idea of one of them being admitted 
is abhorrent, and when one negative vote is sufficient to bar the Lodge, it is not difficult to 
understand how tire best colored man is almost sure of being denied admission. Fadts like 
these, tell us that their Lodges are a necessity, and if so, let us recognize them as lawfully 
constituted.” 

As there are no colored Masons in these United States, certainly none 
that we may lawfully recognize, the above argument becomes hypothetical ; 
yet, were it real, the faCts stated furnish ample reasons for the non- 
recognition, as brothers, of men so abhorrent” to members of the Craft. 
What right have we to force an unwelcome guest upon our brother, even 
though he be the best qualified Caucasian in the land? No white man can 
become a Mason, or enter a Lodge, if objection be made. Shall the 
Ethiopian be more highly favored ? Shall the color of his skin exempt 
him from the ordeal to which the white man is subjected? And this, too, 
while we profess to ignore the question of color? In the name of Masonry 
these thing's cannot be . 

FREE BORN. 

Grand Master Griswold continues. 

“ ‘But,’ (vou ask,) ‘what about that word free-born? It is in the old “Constitutions,” 
and set down as a prerequisite for admission. How, many members of colored Lodges 
were born in slavery; how then can we recognize them?’ In reply, we say, the spirit of 
Masonry is the spirit of justice; therefore, when any mere technicality stands in tbe way of 
its noble mission, said technicality should be made to stand one side. 

“ The Grand Lodge of England, in 1S47, struck out ‘ free-born ’ and inserted ‘ free -man,’ (3) 
and thus it stands to-day; and in my humble opinion we would do ourselves credit by 
following their example. But, if any are scrupulous about striking out ‘ free-born,’ let it 


(3) At this session of that Grand Lodge, we are told that a colloquy (whether real or 
imaginarv I know not) took place between the Grand Master and the brethren, upon the 
propriety of so modifying the landmark touching- free birth as to open the Lodges to certain 
recently made freed men; that tbe proposition straightway found favor in the eyes of the 
brethren, when “ free-born ” was transformed into “ free -man.” Now, as the British Govern- 
ment did no more (as I understand it) than to free her slaves from servitude, they thus 
became freed m t u , yet are no more free -men or citizens, (nor so much so, according to the 
laws of England,) than were our freed men previous to the adoption of the recent consti- 
tutional amendments. If this be so, they are no more admissible to the Lodge than they 
were previous to the destruction of that landmark. The Grand Lodge of England must 
abandon her African mission or try tigain. If it be the intention of tbe Government to 
transform these freed men into citizens , an additional a< 5 t of Parliament will be required 
Then we may know whether England will place the negro upon a higher plane than that 
occupied by the majority of her white population. 
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remain. The only objection I have to it is that it is superfluous. It does not mean anything 1 
— unless it be a slight token of respedt to the lifeless remains of an old exploded error.” 

Free birth is a condition precedent — “ the law of the land ” and of the 
Craft. As well might we urge that a belief in the Messiah stands as a 
useless and unmeaning “ technicality” in the creed of Christian churches, 
whereby honest men and good citizens, who do not believe in the divinity 
of Christ, are unjustly excluded from communion in the church over 
which Bro. Griswold presides, and for this reason ask that this “article’’ 
be “ made to stand aside,” as that he should ask us to strike down 
this ancient monument, reared by our fathers in honor of freedom. 
Our worthy brother informs us that the Grand Lodge of England has 
“ stricken out the word free-born,” and urges us to imitate her example. 
In this, the English Craft have apparently adted unwisely. The removal 
of a landmark is a task which cannot be performed by any body of 
Masons, and though “ stricken out” by all the Lodges in the land, remains 
binding upon the order. After all, the “ only objection ” Bro. Griswold 
has to “free-born” is, that it is superfluous — meaning nothing — “unless 
it be a slight token of re sped! to the lifeless remains of an exploded error.” 
This confounding the law of free birth, as fixed by England for the 
classification of her white inhabitants, and by our landmarks for defining 
the standard of a Mason, with slavery, or its abolition within these United 
States, may serve to illustrate the efledt of optical illusions in darkening 
the understanding, produced by the contemplation of objedts through 
opaque Senegambian glasses. Our brother is evidently the subjedt of 
misplaced affedtion — the African cuts no exclusive figure here. These 
laws which Bro. Griswold so delights to dishonor, are neither “ lifeless,’ 
unmeaning, or “exploded,” but remain in force in the empire as well 
as in the Lodge, commanding the obedience and respedt of every good 
citizen and Mason. That there may be no more halting between conflidting 
opinions, Bro. Griswold is respedtfully referred to 

“ THE FREE MAN’S ROLL.” 

“The Town Clerk of every burrough shall make out a list, to be called 
the '‘Free Man's Roll? of all persons admitted as burgesses , or free-men^ 
who were entitled to a share, or benefit, of the lands and public stock of 
the burrough, before the passage of such adt, for the purpose of reserving 
such rights, and as distinguishing them from the burgesses newly created 
by the adt; and entitled to the rights which it newly confers ; these last to 
be entered on another roll, called the burgesses' roll” (4) (6th and 7th 
Vidtoria, Chapter 76.) 

Those thus registered are citizens , gentlemen^ freemen ; voters, and 
qualified to hold certain offices. 

The following figures, taken from a report ordered printed, by the 
House of Commons, in 1854, may serve to indicate the proportion that 


(4) Some of these italics are ours. These new made freemen do not succeed to the rank 

and dignity of the old regime. Moreover, lands are sometimes held in perpetuit} 4 * * 7 , the rental 

of which accrues to the successors of the original corporators of the town or burrough — not 
to the mass of its inhabitants, even should they be newly made free men. Hence, the 

necessity for distinctive rolls — all freemen not being equal. 
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free-men bear to the aggregate population of England, in our time. In 
that of Prince Hall, free-men were more scarce, both in England and 
Massachusetts : 

Ratio of Free-men or Electors to population : 

In English Counties, i Elector to 20 inhabitants. 

In Scotch Counties, 1 Elector to 34 inhabitants. 

In Irish Counties, 1 Elector to 40 inhabitants. 

“ So fly the shadows and the stars, before the rising dawn.*' 

"FREE AND EQUAL . ” 

Grand Master Griswold says : 

“We, of this country, claim to believe that ‘ all men are created equal.’ ” 

In this, our brother is again at fault. It is well known that the reputed 
author of this declaration, at the time he penned it, held his fellow man 
in slavery; that this traffic was ampl y f rotedied and surely guaranteed by 
the Constitution of the United States. This remained in force for nearly a 
century. That Congress enacSted “The Fugitive Slave Law.” under which 
the Supreme Court restored “runaway slaves” to masters who held four 
millions, born upon our soil, in bondage. 

“ THE ALMIGHTY NEVER MADE A SLAVE.” 

Once more we quote : 

“'The Almighty never made a slave,’ therefore all men are free-born, and a proper 
construction of this word does not put an)' legal hinderance in the path of a?iy colored man 
who wishes to find his way into a Masonic Lodge.” 

Some there are who believe that the Almighty “created all things.” 
yet rather than appear captious, we permit the church to say who “ made 
the slave,” and as we would not judge the Maker of heaven and earth, 
allow his chosen ministers to determine whether, in His infinite wisdom, 
the manufacture of slaves was confided to inferior gods. Certain it is, 
that a distinction has ever been made, whether in Jaws human or divine, 
between the bond and the free ; that as surely as the passage of the seasons 
through the signs of the zodiac, slavery comes and goes , servants obey 
their masters, and the “bondman” is bought and sold in the markets of 
the world. Hagar was “ the bondwoman” of Sarah, and so valuable were 
these “human chattels,” in the days of the Patriarchs, that Joseph was 
sold for twenty pieces of silver, to merchants ignorant of his extraordinary 
virtue. All men are neither born nor created equal. Some, apparently 
born to a different estate, become hewers of wood and drawers of water, 
through negledt. misdemeanor, or crime. As no colored man was a citizen 
or free man , previous to the adoption of our recent constitutional amend- 
ments, the door of every Lodge in the land, not clandestine , is closed, and 
must so remain, to every r Ethiopian who may now believe himself to have 
been made a Mason. 

Familiarity with error places truth at a disadvantage. Various causes 
have tended to produce, in the popular mind, erroneous impressions of the 
laiv and the fadts , in this case. The better impulses of our nature cause 
us to feel that man is our brother, and it is pleasant to contemplate that 
freedom and equal^q so beautifully portrayed in the Declaration of Inde- 



4 8 


Proceedings of the 


1*877 


pendence; that was a good speech, and it answered well the purpose for 
which it was made, yet it was never the law of the land. The sages and 
patriots of ’76 framed a constitution which guaranteed slavery : this was 
adopted by the people. That instrument reserved to the nation, in its 
representative capacity, the prerogative of defining the attributes of her 
citizens. The question was wisely removed from the States. “The 
citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities 
of citizens in the several States.” Regardless of this national reservation, 
some of the States undertook to make citizens and voters of the Free 
Negro: a 6 ts were passed to this end, in virtue of which colored men have 
cast illegal votes for the last fifty years. This example so far misled some 
Lodges as to cause them to regard the freed man as a freeman and citizen. 
Under this impression an attempt was made to confer Masonic degrees 
upon him. 

THE NEW DEPARTURE. 

In anticipation of delay, in the consummation of his designs. Grand 
Master Griswold will agitate, 

“But in the meantime, we should make a declaration of principles, and urge upon our 
sister Grand Lodges the propriety of speedily placing themselves in a proper relation to 
their colored brethren.” 

No nevu declaration of principles can be made by Masons. The wise man 
of Israel having been skeptical as to “ new things.” and the vengeance of 
heaven being denounced against those who remove ancient landmarks, we 
cannot aid in working out the proposed innovation, trusting that our sister 
Grand Lodges, and their members, have ever been placed in a proper 
relation to their colored brethren, and vice versa . Be this as it may, as 
the subject is somewhat delicate, and quite foreign to Masonry, let us 
tacitly accept the doFtrine of “squatter sovereignty,” permitting these 
brothers and sisters to regulate their own domestic affairs in their own 
way, regard being had to the integrity of their several institutions. 

PRINCE IIALL AND THE ARMY LODGE. 

It is said that Prince Hall was made a Mason in an “ army Lodge.” 
This statement is not worthy of credence. If true, it would seem that 
the officers and members of that Lodge, violated their obligations and for- 
feited their charter. Upon what evidence are these Army Masons to be 
convicted of such high-handed disregard of duty? It should not be on 
that of the party who seeks advantage ‘from the wrong thus done the or- 
der. A wrong calling alike for the expulsion of the makers and their 
dupes. 

What were the supposed influences brought to bear upon this Army 
Lodge, which so blunted its perceptions of duty? Was it wealth? Prince 
Hall was poor. Was it rank, power, or social position ? Prince Hall ap- 
pears to have been illiterate, and a vagrant in the eye of the law. Can 
we, with these lights before us, believe the story? The warrant or char- 
ter of every Army Lodge becomes forfeit, unless the following injublions 
be striblly observed, to-wit: “No military Lodge shall, under any pre- 
tence, initiate into Masonry, any inhabitant, or sojourner in any town or 
place, at which its members maybe stationed, or through which they may 
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be marching; nor any person who does not, at the time, belong to the 
military profession.” (This is just, how else could it be an Army Lodge?) 
Further, “when any military Lodge, under the constitution of England, 
shall be in foreign parts, it shall conduct itself so as not to give offense to 
the Masonic authorities of the country, or place in which it may sojourn, 
never losing sight of the duties it owes to the Grand Lodge of England.” 

Whether viewed in the light of history, law, fa6t or common sense, this 
whole affair appears a huge farce , reminding us of the cooper, who would 
fill all orders in his line, yet whose entire stock in trade was made up of a 
single “bung hole,” around which he proposed to construct the largest 
casks. 

PRINCE HALL AS A FREED MAN. 

Massachusetts says the African freed man was an idle and vicious con- 
spirator. If this were so, it was a grievous fault, and grievously hath he 
atoned for it. Whatever may have been her status upon the question of 
slavery, in the time of Prince Hall; no one who will examine her laws 
touching the free negro, can halt between two opinions; he is constantly 
mentioned in terms of severity, contempt or hate; she fixed 

“The primal mark upon his brow, 

The chattel stamp, the pariah stain, 

It followed still his hunted race — 

The curse without the crime of Cain.” 

She even placed a whip in the hands of every free man, with instruc- 
tions implied, if not expressed — 

“To lash the negro, naked, round the land.” 

He was declared a vagrant, the police were upon his track, vigorous 
measures were taken to drive him from the state; still some lingered 
within its borders. A bounty was offered as an encouragement for the 
importation of white slaves, called “ servants,” these were to be sold into 
service as the condition upon which said bounty was to be paid. To this 
A£t was a preamble, setting forth the wicked character of the colored pop- 
ulation. Their presence is declared a “discouragement to the importa- 
tion of white Christian servants;” hence, “ Any merchant that shall im- 
port an}' English subject (male) and dispose of him (in Massachusetts) 
between the ages of eight and twenty-five, shall receive a bounty of forty 
shillings.” 

On the 25th of March, 1788, it was enabled that “No African or negro 
* * * shall tarry within this commonwealth, more than two 

months, and after complaint before any Justice of the Peace, and order to 
depart, he remain ten days, he may be committed to any house of correc- 
tion, at hard labor, till the sessions of the peace shall next be holden, and 
if convi6ted before said court, may be whipped, not exceeding ten strokes, 
and ordered to depart out of the commonwealth, within ten days ; and if 
he or she shall not depart, the same process shall be had, and punishment 
inflicted, and so toties qtioties 

“ From this beginning sprang all the colored Lodges in this country.” 
Were these Free Masons? Who will now contend that Prince Hall was 
even a free man? The above whipping clause was abolished February 
26th, 1826, nineteen years after his death. While rejoicing at the amelio- 

7 
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ration of the condition of the colored man, it must be conceded that he 
who permitted Prince Hall to enter a Lodge committed a crime against 
the order. 

“ A free negro is not a citizen of the United States in contemplation of 
the Constitution. ” — (1st Litt. R. 334.) 

All attempts to make Masons of these non- free men, non- citizens, are in 
such conflict with law and landmark, as to render the aft not only void } 
but incur able , even were we to concede that the story of Prince Hall’s 
making, was neither a fidlion , or fraud of the Bean stripe (at least as much 
so as if the bona fide electors of these States should cast their votes for 
the King of Dahomey, as their candidate for the Presidency, he being 
doubly an alien) in either case the aft must ever remain void , beyond the 
power of the Craft or nation, to cure , regularise or legalise , all attempts 
in that direftion being «?^f-Masonic, extra- judicial, exfost fadio , and ut- 
terly void . 

Should we resolve the Lodge into a Reform School or “Freedman’s 
Bureau,” 

“Ye favored and enlightened few,” 

would, ere long, be recognized as the ignorant and degraded many; it is 
manifest that there is now much need that we level uf, instead of down. 

PliINCE HALL AND THE BRITISH ARMY. 

Was he a reliable contraband ? Did he give aid and comfort to the 
enemy in “ times that tried men’s souls?” As we are so constantly urged 
to be just to his descendants in “ this Centennial year,” we may be excused 
for having glanced at the history of his time. While the records of Mas- 
sachusetts show how odious was the negro, and while appearances were 
adverse to the good standing of Prince Hall, no charge appears to have 
been made touching his loyalty, either to Generals Gage or Warren. Yet 
as many are anxious to know whether a Lodge attached to the British 
army really attempted to confer Masonic degrees upon him, and if so ? 
■why? we quote : “ Captain John Wilson, of the fifty-ninth regiment, was 
accused of exciting the slaves against their masters, assuring them that 
the soldiers had come to secure their freedom, and that, with their assist- 
ance, they should be able to drive the Liberty Boy's to the Devil.” 

The cross of St. George and the Drag'on, like the Angel of Death, 
hovered over that beleaguered and devoted city. Subsequently, John 
Hancock, and other prominent men of Boston, were imprisoned; women 
were outraged ; the Court in which John Adams and the bar appeared, met 
under the following circumstances : Mr. Otis moved that the Court meet 
in Faneuil Hall, “not only,” said he, “as the stench occasioned by the 
troops in the Representatives’ Chamber, may prove infeftious, but as it is 
derogatory to the honor of the Court, to administer justice at the mouths 
of cannon and the points of bayonets.” 

We now proceed to show the relations of Prince Hall to this army— 
quoting from an address delivered before the members of Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge, June 30th, 1858 : “ In the year 1775, * * * when 

every man, woman, aye, and even children, in Massachusetts, were pre- 
paring for open resistance with the British forces, — in the midst of all this 
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turmoil and confusion, this heartfelt anxiety, — alone, and at night, might 
have been seen, wending his way to the ^quarters of General Gage, a 
colored man. * * * In the silent hour of night, he knocked, 

and the doors of Masonry were opened unto him ; his eyes beheld the 
form and beauty of our Lodge. That young man you will readily recog- 
nize as Prince Hall. He then, in that British traveling Lodge, ere the 
first blood of the revolution flowed upon the tender grass on the green of 
Lexington, received the lights of Masonry.” Why was this colored man 
apparently' so indifferent to the fate of every man, woman and child in 
Massachusetts, in the town in which he sojourned? Was there nothing in 
the town of Boston that he would save from the hands of the spoiler? 
Were all his enemies? Was he a spy in the camp? Had he the counter- 
sign by which to pass the sentinel and enter the British headquarters 
while the darkness covered him? As we are to deal with the sensational, 
it may be well to ask, whose memory should we now hold most dear, that 
of the British General Gage and his allies, or our own brave chief and 

gallant brother, the marred Warren and his companions in arms? 

\ 

“The brave on Bunker’s Hill who stood, 

Who fearless fought and died, 

Felt in their veins tlie Pilgrims’ blood, 

Their glory and their pride.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

In all that pertains to Prince Hall and his descendants, our brethren of 
Massachusetts have, so far as I am advised, aCted wisely. Our relations 
with the brethren of the ££ old Bay State” are fraternal, and it would seem 
that the a Ct of seriously entertaining a petition from men within that 
jurisdiction, asking Masonic recognition at our 'hands, previous to having 
obtained it from the home institution, could not stand the test of the 
“ Golden Rule.” 

The alacrity with which we furnish restless men an opportunity for 
gratifying their love of change and fondness for display, has become the 
bane of our order, translating men from that spiritual vineyard wherein 
the work is truly great and the laborers few, to the Oriental chair, whence 
we now listen to invocations unknown to the founders of our order; even 
statues reared in honor of him upon whom £i God conferred such royal 
majesty as had never been conferred upon any King in Israel before,” are 
cast down, and the effigy of one who had never builded an hut, inhabited a 
dwelling, hired an architect, or paid a tailor, now occupies the pedestal 
once adorned by that of the wise man of Israel. This latter change is 
wrought, as we are falsely told, for the reason that he of the leathern 
girdle and scanty wardrobe, was a member, and eminent Christian patron 
of our order, a statement in conflict with the history of the man and his 
time, and never yet believed by a well informed Mason, a fiction inter- 
polated into our ritual, by a reverend brother, probably, that it might 
appear to his deluded parishioners that he had not ££ gone after strange 
gods.” Here is a specimen of the Christian Mason’s mode of serving two 
masters : (See Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Indian Territory, 187$.) 

“ One of the reverend brothers contemplating a removal, a resolution was adopted, ‘that 
we cordially commend him to the brethren among whom he may cast his lot, as an earnest, 
whole-souled Christian and Mason.’ 
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In the address of the reverend Bro. Grand Orator, we find : 

‘“The entire system of Free or Speculative Masonry is contained in the Bible. The Bible 
is the Mason’s “Great Light,” it is his “ Polar Star,” his “Chart/ 1 his " Book of the 
Law,” his “ Constitution ;” without the Bible there is no Masonry. The Bible is the whole 
of Masonry.’ ” 

Solomon was gathered to his fathers many' centuries too soon for the 
incorporation of Christianity into his religious or Masonic cieeds. Had 
the reverend Grand Orator substituted Vedas , Pentateuch or Koran for 
“Bible,” he would have been quite as accurate. And again : 

“ Your committee being missionaries, having extensive and destitute fields of labor, can 
not, without materially neglecting their high duties, prepare such a report as would be just 
to themselves, and creditable to the M.*. WY Grand Lodge of •” 

From such reverend teachers we say, “Good Lord, deliver us.” I be- 
lieve it was at the siege of Acre that a division of Napoleon’s army faltered 
in a charge. When “ the army of Egypt” entered Paris in triumph, this 
division bore a banner inscribed, “ these are not of the aimy of Egypt. 
May the next conference cause these reverend 'whole-souled Christian 
Masons to bear a banner inscribed, “ these are not of the army of Christ, 
unless they shall speedily vacate a Masonic committee, whence a creditable 
report may not emanate, without so seriously prejudicing the service of 
the Lord. The sooner the Christian world shall understand that this is 
not a religious order, in the Christian acceptation of that term, the sooner 
shall we become harmonious. (5) The Vatican has afted wisely in this 


“don’t SPEAK TO THE MAN AT TIIE WHEEL.” 

I have crossed Hie Atlantic many times, and have observed — whether on board a ship of 
the Canard, Bremen, Imperial or other lines — that 110 one was allowed to “ speak to the 
man at the wheel.” That man had “ received a call,” he had been chosen by the proprie- 
tors of the ship to guide it safely to its destined haven; that he might more surely accom- 
plish this, no one was permitted to divert his attention, not even to speak to the man at the 
wheel. This reasonable Iitjundtinn was usually obeyed, yet on one occasion its violation 
was attempted. It was on board the good ship “ City of Paris,” of the Inman Line. A 
terrific storm struck us in mid-ocean, the hour was low twelve, Egyptian darkness pre- 
vailed, those who manned the ship were lashed to the shrouds, every third swell broke over 
the decks, the bowsprit was torn away, the fore imd main top-masts went by the board, the 
strong teek of whicMhe wheel-house was constructed was shivered to splinters, the wheel 
was broken at the rudder and the btave man who held it lost a hand ; while there were 
many 011 hoard, men, women and child run, and one minister of the GospcL During all this 
frightful storm no one uttered a cry, or attempted to speak to the man at the wheel, save our 
minister; he frantically sought to attract his attention. Failing in this, he, in a delirium 
of fear, shouted, “ Captc&i, step the ship! stop the ship!" Had this order been obeyed, all 
on board bad become “ food for fishes.” 

I further observed that neither of these lines employed, in the management of their ships 
those concerned in the other lines; this also seemed wise. I have never yet been a passen- 
ger on board the “old ship Zion," yet t have seen her mads ready for a trip (real or imagi- 
nary) to that bourne from whence no traveler returns. I have heard the supercargo descant 
upon the priceless char after of her freight, human soitls , so precious that for the loss oi 
one the world could not pay; and yet the managers of this ship, including “the man at the 
wheel,” were not only spoken to, they sought conversation upon topics foreign to the ship 
or its conduct. This enabled meto account for the loss of the millions whom I am advised 
annually go to perdition; verily 

“ Broad is the road that leads to death, 

And thousands walk together there, 

"While wisdom shews the narrow path, 

With here and there a traveler.” 
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matter — in so far as the interdiction of her clergy (the laj' Christians not 
being noted for their fondness for innovation.) To this extent may the 
Protestant world imitate her example. 

I am no apologist for slavery; yet slavery has been and will be. I 
would that all men were free, prosperous and happy, and that the} 1, deserved 
to be so. Yet this cannot be. I would God speed the freedman on his 
slow and difficult journey to civilization. It has ever caused me pain that 
the Gods of Afric slept while the white corsair moored his bark on Sene- 
gambia’s shore, invaded their palmy groves, and bore thence their children 
to slavery, beyond the seas. I regret that the consequences of this great 
wrong have been visited alike upon the oppressor and the oppressed; that 
by the opening of this Pandora’s box, the Furies filled the land with dis- 
cord and strife — that the peace of the family was destroyed — Christ’s 
visible church converted into a Pandemonium, from the fire and smoke of 
which evolves the Methodist Church North , and the Methodist Church 
SotUh — that these contending sections of a divided family manifested their 
belief and confidence in “ the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man,” by breaking His sacramental table in twain, and parting His gar- 
ments in our courts of law — above all, that this black Upas, after having- 
served as a pretext for poisoning the mind of the nation, causing a cruel 
war, filling the, land with mourning, becoming the demon of the ballot 
box, and imperilling the nation’s life, is now to become the i£ evil genius” 
of our order. As in the name of Liberty the world has been enslaved, so 
in the name of though not by the African, have these crimes been wrought, 
and the end is not yet. That little cloud, at first no bigger than a man’s 
hand, may j'et clothe the heavens in darkness, and cause the star of our 
destiny to go down in blood. 

Some maj 7 regret that the supervision of the Craft, in sundry localities, 
has apparentlyidevolved upon teachers of strange doCtrine. (6) Yet, let us 
be true and faithful — let us magnify the law of our fathers, and make it 
honorable, permitting no innovations, even though the Ethiopian shall 
change his skin and the leopard his spots. While grieved at these mani- 
festations of a desire for change, let us hold up to our restless, reverend 
brethren, “ the sign of the Prophet Jonas,” assuring them that none other 
shall be given; then bowing before Him who doeth all things well, by 
whom kings reign and princes decree justice, nobles, even all the judges 
of the earth, and say : t£ Thj 7 will be done.” 

In conclusion, the following preamble and resolutions, in conjunction 
with this report, are submitted, for the consideration of this Grand Lodge: 

Whereas, We recognize the doCtrine of supreme and exclusive Grand 


(6) “NEW DAY, NEW DUTY” 

Seems to have been patented “ for the good of Masonry.” Now, as there are no new days 
in the Calendar of God, truth and justice being as old as the firmament of heaven, a part of 
God himself, the same yesterday, to-day and forever; and as Jehovah has appointed no 
special commission, either in Ohio or Minnesota, for the revision of the decalogue, the 
sooner our Christian brethren learn that to fear God and ( keep His commandments com 
prises the whole duty of man , the better for the “ cloth” and the Craft, Let the “ cobbler 
stick to his last.” 
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Lodge jurisdiction in and over all matters pertaining to Ancient Craft 
Masonry within its territorial limits ; therefore be it 

Resolved , That this Grand Lodge will ever hold all so called Masonic 
organizations, aCting within its jurisdiction, in virtue of any authority, 
real or pretended, not emanating therefrom, to be, to all intents and pur- 
poses, clandestine , solemnly interdicting all Masonic intercourse between 
these, their members, and the members of this Grand Lodge, as well as 
of its subordinates. And be it further 

Resolved , That it is neither lawful nor expedient for this Lodge, to 
grant the prayer of these petitioners, and that they have leave to withdraw 
their several petitions. 7 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Aaron Goodrich. 

St. Paul, January ioth, 1877. 

P.’. G.*. M.*. Griswold, from the same committee, presented 
the following report : 

To the Mr. W. *. Grand Lodge of Minnesota : 

A minority of your committee appointed at the last Annual Communi- 
cation, to whom was referred that portion of the Grand Master’s address 
which related to “ Colored Masons and Colored Masonry,” also the petition 
of Pioneer Lodge, No. 5, and of J. K. Hillyard Lodge, No. 38, (colored,) 
askmg the privilege of surrendering to this Grand Body the charters they 
now hold from the Grand Lodge of Missouri, (colored,) and receiving 
from you charters in lieu thereof, would recommend : 

1st. That we adopt that portion of the address above mentioned as an 
expression of the sentiments of this Grand Lodge on this important 
subjeCt. 

2d. That the petition of the Lodges herein referred to, be granted. 

Charles Griswold. 

To the Mr. Wr. Grand Lodge of Minnesota: 

A minority of your committee appointed at our last Annual Communi- 
cation, to whom was referred the petition of Prince Hall Grand Lodge 
for Masonic recognition, would respectfully report, that while they have 
no doubt of the legitimacy of the Masonry of that Grand Body, yet, in 
view of our friendly relations to other Grand Lodges, who have not as yet 
seen their way clear in this matter, we would recommend that, for the 
present, formal recognition be deferred. 

Charles Griswold. 

Bro. Griswold proceeded to address the Grand Lodge, at some 
length, in support of his propositions. 

[Note. — The next day, Bro. Camp moved that Bro. Griswold 
be allowed the privilege of writing out a brief of his remarks, to 
be accepted as his report, and that the same be printed with the 
proceedings. For the sake of continuity, they are inserted 
here. — Gr. Sec.~\ 
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Speaking of the general subject, a prominent Mason has said : 

“ It affedts the Fraternity throughout the length and breadth of our land. Therefore, not 
only the journalists, but every Grand Lodge in the Union, should take up the subject and 
discuss it in all its bearings.” 

With the sentiments of these utterances we fully agree. The Grand 
Lodge of Ohio has brought us face to face with a problem we must solve, 
— one which is intimately connected with the very spirit of our institution, 
and upon the proper solution of which depends, largely, our Masonic 
prosperity and consistency for all time to come. American Masonry is 
virtually on trial before the world. And the question to be decided is 
not simply whether Masonic recognition shall be accorded to the colored 
Lodges of this country; but, shall we, as Masons, make good our pro- 
fessions; or, by availing ourselves of some technicality — by measuring 
our own Masonic legitimacy by one set of rules, and those of our colored 
brethren by another, shall we refuse so to do, and thus convince the 
world that the universality and cosmopolitan character of our institution, 
concerning which we talk so much, is a delusion and an idle boast? In 
view of these faCts, 'we do 'well to “ take up this subjedl and discuss it in 
all its bearings and from such a discussion, properly conduced, genuine 
Masonry has nothing to fear. 

When Grand Master Gardner, at the quarterly communication of the 
•Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, held in March, A. D.' 1870, reviewed the 
status of colored Masons, in this country, it was supposed that his fadts 
were so stubborn, and his arguments so unanswerable, as to forever put 
to rest all questions relating thereto, and it came very generally to be 
conceded that the colored Lodges were hopelessly out in the cold, and 
must forever be regarded as clandestine; but during the past few years, 
everything Masonic has been undergoing a very severe scrutiny. Eminent 
brethren, who are lovers of our institution and intensely devoted to all its 
interests, have thought that they discovered some chaff mixed in with the 
wheat; that the interests of all concerned, required that the two should 
be separated; and hence, for some time past, they have been very dili- 
gently pushing the winnowing process. Their labors have been crowned 
with signal success, and, as a result, many things in Masonic history, 
which once were regarded as fadts, have either lost their character as such, 
or their bearings have been very essentially modified by the more recent 
discoveries. Especially is this true with reference to those questions 
under discussion, relating to colored Lodges. A thorough investigation 
has brought to the surface fadts so positive in their nature, and arguments 
so conclusive, as to put the legitimacy of the colored Lodges of this 
country beyond the possibility of being successfully controverted. 

Recognizing the fadt that the legitimacy of the colored Masons of to-day 
must be very largely determined by the status of the first colored Lodge 
established in this country, (to-wit, African, No. 459,) it is made the main 
point of attack. 

The claim is, that it was irregular and clandestine, because, first, its 
establishment was a violation of the dodtrine of exclusive Grand Lodge 
jurisdiction. The point has thus been stated : 

“ In 1784, the Grand Lodge of England granted a charter to Prince Hall, and other 
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colored men, for holding 1 a Lodge in Boston. As there was already a Grand Lodge in 
Massachusetts, it is evident that the granting of the charter was illegal, and that, according 
to the recognized principles of American Masonic law, the said charter was null and void. 

In reply, we would sa y, that at the time mentioned, “exclusive Grand 
Lodge jurisdiction ” was not a recognized principle of “American 
Masonic law,” and never had been. In proof of this, it is sufficient to call 
attention to the different Grand Lodges exercising co-ordinate jurisdiction 
at that time, and before, in various parts of the world. We admit that the 
Massachusetts Grand Lodge, organized in 1777, had pit forth such a 
claim ; but we have yet to learn that any man, or body of men, can obtain 
rightful possession of anything they may desire, simply by laying claim 
thereto. If, upon this point, we are wrong, we wish speedily to be en- 
lightened, for there are many things which we have desired in vain to 
possess, “ lo, these many years.” Now, if by putting in a simple claim, 
thej' can be made rightfully ours, we think that we can see how some of 
our wishes may soon be gratified. 

But again, no matter what the claims of Massachusetts Grand Lodge 
were at the time mentioned, it is a matter of fad, well attested by history, 
that exclusive Masonic control over any given territory, was something 
which she did not have and was unable to obtain. St. John’s Grand Lodge 
still maintained its claim; and St. Andrew’s Lodge, of Boston, continued 
to exist and to retain its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Scotland until 
1809, when, by common consent, it came under the jurisdidion of the 
present Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. If, then, exclusive Grand Lodge 
jurisdidion was not in 1784, or even in 1787, a “ recognized principle of 
American Masonic law,” and if, still further, it did not in Massachusetts 
exist as a fad, it follows, as a matter of course, that African Lodge, No. 
459, whose charter bears the first mentioned date, was “just and lawfully 
constituted, and hence, that colored Masonry had, in this country, a 
legitimate beginning. 

Once more, no intelligent Mason of this day, claims the dodrine of 
“ exclusive jurisdidion” as a landmark, or, in other words, as one of the 
unchangeable laws of the order. Its American origin is admitted. Not 
being a landmark , it follows that it is a matter to be obtained and regu- 
lated solely by compad and local legislation. But, in the compad of 1792, 
to which the other Masons of Massachusetts were parties, African Lodge 
was neither invited nor permitted to have a part, and hence, in the State 
of Massachusetts, there is not, in fadl, to-day, any such thing as “ exclu- 
sive Grand Lodge jurisdidion. 

Again, it is claimed that another irregularity fatal to all claims of legiti- 
macy on the part of the colored Lodges, is found in the fad that African 
Lodge, which was only chartered as a subordinate, assumed Grand Lodge 
prerogatives by chartering, other Lodges, out of which, in conjundion with 
itself, was formed the Prince Hall Grand Lodge. B y taking this course, 
African Lodge virtually resolved itself into a Mother or Grand Lodge. 

The only question to be determined is, had she a right so to do? We 
reply, under the circumstances, she had, most assuredly. But you ask, 
what about the three Lodge rule? We answer, that by common consent, 
(in no other way) said rule may be regarded as well settled to-day, but it 
was not then. Certainly, it had not its origin in the first Grand Lodge 
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formed in 1717, for that was a Masonic mass meeting, composed of the 
members of the four Lodges mentioned, in which the youngest Entered 
Apprentice had a vote; nor after its organization did said Grand Lodge 
enadt any law requiring that thereafter there must be a union of at least 
three Lodges, in order to the formation of a legal Grand Lodge. The 
Lodges of Three Globes and Royal York, located at Berlin, Prussia, were 
each chartered as subordinates, and they each became Grand or Mother 
Lodges by issuing charters for the organization of other Lodges, and yet 
no one would dare to question either their legitimacy or that of their off- 
spring. Why, then, should the legitimacy of the children of African 
Lodge, No. 459, be questioned, when it followed precisely the course laid 
down by the first mentioned Lodges? The G.rand Lodge of York, or, as 
it styled itself, the Grand Lodge of all England, was formed by the An- 
cient York Lodge declaring itself a Grand Lodge, and that, too, when it 
had not a subordinate. It was a childless Grand Lodge. 

I have before me the “proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Massachu- 
setts” at its last Communication. On the title page I find the following: 
“Annual Communication, December, 1875, being its one hundred and 
forty- second anniversary,” from which we may legitimately infer that they 
recognize the formation of the St John’s Grand Lodge under Henry Price 
in 1733 as iust and lawful, or that, at least, the irregularities attending said 
organization, if any such there were, were not of such a nature as to in- 
validate its Masonic claims, and further, that in some way they recognize 
their- present Grand Lodge as a continuation of the St. John’s aforesaid; 
but from page 288, Webb’s Monitor, second edition, and also from other 
good Masonic authorities, we learn that on the 30th day of July,- 1733, the 
Grand Master, i. e., Henry Price, '“opened a Grand Lodge at Boston, in 
due form,” and after that proceeded to organize Lodges. St. John’s Lodge 
being the first, or in other words, the first Grand Lodge in Massachusetts, 
was organized without even one subordinate. Now if this childless Grand 
Lodge was a lawful organization, what about that first colored Grand 
Lodge, which had at least one Lodge with which to commence its exist- 
ence ? We do not propose to discuss the legality of the Henry Price Grand 
Lodge, but, for the sake of the argument only, we admit that it was all 
that was claimed for it by its friends. 

Again, the old Massachusetts Grand Lodge, the descendant^ d repre- 
sentative of the former St. Andrew’s Grand Lodge, was organized with 
only one Lodge represented, viz. : St. Peter’s, of Newburyport. To be 
sure, there were eleven brethren present, hailing from three different 
Lodges, but the records only show one present as a Lodge representative. 
That the brethren hailing from St. Andrew’s did not represent their Lodge 
appears, not only from the records, but from the fa a that said Lodge re- 
pudiated their adtion, and refused to go into the new organization. Again, 
it is a well attested fadt, that the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire was 
formed in 1789, with only two subordinates, and one of them St. John’s, 
of Portsmouth, was never placed on the register of the Grand Lodge of 
England, and hence, was not a legal Lodge. The same number, to-wit : 
two, also united in 1791, in forming the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. 
When, in 1790, the St. John’s Grand Lodge met to make arrangements 
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looking to a union with the Massachusetts Grand Lodge, but one Lodge 
was represented. There are more faCts of a similar nature, which we 
might present did time permit, all of which point somewhat conclusively 
to the following faCts, to-wit : First — That in the times to which we refer 
there was no uniform rule to be observed in the organization of Grand 
Lodges — that the practice was extremely various. Second — That the first 
colored Lodge, in resolving itself into a Mother or Grand Lodge, followed 
the very high and excellent precedent established by the Mother Lodges 
of Prussia, and as the legality of the latter is nowhere questioned, neither 
should that of the former be. Third — That the first colored Grand Lodge 
in its organization, legally considered, stood upon a better footing than the 
St. John’s Grand Lodge at its beginning — was the peer of the Massachu- 
setts Grand Lodge, and that, viewed from either an ancient or modern 
standpoint, it compared very favorably , to say the least , with its then 
neighbors ; that if our Masonry is legitimate, so is theirs ; and that unless 
we are prepared to help upturn the very foundations upon which most of 
the Masonry of this country rests, we had better not urge against colored 
Lo'dges the objections here noticed. 

ERASURE OF AFRICAN LODGE. 

Another objection is thus stated : 

“ After some time, it (i. 2.,' African Lodge, No. 459,) ceased its connection with the Grand 
Lodge of England, and about the beginning of the present century its registration was 
stricken from the rolls of that Grand Lodge, by which ai 5 t its Masonic life was as effectually 
destroyed as would be a man’s life by the cutting off of his head.” • 

The faCts are these : At the union of the two Grand Lodges of England, 
in 1813, all American Lodges appearing upon their rolls were erased, 
African Lodge among the rest. They were, one and all, stricken off at the 
same time and evidently for the same reason. There is nothing appearing 
upon the records, or anywhere else, that shows to the contrary. Now, if 
said erasure was the death of African Lodge, for the same reason, it termi- 
nated the legal existence of all the balance, and then we are in a “ pretty 
kettle of fish, to be sure.” The objeClor has evidently unsheathed a two- 
edged sword that cuts both ways, and the best possible disposition that 
can be made of said sword is to return it again into its sheath. 

In making said erasure, the Grand Lodge of England evidently recog- 
nized the faCt that her American children, African Lodge among the rest, 
were of age and well able to take care of themselves. At that time, they 
all had their own Grand Lodges in this country , and in their formation had 
virtually severed their connection with the parent Grand Lodge. The 
aCtion of the Grand Lodge of England was simply a recognition of this 
faCt. Prince Hall Grand Lodge proper, was formed in 1808, five years be- 
fore said erasure took place. When the attention of Bro. John Hervey, 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England, was first called to this 
matter, he gave it as his personal opinion, in a letter to Bro. C. W. Moore, 
that said African Lodge, as a result of its erasure, had become irregular; 
but when, upon further examination, he found that all the American 
Lodges upon the English Grand Lodge register were erased at the same 
time, he evidently saw his mistake, and, in a still later letter, recalled his 
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first opinion. In the Canadian Masonic Nezvs of January last, Bro. Jacob 
Norton says: “In conversation with Bro. Hervey about the two letters 
sent by him to Bro. Moore, Bro. H. told me personally, that, upon reflec. 
tion, he really could not distinguish the difference between the legality or 
illegality of the Massachusetts Grand Lodge, or the Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge.” 

Again, it is claimed that Prince Hall Lodge was for some time dormant, 
and that the effeCt of its inactivity was, to it, Masonic death. Upon what 
evidence the first part of this assertion is made, we have never been able 
to determine. Certain it is, that no evidence on this point has been pro- 
duced. In a letter addressed to the Grand Lodge of England by the officers 
of that Lodge, in 1824, there is the following: 

“ It is with regret we communicate to you that, from the decease of our well beloved 
brethren, who obtained the warrant, we have not been able, for several years, to transmit 
moneys, and hold a regular communication.” 

Also in their “declaration” of 1827, the following: “The institution 
was for years unable to proceed for the want of one to conduCt its affairs 
agreeably to what is required in every regular and well educated Lodge of 
Masons.” These expressions might be understood as indicating a dormant 
state of the Lodge for a time, if they were attached to some other evidence 
more positive in its nature — but of themselves, they prove nothing. They 
are also capable of being construed as meaning that for a time their Lodge 
Communications were not what they should be — were held at irregular 
intervals; that in consequence of the difficulties mentioned, they were not 
able to gain ground, and as we shall presently see, the latter construction 
is the one forced upon us by the light of history. But for the sake of the 
argument, suppose that for a moment we admit that the Lodge in question 
was for a short time dormant, did it thereby become a “dead Lodge?” 
The definition of the word used by our opponents to designate its state 
might be a sufficient answer. It simply means “ asleep” not “ dead” 
We admit that if a Lodge fails to meet for one year, it is liable to have its 
charter revoked, or in other words, to be put to death ; but no matter how 
long it lias failed to meet, it is not legally dead until its charter is revoked 
by the power which granted it. The following is the constitutional pro- 
vision of the Grand Lodge of England touching this matter : 

(( No Lodge shall be erased, nor any brother expelled, until the Master or officers of the 
Lodge, or the offending brother shall have been summoned to show cause in the Grand 
Lodge why such sentence should not be recorded and enforced.” 

Similar provisions are found in nearly all Grand Lodge constitu- 
tions. Has the course above described ever been pursued with reference 
to African Lodge? Was it ever summoned to appear before the Grand 
Lodge, and show cause why its name should not be erased? There is no 
evidence whatever that anything of the kind was ever done, and if not 
then no matter how long the period of its inactivity, it continues to live. 

But histoiyy tells of other Lodges that were dormant, and it may be well 
to inquire as to the eflfeCt of their slumbers upon them. Findel tells us 
that the Grand Lodge of York was dormant from 1730 to 1761, a period of 
thirty-one years, and at the end of that time it awoke and commenced 
work, with only six members, n< 4 t a sufficient number, according to mod- 
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ern ideas, to open a Lodge for business. Has any intelligent Mason ever 
questioned either the life or legitimacy of the Grand Lodge of all England? 

The St. John’s Grand Lodge did not hold a meeting from 1775 to 1787, 
and then it only convened to attend the funeral of G.*. M.\ Row, and did 
not come together after that until 1790? or other words it failed to hold 
a regular Communication for fifteen years. J uring the war of the revolu- 
tion many Lodges ceased to meet, for years, and then afterwards revived, 
and went to work. That their slumbers did not kill them is evident from 
the fabt that many of them live to-daj 7 , and their legitimacy is not ques- 
tioned. Now, unless in these matters there is one rule for while men and 
another for black, we are forced to the conclusion that African Lodge did 
not die in the way and manner affirmed. 

But suppose we admit that the effecft of the alleged inactivity was death, 
does that prove that the colored Lodges of to-day are illegitimate? We 
must bear in mind the fa6t, that long before this supposed death, other 
colored Lodges had been chartered in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Penn- 
sylvania and New York. And Prince Hall Grand Lodge had been formed. 
Did the death of African Lodge destroy all its children, or render them 
illegitimate? We had always supposed that children were not obliged to 
die with their parents, and that the death of said parents did not take away 
their legitimacy. 

But we deny that the African Lodge, was asleep for any great length of 
time, between 1808 and 1827, and call for the proof. Here we might rest 
the case, for the burden of proof certainly falls upon those who have as- 
serted the contrary, but we will go a little further. The Massachusetts 
Register , an almanac, published in Boston for several years, gave, for 
some time, the names of the various Masonic bodies, together with their 
place of meeting, African Lodge among the rest. In 1806 we find the fol- 
lowing notice: “The African Lodge in Boston meets regularly at the 
house of Prince Hall, in Congress street, on the evening of the first Tues- 
day in each month.” From this time on up to and including 1813, the 
notice of the time of meeting appears regularly, proving conclusively that 
up to that date, at least, it had an active existence. A few years after the 
said almanac ceased to notice the meetings of any of the Masonic bodies. 
Again, that they were in existence in 1824, appears from the letter which, 
as a Lodge, they addressed to the Grand Lodge of England, in which they 
give an account of their prosperity, and ask for authority to confer higher 
degrees. A copy of said letter may be found in the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for 1870, page 49. There is a Mason now 
living, who testifies that he was initiated in that Lodge in 1S22. Another 
who died recently, was initiated there in 1820 When, in 1869, Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge petitioned the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for 
Masonic recognition, • they placed before the committee to whom 
their petition was referred, written records to prove a continuity of 
regular meetings during all the years of their existence. Iam informed 
that the committee refused to examine these records. Had thej 7 taken the 
opposite course, brethren might have been saved from making assertions 
which they may find it somewhat difficult to prove. What, however, was 
not done by them, has been done by others. An old record book of Afri- 
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can Lodge, now in the possession of Thomas Dalton, a former member of 
that Lodge, reveals, beyond question, the faCt that the Lodge continued to 
hold its meetings during each year of the disputed period, to-wit : 1808 — 
1827. This record book has been carefully and critically examined by Ja- 
cob Norton and other eminent Masons, and pronounced reliable. 

In the foregoing, we have proved, we think, conclusively, that there is 
nothing in either the commencement or history of African Lodge, No. 
459, or Prince Hall Grand Lodge, that proves either them or their off- 
spring to be illegitimate or clandestine. In making our points, we have 
been compelled to speak of irregularities in other Masonic bodies, not by 
way of disparagement, but in order to show, that if said irregularities 
did not render them clandestine, or invalidate their Masonic claims, (and 
we all admit that they did not,) neither did they have that effect upon the 
Lodges under discussion, especially when the irregularities of the latter 
were, so far as we can learn, fewer and of less importance than those of 
the former. 

The faCts are, that in the early history of all our older Grand Lodges, 
we will find, to say the least, a great lack of uniformity , and conse- 
quently, it is folly for us to measure them strictly by modern rules; but 
this is precisely what brethren are doing when they attempt to prove the 
clandestine character of colored Masons by urging against them the objec- 
tions we have had under consideration. When they succeed in making it 
appear that in consequence of said objections the Masonry of the colored 
people is spurious, they will also have established principles which, pushed 
to their legitimate results, would leave us little or no genuine Masonry in 
this country. 


color line. 


We are frequently told that the question of color does not enter into this 
controversy. We admit that it should not; but, in reality, it does, very 
largely, — so much so, that it overtops and outweighs every other con- 
sideration. In proof of which, we call attention to the following : Says 
Bro. Albert Pike : “I took my obligation to white men, not to negroes. 
When I have to take negroes as brothers or leave Masonry, I shall leave 
it.” Grand Master Russell, of Florida, in his late annual address, took 
occasion to endorse Bro. Pike, and to say : “ When I have to recognize 
the negro, as he now is, as a Mason, I shall leave Masonry.” Still another 
Grand Master gives vent to his prejudices thus ': “ I shall ever claim the 
privilege of selecting my brothers and companions from among the white 
race, and, whenever this privilege is abridged or endangered in the least, 
by any action of this Grand Body, either direCily or by implication, I 
shall quietly wrap my Masonic working-tools in my apron and throw them 
amongst the rubbish of the crumbling Temple, and sternly deny that I 
am a Freemason.” In the February number of the Voice may be found a 
communication, signed “A. W. Haygood,” in which the writer protests 
most vigorously against negroes being recognized as Masons, simply and 
solely because they are negroes. My own observation and conversation 
with Masons of various Grand Lodge jurisdictions, have served to con- 
vince me that the brethren above quoted represent in their utterances, the 
sentiments of, by far, the greater number of those who oppose the 
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recognition of the colored Lodges. That such declarations are directly in 
antagonism to the spirit and teachings of Masonry, no intelligent Mason 
can or will deny. Even some of the opponents of the proposed measure 
are not so blinded by their prejudices, but that they see that they can 
never fight the colored man Masonically, or successfully, on the ground of 
color. And hence the great stress laid by them on supposed legal diffi- 
culties and irregularities of organization. Hence, also, the evident attempt 
on the part of some to make themselves believe that they have no prejudice 
to speak of, against the negro, and that their opposition to his Masonic 
recognition rests wholly upon legal grounds. 

An eminent brother, in speaking of the colored Lodges, informs us that 
there are controversies among them, and advises us to let them alone until 
these are all settled. To this, we reply, that white Masons have their 
controversies — have always had them, and, probably, will continue to have 
them while they remain human. And when we ask our colored brethren to 
remain out of doors until all their controversies are at an end, we are 
simply requesting them to wait until they are all dead, or until they have 
arrived at a higher state of perfection than we ourselves have attained, or 
can ever hope to attain in this mortal state of existence. 

CONCLUSION, 

In conclusion, allow me to say, that should we refuse to recognize these 
colored Lodges, said refusal will not blot them out of existence. They 
will cling as tenaciously to Masonic life as ever ; still continue to multiply 
their Lodges, and may, by being not of us, prove a source of constant an- 
noyance and controversy. Whereas, if we open our doors and allow them 
to come in, we may so aid them in directing their Masonic labors as to 
make them a blessing to themselves and to us. 

It is to no purpose, in discussions like this, that brethren use innuendo 
and the language of threat, by telling us, t; that the peace and harmony 
of the Grand Lodges of the United States depend upon the rejection of 
these applicants.” It will avail nothing to impugn motives, or to de- 
nounce those who have conscientiously gone into this movement, as “a 
few hot-headed and inconsiderate leaders, whose ambition has overstepped 
their judgment and their love of the Masonic family at large.” The cause 
of the colored Masons is not sufficiently popular to appeal very successfully 
to the ambitious. In its present situation brethren will hardly volunteer 
to defend it, only as they are induced so to do from a strong conviction 
that duty points that way. Again, threats and denunciations are not argu- 
ments, and cannot by any possible means be made to stand in their place. 
In this controversy let us never forget that “we be brethren,” and, that 
as members of the same Masonic family, even our discussions should be 
characterized by that charity for, apd courtesy toward one another, en- 
joined by the spirit of our institution. 

For a further presentation of our views on the jurisdictional question, 
and also on the word “ freeborn ,” see proceedings of 1876, pages 24-28 
inclusive. All of which is fraternally submitted. 

St. Paul, Jan. 10th, 1877. Chas. Griswold. 

The Grand Lodge was called oft' until 21-2 o’clock p. m. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION— SECOND DAY. 

2 1-2 o’clock p. m.j Jan. 10, 1877. 

The Grand Lodge resumed labor — officers as at previous 
session. 

On motion of Bro. Loomis, it was 

Resolved , That the special order, being the ele( 5 tion of officers for the 
ensuing year, be postponed. 

Bro. H. L. Carver presented his credentials as the Representa- 
tive of the Grand Lodge of Missouri near the Grand Lodge of 
Minnesota, and was received and accredited as such. 

The consideration of the unfinished business of the morning 
session was resumed, viz. : 

COLORED MASONRY. 

Bro. J. N. Castle moved that the report, and the resolutions 
thereunto attached, submitted by P.-. G.*. M.*. Pierson, be 
adopted. 

Bro. Goodrich presented the resolutions appended to his re- 
port, as a substitute, and moved their adoption, which was lost. 

Bro. J. H. Brown moved for a division of the resolutions, 
which was rejected. 

The roll was called, and resulted as follows : 


Grand Officers voting Aye n 

Past Grand Officers voting Aye 13 

Ninety-seven Lodges voting Aye 297 

Total 321 Ayes. 

Past Grand Officers voting No 1 

Two Lodges voting No 6 

Total 7 Noes. 


The report and resolutions were adopted. 

RESOLUTION TO PRINT THE REPORTS. 

On motion of Bro. Camp, it was 

Resolved , That the several reports of the Committee on Colored Masonry 
be printed in the proceedings of this Grand Lodge. 
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UNAUTHORIZED USE OF SEAL. 

Bro. J. N. Castle, of the special committee, presented the fol- 
lowing' report : 

To the Mr. Wr. Grand Lodge of the State of Minnesota: 

The undersigned, to whom was referred that portion of the Grand Mas- 
ter’s address referring to the unauthorized use of the seal of this Grand 
Lodge, would beg leave to report that they have had the matter under con- 
sideration, and would respectfully report: 

* * , * * * * 

The report was read, discussion ensued, and, on motion of Bro. 

A. C. Smith, it was 

Resolved , That the report be accepted, and the resolutions appended 
thereto be adopted, and that the Grand Secretary be instructed to print the 
resolutions, but not the report, with the proceedings. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved , That the Grand Secretary shall not permit the seal of this 
Grand Body to pass from his possession or control, and shall not use the 
same, or permit it to be used, save for the purpose of attesting or making 
good the official aCts and proceedings of this Grand Body ; neither it or its 
impressions should ever be used in private correspondence. 

Resolved . That the unauthorized use and lithographing of our Grand 
Lodge seal, as appears from the investigations of this committee has been 
done, merits and should receive the condemnation and censure of this 
Grand Lodge. 

Resolved , That the Grand Secretary be and he is hereby requested to 
secure the destruction of the plates upon which our Grand Lodge seal is 
li thographed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted.* 

James N. Castle, J 

James C. Day, v- Committee . 

H. N. Setzer, ) 

ARREST OF PETITION. 

Bro. A. C. Smith presented the following report of the special 
committee, which was adopted : 

To the Mr . W. \ Grand Lodge now in session : 

Your committee to whom was referred so much of the M.*. W.\ Grand 
Master’s address as relates to the arrest of a certain petition by a man with 
but one leg, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 
submit the following 

report. 

That the Ancient Landmarks of the order peremptorily require every 

* By reference to the address of the Grand Master, it will be noticed that none of the 
present Grand officers are implicated. — G.'. £.*. 
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applicant for the degrees to be a sound and perfect man in all respects; 
but that, since the well known and approved change of the character of 
the Masonic institution from operative to speculative, the generally re- 
ceived practice is, “ that when the defeCt is of such a nature as in no way 
‘to interfere with his practice of all the rites of the order,” it may be over- 
looked, and the candidate be accepted. 

This rule would clearly exclude a man with one leg, and your committee 
fully approve of the a6tion of the Grand Master in arresting the said 
petition. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. C. Smith, Chairman. 

LODGES U.‘. D.*. 

Bro. S. E. Adams presented the following report from the 
standing committee, which was adopted : 

To the M.\ W.\ Grand Lodge of Minnesota: 

Your committee to whom the work of the following Lodges Under 
Dispensation was referred, beg leave to report that they have carefully 
examined the records and the work done, and would recommend that 
charters be issued to the same under the usual regulations: Winslow 
Lewis Lodge; Moorhead Lodge; Centennial Lodge; Josephus Lodge; 
and Swift Lodge. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sam. E. Adams, } 

S. J. Willard, v Committee. 

H. A. Park, ) 

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE. 

Bro. C. W. Nash presented the following report from the 
standing committee : 

To the M.'. IV. \ Grand Lodge of Masons, of Minnesota, now in session: 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the 
decisions of the M. *. W^\ G.*. M. *., made by him during the past Masonic 
year, respectfully report : 

Respecting decision number one ( 1 ) of the M.\ W.\ Grand Master ? 
concerning the manner of proceedings to strike the names of members 
from the roll of the Lodge who are in arrears for dues, your committee 
report that said decision is in accordance with the laws and resolutions of 
this Grand Lodge. Your committee is impressed that we should call the 
attention of the Grand Lodge to the important faCt, that by and under all 
the laws and resolutions upon this subject, no notice is required to be given 
to the brother, though his place of residence may be well known to his 
Lodge. Striking from the roll is in the nature of punishment, for it de- 
prives a brother of membership, which cannot be again regained by the 
mere payment of the delinquent dues. The brother may strongly desire 
to retain his affiliation with the Lodge — his business or circumstances of 
different kinds that compel him to be absent and remain from the jurisdic- 

9 
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lion or vicinity of his Lodge. His failure to pay his dues in very many 
cases arises from forgetfulness, and not from any in Lent to del rand the 
Lodge; and while we endorse the decision of the M*** Wr- G. - that 

a brother can not be suspended or expelled for non-payment of dues merely, 
yat your committee are of opinion that in a case where a brother* having 
"the ability, -willfully and in contempt of the Lodge refuses to pay his 
dues to the Lodge of which he is* a member* he thereby violates his Ma- 
sonic obligation to stand Lo and abide by the laws of bis Lodge, and by 
such refusal lie wrongs his Lodge* and defrauds IL of what lawfully belongs 
lo it; and for such refusal he may be regularly tried, and suspended or ex- 
pelled for un masonic condu< 5 h 

Entertaining the foregoing views, your committee would recommend 
that a written notice should be given to a brother, before he is dep lived of 
his membership. Tour committee would report the following resolution: 

Resolved^ That whenever notice shall be given of a motion to strike the 
name of a brother from the roll of the Lodge* for failure to pay his dues, 
the Secretary of the Lodge shall immediately enclose a copy of such 
notice, stating that at a.meeting of said Lodge (giving the date when said 
meeting will be held) a motion will he heard, to strike his name from the 
roll. Said notice shall be enclosed in an envelope* addressed to him at his 
last place of residence, and deposited in the postoffice, postage prepaid. 
If after the lapse of a reasonable time* no answer shall be received* the 
motion shall be heard and decided, and Masonic proof of the mailing of 
said notice* by the Secretary* shall be necessary before the hearing. 
Provided* That if the residence of the brother shall be unknown* such 
service of notice may be dispensed with. 


As regards the decisions of the M.-. W.'. Grand Master numbered two 
(2,j three (3,) four (4,) five (5.) six (6.) seven (7,) eight (8,) and ten (toj 
your committee concur in the decisions made. 

Relative to the decision of the M.*. W-’. Grand Master numbered nine 
{9,) where he decided that a man who has lost the sight of one eye— -not 
;ln eye— might be made a Mason, your committee are constrained to diftcr 
witli the M.‘, W.*. Grand Master on that deeisiort* as not being in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the 9th Subdivision of See, 8, Title 2, of the 
Constitution of this Grand Lodge, which provides ‘ L that men made 
Masons must be of mature age, free-born, of good report, hale and sound, 
and not deformed or dismembered, and no eunuch.” The sight 0! the eye 
bein" lost, it renders the applicant unsound. If the eye loses its sight, the 
eve is lost. It will hardly be contended, that if the sight of both eyes be 
lost', Lite candidate would be clearly ineligible; hut if the loss ol sight of 
one eye does not constitute uttsomidness, the loss of both does not. Losing 
sight of one eye. renders a man, to a considerable extent, less capable to 
perceive the means of recognition, or of supplication, or warning, which 

he is compel let! and expected to obey* „ 

Your committee are of the opinion that a candidate who is blind in one 
eye, is not properly qualified to receive Masonic degrees % and theiefoie 

submit the following resolution ; 
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Resolved , That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, an applicant for 
Masonry who has lost the sight of one eye, cannot receive the Masonic 
degrees. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

C. W. Nash, ^ 

H. N. Setzer, > Committee . 

R. A. Jones, ) 

All of which was concurred in, except that part which relates 

to the loss of one eye. 

O11 motion of Bro. Camp, the decision of the Grand Master 
relative to the loss of one eye, was sustained. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence presented an addi- 
tional report, relative to the advancement of candidates, which, 
on motion, was laid upon the table. 

GRAND TREASURER AND SECRETARY’S ACCOUNTS. 

Bro. L. Z. Rogers presented the following report from the 
Standing Committee on Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary s 
Accounts, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. Wr. Grand Lodge of Minnesota: 

The Committee on Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary’s Accounts 
report: They examined the accounts of the past year. They appear cor- 
rect. After the close of the Grand Lodge, the Grand Secretary received 
and paid in to the Grand Treasurer, $301.75. The Grand Treasurer had 
on hand Jan. 1, 1877, $446.92. Receipts fropn Lodges for dues of 1875, 
received this year, amount to $4,014.50, which the Grand Secretary has 
paid to the Grand Treasurer. 

The expenses of the past year of this Grand Lodge was $3,642.55. In 
1874, this Grand Lodge appropriated $250 for the purpose of bringing up 
the Grand Lodge Register (this was not done, nor has this appropriation 
been used, and is still subject to the order of the M.\ W.\ Grand Master.) 
We find that the late Grand Secretary neglected to attend to the Register 
during his term of office, hence the Grand Lodge Register is brought up 
only to 1870. Our present R.*. W.\ Grand Secretary promises that he 
will bring up the Register from that time to conform to the time of his 
services, so there shall not be any longer period of delinquency. 

The Grand Secretary has no record book. If the Grand Lodge makes 
no appropriation for such articles as are absolutely necessary for the Grand 
Secretary to comply with the requirements of our Constitution, this Com. 
mittee will not hold him responsible. 

Your Committee are pleased to note a great improvement in the manner 
of keeping the books and accounts of this Grand Lodge, during the past 
year. They are in such shape, we have had no trouble in arriving at the 
conclusion that they are accurate. 

L. Z. Rogers, 

H. M. Kent, 

C. A. Coe, 


Committee . 
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RETURNS OF LODGES. 

Bro. McCourt, of the Standing Committee on Returns of 
Lodges, presented the following report, which was adopted: 

To the M.\ TV.'. Grand Lodge now in Session : 

Your Committee on Returns of Lodges would respectfully report: That 
they have examined the same and find them to be correCt. with the follow- 
ing exceptions : 

Hokah, No. 17 — No returns. 

Union, No. 45 — Paid $44; due from Lodge, $4.50. 

Prudence, No. 97 — Amount due, $18.50; not paid. 

Fraternity, No. 101 — Amount due, $24.50; not paid. 

Sharon, No. 104 — Amount due, $36; paid, $40; due Lodge, $4. 

Relief, No. 108 — Paid, $51.50; error, 7 members, due Grand Lodge $3.50. 
Granite, No. 117 — No returns.* 

Delta, No. 119 — Amount due, $22.50; not paid. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

C. N. Daniels, 
Chairman of Committee. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

On motion of Bro. Rigby, it was 

Resolved , That the election of officers for the ensuing year be made the 
special order for 7 1-2 o’clock this evening, and that the Grand Lodge be 
now called off until that hour. 

Grand Lodge was called off until 71-2 o’clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION— SECOND DAY. 

7 1-2 o’clock p. m., Jan. 10, 1877. 
The Grand Lodge resumed labor, officers as at previous session. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE RESIDUE OF ADDRESS. 

Bro. L. A. Hancock, of a special committee, presented the 
following report, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. TV. \ the Grand Lodge of Minnesota : 

Your Committee, to whom was referred the residue of the M.*. W.\ G.-. 
M.\ address, beg leave to report: That they have carefully examined those 
portions not specially referred to any other committee, and that they can 
safely assure the brethren they contain matter worthy of a careful perusal. 


* Received since the close of the session. — G.\ S.\ 
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They heartily endorse the suggestions of the Grand Master as to a more 
rigid policy of economy in the management of the Grand Lodge finances, 
the restoration of Masons suspended for non-payment of dues, and the 
requiring of the payment of dues by the petitioners for Dispensations. 
This Committee take pleasure in saving, that they believe our M. *. W. *. 
brother has brought to the performance of his duties, as Grand Master, a 
fidelity, zeal, and unwearying attention, worthy of your hearty approval. 

Respectfully submitted. 

L. A. Hancock, } 

B. F. Tillotson > Committee . 

3 1 

J. N. Porter, ) 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The hour having arrived for the special order, the Grand Mas- 
ter appointed Bros. E. P. Bafnum, W. T. Wilkins, O. G. Miller 
and N. W. Bangs, tellers. 

R.\ W.*. R. A. Jones, presiding. 

Me. We. J. C. Braden, of Litchfield, was re-elected Grand 
Master. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE DECEASED BRETHREN. 

Pending the counting of the ballot for Deputy Grand Master, 
Bro. A. C. Smith, of a special committee, presented the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. Wr. Grand Lodge of Minnesota , now in session : 

Your Committee, to whom was referred that portion of the M.\ W. *. 
Grand Master’s address relating to the decease of Past Senior Grand War- 
den of this Grand Lodge, R. *. W.\ Bro. Robert Stewart, of Rising Sun 
Lodge, No. 49, at St. Charles ; and of the decease of our distinguished and 
honored brother, John Dove, of Richmond, Virginia — feel that they can 
do no better than to fully endorse the remarks of our M. *. W. *. Grand 
Master, and to recommend that suitable memorial tablets be inscribed to 
their memory in our printed proceedings, and that their names be placed 
upon the roll of our sacred and honored dead. 

The Committee have agreed to indulge the undersigned, in a personal 
remark, in connection witlT't'heTTeath of Brovjohn Dove, for 63 years past, 
Grand Secretary of the M.\ W.\ Grand Lodge of Virginia. 

Thirty-five years ago, at the first movement of the Craft in the State of 
Michigan (in 1842) the first Masonic meeting was informally held at my 
house, the second on my own call, at the city of Detroit, the third at Pon- 
tiac, which resulted in the re-establishment of the G^and Lodge of Michi- 
gan, with a noble army at this time of three hundred Lodges. In its 
earlier organization, the undersigned was her Grand Secretary, and offi- 
cially opened correspondence with all the then existing Grand Lodges of 
the United States; and among all the Grand Secretaries then aCting and 
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interchanging courtesies with us, Bro. Parvin, of Iowa, now alone remains. 
Bro. Dove is the last but one to pass from earth. 

This reminds us of the changes of time, and of our common destiny. 
Your Committee will conclude with the expression of the hope that the 
various Grand Secretaries of this day may prove as faithful as those of 40 
years ago, who have so nearly fully passed to their final account. 

A. C. Smith, 

For the Committee. 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 

R.-. W.*. E, W. Durant, of Stillwater, was elected Deputy 
Grand Master. 

APPEALS AND GRIEVANCES. 

Pending the count of the ballots for Senior Grand Warden, 
Bro. W. S. Parsons .presented the following reports on appeals, 
which had been referred to the committee previous to the Annual 
Communication. 

The reports were adopted. 

To the Mr. W.‘. the Grand Lodge of Minnesota : 

The undersigned, your Committee on Appeals and Grievances, to whom 
was referred the matter of the appeal of Bro. Edward H. Bates, a Mr. M.\, 
and member of Paynesville Lodge, No. 71, from the sentence of suspension 
for the period of five months from the 30th day of September, 1876, ad- 
judged by said Lodge on that day, respectfully beg leave to report : 

That they have carefully examined all the papers and proceedings trans- 
mitted to 3'our M.*. W. *. Grand Lodge by said Paynesville Lodge, No. 71, 
and. referred to your Committee, and that upon such examination they find 
that the trial of Bro. Edward H. Bates was attended with certain inex- 
cusable irregularities and grave violations of the provisions of the trial 
code in this jurisdiction, and of the rules of practice in such cases, among 
which are : 

1st. — Allowing a visiting brother to be present throughout the trial and 
during the taking of the vote upon the question of the guilt or innocence 
of the accused, and upon the degree of punishment. 

2d. — Allowing or requiring the accuser or complainant to vote upon 
those questions. 

3d. — Receiving the testimony of witnesses, orally, under the sanction of 
an oath which could have no binding force, instead of upon their Masonic 
honor, as required by the Constitution of Masonry. 

Whilst your Committee deprecate the carelessness which too often char- 
acterizes the conduCt and conversation of too many Craftsmen, respecting 
their Masonic obligations, they are obliged to report that, in their opinion, 
the papers and proceedings sent up in this case are insufficient to warrant 
the sentence of suspension pronounced b3 r said Lodge. 

Your Committee therefore respectfully recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution : 
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Resolved , That the proceedings of Paynesville Lodge, No. 71, resulting 
in the conviction and suspension of Bro. Edward H. Bates, a member of 
said Lodge, be, and the same are hereby disaffirmed, and said sentence 
revoked. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

Wm. J. Parsons, } 

C. H. Benton, V Committee. 

Jan. 11, 1877. A. Marden, j 

To tke M. W. \ Grand Lodge of Min?iesota : 

The undersigned your Committee on Appeals and Grievances, to whom 
was referred the matter of the appeal of Bro. Charles Cogswell, a Master 
Mason, and a member of Mystic Tie Lodge, No. 37, from the sentence of 
suspension from membership in said Lodge, from the 13th day of July, 
1876, adjudged by said Lodge on that day — respectfully beg leave to report : 

That they have carefully examined all the papers, proceedings and the 
evidence transmitted to your M.\ W. *. Grand Lodge by said Mystic Tie 
Lodge, No. 37, and referred to your Committee, and are of the opinion, 
upon such examination, that the faCts disclosed by the transcript of the 
evidence, the papers and proceedings aforesaid, do not sustain the aCtion 
of said Lodge in adjudging such sentence. 

It appears from the transcripts and records herein, that the gist of the 
charge against the appellant is, a failure on the part of Bro. Cogswell to 
assign a certain mortgage, as security for a previous indebtedness to the 
Lodge; which indebtedness was primarily evidenced by the note of Bro. 
Cogswell, in the sum of $109.35, payable to the Lodge ; that to the gist of 
the charge as above stated the evidence and testimony before your Com- 
mittee is wholly directed. There is no testimony to support the charge of 
his being a defaulter. The most your committee can find in the testimony 
reported is the fa Ct that in 1867 Bro. Cogswell was in arrears to the Lodge 
for moneys, which he had received as its treasurer. In the absence of di- 
rect testimony showing him culpable, and especially in view of the faCt 
that the Lodge, at that time, satisfactorily settled with him for these ar- 
rearages, we must, at least, infer that some excuse existed sufficient to 
relieve him from any criminal charge. As to his failure to assign the 
mortgage, we do not think it affirmatively appears that he had been re- 
lieved of his inability to assign it. 

, In any event, your committee regard this part of the charge as a busi- 
ness transaction which, in the absence of fraud or deceit therein, is not 
the subjeCt of Masonic discipline. 

They therefore respectfully recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved , That the proceedings of Mystic Tie Lodge, No. 37, resulting 
in the conviction and suspension of Bro. Charles Cogswell, a member of 
said Lodge, be, and the same are hereby disaffirmed and said sentence 
revoked. All which is most respectfully submitted. 

Wm. J. Parsons, ) 

C. H. Benton, Committee . 

A. Marden, ) 


Jan. ir, 1877. 
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SENIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

R.-. W.*. L. Z. Rogers, of Waterville, was elected Senior 
Grand Warden. 

RESOLUTION RE-PRINT . 

Pending the counting of the ballot for Junior Grand Warden, 
on motion of Bro. O. H. Page, it was 

Resolved , That the Grand Secretary furnish to each Lodge within this 
jurisdidtion two copies of the re-print of the Grand Lodge proceedings. 

THANKS TO RAILROADS. 

On motion of Bro. G. A. Camp, it was 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be and they are hereby 
extended to the Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, the St. Paul & Sioux 
City Railroad, the St. Paul & Pacific Railroad, the Winona & St. Peter 
Railroad, the Southern Minnesota Railroad, the Northern Pacific Railroad, 
and the Lake Superior & Mississippi Railroad, for their generosity in 
carrying the Representatives of this Grand Lodge to and from its present 
session at reduced rates. 

Resolved , That the Grand Secretary be directed to furnish each one of 
the above named companies with a copy of the above resolution. 

JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

R.*. W.’. C. O. Ball, of Hastings, was elected Junior Grand 
Warden. 


TREASURER AND SECRETARY. 

K.*. W.*. G. A. Camp, of Minneapolis, Grand Treasurer ; and 

R.*. W.*. A. T. C. Pierson, of St. Paul, Grand Secretary, were 
each re-ele6ted. 

APPROPRIATION. 

Bro. E. W. Durant, of the appropriation Committee, made a 
partial report. 

On motion of Bro. S. E. Adams, it was 

Resolved , That an appropriation be made of the sum of twenty dollars, 
to Moorhead Lodge, U. \ D.*., for moneys forwarded to E. D. B. Porter, 
late Grand Secretary, and which has not been paid over to the Grand 
Treasurer. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE REGISTRY. 

Bro. W. T. Rigby presented the following report, which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations : 


To the Mr. Wr. Grand Lodge : 

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the M.’. W.\ Grand 
Master’s address relating to Grand Lodge Registry, would submit that they 
deem it the duty of the R.*. W.\ Grand Secretary to keep up the Register 
and deliver it to his successor, fully up to the close of his term of office ; 
but for some reason it has been suffered to fall in arrears for nearly five 
years. An appropriation of $250.00 was made by the Grand Lodge in 
1874, to bring it up to that time, and the work entrusted to R.\ W.\ E. D. 
B. Porter, then Grand Secretary; and a portion of the work of 1871 and 
1872 was done, but in an imperfect manner, and needs revision. 

The importance of perfecting this branch of the Masonic history of this 
jurisdiction, needs no argument. 

Your committee are of opinion that it would be unjust to ask the present 
or future Grand Secretary to do the work left undone by his predecessor, 
without a fair and just compensation. The appropriation of 1874 has not 
been expended, and your committee would recommend that a further 
appropriation of $150.00 be made to A. T. C. Pierson, to bring the work 
up to 1876. 


W. T. Rigby, 
G. W. COMEE, 


j- Committee . 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 

On motion of Bro. I. B. Cummings, it was 

Resolved , That at the next and at all future sessions of the Grand Lodge 
the Grand Secretary be authorized to employ an Assistant, at a per diem 
of five dollars, to keep the minutes of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge was called off until 10 o’clock a. m. to- 
morrow. 


THIRD DAY. 

10 o’clock A. m., Thursday, Jan. 11, 1877. 
The Grand Lodge resumed labor — officers as at previous 
session, except that R.\ W.-. H. R. Wells, Senior Grand War- 
den, was present. 

Bro. George B. Whipple officiating as Grand Chaplain. 
Minutes of yesterday s proceedings, read and approved. 

10 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

Bro. E. W. Durant, of the Committee on Appropriations, 
presented the following report, which was adopted : 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge now in session : 

Your Committee on Appropriations would respe&fully submit the fol- 
lowing report, and recommend the appropriation of the following sums of 
money : 

For amount of payroll $ I ) 3 22 

For the M.-. W.\ Grand Master, expenses for 1876 300 00 

For the R.-. W.-. Grand Secretary, salary, 1877 5 °° 00 

For the R.\ W.\ Grand Secretary, contingent expenses, 1877. • 100 00 

For R.\ W.\ A. T. C. Pierson, Chairman Committee on For- 
eign Correspondence 2 5 ° 00 

For A. Richardson. G.'. T.*., 1877 5 ° 00 

For Mitchell & Co., bill for printing R.\ W.\ Bro. Aaron 

Goodrich’s report on Colored Masons and Colored Masonry. 26 00 
For amount appropriated to apply on relief fund for benefit of 

brethren in grasshopper districts 100 00 

For remission of dues, Libanus Lodge, No. 96, amount of dues 26 50 

For bringing up Grand Lodge Register from 1872 to include 1877 I 5 ° 00 

For remission of Grand Lodge dues to Good Faith Lodge, No. 

90 ‘ 6 50 

For remission of Grand Lodge dues to Fraternity Lodge, No. 101 24 50 

For remission of Grand Lodge dues to Prudence Lodge, No. 97 18 50 

For amount to reimburse Moorhead Lodge for money paid E. D. 

B. Porter for Dispensation, and not applied to that purpose. . 20 00 

To appropriate $100 or so much thereof as may be necessary to 

secure a suitable room to be used as the Grand Sec’y’s office. 100 00 

For printing proceedings of Grand Lodge for present session. . 700 00 

For Record Book, 10 quires, $2.00 per quire 20 00 

For blank Dispensations on bond paper 10 00 

For 600 blank Returns T 7 5 ° 

For expenses relative to reduction of railroad fare 7 50 

For use of hall 5 ° 00 

For Registry and Convenience Books, to be furnished subordi- 
nate Lodges by paying for the same 100 00 


$3,899 08 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E. W. Durant, ^ 

Fred. Joss, > Committee . 

O. G- Miller, ^ 
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PAY ROLL. 

Bro. G. A. Camp, from the Committee on Pay Roll, presented 
the following report, which was adopted : 


GRAND OFFICERS. 

JUlhEApit, 

PER OIEM 

TOTAL 

J. C* Rrarlftn, G.- M* . .......... 




1. B. Cummings, D.', G,'. M*\ 

84 98 

S6 00 

$10 98 

II, R. Wells, H,-. G.-. W-- .... 

A. Edgerton, J, 1 . G.-. W. r . 

0 

2 OO 

S 30 

6 00 

6 00 

G. A . Camp, G.‘ . T,\ ...... .... 

5° 

6 00 

6 DO 

S 00 

6 50 

E. W. Durant, Gv , Q*\ * * . . . 

3 00 

10 00 

f. J I, Brown, S.- . G.-. Dc . 

6 00 

6 00 

12 00 

J , A + Garve r T f. 1 . G,\ D.‘.,* 

4 16 

6 oo 

10 16 

D. M. Baldwin, ],■* G.'.S/* . 

I 83 

6 oo 

7 82 

I. Lincoln j G/. St.- . B.- 

I Jq 

6 00 

7 70 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 




C. W. Nash, P.*. G.\ M.* 

5° 


50 

G. B. Cooley, P.*, G.\ M.* 

50 


5o 

1 20 

D. B. Loomis, P.-. D.-. G.-. M.- 

a 00 


2 00 

W. T. Rigby, P.-. D.-. G.*. M.- 

J. N. Castle, P.-. D.*. G.\ M.* 

4 95 


4 95 

2 00 

3 20 

50 

3 7o 

6 70 

1 95 


2 00 

3 20 

Edgar Nash, P.-. S.-. G.-. W.- 

A. C. Smith, P.-. J.-. G.-. W.* 


“ 5o 
3 7° 
6 70 

1 95 

E. P. Barnum, Pc. J.*. G.\ Wc 

F. Joss, P • J *. G.‘. W.- 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


St. Johns, No. i... 

3 OO 

6 00 

8 00 

Cataradit, No. a* * - * , * 

Bo 

6 00 

6 30 
6 00 

Hennepin, No. 4 

An ticn L La ndmatk, Nn. 5........... . 

50 

6 00 

6 00 

6 co 
6 00 

Dakota, No, 7. * * 

96 

6 00 

6 96 

Red Wing* No. S * 

1 

6 00 

7 98 

Faribault, No. 9 

i 52 

6 00 

S 52 

Mnntorville, No, 11 . . 

6 06 

6 00 

12 06 

Mankato, No. m 

S 99 

6 00 

11 20 

Wapa Jtasa, No* 14 * * ..... * 

3 3<S 

6 00 

9 36 

MonticeUo, No* 16 

3 3 o 

6 00 

9 20 

Wi nonji, No. 18. * 

4 93 

6 00 

10 98 

Minneapolis, No* 19 .,..--*.*..* 

5° 

6 00 - 

6 50 

Caledonia, Nn. an, * 

9 92 

6 00 

1 5 92 

Rochester, No. 21 „.**.. ....... 

6 36 

6 00 

12 36 

Pleasa nt Grove, No. 22 

9 $ 

6 00 

J 5 36 

North Star, No* 3.} 

3 55 

6 00 

9 55 

Wilton, No. 34 *.*. 

3 

6 00 

9 9 6 

W extern Star, No. 26 .... ........ 

5 93 

6 00 

11 98 

Blue Earth Valley, No. 37 

Clear Water, No. 2$* ..,..,.*.*,*.***. 

5 41 

3 95 

6 00 

6 00 

!4 41 
9 95 
12 18 

Morn i ng Shir, No. 39 *,*.,*.-*...*** , 
Anoka, No* 30 

6 t a 

6 00 

1 T 5 

6 00 

7 15 

King Hi ram , No, 31 * . 

3 S5 

6 00 

9 85 

Snkfitab, No. 3** * / . . 

5 02 

8 00 

13 02 

Star in the East, Nti. 33* . * 

3 a 4 

6 00 

9 24 

Oriental, No* 34 *..*.**. »..**. *, 

Mt. Moriah, Nn. 35 

4 36 

6 00 

10 86 

96 

6 00 

6 96 

Preston, No* 36 

10 77 

6 00 

16 77 

Mystic Tie, T^o. 37 * . 

Washington, No. 38 . * * . * 

6 9a 

6 00 

*12 92 

3 

6 00 

11 64 

Fidelity, No. 39* . 

4 S6 

6 00 

10 86 

1 1 Urmon , No. 41 

4 

6 00 

10 92 

Hope, No. 43 * . * . 

3 1 

6 00 

9 62 

Harmony, Nn. 43. *..*..*.,. * 

5 95 

6 00 

11 98 

King Solomon, No, 44 , , 

a 25 

6 00 

8 25 

Union, No. 43 

3 So 

6 00 

9 So 


* Overpaid $3*00. 


TO WHOM PAID. 


‘Declined to receive, 
jl. B, Cummings, 
Henry R. Wells. 
lA. J. Edgertnn. 
j Geo. A, Camp. 

I A. T. C. Pierson. 

| E. W. Durant. 

John H. Brown. 
Jas, A. Garver. 

| Dwight M. Baldwin 
! Isaac Lincoln. 


C* W, Nash. 

G. 13. Cooley. 

C. Griswold, 

D. B. Loomis* 
iW* T, Rigby. 
It N- Castle; 
S. E, Adams, 
Edgar Nash. 
A. C. Smith. 

E. P. Barnum. 
Fred. Joss. 


R. Lehmicke. 

II. M. Kent. 

\V. K, jolififinn. 
C. H. Benton. 

O. G. Miller. 
Irving Todd. 

L. H. Hancock. 

C, N. Daniels. 

A - La Due, 

H. McMurtrle, 
Wtn. Bos. 

John A, Haller* 
W. G. Dye, 

Geo. M. Hunt, 

C. A, Cne* 

R. A. Jones. 

0. 11, Page. 

T, E. Wing. 

j. A. Canfield. 

W. P r Sargent* 

|T. L. Rice, 

1 1. Cot grove. 

J, C. Day, 

John J. C hiding's. 

| Geo. L. Pcmlng. 
L* 2. Rogers, 

A. C. Dodge, 
Austin Demlng. 
Wm* Lee, 

W. W. Braden, 
H. LL Powers. 

S. S. Hj&hcpck, 

1, Ingmandson, 

C. A. Anderson. 
A. P Fitch, 

O, W. Hunt. 

H, D. Carter. 
Roswell Tongley. 




PAY ROLL — (CONTINUED.) 


REP RESENT ATIVE S . 

MILEAGE. 

PER DIEM 

TOTAL. 

to whom: paid. 


$7 18 

$6 00 

$13 is 

H . H. Strau. 

Concord, No. 47 

8 50 

6 00 

6 00 

■ 1 * 

FJ. Welton. 

F. A. Noble, 



6 00 

13 60 

W. Sullivan. 



6 00 

8 So 

0 . W. Mape«» 



6 00 

8 00 

A, L. Holman. 




IQ 

Isaac Pope. 


4 5 a 


TO 50 

Tlios. Montgomery, 




13 00 

1 , H. Me Court, 



6 00 

15 46 

Wni, Stafford, 




13 41 

1 , A. Kiester. 

Spring Valley* No- 55. »"-'--****-> “ 

Star ut the East, No, 60 - 

n 7 f 

ii 90 

6 00 

6 uo 

6 00 

T9 71 

13 1 1; 

17 90 

S, C. Lobdil!. 

C. L. Todd. 

H. P, Gallup. 

W. E, Smith. 




S So 

J. IT. Smart, 

Illustrious, No. 63 

3 66 

11 41 

6 00 

6 00 

9 66 

17 41 

S oc 

Ii. R. Gcarcy. 

F. S. L.l verm ore. 

R. H. Sanderson* 

Madelia, No. 66 

660 

6 00 

13 60 

W, K. Marvin. 

J. M. 37 , Craft. 

Mystic Star, No. 69 

9 42 

6 00 

*5 4 * 

T 3 4 ? 

B. F. Tillotson. 

A - L. Elliott. 

La rising;* No. 72 

Eureka. No. 75 

Joppa, No. 76 

0 45 

4 56 

6 12 

7 00 

6 00 

6 00 

6 00 

fio 56 

13 13 

13 OO 

L W, George, 

C, A, Roy. 

J. G. Thompson- 
G. W* Comee 

Mystic Circle, No. 78 

8 03 

6 00 

Xh 

15 00 

F> N. Goodrich. 
James A. Olds, 

Henderson, No. 80 

Constellation, No. 81 

3 75 

10 20 

6 00 

6 00 

4 00 

9 75 

l 6 3 Q 

6 <0 

Chus, B. Thi mens. 
F. B. Van Hocseu. 
Smith Dewees. 

Hu rain Abi, No. 83 

( i |' : 1. |'i | ^ Q t ftj ,,,■.■,*##*♦ 

4 44 

6 n£ 

6 00 

6 00 

=10 44 

12 oS 

John Fern, 

Ii, N. Berry. 

J-JIgh ITnr^cf Hn Jfj 

0 90 

7 16 

6 00 

13 40 

B. Converse. 

~rt n TSFO i- •••■•**•*■*»•*•*■* 

. 6 00 

6 DO 

G, Maxwell. 

Oeu' i c , No, S7 

H IT 

6 00 

13 11 

H, A. Park, 

CSiftrfrifan ITIpprp \Tn Ro * * _ * _ 

' J 

6 00 

0 70 

J. A, Braden, 

lJ.S UU.CiI ILLLLi SI u. oy ****#..,••***•♦ 

Good Faith j No. 90 

Anti^uityj !No. cji ■^.•••••p*********** 

3 7 ° 
j 13 90 

6 00 

6 00 

V P' 

6 50 

17 go 

Alex. Fiddes- 
E, A. Chandler. 

Fraternal, No 92 

16 30 

6 00 

n;i 30 

H, Campbell. 

|^" py<;fnnp ”N[ n r j/| ..................... 

4 5 ° 

6 00 

17 CjD 

T\ J. Murfhi. 

Sherburne o 

11 5 ° 

1 1 hC 

6 00 

7 74 

J. FeaUicrstonc. 

Li ban us, No. 96. ■ 


6 00 

1 §13 30 

Clint, Ellsworth, 

Charity, No, f> 3 . . 

7 3 ° 

6 00 

16 40 

A, Marden. 

PrtiTi^r Klnnp 99 

1 1 0 40 

T A 

6 00 

20 B 4 

H, G. Stordock. 

Aiir-tifu ■ N o l oo 

J 4 °5 

6 00 

v' J 

iS 00 

T. C, Bivins. 

Lebanon, No. 102 

TtptHpl, Nn Tm 

10 81 

6 00 

6 00 

16 Si 

10 00 

A, F. Nash. 

C, E. Davis, 

Sharon, No. 104 

^ OO 

6 00 

\ 1 00 

B. F. Jenness?* 

Shilo, No. 105 

Mt. Tabor, No, 106 

UeHef* No. io£h 

Nf n - T 1 "^} 

18 OO 

17 52 

4 16 

1 f\ £n 

1 CI 

6 00 

6 00 

6 00 

6 00 

24 00 

23 5 * 

10 16 

16 50 

G, A. St rout. 

T. C. ShapEdgh. 

O. H, Philips. 

J. N, Porter. 

Pii'kwirkj N 0 Tin 

7 00 

6 00 

13 DC 

James L. Finch. 

Cnrver No tit 

6 00 

9 00 

E. II, Lewis. 

Khurum, No. 112 

3 

CO 

6 00 

5 50 

F. A , Gove. 

Fvrelslor, Nn. tt^ 

2 50 

6 00 

S co 

O. C. M taker. 

EIy;in, No, j j-J 

5 16 

4 56 

1 1 40 

I 5 3 00 

! 8 78 

6 00 

11 10 

Enoch Dickerman. 

Ln Fayette, No. 116 

Newport, No. 1 18 

Bismarck, No- 120 

Grand Meadow, No. 131 

6 00 

6 00 

6 00 

6 00 

10 36 

7 40 
35 rx> 
14 7S 

[Stephen Ives, 

E, C. Ford. 

W. M, Falconer. 
M, 0. Wilsie. 

Kellogg-, No. 122 

3 66 

6 00 

g 66 

J. E. Gage. 

Jaynesvillpj Nn. ici/j 

4 5 ° 

6 00 

TO 50 

R. O. Craig. 






Total 




» r 339 1 


Fraternally submitted, Geo. A. Camp, ^ 

O. H. Page, > Committee. 

A. Marden, ) 


t Overpaid $3.06. 


J Overpaid $S.oa. 


§ Overpaid $13.30. 


Grand Lodge of Minnesota. 


77 


1877I 


INSTALLATION. 

M.*. W.'. G. B. Cooley, P.‘. G.*. M. 1 ., on invitation of the 
Grand Master, took the East, and with the assistance of R. *. W.'. 
E. P. Barnum, aCting as Grand Marshal, proceeded to install : 


M.*. W.*. J. C. Braden, of Litchfield Grand Master. 

R.*. W.\ E. W. Durant, of Stillwater Deputy Grand Master. 

R.\ W. *. L. Z. Rogers, of Waterville Grand Senior Warden. 

R.*. W.\ C. O. Ball, of Hastings Grand Junior Warden. 

R. *. W. *. George A. Camp, of Minneapolis Grand Treasurer. 

R.\ W.\ A. T. C- Pierson, of St. Paul Grand Secretary. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS. 

R.*. W.*. Grand Master Braden announced the following 
appointments : 


R. ’. W. R. A. Jones, of Rochester Grand Orator. 

W.\ Rev. Geo. B. Whipple, of Faribault Grand Chaplain. 

W.*. W. T. Wilkins, of Preston Grand Marshal. 

W.\ O. G. Miller, of St. Paul Grand Standard Bearer. 

W.\ Ernest Hainlin, of Watertown Grand Sword Bearer. 

W.\ John H. Brown, of Willmar Grand Senior Deacon. 

W.\ J. A. Garver, of Wasioja .Grand Junior Deacon. 

W. *. S. C. Lobdill, of Spring Valley Grand Pursuivant. 

W.*. Lee Hensley, of St. James Grand Senior Steward. 

W.\ J. A. Canfield, of Wilton.' Grand Junior Steward. 

W.\ A. Richardson, of St. Paul Grand Tyler. 


Each of them present was installed by M. *. W.*. G. B. 
Coole}' — the others to be installed in their respective Lodges. 

GRAND LODGE JEWELS. 

On motion of Bro. Griswold, it was 

Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed to procure regalia for 
our Grand Lodge officers, and that the sum of $250, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, be appropriated for that purpose. 

The Grand Master appointed the Grand Secretary, Grand 
Treasurer and Deputy Grand Master such committee. 

ADDRESS ON COLORED MASONRY. 

Bro. Camp moved that M.-. W.*. C. Griswold be authorized 
to furnish the Grand Secretary with a synopsis of his remarks on 
the question of' colored Masonry, and that the same be printed 
with the proceedings. 

It was so ordered. 
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APPROPRIATION. 

On motion of Bro. Camp, it was 

Resolved , That an additional appropriation of fifty dollars be made for 
printing the proceedings of this session. 

On motion of Bro. E. W. Durant, it was 

Resolved , That an appropriation of $64 be made for the insurance of the 
Grand Lodge property for the ensuing year. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ONTARIO. 

Bro. Camp moved that the committee to which was referred 
that part of the address of the Grand Master relating to the so- 
called Grand Lodge of Ontario, have until the next session in 
which to report. 

So ordered. 

REVISION OF CONSTITUTION. 

On motion of Bro. D. B. Loomis, it was 

Resolved , That the Committee on Revision of the Grand Lodge Con- 
stitution be diredted to procure the printing of 250 copies of their pro- 
posed alterations or amendments for the use of the members of the next 
Grand Lodge. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

The special committee appointed at the last Annual Communi- 
cation on the Hodsdon appeal case were, on motion of Bro. S. 
E. Adams, allowed until the next session to make a report. 

The Grand Secretary called the attention of the Grand Lodge 
to the necessity of having the returns in his office at least one 
week before the Annual Communication, in order that an abstract 
of returns and list of officers could be prepared before the com- 
mencement of the session, thus saving the time of the members, 
and expenses of the Grand Lodge. 

No further business appearing, at 2 o’clock p. M. the Twenty- 
fourth Annual Communication of the M.*. W.\ Grand Lodge of 
Minnesota was closed in ample form, R.\ W.*. G. B. Whipple 
officiating as Grand Chaplain. 

J. C. BRADEN, 

Attest: Grand Master . 

A. T. C. Pierson, 

Grand Secretary . 
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RECAPITULATION— 1876. 


Total number of Lodges on Roll 124 

Number ceased to work 9 

Number of working Lodges 113 

Number making returns 112 

Number represented during session 105 

Charters granted 5 

Number initiated 5° 9 

Number passed 494 

Number raised 497 

Number adjoined I 93 

Number restored x 5 

* Number withdrawn 263 

Number stricken from roll x 79 

Number suspended 22 

Number expelled 3 

Number died 47 

Total number of members 6,569 
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APPENDIX A. 


^OREIQN £0F(F(E£P0jNDENCE. 


To the M.'. Wr. Grand Lodge of Minnesota : 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence would lespedtfully 
report, that the proceedings of forty-nine Grand Lodges have 
been received and examined. For convenience of reference we 
append a tabular statement of Grand Lodge proceedings received, 
with the date of meeting of each. 


Alabama December, 1875. 

Arkansas OCtober, 1870. 

British Columbia { Lebiuary, 18/5. 

t February, 1876. 

Connecticut January, 1876. 

California October, 1875. 

Colorado ... October, 1875 and 1876. 

Canada July? *876. 

Delaware October, 1875. 

Dist. of Columbia, November, 1875. 

Florida January, 1876. 

Georgia October, 1875. 

Indiana May, 1876. 

Illinois ..... October, 1875 and 1876. 

Iowa June, 1876. 

Idaho December, 1875. 

Indian Territory .. September, 1875. 

Kentucky OCtober, 1875. 

Kansas October, 1875. 

Louisiana February, 1876. 

Maine May, 1876. 

Massachusetts.... December, 1875. 

Maryland May, 1876. 

Michigan January, 1876. 

Missouri OCtober, 1876. 

Mississippi February, 1876. 


j Montana OCtober, 1875. 

I Manitoba September, 1876. 

| New Hampshire May, 1875. 

| New Jersey January, 1876. 

j New York June, 1876. 

North Carolina... December, 1875. 

| Nebraska June, 1875. 

| Nevada November, 1874. 

; New Brunswick. . September, 1876. 

■ Nova Scotia June, 1875. 

: Ohio OCtober, 1875. 

Oregon June, 1876. 

Pennsylvania December, 1875. 

Prince Ed. Island ..February, 1876. 

Quebec September, 1875. 

Rhode Island.. May, 1875 and 1876. 
South Carolina* - -December, 1875. 

Tennessee November, 1875. 

Texas June, 1876. 

Utah November, 1875. 

Vermont June, 1875. 

Virginia December, 1875. 

Wisconsin June, 1876. 

Washington Ter. . September, 1875. 

West Virginia November, 1875. 

Wyoming Territory. OCtober, 1875. 
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We are gratified at being able to report that we have received 
copies of the proceedings of each of the Grand Lodges in North 
America, that have been published, to date. 

The proceedings of the first session of Dakota were printed ; 
the second session was held in June last, we guess that the pro- 
ceedings have not been printed ; it is sometimes as well to think 
twice before going before the world. 

We would suggest that it is about as well, to be sure that the 
premises are correct, before assailing others, popping oft shot 
guns at half cock is not ordinarily a very good way to hit the 
mark; in hopes that wiser councils may prevail we refrain at 
this time of being more explicit. 

Following the usual custom, we commence with 


ALABAMA, 1875. 

The Fifty-fifth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Alabama was held at Montgomery, December 6th, 1875. 

One hundred and seventy-one Lodges represented. 

Four hundred and one on the roll. 

M.-. W,*. Isaiah A. Wilson, G.n M. presiding. 

The Grand Master say^s in his address : 

It is with peculiar pleasure that I am enabled to realize the period of a 
happy a lid fraternal re-union, and that I can report to y r ou that the cause 
of Masonry has prospered in peace and unity in our jurisdiction. 

* * * ******* 

Nothing* relating to the domestic interest within your jurisdiction has 
occurred during* the past year of sufficient importance to be presented 
prominently to your consideration. No subjeCt has been brought to my 
knowledge requiring special legislation, and I congratulate the Grand 
Lodge upon the faCt, that no vexing or harrassing questions will probably 
disturb your deliberations. x 

Among the decisions reported, we find : 

Tnere is no rule or ediCt of this Grand Lodge requiring a subordinate 
Lodge to defer aCtion against a member because a prosecution may be 
pending against him in the civil courts. Whenever charges are preferred 
against a bi'other, the Lodge must proceed to hear the case under the rules 
prescribed, without reference to any aCtion or proceedings which may be 
had in the courts of the country. 

Restoration of a brother who has been indefinitely suspended ma y be 
had on petition, and by a two-third vote of the Lodge. This restores to 
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all the rights and privileges of Masonry except Lodge membership ; but 
Lodge membership can only be had upon petition and by a unanimous 
vote, which petition must take the usual course of applications for affilia- 
tion. 

We cannot subscribe to a part of the latter ; we would strike 
out all after the word u Masonry,” in the third line. 

A brother is suspended for a definite time, certainly the M.*. 
W.’. Bro. would not hold that it required a vote of his Lodge to 
restore all his rights and privileges at the expiration of the time. 

A sentence of suspension deprives a brother while under such 
sentence of all his rights and privileges as a Mason, but his mem- 
bership is held in abeyance. Restoration, either by the expiration 
of the time as in definite suspension, or by a two-third vote of the 
Lodge, which is required in the case of indefinite suspension, 
places him back exactly as he was before the charges were 
preferred. 

The offense is expiated on the termination of the punishment. 

Expulsion is a different matter; that carries membership with 
it, and the latter can only be regained by the unanimous vote of 
the Lodge. 

A Lodge within whose jurisdiction a Mason resides, can try him for any 
offense committed within its jurisdiction, notwithstanding the fact that 
the Lodge to which he belongs granted him a demit subsequent to the 
commission of the offense. 

^ sf: * 4= * * ^ * 

A woman who has been divorced from her husband is not a competent 
witness against him in a Masonic tribunal, as to matters or things which 
transpired during coverture, but would be competent as to matters occur- 
ing subsequently to the divorce. 

The written testimony used in a court of law, or chancery cannot be 
used as evidence in a Masonic trial, except by the consent of the parties 
thereto. 

A judgment of a court of law, or a decree in chancery, may be introduced 
in a Masonic trial, simply for the purpose of showing that such judgment 
or decree had been rendered. 

Simply the preferring of charges by the Master of a Lodge, does not 
disqualify him from presiding, but if he actively engages in and condudts 
the prosecution, the Senior Warden presiding, he should retire with the 
accused when the vote is being taken. 

An objection on the part of a member of the Lodge to an unaffiliated 
brother appearing in the Lodge as counsel for the prosecution, should not 
be entertained on the ground that no visitors can be admitted during the 
trial. The prosecutor, as well as the accused, has a right to be represented 
by counsel, provided such counsel is a Master Mason in good standing. 

2 
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* * * ******* 

Dues do not accumulate against a member who has been suspended for 
unmasonic conduct, during the time of such suspension. 

A subordinate Lodge has no power or authority to try a Master for any 
official misconduct, however illegal and unauthorized such conduCt may 
have been, neither while he is Master, nor after his term of office expires. 

****** * * * * 

A candidate rejected in a Lodge in one jurisdiction, and subsequently 
made a Mason in another jurisdiction without the consent of the Lodge 
wherein rejected, is an illegally made Mason. 

Which may do in Alabama, but would not in Minnesota. We 
do not ask the question, indeed, we consider it rather impertinent 
to ask a petitioner whether he has ever been rejected ! 

We require a residence of one year in the jurisdiction of the 
Lodge before an application can be made. 

We adhere to the old questions asked of a candidate, and have 
not added to, or abbreviated them. 

While visitation' is certainly a right, it is subordinate to the rights of the 
members, but the objection is only in force while the member is present. 
No member can enter a permanent objection and thus prevent a brother 
from visiting the Lodge when the objeCtor is absent. 

The aCtion of the Grand Lodge in reversing a sentence of a subordinate 
Lodge, suspending or expelling a brother, and restoring him to the rights 
and privileges of Masonry, does not restore him to membership in the 
Lodge. His status is that of an unaffiliated Mason, and to become a 
member of the Lodge he must make application like any other unaffiliated 
Mason. 

Strange, that even Grand Masters will put decisions on paper 
without stopping to think. 

A Grand Lodge reverses a sentence pronounced by a subordi- 
nate, in other words says, the action was all wrong — no crime 
was committed — and yet he is deprived of membership ! For 
what ? 

The Grand Lodge says to an accused party, “you are not 
guilt}',” but you must be punished all the same ! ! 

We heard of a judge who remarked to a prisoner after his 
acquittal by a jury, “ you can go, but don’t do so any more ” 

To authorize the trial of a brother for an offense committed before he 
w r as made a Mason, it must be for an offense involving moral turpitude of 
which the Lodge had no notice at the time the degrees were conferred, 
and could not have ascertained by reasonable dilligence and proper enquiry. 

** * ******* 

A Mason’s family can have no Masonic privileges, except through the 
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Mason himself. Therefore, when a Mason dies, being at the time under 
suspension for non-payment of dues, his family cannot after his death, pay 
up his dues, and thereby restore themselves to such Masonic privileges as 
they would have been entitled to, if he had died in good standing in the 
Lodge. 

****** * * * * 

The voluntary confession made before trial may be introduced as evi- 
dence against the accused on trial for a Masonic offense. 

When there is such near relation, by blood or marriage, to any member 
of the Lodge, by a person accused of a Masonic offense, as would likely 
bias his verdiCt, such member should not be permitted to sit on trial of 
the case and when the vote is being taken, should retire from the Lodge. 

A Mason should not be prejudged, nor subjected to any punishment until 
he has been found guilty. Therefore, a brother may visit and take part in 
the proceedings of his Lodge though “under charges,” until atrial and 
conviction is had. 

An Entered Apprentice is not entitled to a demit, but in case of his re- 
moval from the jurisdiction of the Lodge in which he was initiated, the 
Lodge may furnish him a certificate, setting forth the faCt of his initiation. 

The following' resolution adopted in 1S74, but not printed with 
the proceedings, we regard as correct in principal, even if it does 
conflict with the “ eternal jurisdiction"’ claim : 

That no subordinate Lodge shall initiate any person who has not been 
resident within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge for twelve months 
next preceding such initiation; firovided^ that this prohibition shall not 
apply to officers and soldiers of the army, to seafaring men, or clergymen 
engaged in the aCtive performance of the duties of the ministry. 

The “ Committee on Suspensions, Expulsions and Appeals” 
had a considerable amount of work to do, we copy from the 
conclusion of their report: 

In view of some matters which have come under our observation, it can 
hardly be deemed improper to affirm that confidence in the assured pro- 
tection which Masonry gives to the gentler sex, forms a Palladium in our 
midst; remove this image, and our permanence is gone. Without this 
devotion to purity, what is become of our mission ! Indeed, have we any 
mission? Then let it not be charged that undue severity is used by the 
Grand Lodge toward offenders against Masonic law. If, to put or keep 
knowinglv, a piece of rotten timber in the ship which is to be freighted 
with human lives, is a crime, none the less is it criminal to retain in the 
body of our mystic edifice corrupt material which must endanger, more or 
less the entire structure and cause to impend frightful moral disaster. 

The committee to whom was referred the question of recogni- 
tion of certain newly formed Grand Lodges reported in favor of 
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the Grand Lodge of Utah, and of the others — but we present an 
extradt from the report which was adopted : 

With regard to Dakota, in the absence of any document authenticated 
by seal and 'written signature — having received only an unsealed and 
printed account of the organization of a Grand Lodge, — we would respect- 
fully recommend a postponement of aCtion until the necessary information 
is received. 

The printed proceedings of what purport to be the newly organized 
jurisdictions of Wyoming and the Indian Territories, have also been laid 
before us by the R.\ W.*. Grand Secretary, in accordance with a resolution 
of the Grand Lodge. With the exception of a seal stamped upon the cover 
of one of these pamphlets, the same difficulties stand in the way of formal 
recognition as in the case of Dakota. We therefore respectfully recom- 
mend a postponement of aCtion until due authentication of the existence 
and legitimacy of these Grand Organizations be obtained. 

With regard to the organization of a Grand Lodge for Prince Edward 
Island, also brought to our attention by the Grand Secretary, the circum- 
stances are somewhat different. The information comes before us under 
the written signature of the Grand Master and Grand Secretary, authen- 
ticated by seal. Nevertheless, as this jurisdiction is formed from the 
already existing jurisdiction of New Brunswick, and as no advice has been 
received from the Masonic authorities of New Brunswick signifying their 
consent to its organization, we deem it nothing more than due to courtesy 
to the elder iurisdiCtion to await such notification of their consent before 
taking final aCtion. 

Go slow is a mighty good motto. 

A Report on Foreign Correspondence covering onei hundred 
and thirty-four pages, and reviewing the proceedings of forty- 
three Grand Lodges, was presented by Bro. Oliver S. Beers — 
we like his report and are inclined to claim relationship. If he 
comes from the old tl Jersey” stock, we are — cousins. 

The report is an excellent one — we present a part of his com- 
ments on the u colored” question, found under the head of Ohio : 

This question was discussed before the Grand Lodge in 1874, and aCtion 
thereon postponed, so that in 1875 we should have had the most definite 
and reliable presentation of faCts in relation to it. We have read with 
care that portion of the proceedings, and rise from their perusal with feel- 
ings of regret and disappointment. Much is said about the Brotherhood 
of Man — of the universality or cosmopolitan principles and usages of the 
“Craft,” — many exceedingly interesting and instructive historical docu- 
ments are collated, including a few deliverances from colored Masons, 
some of which, had they emanated from white men, would have been de- 
nounced as impertinent — vide G. M- Boyd's Comments on the Grand 
Lodge of New York. But of the real the only tangible question to be 
solved by the Grand Lodge of Ohio, what is said? What recommended? 
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No one has raised the question as to the right of Negroes, (or as they are 
called colored men) to be made Masons in regular Lodges. No question 
of race or color is involved in the petition presented to the Grand Lodge 
of Ohio ; but they were simply asked to recognize the colored Lodges 
existing in that State, and take them under its care and protedtion. Were 
they regular Lodges composed of regularly constituted Masons ? If so why 
not grant the petition, and promptly adopt them. If clandestine Lodges 
composed of “ clandestinely made Masons,” was it not her duty to proclaim 
the fadt and refuse the petition ? We think the Grand Lodge avoided the 
real question by entertaining the report of the Special Committee, who 
recommended the following resolution, a quasi denial of the prayer of the 
petitioners and evincing an unwillingness to meet the colored Brethren on 
terms of intimacy or u?iion as we construe them, viz. : 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Brethren of Ohio we beseech you, do not adopt a policy or deliverance 
so indirect and inconclusive as the one recommended by your Committee ! 
We are especially interested in the result of your action and deliberations 
in this matter; for the Colored Grand Lodge of Ohio “so called,” has 
flooded one sedtion and jurisdiction with charters under which colored 
Lodges believed by us to be clandestine, have been organized. The mem- 
bers of those Lodges are treated by us with aversio?i , not because they are 
negroes but as counterfeits and imposters, and so the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio in its past deliverances has taught us to consider them. By your 
negledt and that of neighboring Grand Lodges this evil has grown to pro- 
portions quite too large to be ignored, and as suffering from such negledt 
we had a right to claim prompt and conclusive adtion in the premises. 
For the sake of these deluded negroes, for the promotion of justice, for 
the sake of harmony, and for the good of Masonry, we implore you to 
decide the question of legitimacy presented to you ! If the colored Lodges 
of Ohio are “ true and perfect” take charge of them and introduce them 
to the Masonic world as your true and legitimate children, if they are 
not so, proclaim the fadt and let these claimants of Masonic rights be 
known and recognized as imposters . There can be no evasion or compro- 
mise in this matter, at least ought not to be, and we ask for positive de- 
liverance suited to the emergency. We have no antipathy against negroes 
on account of race^or color. Have no aversion to recognizing an y freeborn 
negro as a Mason, if assured that he is truly and legitimately entitled to 
such recognition, and condudts himself as a Mason. 

M.-. W.*. Palmer J. Pillans, of Mobile, was eledled Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.'. Daniel Sayre, of Montgomery, re-ele&ed Grand 
Secretary. 

Bro. William T. Walthall, of Mobile, Chairman Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence. 
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ARKANSAS, 1875. 

The Thirty- seventh Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas was held at Little Rock, October nth, 1875. 

Seventy-five Lodges represented. 

Three hundred and twenty-four on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. M. L. Bell, G.'. M.\, presiding. 

Seventeen Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the 
year. 

Among the decisions reported, we note : 

4. Question — Can a Master Mason withdraw from the Lodge while at 
work, without the permission of the W.\ M.\ ? 

Answer — No; and in case of urgent necessity, the W. *. M.\ is bound 
to grant his permission, for he is under obligation not to preside in a 
haughty or imperious manner, and should he do so, he is liable to 
impeachment. 

5. ^htestion — Can a Master Mason withdraw from Masonry? 

Answer — Any Master Mason can demit from his Lodge and remain un- 
affiliated ; but in so doing he loses all the benefits of Masonry, 3'et is not 
absolved from his obligation, and is subject to discipline for unmasonic 
conduct by any Lodge in whose jurisdiction he may reside. 

8. Question — Is it Masonic for a S.\ D.\ to perform the duties of his 
office after charges are preferred against him ? 

Answer — Yes; he is entitled to all the benefits of the. Lodge until trial 
and found guilty, and suspended or expelled according to law. 

12. Question — Is it a Masonic offense for a brother to assist in stealing 
a Master Mason’s daughter to marry a profane person to whom the parents 
are opposed? 

Answer — It is; or to assist in stealing anything else from a brother. 

15. Question — The Secretary of a Lodge refuses to notify delinquent 
members of the fa£t on the order of the Lodge. What is the remedy? 

Answer — Prefer charges against him for neglect of duty, suspend him, 
and the W.\ M.\ can appoint a Secretary pro tem. 

A brother — a former officer of the Grand Lodge — was reported 
insane. An appropriation of two hundred dollars was made 
toward his expenses in an asylum. 

The oration of R.*. W.*. George Thornburgh, deserves a more 
extensive circulation than simply printing with the proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge. 

We must content ourselves with but one extract — a random 
selection : 

No longer does the civilized world ascribe secret, unmeaning mumme- 
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ries, terrible oaths and incantations, dark deeds and selfish ceremonies to 
our order, because it has borne its fruit and is judged by it. 

Its laws are reason and equity, its principles benevolence and love, and 
its religion purity and truth. Its intention is peace on earth and its dispo- 
sition good will to men. Sweet are its uses in adversity. The noblest 
sphere of its operation is in redressing the calamities of the unfortunate, 
investigating the wants and supplying the needs of indigence, relieving 
pain, pitying and softening infirmity, and fostering virtue. Yes, the true 
Mason looks to the welfare of his brother; he feels great satisfaction when 
he can benefit and aid him. If his means of assistance are small, and his 
powers of relief limited, he will at least discover those soft and gentle 
attentions and that tender compassion which soothe the distress he cannot 
remove, and bathe with tears the wounds he cannot heal. He forsakes 
not his bed, but sta^s to support his drooping head, to catch his last expir- 
ing breath, and close his eyes with the last offices of fraternal affection. 
Nor does his love cease here. It takes hold upon his family — 

“ We seek to dry the widow’s gushing tears, 

We seek to calm the trembling orphan’s fears, 

We seek to raise humanity above 
The ills of life by ministers of love. 

And when the tale is told, and man resigns his trust, 

We seek in friendship’s name, to monument his dust.” 

No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.*. W.*. M. L. Bell, of Pine Bluff, Grand Master; and 
R.*. E.'. Luke E. Barber, of Little Rock, Grand Secretary, 
were each re-eleCted. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1875, 1876. 

The Fourth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
British Columbia was held at Victoria, February 20th, 1875, and 
the Fifth at the same place, February 19th, 1876. 

There are nine Lodges and two hundred and seventy-five en- 
rolled members in this far off jurisdiction. The receipts for the 
year 18755 as per the report of the Grand Secretary, was $626.75. 

At the Fifth Annual Communication the Grand Secretary 
reported the amount received as $584.25, and a membership of 
three hundred. 

This Grand Lodge although but five years old, has a u Widow 
and Orphan’s Fund” of $2,315.69. 

August 19th, 1875 ? a u Grand Masonic Re-union” was had at 
ViCtoria. Delegations from the Grand Lodges of Oregon, Wash- 
ington Territory and Idaho, paid a visit to the Grand Lodge of 
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British Columbia. The reports indicate that men, women and 
children had a peculiarly enjoyable time. Banquets, speeches, 
balls, processions, &c. 

M.*. W.*. Frederick Williams, of Esquimalt, is Grand Master ; 
and 

V.*. W.*.” CooteM. Chambers, of Victoria, Grand Secretary. 
CONNECTICUT, 1876. 

The Eighty-eighth Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut was held at Hartford, January 19th. 1876. 

One hundred and eight Lodges represented. 

One hundred and sixteen on the roll. 

M.’. W.*. Wm. Wallace Lee, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

The address of the Grand Master is fully up to the standard of 

that of 1875* 

That our brethren may understand the allusion in the follow- 
ing extraCt, we refer them to pages 17 and 18 of our report of 
last year. 

He says : 

And these two brothers are on the best of terms. Notwithstanding you 
saw fit to disprove of my aCtion, I firmly believe I did what was right. I 
felt that I knew all the facts, and gave such instruction and advice as I 
thought the case demanded, and had mine alone been followed there would 
have been no trouble and no necessity for reporting the case to the Grand 
Lodge. It is only another illustration of the homely adage, “ that too 
many cooks spoil the broth.” 

The late Philip Tucker, while Grand Master of Vermont, on 
one occasion said to the Grand Lodge, “ we don’t want any com- 
mittee, I understand this matter better than you do or can.” 

We admire the Davy Crockett’s in Masonry. 

The following commends itself to every thinking Mason : 

Service in Masonry should be willingly given; ours is a voluntary asso- 
ciation, and as I understand it, no one can be compelled to accept office; 
na} r , more, he should not accept it unless he feels that he can attend to the 
duties, and discharge them to the satisfaction of his brethren. The prac- 
tice so common in some Lodges of electing members to office because they 
hold official position in the community, or have money or social position 
is not to be commended. While a high standard of morals should be 
insisted upon in official position in Masonry, brethren should be selected 
for office solely for their qualifications for such positions. 
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He thinks that the law, that none but those who are or have 
been Wardens are eligible to the Mastership, is not “ founded in 
reason, or that its workings are beneficial to the subordinates.” 

It is dangerous to let down the bars anywhere, if anything pile 
them up higher. 

He believes that the jurisdictional line between Lodges should 
be governed by the usual traveled route rather than air lines. 

He is sound on the u eternal jurisdiction ” question, he says : 

We might with just as much propriety incorporate into our moral code 
that portion of the mosaic sanitary law which prohibited pork eating, and 
exa£t compliance therewith. Let us cany this principle into civil and 
social life and see how it would operate. What would we think if our 
state should adopt a regulation or a law providing that no one should be 
admitted an elector who has ever applied for that privilege in any other 
state or nation, and had been refused, without the consent of the state or 
nation so refusing? Or what would be thought of a church which should 
incorporate such a provision into its articles, defining its qualifications for 
membership? To state the thing is to show its absurdity. It would be 
only one step further in the same direction for a Lodge to claim perpetual 
jurisdiction over all who have ever resided within its limits. I am well 
aware it is said that any Lodge will willingly yield jurisdiction over any 
such rejected candidate who has removed to another locality; but this is a 
mistake, as any one can readily satisfy himself who will take pains to do 
so. Every person should stand for what he is worth morally and mentally 
in the community where he resides. If our term of probation is not long 
enough we can lengthen it as much as may be deemed necessary; but I 
hope we shall abandon at once and forever this doCtrine which has been 
incorporated into our laws from hateful despotisms and furnishes such a 
convenient method for the gratification of personal spite and petty 
animosity. 

We recommend to the Masonic lawyers, that they read and 
ponder on, the following extraCt from the address of the Grand 
Master : 

With us, no one is born to rule by right divine, or to be the slave of 
another. All are children of the one common father, heirs of the same 
immortality, as so often and beautifully taught in our ritual. Following 
out this idea, our legislation should be divested as much as possible of all 
that savors of despotism, and imbued more with the spirit and power of 
love than of force. Furthermore, they should be clear and explicit, 
whereas now they are oracular and ambiguous, not easily understood, and 
hence a large portion of the Grand Master’s correspondence consist of 
efforts to explain and reconcile its various separate clauses, until it becomes 
almost necessary to use Mr. Lincoln’s famous aphorism in his reply to his 
opponent (Mr. Douglas,) that his speeches “ were explanations explana- 
tory of explanations explained.” Grand Master Lockwood found it neces- 

3 
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sary to give fifty-two different decisions in the space of two years, or an 
average of one in two weeks. I might have given them an equal or greater 
number, but have preferred to give advice and instruction according to 
varying circumstances as I have understood them. Much of this discord- 
ance and confusion in our law has arisen from our hasty and special 
legislation. It may be stated with almost the force of an axiom that the 
law, as such, to command respect and secure a willing obedience, must 
appeal to the reason and satisfy the judgment fyor law is notan end, it is 
only a means ; the end is to secure the greatest amount of practical good.) 
Will our own laws stand this test? Does the laws of perpetual jurisdiction 
appeal to the reason and satisfy the judgment? Does the law which pro- 
hibits all discussions concerning the merits and demerits of a candidate 
(those qualifications which alone render us worthy to be made Masons) 
appeal to the reason and satisfy the judgment? Does the law which takes 
from the Master of a Lodge the right to summon his Lodge to receive, 
and aCt upon a petition (a right which he has always had in the state until 
within the past ten years,) without the Grand Master’s consent, who 
knows nothing about it, appeal to the reason and satisfy the judgment? 
Does the law which prohibits a subordinate Lodge from conferring degrees 
on its own members, at such time as shall be for the convenience of all 
concerned, without the Grand Master’s consent, who does not know 
whether it would be best or not, appeal to the reason and satisfy the judg- 
ment? Does the law which places a brother, who has been stricken from 
the rolls for non-payment of dues, in a worse condition, as to getting back 
into his Lodge, than one is who has violated every civil and Masonic law, 
appeal to the reason and satisfy the judgment? Does the law which com- 
pels a brother to vote when his own judgment and convictions tell him he 
should not, appeal to the reason and satisfy the judgment? Does the law 
which takes from the lodge the power to eleCt its most competent member 
as Master, — a right thej' have always had until within the past ten years, — 
without the Grand Master’s consent, who knows nothing of his qualifica- 
tions, appeal to the reason and satisfy the judgment? Does the law which 
requires every brother to be a member of some Lodge, and yet puts it out 
of his power after he has taken a demit and his application rejeCted, appeal 
to the reason and satisfy the judgment? Does the law which puts out of 
the power of any brother, who may have made a mistake in balloting on 
a petition, to correct the mistake, appeal to the reason and satisfy the 
judgment? I do know, brethren, that our present system is a prolific 
cause of confusion, discord, inharmony and ill feeling, and believe that it 
should be revised, divested of its unsatisfactory features and made more in 
accordance with our laws as we had them, when Masonry was so prosper- 
ous under those eminent men whose acquirements and worth shed such 
lustre upon the institution in the past. 

Transactions of local interest. 

The Grand Secretary, Bro. J. K. Wheeler, presented the Re- 
port on Foreign Correspondence. The proceedings of our Grand 
Lodge for 1875 are briefly noticed. In the commencement of his 
report he says : 
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We shall endeavor to be brief ; yet we feel aware, that in undertaking to 
review the proceedings of fifty or more Grand Lodges, each one contain- 
ing from fifty to five hundred pages of printed matter, and do them 
justice , that brevity would almost be out of the question ; and should we 
succeed in the first, we shall be constrained to believe that we have failed 
in the last. 

Relative to non-payment of dues, he says under the head of 
Arkansas : 

It will be observed by the former one that the non-payment of dues is 
looked upon as an offense of sufficient magnitude to warrant suspension, 
and that being suspended he is deprived of all Masonic privileges, which 
is more severe than the regulation in our jurisdiction which simply “strike 
from the roll” and make the brother a n on-affiliated Mason. We know 
that suspension is the practice in some jurisdictions, for non-payment of 
dues, but have never yet been able to look upon it as quite the thing. To 
make a man a Mason is one thing, and he is entitled to benefits that accrue 
from being a Mason ; to retain him as a member of a Lodge is another 
thing; and if he declines to perform those duties which are expected of 
him as a member he should only lose those benefits which accrue from 
Lodge membership. 

Under the head of Indiana, he sa} r s : 

We believe with our brother, that Masonry costs too much for show, for 
presents, for banquets, &c., and too little for the support of the real 
genuine principles of our institution, and this is what we should stimu- 
late. It is education in this direction that opens the heart, and makes a 
Mason of necessity to fulfill those vows of charity which he has taken 
upon himself. And we need not be ashamed of these principles, even if 
our right hand should know what our left hand is doing, or that a Masonic 
Home should be established in our own State, to which we could point 
with pride, even if it be called a 11 big thing.” Remember the divine 
injunction, “ Hide not thy light under a bushel.” 

Bro. Wheeler evidently had plenty of time to spare on his 
report as it is very brief, coA^ering but 63 pages. 

M.\ W.'. Edward B. Rowe, of New London, was elected 
Grand Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. Joseph K. Wheeler, of Hartford, re-elected Grand 
Secretary, and is also the “ Com. on Correspondence.” 

CALIFORNIA, 1875. 

The Twenty-sixth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of California was held at San Francisco, October 12th, 1875* 

One hundred and sixty-six Lodges represented. 
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Two hundred and thirty- seven on the roll, forty- two have be- 
come extindf, leaving one hundred and ninety-five active Lodges 
in the jurisdiction. 

M.’. W.;. George C. Perkins, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Four Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 
From the address of the Grand Master, we present: 

The creed of a true Mason is to love all mankind, and, as far as in his 
power lies, to do good unto all, not alone by the mere giving of alms to 
those who are needy, but to do good in every possible manner. If a brother 
is in the wrong, speak not of his faults first to another, for no Mason has 
the right to speak ill of a brother when he is not present, however true 
that which he may say. He should go to him and, with words of love and 
kindness, remind him of his error, whisper to him good counsel, and show 
to him that “ Great Light” whence he may glean wisdom to direct and 
strength to assist him in resisting the many temptations by which he is 
constantly surrouuded, and thus win him back to the path of duty and 
honor. 

* * * St * 

Worldly wealth or honor does not make a Mason. It is the internal 
qualifications alone which can prepare him to receive the truth and then 
embrace it. It is too true that many who have seen the sacred light by 
which Masons work have gone astray, but the living principles which the 
order inculcates still exist, and where one has fallen, its teachings have 
caused thousands to remain true and steadfast; and, could the secret his- 
tory of our own State be unfolded, the works of charity and pure benefi- 
cence performed by Masonry would command the reverence of many who 
now revile it. For many years, in the mining districts, it was the prevail- 
ing moral influence that kept men within the bounds of moderation and 
taught them to “ do unto others as they would wish that others should do 
unto them.” Its votaries ministered to the sick, relieved the destitute, and 
afforded the last sad tribute of respect to the dead. Thus was, and is, 
Masonry quietly and unostentatiously performing its mission among us, 
receiving within its fold those only who voluntarily knock for admission 
and are found worthy. Men of every nationality and creed, — with no 
religious qualification, except the one requisite belief in God, the Supreme 
Intelligence which pervades all nature — Jew and Gentile, Mohammedan and 
Christian, meet within our Lodges upon one common level, working har- 
moniously together for their moral improvement and social regeneration. 

No man’s religious opinions are in any way interfered with by his assum- 
ing the obligations of a Mason. On the subject of religion or politics his 
Lodge claims no jurisdiction over him. This assurance is given him 
before he sees the light by which all true Masons work, and this promise 
is jealously guarded as one of the tenets of the order throughout every 
step of his advancement in the ancient Craft. In times past the order has 
been maligned and persecuted by those who, through prejudice, were 
blinded to its good works. Even during the past year one great religious 
association has raised its voice, as a body, against the order of Masonry 
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and ostracised those of its members who held fellowship with us. While 
we must condemn this unwarrantable bigotry, we recognize and pay all 
homage to the many aCts of charity and benevolence extended to those in 
distress by the disciples of that church, and we would not tarnish, by word 
or thought, the lustre of that bright star of promise awaiting to reward 
those who have, by their vows, devoted their lives to her service, adminis- 
tering to those in affliction, and comforting the unfortunate. As Masonry 
remembers this, it forgets the wrong they would do it. “ With malice 
toward none and charity for all” it raises not its voice against its aggressor, 
but quietly pursues its mission of doing good to all. It does not array 
itself against any religion or proclaim itself a substitute therefor, but it 
inculcates the divine maxim of “love thy neighbor as thyself.” Upon 
this broad platform all creeds can stand, and every sedt, denomination, and 
nationalit}’’ join hands in administering to purposes of human benefaction. 

Among the decisions reported, we find : 

I have been asked whether a Lodge has the right to pass a resolution re- 
fusing admission to any MasterMason in good standing, who is not a mem- 
ber of the Lodge, at either a stated or called meeting? I answered that I 
did not know of any law that would prevent a Lodge from passing such a 
resolution, but that I did very much question the propriety of its doing so, 
as the Master of a Lodge is the proper person, when objections are made to 
the admission of a visiting brother, to decide thereupon, as it is his duty to 
see that no discord or confusion be permitted to enter his Lodge, if he can 
prevent it. 

I have also had occasion to say that, when a special meeting relating to 
the business of a particular Lodge was under discussion, I thought it quite 
proper that the Master should inform all brethren present, not members, 
that they could have permission to retire, the members desiring to com- 
mune alone upon matters relating to their own Masonic family. 

* * * * * 

I have been asked, if a brother petition for affiliation with a Lodge and 
in due time is eleCted a member, and the secretary fails to notify him of 
his election until six months afterwards, when the brother signed the by- 
laws, whether his dues to the Lodge commenced from the date of his 
election or the date of signing. I answered that his dues commenced from 
the date of his election, as from that time he was entitled to all the benefits 
and privileges of the Lodge, and his own negligence, or the carelessness 
of the secretary, should not relieve him from sharing his portion of the 
burden. 

I have also decided that in case of the death of any officer of a Lodge, 
the Master has the right to appoint, pro tempore, to fill the vacancy during 
the unexpired term ; and that, in case of a vacancy in the office of treasurer, 
the Master is the proper custodian of the Lodge funds until such vacancy 
is filled. 

* * * * * 

The following amendment to the by-laws of one of our city Lodges was 
adopted a few months since : — 

“ There shall also be paid as dues by each member, upon the death of a 
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member of the Lodge, the sum of one dollar; provided, that those mem- 
bers who attend the funeral, or who, in consequence of illness or absence 
from the city shall be unable to attend, may be excused by the Lodge from 
such payment.” 

I was pleased to give this amendment my approval, believing that its 
effect would be to bring many of our brethren, who have been derelidt in 
the performance of their dut3 r in not attending Masonic funerals, to a 
realizing sense of its importance. Let us remember that it is the last 
tribute of respedt which we can ever render to the departed, and that no 
trivial excuse should keep us away, as but a short season will elapse when 
we, too, shall be called upon to pay the last great debt of nature, from 
which there is no exemption of age or rank or station. There is a com- 
mon doom appointed for all. Then let us so perform these last sad offices 
to the dead that we may hope and expecSt that some brother’s friendly hand 
will be near, when our summons shall arrive, to assist in consigning us to 
the dust from whence we came. 


We fully concur with the Grand Master in the following : 

This Grand Lodge has heretofore full}' indicated its disapproval of ad- 
vertising, Masonically, one’s business; and I think that the time has 
arrived when some decided adtion should be taken to prevent Masons from 
using any Masonic signs, names, or emblems in their private business 
enterprises, either as individuals or as an association, which may induce 
the public to believe that such enterprises were conducted, maintained or 
sanctioned by the Fraternity, The only conceivable object Masons can 
have in thus parading their connection with the order, is to obtain a credit 
or patronage which otherwise they would not receive. Such conduct is 
clearly unmasonic, and destroys the beauty and objects of the order. It 
is well known that there is in this city a private corporation called the 
“Masonic Savings and Loan Bank.” From its name, the location of its 
office, and the fact that all its officers are Masons, it is popularly believed, 
and not without reason, that the institution is not only a part of the order, 
but that it is maintained for the benefit thereof and is guaranteed thereby. 
It must be evident to all that if misfortune however honestly they maj r be 
managed, should overtake these private enterprises, not only would odium be 
cast upon the Fraternity, but it w T ould injure it to an inconceivable extent. 
To prevent this possible calamity, a law should be enacTed forbidding every 
Mason from using Masonic names, signs, or emblems in his private busi- 
ness. or by any corporation or association in which he is interested, and 
a severe penalty should be fixed for its violation. 

In his twentieth annual report the Grand Secretary announces 
that all but one of the Past Grand Masters of the jurisdiction 
were still living, and that “ the life-sized perpetuations of their 
long familiar forms and faces may now be seen, re-arranged in 
their proper order, in the portrait gallery of the Temple.” 

Total receipts for the year, $19,482.61. 

California practices the ancient custom of presenting to each 
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initiate a lamb-skin or white leather apron, with the name 
of the owner and of the Lodge, and dates of his initiation, pass- 
ing and raising inscribed beneath the flap. 

The Grand Ledturer relates two incidents, to show the advan- 
tages of the practice : 

To show how much good has been' accomplished by the practice of 
presenting the lamb-skin to initiates, I will relate the following incidents, 
which have come under my own observation. A certain man, before leav- 
ing his old home in the East, had been made a Mason, but since coming 
to the Pacific Coast had not visited a Lodge, and had fallen into evil paths 
and been led into dissipation. One day, when looking over some articles 
in his trunk, he came upon a forgotten package which, when opened, was 
found to contain his lamb-skin apron — for the Lodge wherein he was made 
a Mason had made it a custom to present each member with this emblem 
of Masonry. The sight of the spotless vestment, more ancient than the 
golden fleece or Roman eagle, aroused a flood of recollection in his bosom. 
In imagination he was carried back to his old home, where he had been 
honored and respected, — to the time when he stood in the north-east cor- 
ner, a just and upright man, where it had been given him striCtly in charge 
ever to aCt and walk as such. He asked himself whether he had fulfilled 
the charge? — whether he had walked as an upright man ? He felt that he 
had not. The spark of manhood which still lingered in his bosom was 
strong enough to kindle a glowing fire. He put the apron away and went 
forth, determined to conquer the terrible demon that had been leading him 
on to the abyss of destruction. He made himself known to some of the 
Masons of this city, frankly admitted his wrong doing, and asked them to 
assist him in reforming. A helping hand was extended, the strong grip 
was given him, and by its aid he was lifted out of the depths into which 
he had fallen, and once moie stood a just and upright man. He is now 
honored and respeCted by the workmen in the Temple, instead of being 
an outcast and disgraced. The other case occurred in the interior of 
Mexico. A brother was traveling through that country, where he con- 
tracted a fever and soon became delirious. Those with whom he was 
domiciled examined his baggage for the purpose of getting him some clean 
linen, and found a lamb-skin apron. It was immediately recognized, for 
those into whose hands he had fallen were Masons. It is needless to say 
how tenderly he was cared for; how carefully his nurses attended upon 
him unt^l the last moment came; and then how reverently they closed his 
e3 r esand laid him beneath the earth The written record on the lamb-skin 
furnished the brethren with the necessary information to communicate with 
the Lodge of the deceased, and send to his friends such property as he left 
behind. 

Relative to the recognition of the Grand Lodges of Manitoba 
and Prince Edward Island, the Committee on Jurisprudence 
reported unfavorably. We present the conclusion : 

In the judgment of your committee the best interests of Masonry will be 
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subserved by the establishment of Grand Lodges in the Provinces of Mani- 
toba and Prince Edward Island, but they think that this Grand Lodge 
should not recognize the Grand Lodges established in those provinces until 
they have been recognized by the Grand Lodges from which the constituent 
Lodges hold their charters. They therefore recommend that no aCtion be 
taken in the matter of recognition at this Communication. 

The Grand Orator u the W. 1 . Henry Huntley Haight, late 
Governor of California, delivered” a very, very interesting address. 
The extracts we present will repay the reading : 

It has alwa} T s been a favorite maxim of mine that no one should open his 
mouth in public except to say, or at least to endeavor to say, something tend- 
ing in someway to the permanent good of his auditory. To communicate or 
recall some interesting faCt of science or history, — to develop and impress 
some valuable principle of government, of morals, or of religion — to afford, 
if possible, some aid to such as are inclined to pursue the higher and nobler 
ends of existence, — these seem to be the legitimate purposes of public 
speaking. 

****** 

The theme I have chosen, however, for some random observations 
before this august assemblage, is not the present or the future, but the 
past. 

* * * * * * 

The love of things that are old, the passion for the antique, the charm 
of antiquity, the fascination which the chronicles of the olden times pos- 
sess, are felt by most of us, and yet there are many who, if called upon, 
could hardly, without reflection, account fully for the influence which these 
feelings exert. 

****** 

A blind reverence for antiquity is not rational. The single quality of 
age has in it nothing specially admirable or attractive, apart from other 
elements. In reasoning philosophically upon the subjeCt it might be dis- 
covered that much of our reverence for the past is mere sentimentalism, 
and not the sober deduction of intelligent reflection. If we were to be per- 
fectly frank we might find ourselves compelled to confess that many of our 
ideas of the past are about as true to life as the castles in the air which 
boarding-school girls and college boys construct and people with the heroes 
and heroines of fancy. 

****** 

In the genuine antiquarian this passion manifests itself in an exagger- 
ated degree. To him the most worthless trifle that has gained a few 
centuries of age becomes priceless. A coin, a vessel or implement, one or 
two thousand years old, possesses to him a value which money could not 
measure. He regards with veneration the granite cliffs upon which have 

beaten the storms of centuries, and which have seen the birth and death 

* 

of unnumbered generations. Even in this democratic country and in our 
modern mushroom society, there is not lacking the same peculiarity. In- 
deed, it is a familiar principle that men admire most that of which they 
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possess least. The timid man has an intense admiration for physical 
com*age. A lady not endowed with personal charms thinks that her felic- 
ity would be complete if she had personal beauty. The short man would 
like to be tall, and the tall man short. The blind man thinks nothing 
necessary to happiness but sight, and the poor man thinks that with 
wealth he would be translated at once into an earthly paradise. So, in a 
democratic country, where there are no hereditary distinctions of class and 
no privileged aristocracy, men are peculiarly proud of tracing their lineage 
back to some one who has been a lord, duke, or chief in the old world, or 
to some one who has been greatly and honorably distinguished either in 
arms or in literature or science. This may not be altogether without 
reason in some degree, but, without debating whether it has or has not an 
element of reason in it, there is no doubt that it exemplifies just the feeling 
to which I have referred. 

It is doubtful whether there is anywhere a greater reverence for rank, or 
a stronger propensity to run after and gaze on those who hold high posi- 
tions, than in this republican country of ours, where we hold every man of 
good character to be the political and social equal of every other man, and 
where we have so much to say about our rulers being the mere servants or 
agents of the people. 

****** 

The present is an age of intellectual triumphs. The knights of the 
days of chivalry were often unable to write their own names. At the 
present day the ascendency of mind is recognized, but we moderns may 
be in as great danger of neglecting the body as our ancestors- were of neg- 
lecting mental culture. 

If we were asked what we admire most about the men of feudal times, 
probably w'e would specify their perfection in physical exercises, their feats 
of arms, and their personal strength and agility. The human form was 
developed by severe bodily exercise and training, by a life in the open air, 
before the era of air-tight stoves, hot-air furnaces, fancy dances at mid- 
night, French cookery, tight lacing, tobacco and drugged liquor. It is 
extremely doubtful whether, in the olden time, whatever other excesses 
were committed, any considerable number of sane young ladies in respect- 
able society could be found to start at ten o’clock at night to an entertain- 
ment, dance all night, eat a supper after midnight, and return home to 
bed about sunrise. Of all social customs, this practice of turning night 
into day seems most senseless and injurious. 

* * * * * * 

But, shall we confess it? We also live in an age of venality when, 
instead of other tyranny, we seem to be subjected to a tyranny of 
monej r — when every other passion is swallowed up by a consuming 
thirst for gold — when a tide of corruption seems to be submerging honor 
and patriotism in a filthy flood — when legalized extortion visits the home 
of honest industry, and luxury, extravagance, and vice are sapping the 
foundations of public and private morality. Such influences and causes 
have heretofore portended the decay and downfall of nations, and to 
counteract them will require all the combined effort of all good men, the 
daily practice and exemplification of those virtues which Masonry is 

4 
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designed to inculcate and enforce, and the careful religious training of the 
joung at the fireside in childhood. The lack_of this last is a fatal one, 
for which nothing else can atone. 

A contrast between the civilization of the olden time and of the present 
day shows wonderful progress in invention and discovery. Going back to 
the middle ages, what did mankind lack which thej T now possess? Think 
that photography is but little more than thirty years old — the electro-mag- 
netic telegraph about the same. Fifty years ago we had no railroads — one 
hundred years ago no steamboats. The steam engine is but little more 
than one hundred years old. Seventy-five years ago no town w r as lighted 
with gas. The discovery of anthracite coal dates back only just before 
the American Revolution, and in the olden time the Parliaments of Great 
Britain, by repeated statutes, made it a criminal offense to burn bitumin- 
ous coal, on the ground that the smoke was injurious to health. A house 
with glass windows, in the middle ages, was something very rare and 
exceptionally magnificent. No morning or evening newspaper gave news- 
intelligence simultaneously from Europe, Asia, and America. Then no 
printed books existed, and libraries were simply collections of manuscripts. 
Less than four hundred years ago the almost universal opinion was that 
the world was flat and included only the Eastern Hemisphere. Less than 
three hundred years ago the sun was supposed to revolve around the earth, 
and Galileo narrowly escaped being made a bonfire of by suggesting that 
this was a mistake. It is but a little more than a hundred years since the 
discovery of the substance commonly called India rubber, and gutta- 
percha was unknown, except by the Malays, until about thirty-five years 
ago. The extensive petroleum and coal-oil discoveries are still more 
recent. Our European ancestors knew nothing of coffee until the seven- 
teenth century, and tea <( the cup that cheers but not inebriates.” was 
unknown to them until some years after the Mayflower made Plymouth 
Rock immortal, 

On the other hand, in feudal times the human family had not begun to 
ornament the floors of public conveyances with the expectoration of to- 
bacco juice. The seduCtive poison of a fragrant cigar never assailed with 
its temptations ambitious young men of immature years in the days of 
chivalry, and never planted in their physical systems the seeds of paraly- 
sis and cancer. 

****** 

Age alone contains no principle of immortality, and if Masonry had 
nothing but its ancient origin to recommend it, there would be no sound 
reason to expeCt that it would survive, much less that it would grow. 
Those are talismanic words implied in its organization, — Liberty , Equal- 
ity , Fraternity ,— terms often elsewhere grossly abused, but in the order 
of Free and Accepted Masons full of real and practical significance, be- 
cause one of its first lessons is resistence to despotism, both ecclesiastical 
and civil ; and the instructive antagonism between Masonry and ecclesias- 
ticism is the most emphatic testimony to the spirit of personal liberty 
which is one of the distinguishing traits of the order. EquALiTY — not 
by lowering, but by elevating to a common platform, where all meet on 
the level with equal rights and duties, and equal claims to mutual respeCt, 
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if faithful to the obligations voluntarily assumed. Fraternity — in whose 
bonds the most ancient and inveterate prejudices are melted in the solvent 
of brotherly intercourse, and the heirs of the most ancient civilization 
join hands with the missionaries of the youngest, and Hebrew and Gentile, 
Celt and Saxon, men of the most diverse origin and nationality, meet in 
the interchange of kindly offices and furnish some evidence of the possi- 
bility of the attainment of a true brotherhood of man. 

W e copy one of the reports of the Committee on Jurisprudence : 

Your committee have considered the following question proposed by 
Bro. Charles L. Wiggin, at the last Annual Communication — “Can the 
Master of a Lodge refuse to entertain charges of unmasonic conduct 
against a brother, when presented to him by a Master Mason in good 
standing?” — and respectfully report as follows : — 

The office of Master of a Lodge, with its many dignities, and peculiar 
prerogatives, is also an executive office. Where the landmarks and ancient 
customs point, he must go, and when the Constitution of the jurisdiction 
in which he resides direCts, he must obey. Our Constitution upon the 
point at issue is plain enough. Upon the presentation of charges against 
a brother, by a member of a Lodge in good standing, to the Master of a 
Lodge having jurisdiction, it is his duty to initiate and oversee the pro- 
ceedings until the conclusion is reached. If the Master of a Lodge should 
hesitate or refuse to inaugurate and cause the trial to be prosecuted, we 
could only presume that he was actuated in assuming such responsibility 
by a peculiar and personal knowledge of circumstances which satisfied him 
that justice and worthier results would be secured by refusing to com- 
mence proceedings; as for instance, where he knew that the brother sub- 
mitting the charges was unfortunately not in his right mind, or that the 
charges were frivolous or so evidently dictated by passion that their un- 
reason was palpable. The Master who assumes such a responsibility must 
exercise a sound and wise judgment, for he must not forget that the Grand 
Master and the Grand Lodge may review his aCts. 

A Report on Foreign Correspondence, embracing a review of 
the proceedings of forty-eight Grand Lodges, was presented by 
Bro. William A. January. 

Under the head of Minnesota, he says : 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Bro. Azariah T. C. 
Pierson. He reviews the proceedings of thirty-four Grand Lodges, but 
does not notice California. 

“ But does not notice California !” Wonder what he deems a 
notice? In our report of 1875 — the one alluded to — we devoted 
seven and a half pages to California ! Where were your spec- 
tacles, Bro. Januar}''? California was omitted in our report for 
1871, because not received, but has been noticed every year since, 1 
— seven pages and a half not a notice — well, we will sleep on it. 
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M.*. W.*. John Mills Browne, was eleCted Grand Master ; and 

R.-. W.'. Alexander G. Abell, re-eleCted Grand Secretary, 
each of San Francisco. 

Bro. William Henry Hill, of Oakland, resumes the Chairman- 
ship of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

COLORADO, 1875. 

The Fifteenth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Colorado was held at Denver, September 21st, 1875. 

Eleven Lodges represented. 

Twenty-five on the roll. 

M.*. W.’. W. D. Anthony, G.'. M.\, presiding. 

One Dispensation for a new Lodge issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master was confined to a report of 
his official aCts. 

Transactions of local interest. 

Three charters for new Lodges were granted. 

The receipts of the Grand Secretary’s office is reported at 
$1,185.50. 

Colorado has lost five of its Lodges in the formation of other 
Grand Lodges, and one surrendered its charter, leaving twenty- 
two chartered Lodges in its jurisdiction. 

No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.*. W.*. Oren H. Henry, of Boulder, was eleCted Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. Ed. C. Parmelee, of Georgetown, re-eleCted Grand 
Secretary, and is also Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. We may expeCt a report in the next year’s 
proceedings. 


lave. 

Since the foregoing was in type, we have received the proceed- 
ings of the Sixteenth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Colorado, held at Denver, September 19th, 1876. 

Seventeen Lodges represented. 

M.-. W.*. O. H. Henry, G.*. M.-., presiding. 

Four Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 
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The address of the Grand Master was confined to matters of 
local interest. 

The Grand Secretary reported the amount of receipts during 
the year, $1,526.70. 

The “following which was adopted,” we find in the proceedings : 

Whereas, Bro. E. T- Stone, W.*. M.\ of El Paso Lodge, No. 13, did on 
the 12th of October, 1874, furnish Bro. L. Amsbury, a member of St. Paul 
Lodge, No. 124, of Auburn, N. Y., $200 to bear his expenses home, by the 
authority of said Lodge through its Junior Warden ; and 

Whereas, Bro. Stone has been unable, after two years delay, to secure 
the refunding of said amount; therefore be it 

Resolved , That this Grand Lodge refund to Bro. Stone the amount so 
advanced by him, together with interest paid by him, and the Grand 
Secretary be instructed to request the payment of the same from said St. 
Paul’s Lodge. 

The matter came before the Grand Lodge in 1875, and was 
referred to the Representative of the Grand Lodge of New York, 
he reported that he had made fruitless endeavors to get the matter 
settled — his letters remained unanswered. 

Such instances has a tendency to tighten the purse strings of 
the generous Mason, and thus do great injury to the Craft. 

We don’t believe in the notion of calling upon a Lodge to 
refund moneys paid to or for one of its distressed members, in 
ordinary cases, but in one like the foregoing where an individual 
advances a large sum, upon the authority of the home Lodge or 
its officers, the matter should be promptly attended to — not treated 
with silent contempt. Instances like the foregoing — it is not 
solitary — do more positive injury to the Craft, than do some other 
matters that our very zealous brethren are very fond of writing 
about. More Masonic “inwardness” is wanting. 

A letter was received, referred to the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence and published, but we cannot find any report, we quote 
the inquiries : 

1st. Is there arw law, or laws, prohibiting colored Masons from visiting 
your Grand or Subordinate Lodges? If so, what are they? 

2nd. What is the status of this Grand Lodge with colored Grand Lodges 
in this country? 

3rd. Can a respectable colored Mason be admitted to visit your Grand 
Lodge ? 

I simply ask these questions, desiring more light. 

The communication was evidently from a colored individual. 
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Having given it the prominence of incorporating it in the pro- 
ceedings — name and all — the committee might have made a 
report of some kind. It strikes us that the first and third inquiries 
could have been answered with a word of one syllable, and the 
second with one of three. 

We have gone over the proceedings three times carefully, 
trying to find something about that Report on Foreign Corres- 
pondence that Bro. Parmelee was to write, but there is no allusion 
to it. 

M.*. W.*. Harper M. Orahood, of Central, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.\ Ed. C. Parmelee, of Georgetown, re-elected Grand 
Secretary. 

We guess they mean to have a Report on Foreign Correspond- 
ence sometime, as we find that Bro. David C. Collier, of Central, 
was appointed Chairman of the Committee, according to the pro- 
ceedings, but the Grand Secretary’s circular containing the list of 
officers sa) T s that “ Wm. N. Byers, of Denver,” was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

CANADA, 1876. 

The Twenty-first Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada was held at Ottawa, July 12th, 1876* 

Two hundred and sixteen Lodges represented. 

Three hundred and fifty-one on the roll, less forty-two ceded to 
other Grand Lodges, and six that have died out ; leaving three 
hundred and three active working Lodges in the jurisdiction. 

M.\ W.*. James K. Kerr, G.*. M.\, presiding. 

Fifteen Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

During the year past, circulars have been sent broad-cast through 
the land, soliciting the recognition, as regular, of an organization 
styled the Grand Lodge of Ontario. The Grand Master of Canada, 
by edict, suspended each individual- — naming each — connected 
with the affair. In his report to the Grand Lodge, he says : 

Five brethren representing no persons but themselves, without the con- 
currence of a single Lodge or any other Masonic authority, signed a 
declaration of incorporation as “The Grand Lodge of Ontario,” and forth- 
with proclaimed themselves a duly constituted Grand Lodge. Not one 
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Lodge authorized any such meeting, or delegated any such persons to a < 5 t 
on their behalf. Not one Lodge has since approved of their a6tion, or 
expressed the slightest sympathy with them or their design ; and, although 
some misguided men have been carried away by their blandishments and 
by representations made to them, so that they have allied themselves with 
this rebellious movement to subvert the authority of this Grand Lodge, 
their industry and activity during the past five months have secured for 
them the small handful of men whose names appear above as suspended 
by me. And the men so suspended, I need scarcely tell you. in most 
instances have been the discontented and disappointed members of some 
of our Lodges who have looked for personal promotion and advantage 
rather than the furtherance of Masonic aims and objects. When werefiedt 
that out of 305 Lodges on our registry in active life and vigor, not one has 
accorded any support whatever to the seditious movement, and that from 
over 16,000 Masons in active membership, and at least an equal number of 
unaffiliated, making in all considerably over 30.000, they have not been 
able to secure a more important following than appears above, we may be 
assured that neither success nor good in any form can attend their efforts, 
and that naught but disaster and disgrace will be the portion of those who 
have been so unmindful of their obligations, and of all who follow after or 
participate with them. 

It is unnecessary for us to reproduce the defense of the Grand 
Master against the attacks made upon the Grand Lodge of Canada 
by those misguided men, suffice to say, the organization was 
unwarranted, is un masonic from beginning to end, and clearly 
clandestine. 

The Grand Lodge not only sustained the Grand Master in his 
suspension, but also expelled each individual connected with the 
organization. 

Several Grand Masters have issued circulars warning the Lodges 
in their respective jurisdictions against holding intercourse with 
any parties hailing from the so-called Grand Lodge of Ontario, 
or any of its subordinates. 

The Grand Lodge of Minnesota should take such aCtion as 
may be necessary to show that she is in full and complete accord 
with her sister Grand Lodges in this matter of rebellion against 
lawful authority. 

Each of the Grand Lodges organized under the English Con- 
stitutions, has a committee styled the ‘‘Board of General Pur- 
poses/’ For the information of the Craft here, we copy from the 
address of the Grand Master, showing the composition of this 
Board and its general duties : 
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The Board is the Committee of Grand Lodge, one half of the number, 
exclusive of the ex officio members, being eledted by the Grand Lodge and 
one half appointed by the Grand Master. The business for them to trans- 
act is of such a character that it is necessary for them to meet, not only 
two days previous to the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, but 
also during the year between the annual meetings, and it must be borne in 
mind that in addition to the matters specially relegated by the Grand 
Lodge, the Board is charged, under our Constitution, with all the commit- 
tee work of the Grand Lodge; is to hear and determine all subjects of 
Masonic complaint or irregularity ; has charge of the finances of the Grand 
Lodge, and is to examine all demands upon the same, as well as inspect 
and audit the books and papers relating to the Grand Lodge accounts. 
The Board is also required to make the necessary preparations for the 
Communication of the Grand Lodge, as well as provide for the ordinary 
expenditure of the Grand Lodge, and is charged with the care and regula- 
tion of all the concerns of the Grand Lodge. 


The Board for charitable objects appropriated $2,015 00 

The Local Boards of Relief reported, paid out 1,890 40 

Total $ 3 > 9°5 4 ° 


— expended by our Canadian brethren during the year for relief ; 
such a record is evidence that Masonry is not effete. 

Among the 44 notices of motion for next Annual Communica- 
tion,” we find : 

That the Book of Constitution be so amended as to provide that all 
routine business in private Lodges be done in the third degree, instead of 
the first as at present. 

I11 a note appended to the proceedings, the Grand Secretary 
says, that the 44 Report on Foreign Correspondence” * * 

44 will be published as an Appendix to the proceedings,” much 
to our regret a copy has not reached this jurisdiction. 

M.*. W.*. James K. Kerr, of Toronto, Grand Master; and 

R.*. W.*. J. J. Mason, of Hamilton, Grand Secretary, were 
each re-eledted. 


DELAWARE, 1875. 

The Sixty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Delaware was held at Wilmington, October 6tli, 1875. 
Sixteen Lodges represented. 

Twenty-seven on the roll. 

M.*. W.-. John P. Allmond, G.\ M.*., presiding. 
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One dispensation for a new Lodge issued during the year. 

We present an extract from the address of the Grand Master, 
relative to Committees on Petitions : 

So the brother appointed upon an applicant’s petition, must proceed in 
a like cautious manner. Let the committee always bear in mind that they 
represent the Lodge that appointed them. You a6t for it— examine for it 
— report to it — and, in a word you really form opinion for its final action. 
I would recommend that no newly made Mason be placed upon such a 
committee. It requires broad experience and ripe knowledge. I am of the 
opinion that the interest of the Lodge would be advanced, if every such 
committee had a Past Master at its head. The report made should not be 
simply “ favorable or unfavorable,” but set forth the facts of the investiga- 
tion, that all present may be enabled to form an opinion of the Masonic 
qualities, or rather requisites possessed by the applicant. The present 
mode of making reports has led, will ever lead, to looseness, in this all 
important duty. It is to be hoped the Grand Lodge will give this matter 
full consideration. 

From the Report of the committee to which the address of the 
Grand Master referred, we select : 


Resolved , That the following Resolutions shall be standing Regulations 
governing hereafter Masonic funerals : 

1st. That to bury the dead is notan ancient Masonic prerogative, and 
only when a proper request is made does it become an obligation on the 
Craft. 

2d. The performance of the solemn services required by Masonry over 
the remains of a brother is Masonic laboi, and the Lodge, while so 
engaged, is performing Masonic labor, and must have, therefore, absolute 
and complete control ; and cannot permit any but Masons in good standing 
to take any part therein. 

3d. That when any non-Masonic association declares its determination 
to participate in said labor, such as having a portion of pall-bearers, or 
the placing of emblems on the coffin, or the performance of their burial 
service, it shall be the duty of the Master of the Lodge to peaceably retire 
to his hall and close the Lodge, thus avoiding all strife, and discord, and 
unpleasant discussions. 

Transactions of local interest. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence, printed with the pro- 
ceedings, embraces a review of the proceedings of thirty- tour 
Grand Lodges. It would be supererogation to say more than 
that it is the work of P.\ G.*. M.*. Geo. W. Chaytor. 

In his comments on Arkansas we find : 

Now, if the above statement is fair and correct, the deductions to be 
drawn are, that when a petition is put to ballot, the ballot covers the 
degrees i. c., the E.\ A.*., F.-.C.*. andM-\ M.‘. Any other vote for advance- 

5 
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ment must rest solely on the knowledge the candidate has acquired of the 
preceding degree, — proficiency — an examination in open Lodge being the 
required test. 

A vote upon the proficiency of the applicant for advancement should 
never be taken by ballot, and therefore an objection can be followed by 
charges, without the violation of any principle, and full justice be rendered 
to a brother, (for an E.'. A.*. orF.-. C.\ is a brother,) whether innocent or 
guilty. 

It appears to us we have only to step a little in the right direction to 
avoid much time and talk. Let us do so, and see how pleasant things will 
work. Trouble always follows error, no matter how small that error may 
appear. Digression from the foot-prints of our fathers is error, then let 
us avoid digression, and thus avoid error. 

Which accords with our notion. 

Under the head of North Carolina he says : ’ 

It appears that at a former communication the Grand Lodge adopted a 
Regulation “ Requiring Lodges granting demits to add at the end of each 
demit the words when he affiliates with some other Lodge.” This carries 
with it a condition and thus deprives the Mason of freedom of will and 
freedom of action. Is such a law in accordance with our ideas and teach- 
ings of the Fraternity? How many men would become Masons if they 
supposed that by so doing they were bartering away a part of their cher- 
ished rights? All such laws are outside of the institution, and where they 
exist should in our opinion, be repealed. A candidate voluntarily offers 
himself for initiation, and he as a Mason should have the right to with- 
draw from the Lodge at his option; and upon his option join another. 
Affiliated Masons are endowed with rights which the non-affiliated does not 
possess. This every Master Mason knows. If he accepts this condition 
and asks his demit, we think no one is injured but himself. Then let him 
depart in peace — let us have no laws to bind to us those who desire not to 
remain. Such are our views, with all deference to the Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina. 

In which we concur. 

Under the head of Texas we find : 

He reports that he ordered the suspension of a Master of a Lodge be- 
cause he “denied the authenticity of the Bible.” This may be Masonry, 
but we were not so taught. The authenticity of the Bible is a matter j^et 
not fully established by divines, and we think it a little out of place for a 
Grand Master to undertake to settle so grave a point in theology by his 
simple di6tum. We think his adlion was wrong, and a violation of the 
Landmarks or the rather an accumulation, and one not strictly Masonic. 
Masonry wisely requires and demands of all who seek to enter her portals 
a firm belief in the existence of God, the Great I Am, the Architect of the 
Universe, nothing more, nothing less. This was the law before books and 
is the law now. Whoever receives less or requires more does injustice to 
Masonry. 
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Masonry is universal — it knows no creed, no seCt. It embraces with 
equal warmth and affection the Christian, the Jew, and Mohammedan. To 
acknowledge the rule of the Grand Master of Texas, we would at once 
destroy its universality — its history — its beauty — its usefulness. Masonry 
knows no fanaticism — no bigotry — no sectarianism. Masonry may safely 
be defined to be Masonry. 

He quotes approvingly P.*. G.*. M.*. Griswold’s remarks on 
4i Incorporation of the Grand Lodge and its subordinates.” 

We can’t get the hang of the following : 

Our M.\ W.\ Bro. A. T. C. Pierson, the Chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence, presents a very admirable report. He reviews 
the proceedings of thirty-four Grand Bodies, but for reasons known to this 
jurisdiction, Delaware’s is not among them. 

On referring to our Report of 1875 we hud that Delaware is 
not mentioned, and on referring to otir files we find that the pro- 
ceedings were not received until after our report was printed. 
Our Report for 1874 contains a notice of Delaware for 1873? an d 
that of 1876 contains a notice of Delaware for 18741 — hence “ but 
for reasons known to this jurisdiction” is a bother er, can’t com- 
prehend it, unless it means that they knew the proceedings had 
not been sent — by the way we are reminded that the copy received 
we wrote for — in that case why not said so, rather than left room 
to imply that we had got our back up about something and ignored 
Delaware? Bro. Allmond as you and Bro. Chaytor have changed 
places, please 44 rise and explain,” let us know what were those 
44 reasons known to this jurisdiction.” 

M.*. W.*. Geo. W. Chaytor. after many years retirement, was 
again eleCted Grand Master ; 

R.*. W.*. William S. Hayes re-eleCted Grand Secretary; and 

Bro.*. John P. Allmond is again Chairman Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence, each of Wilmington. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1875. 

The Sixty-fifth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
the District of Columbia was held at Washington, November 

10th, 1875. 

Seventeen Lodges represented. 

Twenty-four on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. Isaac L. Johnson, G.*. M.*., presiding. 
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Some of our Grand Lodges have, by their legislation, declared 
that the non-payment of dues was one of the most heinous crimes 
that a Mason could be guilty of. Relative thereto M. W.\ Bro. 
Johnson says : 

I do mosit sincerely hope that this Grand Lodge will adopt a more liberal 
regulation upon this subject than the one now in force; at least, place the 
brother whose Lodge membership may have been forfeited by reason of 
some financial embarrassment, or some unforseen misfortune, upon an 
equality with one whose Lodge relations and Masonic character were for- 
feited by reason of willfull violation of law. Let us not apply to the 
brother who has, without a trial, been deprived of aCtive Lodge member- 
ship, a severer test for restoration to Lodge privileges than we do to the 
one whose Masonic as well as Lodge relations have been forfeited by reason 
of conviction and sentence. 

There are but few Lodges, particularly in our large towns, but 
that have had some of the experiences noted in the following : 

You are all aware that persons from every seCtion of the country 
are dravm to this city in search of employment in some of the Executive 
Departments of the Government, and when all efforts to procure employ- 
ment have failed, and the last dollar been expended, Lodges and Masters 
of Lodges are applied to for money to send them to their homes. To re- 
lieve a worthy brother w r ho may be in distress is a duty which our Lodges 
and brethren have performed to the utmost of their ability; and when the 
treasuries of our lodges have been exhausted, the brethren contributed 
cheerfully of their own means. 

I refer to this subjeCt for the purpose of calling the attention of the 
brethren of this jurisdiction to the faCt that in many instances we have 
been compelled to limit in amount our contributions to those who most 
need our assistance, in consequence of the large share of our charity funds 
having been expended upon persons whose chief objeCt in gaining admis- 
sion into our institution appears to have been that of living upon the 
liberality of the Craft; persons who travel from one jurisdiction to another, 
and from Lodge to Lodge, having no other desire or ambition than that of 
being Masonic beggars. In addition to these, there are traveling imposters 
who always seek an opportunity to call upon a brother at a time when 
business cannot be negleCted, or an examination made, knowing that a 
Mason would rather make a contribution at a venture than turn a brother 
away unaided. Against these professional beggars and traveling imposters 
we must proteCt ourselves, that we maj” be better prepared to assist all 
worthy Masons coming from abroad, whose necessities compel them to 
seek Masonic aid. Believing it to be my duty to proteCt every interest of 
the Craft of our jurisdiction, I call the attention of the officers of the con- 
stituent Lodges to this subject. From the desire manifested by them to 
accomplish this objeCt, I feel confident a plan will soon be adopted by which 
we can keep a complete record of all applicants for charity, their standing 
in the Lodges in which they claim membership, the jurisdiction to which 
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they belong, and the amount contributed in charity. To seledt one par- 
ticular place to which all applicants may be referred where a thorough 
investigation can be made, and speedy relief given to such as may prove 
themselves worthy of our assistance. 

The Grand Treasurer’s report contains a detailed statement of 
the financial condition of each individual Lodge. 

An exhaustive report on Foreign Correspondence was presented 
by Bro. W. R. Singleton. 

The proceedings of fifty Grand Lodges are reviewed in a man- 
ner and st}de that reminds us of the reports of Bros. Finley M. 
King and J. R. Mcjilton, who prepared the reports for New 
York and Maryland, near twenty years ago. 

Some years since, one of the reportorial corps — Langridge we 
believe — comparing the length of our report — it haffened to 
cover about one hundred and fifteen or twenty pages — with the 
proceedings of the Grand Body, said that the u caudel appendage 
wagg’d the caput we opine that the remark would be more 
apropos, relative to the proceedings before us. 

The proceedings of the Annual Communication cover but ten 
pages, while that of the Report on Foreign Correspondence covers 
two hundred and sixty-four, and the writer says u it is somewhat 
less in length than those of 1873 and 1874.” 

The historical part of the report is particularly interesting, and 
one could wish. that there was more of it. 

Wonder when allusions to ct the late unpleasantness” will cease P 
We think with Bro. Singleton, that there are matters which could 
more profitably employ the time of reviewers than allusions to 
sedlional matters confessedly not Masonic. Bro. Singleton says 
under the head of Alabama : 

Any allusion to the late “ unpleasantness” is calculated to do a serious 
injury. It was wrong in the Ohio committee to have made any allusion 
whatever, in a Masonic report, to subjects which were calculated to draw 
out replies from the other side. Masons everywhere, we hope, are inde- 
pendent in thought and in action; and of course no one can expe6t an 
independent opponent quietly to submit to such expressions as come from 
the Ohio committee as the “late rebellio?i for we fully comprehend that 
no good Mason in the south supposed for a moment he was in “ rebellion ,** 
but was engaged in legitimate warfare, brought about in the assertion of 
constitutional rights. We think we understand our southern brethren ; 
hence we have urged an entire silence upon every subject which could by 
any means elicit such partizan replies. 
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Under the head of Colorado he says, relative to Dispensations : 

What is the meaning of Dispensation? To dispense with something 
required by law. The Constitutions require every Lodge to have “a 
charter or warrant to meet and work.” No such charter can issue 
except from a Grand Lodge. No Grand Master ever had such authority 
since 1717. Buta Grand Master could issue a paper “dispensing” with 
the charter, to enable a constitutional number of Masons to assemble, 
organize and prepare {jor work, and when so prepared to the satisfaction 
of the Grand Lodge, then that body issue a charter. No work was done 
until after the charter had issued and the Lodge was duly instituted — 
officers duly installed and constituted. Let us now see where the modern 
Lodges U.\ D.\ stand. A G. *. M. *. issues ^a “ dispensation ” to certain 
brethren, who proceed at once to transact all the functions of a chartered 
Lodge in most Jurisdictions ; and when the G.\ L.\ meets, they surrender 
their “ dispensation” to the Grand Secretary, with their books, &c. Now, 
are they then a living' body? Under either the old regulation or the mod- 
ern, can we say they have life? Surely not. Their life principle lies upon 
the secretary’s table. How can it be a body to be represented by any one? 

Under the head of England we find a very interesting extract 
from the proceedings of that Grand Lodge ; for information, we 
make two extracts : 

It has been laid down as a rule, and adopted by Grand Lodge, that a 
brother on sending in his resignation — Masonry being a voluntary society 
— ceases to be a member of the Lodge ; and that was an important thing 
to consider when Grand Lodge had to deal with the subsequent conduCt of 
the Deputy District Grand Master in this case. No brother can be com- 
pelled to continue to be a member of a Lodge when he wishes to cease to 
be so. In a great many Lodges a resolution is passed accepting the resig- 
nation, when all dues are paid. That form would appear to be an error in 
faCt, because if the member owes any dues, whether he continues a mem- 
ber or not, he is still liable for them. He may be in such a position that 
he cannot pay his dues. How long then is he to be held to be a member 
if he cannot pay? Is he to be kept on incurring fresh dues ? Grand Lodge 
decided some time ago, that “ when a man resigns he ceases to be a mem- 
ber of the Lodge, but he is still liable to the Lodge for all the dues that he 
owes up to the time of his resignation.” If a man sends in his resignation, 
intending that it shall be accepted, the Lodge is bound to accept it, and he 
ceases to be a member. 

* 4* * 4= * * 

A man might in the heat of the moment say, I resign ; under such cir- 
cumstances, until the resignation was recorded, it would not amount to 
anything; but if a man deliberately writes a letter resigning his position, 
and that resignation is accepted, it is not in the power of the members to 
say that that resignation can be withdrawn. With respedt to the other 
point as to their being eight Master Masons present, it was well known 
what the practice was, and it was absurb to suppose that such an objection 
could prevail. To render a Lodge just, perfedt, and regular, and for the 
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purpose of initiating a candidate, seven Masons must be present; but 
three can rule and five hold a Lodge. 

Under the head of Minnesota he says, relative to decision five, 
reported by G.*. M.*. Griswold in 1874 : 

To the 5th, we say that we have never been satisfied as to this ruling, 
which we know is given by very many Grand Masters and others. Such a 
decision gives to the Masonic institution a very bnd odor, and we think it 
is time that some common sense should be modified with the uncommon, 
which so often prevails in our decisions upon Masonic law and practice. 
Shall it ever be said that in an institution where justice is a cardinal virtue, 
a wrong shall not be rectified immediately? 

The secret ballot, which is comparatively a modern rule, was never de- 
signed to work an injury to any individual, nor to the institution itself. 
Therefore where no good purposes can be subserved, and two injuries may 
be the result, no statute should be so construed as to prevent* a reconsider- 
ation under the provisions well laid down in all of our best works on 
jurisprudence, i. e every member present when the first ballot was taken 
should have the opportunity of casting his ballot at all subsequent ones, 
then no wrong can ensue. 

In bis notice of our report, he says, referring to a quotation : 

As to the iv True Ahiman Rezon,” we beg Bro. Pierson to remember what 
our departed Bro. J. W. S. Mitchell says of it and its author, Lawrence 
Dermott — that “ Cagliostra of Irish Masons.” 

Exactly, but Cagliostro told a heap of truth. In the extract 
quoted, Lawrence Dermott did but proclaim the custom of the 
time — the practice of both “Ancients” and “Moderns.” 

In another place he sa\ T s, u 'But will Bro. Pierson give us the 
c Ancient Landmarks ?’ ” 

We define “Ancient Landmarks” to be those customs and usages 
in use before the reorganization of 1717. Now Preston says : 

And no one is qualified to support the higher offices of the Lodge, who 
has not previously discharged the duties of those which are subordinate. 

The “Ancient Charges” say : 

That so, when otherwise qualified he may arrive to the honor of being 
the Warden, and then the Master of the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and 
at length the Grand Master of all the Lodges, according to his merit. 

No brother c»n be a Warden until he has passed the part of a Fellow 
Craft; nor a Master until he has adted as a Warden; nor Grand Warden 
until he has been Master of a Lodge. 

In his conclusion he says — read it brethren and — think: 

Now, the enemy is within us!!! Shall we fight 11 a la outrance ,” or 
shall we, by constitutional measures, cast out from us at once, those who 
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would introduce the elements of discord, which will “ divide the house,” 
and thus cause its destruction? Shall we, to introduce elements of very 
doubtful character, risk the integrity of an institution founded upon the 
immutable principles of truth and justice, and by simply making an effort 
to test practically the question, whether in the sanctuary of the Lodges, 
discordant elements of the world may, by the Masonic humanizing ele- 
ments, be reduced to a composition of such homogeneous character as to 
work a “ world’s wonder,” and before the time appointed by the prophet of 
old, bring the millenium to pass in this nineteenth century? But we will 
not anticipate the subject we have in contemplation, and forbear. 

M.'. W.’. Isaac L. Johnson was re-elected Grand Master; and 

R.*. W.\ Wm. R. Singleton, elected Grand Secretary, and is 
Chairman Committee on Foreign Correspondence, each of them 
residents of Washington. 

FLORIDA, 1876. 

The Forty- seventh Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Florida was held at Jacksonville, January nth, 1876. 

Forty-six Lodges represented. 

Seventy-two on the roll. 

M-*. W.\ Albert J. Russell, G.\ M.*., presiding. 

Seven Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

As we generally endeavor to give both sides of deb ate able 
questions we present a somewhat lengthy extract from the addiess 
of the Grand Master of Florida : 

Indeed, in my observations made while reading the proceedings ol other 
Grand Jurisdictions, I discover that Masonry is everywhere taking high 
ground, and us it should, is becoming the synonym of truth, honesty and 
purity of chamber; and yet out of this bright and beautiful picture I fear 
I see a cloud arising, out of which a storm may corns that will produce 
discord and strife, unless handled with great care and prudence. I refer to 
the now mooted question of the recognition of colored Masons in a Grand 
Lodge of their own. Our sister Grand Lodge of Ohio, in a pamphlet 
issued by them styled New Day, New Duty,” undertakes to argue and 
urge this recognition. Tire Grand Master, Bro. Asa IL Battin, influenced, 
I have no doubt, by what seems to be a great Centennial gush, at present 
deluging a large portion of our country, writes beautifully of the Good 
Samaritan who pours oil into the nation’s wounds, healing them all, yet 
he is actually advocating that, which if in these years is effected, would 
make such wounds upon all the Southern Jurisdictions as I fear would never 
be healed. Does our brother for a moment stop to consider the vast horde 
of utterly ignorant negroes^ liberated in the South, who aspire to reach 
after and lay hold of every privilege the white man enjoys? Does he con- 
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template this recognition from the Ohio standpoint alone ; or has he paused 
for a moment to think what this recognition would inflict upon his brethren 
of the South ? A mass of men utterly ignorant, incapable of appreciating, 
in the remotest degree, the first principles of Masonry, to be thrust upon 
us here ; or else, the pleasant relations now and heretofore existing through- 
out our country, even withstanding* the ravages and hatred growing 
out of a fratricidal war, to be fully and forever disrupted and broken ! Our 
brethren of Ohio should remember the difference in society as it relates to 
the colored man there, as well as all over the North and West, and here in 
Florida, as in all the Southern and formerly slave states. 

There is but one parallel in all the world’s history to the uprooting of 
the very foundations of society and its established conventionalities in the 
South in the emancipation of the slaves, and that is the liberating fiom 
and carrying out the ancient Israelites from Egyptian bondage; and now, 
for a moment, let us consider these two great parallels, and see if we can- 
not draw some wholesome lessons for our own safe guidance in the great 
question before us — the one is largely the result of man s caprice and fanat- 
icism; true, we cannot believe that so great a moral lesult could have 
come to pass without permission and endorsement, so to speak, fi om 
Almighty God, yet, I say it was very largely the result of man’s caprice, 
and has so far been conducted by him — the other was directly the work of 
the Almighty ; it was He who sent Moses directly to the King with the 
demand that His people should be freed, and permitted to go and establish 
themselves as a nation amid the nations of the world. It was He who, 
when the King refused, organized their march, and built up their pillar of 
cloud by day and pillar of fire by night. It was he who conduced them 
between the steadfast walls of an obedient sea, and in turn made these 
walls melt, as it were, again into their native element and destroy their 
proud masters; and yet, in the midst of all this display of Omnipotent- 
power in their behalf, did he think that generation fit to go up and occupy 
the promised land, and build themselves into a nation ? No I for if he h^d 
he would not have taken them through the long circuitous, unknown 
route through a dry and barren wilderness, requiring a term of iorty years, 
during which almost every Israelite who had left Egypt was buried beneath 
the dry sands, and a new generation had grown up, educated under God's 
own government and training, and these only entered the promised inheri- 
tance Now arc the masses of the colored men of the late slave states 
fitted and prepared to take, at once, position side by side with the former 
citizen or Mason? I am fully of opinion that if our good brother, as 
many of the brethren of his own jurisdiction have done, would sojourn a 
while with us, he would certainly be of the opinion that the fullness of 
time had not yet come ; and that while this measure might possibly work 
good with him, it would work destruction to others of the Great Fratei- 
nity of Masons. 

We quote one of his rulings : 

The W.\ M.\ of Leesburg Lodge, No. 58, writes upon balloting for a 
member: There appears one black ball; upon re-balloting, the same 
result At a subsequent meeting, a brother arose in the Lodge, and stated 
6 
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that he voted that ballot; but, that he felt that he had aCted wrong, and 
desired to withdraw it, and vote a white ball. Shall we proceed to initiate, 
or must the petition lie over for one year? 

Answer. Any brother who will exercise the sacred privilege of the bal- 
lot upon so little information in. the case, as will cause him to so radically 
change his vote in so short a time, should be censured. Again, if the 
Lodge, or any member thereof, has influenced the brother so to aCt, then 
they should be severely censured ; but, if the brother is sincere and 
unbiased in his desire to withdraw his rejecting ballot, and all the mem- 
bers of the Lodge are satisfied, then you may proceed to initiate, as the 
candidate stands elected. 

The following is an extract from the report of the committee 
to which the foregoing was referred : 

The Constitution (Article X, Section 6,) gives authority to spread the 
ballot again when Only one black ball appears, to guard against mistakes; 
it makes the second ballot final. There are no exceptions to this rule, as 
there laid down. The Grand Master has decided that in a particular case 
a brother could, upon being satisfied that he had done wrong in casting a 
black ball have leave to withdraw it with the unanimous approval of the 
Lodge; that the ballot would, in such a case, be clear, and that the'candi- 
date could be initiated. 

The committee thinks that time alone can heal the wrong that has been 
done in a misuse of the black ball, and if that law is enforced it will make 
the brethren more careful in the use of this great and important right. A 
deviation from this rule will lead to confusion. Better for a candidate to 
suffer the inconvenience of delay than to permit the veil that covers the 
secrecy of the ballot to be raised. There are perhaps, precedents in our 
rulings for dispensations for a new ballot, in such cases, but the commit- 
tee recommends that there be a strict adherence to the very letter of the 
constitution in future. 

From the Report of the Committee on Education we note : 

Other Lodges, co-operating with the public schools in their neighbor- 
hoods, and contributing direCtly toward their support, keep them open 
from six to eight months in the year, and thus confer the facilities of an 
education upon all the children and youth in their respective vicinities. 
This course we commend as wise, judicious and economical, and trust 
Lodges will adopt it whenever practicable. 

The public school system has not been in operation wdthin this state 
sufficiently long to develop fully its adaptation to meet the educational 
wants of our people, and we should not, therefore, assume that the means 
of suitable mental training are within the reach of the dependent orphan, 
but seek out all such and assure their education, and report in full what 
has been done in this direction at the next Annual Grand Communication. 
Therefore, 

Resolved , 1. That this Grand Lodge will do all in its power to for- 
ward the cause of a wholesome general education. 

2. That recognizing our obligations to the children of our deceased 



Affendix. 


39 


i%77\ 


brethren, and, for the purpose of more definitely meeting those obliga- 
tions in the future, the Masters of the respective Lodges within this Grand 
Jurisdiction shall report at the next annual session the number of orphan 
children of Master Masons, under twenty-one years of age, and the school 
privileges accessible within their several subordinate jurisdictions. 

The Grand Lodge of Florida requires of its subordinates to 
report annually what is being done in their respective jurisdictions 
towards the education of Masonic orphans. 

We commend the following report to the careful consideration 
of the Lodges in this jurisdiction : 

During the scholastic year of iS74-’75 Santa Rosa Lodge paid tor the 
tuition of orphans over two hundred dollars. There being no fund set 
aside for education, this expenditure, with the amounts requisite for the 
necessary repairs and improvements upon the Lodge property, naturally 
led to a desire to curtail such heavy drain upon the general Lodge Fund. 

The Lodge having ample room in the lower hall of the Masonic Edifice, 
and the fraternity also being cognizant of the long- felt necessity to estab- 
lish a good educational institute in this community, resolved to carry this 
plan into execution, and in the month of August preliminarily appointed 
a committee to inquire into the practicability of establishing an institute of 
that kind. The committee reported favorably, and a permanent Board of 
five Directors was appointed to carry the same into execution, with what 
result, the two enclosed documents will exhibit to your demonstration; 
vide Enclosures Nos. i and 2 A good many families having removed 
into the country, the Lodge at present educates six orphan children of 
deceased Master Masons only, at the rate of two dollars per month tuition, 
but in return receives the rent for the hall, for the use of the academy, by 
which a saving of one hundred dollars accrue to the Lodge fund during 
the scholastic } r ear from October to July inclusive. 

Thus the academy proves economical to the Lodge, while it is of great 
benefit to the community. The progress of education is entirely depend- 
ent upon its centralization. When all the energies of a community are 
directed to this one point success is signal, whereas under the old form of 
education, with many little schools, only a limited status was reached. 
With the academy, are also connected a librar}^ of 533 volumes at this 
present date, consisting of literary and scientific works, and which is open 
to the public; and a lyceum composed of the ladies and gentlemen of this 
community, counting eighty members, for the delivery of lectures upon 
subjects of general interest, to the promulgation of science and the dif- 
fusion of knowledge. 

Having thus awakened in this community a thirst for knowledge, I am 
confident to say, that the academy in due time will become a success, and 
I am proud that this resuscitation to enlightenment has been left for the 
fraternity to accomplish. 

Bro. Dawkins presented one of his old fashioned Reports on 
Foreign Correspondence. The proceedings of fifty-three Grand 
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Lodges receive critical attention. In view of what Florida is 
doing for education and enlightenment we are surprised that the 
Grand Lodge has even occasionally excused him from making a 
report. 

M.'. WV. Enos Wasgate was elected Grand Master ; and 
R.*. W.*. D. C, Dawkins re-ele6ted Grand Secretary, and is 
also the Committee on Foreign Correspondence — each of Jack- 
sonville. 


GEORGIA, 1875. 


An Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Georgia 
was held at Macon, October 26th, 1875* 

Two hundred and thirty- seven Lodges represented. 

Three hundred on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. David E. Butler, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

On opening, “ the following Ode was rendered with the hap- 
piest effect 

SOLO. 

Hail ! brother Masons, hail ! 

Let friendship long prevail, 

And bind us fast. 

May harmony and peace 
Our happiness increase, 

And friendship never cease, 

While life doth last. 

CHORUS. 

Sincerity and love, 

Descendants from above, 

Our minds employ; 

Morality our pride, 

And truth our constant guide, 

With us are close allied, 

And form our joy. 

SOLO. 

We on the level meet, 

And every brother greet, 

Skilled in our art; 

And when our labors past, 

Each brother’s hand we’ll grasp, 

Then on the square at last, 

Friendly we’ll part. 
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CHORUS. 

May wisdom be our care, 

And virtue from the square. 

By which we live, 

That we at last may join 
The heavenly Lodge sublime, 

Where we shall perfect shine, 

With God above. 

The address of the Grand Master was confined to a report of 
his official a6ts. 

A large amount of routine business was transacted, but of local 
interest. 

Bro. Samuel D. Irvin presented a report as Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence. He traces the history 
of the committee from the year 1843, when first appointed and 
styled The Committee on the State of the Grand Lodge,” 
through the intervening years to 1851, when “ for the first time, 
the report of this committee is styled 6 The Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence/ the change of name being without any author- 
ity.” * * * “ Nor did any committee, previous to this time, 

attempt to set themselves up as censors or reviewers of what had 
been done in other jurisdictions.” 

On the principle of giving both sides a hearing we submit 
further extrads : 

Without pursuing the history of our legislation further, suffice it to say, 
that a practice has grown up in this latter day, without authority of law, 
at least so far as this Grand Jurisdiction is concerned, by which the “ Com- 
mittee on Foreign Correspondence” arrogate or usurp the authority to 
criticise, and sometimes in offensive terms, what has been done in other 
Masonic Jurisdictions. Also, in other jurisdictions it is not uncommon to 
find in the reports criticisms of our aCtion which is offensive in the extreme. 

****** 

Of late years, owing to the increase of Grand Lodges on this continent, 
our own able reporter, following precedents which had been set him by 
his predecessors, found that a review of the proceedings of all the Grand 
Bodies with which we are in fraternal correspondence, necessarily so 
lengthened his report as to make its printing imperative before the annual 
meeting, and its great length positively forbid its being read and aCted 
upon in the Grand Lodge. 

Brother Blackshear has been very successful in his reports, and has won 
a reputation for himself in that line second to none in the United States. 
He has prepared them with great care and skill, but with all his painstak- 
ing and skill he could never give but a very brief and imperfeCt synopsis 
of the proceedings of our sister Grand Lodges. Indeed, in glancing hur- 
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riedly over the thousands of pages embodied in the pamphlets submitted 
for review, there is no one that would not be at a loss to decide what to 
extract and what to omit. 

# * * * J(= * 

Matters of Masonic law should be left to the Grand Masters, the Commit- 
tee on Jurisprudence, and the Grand Lodge in Annual Communication in 
each jurisdi&ioip Comment and criticism of such questions, by a simple 
reviewer in another jurisdiction would never correct a fundamental error 
or a Masonic heresy. Such criticism might tend to exasperate, or, at least, 
to wound instead of applying a corrective. 

Again, some things manage to creep into the reports on correspondence 
that should not be written much less printed, and sown broadcast to the 
world, and thus placed within the reach of the profane. This is the result 
of thoughtlessness sometimes, I suppose, but it ought not to be allowed. 
Masonry is becoming too common. I would not make it more so by an 
improper use of printer’s ink. under the apparent authority of a Grand 
Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge appeared to coincide with the committee, 
and by resolution u abolished” the Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence. 

Transactions of local interest. 

M.*. W.’. David E. Butler was elected Grand Master ; and 

R.*. W.\ J. Emmett Blackshear re-elected Grand Secretary, 
each of Macon. 

INDIANA. 1876. 

The Fifty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Indiana was held at Indianapolis, May 23d, 1S76. 

Four hundred and sixty-six Lodges represented. 

Five hundred and eight on the roll. 

M.\ W.*. Daniel McDonald, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Fifteen Dispensations for new Lodges were issued during the 
year and four were continued from the last. 

The Grand Master announced the death during the year of two 
Past Grand Masters, S. D. Bayless and J. B. Fravel ; the former 
we knew intimately for many years ; the Grand Master sa3's : 

He was cosmopolitan in his intercourse with mankind, and delighted in 
doing the greatest good to the greatest number. The funeral was the 
largest Masonic display which ever before honored the interment of any 
other Mason in the State, and was a fitting tribute of respect to the closing 
scenes of an intelligent and enthusiastic Mason, a congenial and social 
gentleman, an honorable and useful citizen. 
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We met Bro. Fravel but twice during life, but have long been 
familiar with his Masonic status ; each of them were steadfast 
adherents of the old Masonry and opposed to the introdudtion of 
isms and new fashioned notions, wise and conservative, the 
Masons of Indiana have lost councilors whose places will not be 
easily filled. 

In Indiana the Grand Master has some work to do ; his address 
contains reports of his action settling difficulties of various kinds 
in which thirty-five Lodges were parties. 

We present a few of the decisions reported by the Grand 
Master : 

i. Calling for the ayes and nays, and recording the names of members 
present and how they vote, is improper. 

4 . A brother under sentence of reprimand loses hone of his rights as 
a member of the Lodge to which he belongs. If he refuses to obey the 
sentence of reprimand, he may be regularly charged and tried for refusing 
to obey the action of the Lodge in voting the sentence of reprimand. 
When a brother has been tried, found guilty, and sentenced to be repri- 
manded, and before the reprimand is delivered, takes an appeal from the 
decision of the Lodge to the Grand Lodge, by that ac5t further proceedings 
are stayed until the Grand Lodge passes upon it, and his rights as a mem- 
ber, in the meantime, remain full and complete. 

5 . I was asked : Has a Mason a right, mason ically, to sue a brother of 
the same Lodge, without first bringing it before the grievance committee 
or the Lodge? To which I replied : Unless you have a provision in your by- 
laws, (and you ought not to have,) a Mason has a perfect right to collect 
his debts in a legal manner, the same as any other man. 

6 . A brother under charges is presumed to be innocent until he is 
proven guilty. He has all the rights of any other member until his case 
is heard and determined by the Lodge. 

S. Has a brother who has been suspended for twelve months, a new 
trial being granted him, a right to a seat in the Lodge before such a trial 
is had ? I replied : My opinion is, that the granting of a new trial by the 
Lodge removes the sentence of suspension, and places the brother in pre- 
cisely the same condition he was in after charges were preferred against 
him and before the trial was had. He is simply under charges, and has a 
right to be present at the trial, and to a seat in the Lodge until the ballot 
on his guilt or innocence is ordered. 

9 . A member of a Lodge applied to another Lodge as a visitor. He 
was unable to prove himself by the usual tests. He then presented his 
photograph to the Master, who forwarded it to the Secretary of the Lodge 
in which he was made, who certified, under seal of the Lodge attached to 
the photograph, that the brother was a member, regularly made and in 
good standing. I was asked if this was a sufficient voucher that the appli- 
cant was a Master Mason in good standing. I replied that it was not.’ 
The question grew out of “ What is lawful information?” It is plain that 
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t£ strict trial” and “ due examination” means that the applicant shall pos- 
sess such a knowledge of the esoteric ritual as to enable him to prove him- 
self to the satisfaction of the examining committee; but what is termed 
“ lawful information” seems to be very indefinite. A former rule of the 
Grand Lodge required the applicant to be avouched for by the Master, by 
a committee of examination, or by a brother who had sat with him in a 
Lodge opened in a degree as advanced as that to which he sought admis- 
sion. How far avouchment may extend I am not prepared to say, but I 
am of the opinion that no documentary evidence of any description what- 
ever is lawful information, sufficient to admit a visitor as a Master Mason 
in good standing. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence made numerous reports — we 
present an extraCt from one of them : 

What is the effeCt of a blank ballot cast at an ele&ion for officers of a 
Lodge ? 

Your committee believe that the true intent and meaning of our laws 
upon this subjeCt is that “The election of officers of a Lodge must be by 
ballot,” upon which must appear in a legible manner the name of some 
member of the Lodge; and all ballots cast at any such election that do 
not thus contain the name of some member of the Lodge are blanks, and 
not votes, and are not to be taken into consideration in determining the 
result of such election. 

And, in order to settle this matter definitely, as recommended by the 
Grand Master, we submit the following, to be added as SeCtion 10, Article 
V, of the Rules, viz. : 

“ A blank ballot cast at any election of officers of a Lodge is not a vote, 
and it is not to be considered as such in determining the result of any 
such election.” 

The following amendment to the “ Rules and Regulations,” 
was adopted : 

Sebtion 5. The payment of all dues, for which a member was suspended, 
will restore him to all the rights and privileges of membership, provided 
the failure to pay dues was the only charge found against such member. 
But to restore to the condition of a n on-affiliated Mason, a member who 
has been suspended or expelled, for any other cause than the non-payment 
of dues, shall require a majority vote upon a petition for restoration, 
received at a previous stated meeting, which must have been referred to 
and reported upon by a committee. 

Bro. E. L. McLallen presented a Report on Foreign Corres- 
pondence — covering one hundred and seventy pages and embiac- 
ing a review of the proceedings of fifty American and six 
Foreign Grand Bodies. His first report, and commences by 
saying : 

When we were appointed to prepare the Repoit on Foreign Correspon- 
dence we little knew the scope and extent of the undertaking. And when 
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we came to overlook the laborious and able reviews of our confreres 
in the various jurisdictions, we had strong symptoms of heart disease. 

Under the head of California, commenting on an extract from 
the address of its Grand Master, he says : 

Now, we go square back on this “ Patron Saint” business, and think it 
has no business whatever in Masonic literature. We always thought 
“ the two perpendicular parallel lines,” etc., a diaphanous and far fetched 
item, lugged in in a clandestine sort of way, and certainly inappropriate. 
Lodges ought rather to be dedicated to King Solomon, but that, our Utah 
brother might take it, as an indorsement of some of his foibles. He had 
several, we understand. 

Wonder whether Grand Master Perkins will object to be styled 
u our Utah brother?” 

Under the head of Colorado he says : 

We conclude brother Dexter, in his attempt to maintain his dual Masonic 
existence, must be a little like Jimmy Bludso, who had 
One wife in Natchez under the Hill, 

And another one here in Pike.” 

Seriously, however, the double membership seems to us an anomaly 
that ought, and could easily be remedied, and so avoid smashing any “ old 
landmarks,” and save brethren from going into suspension for non-pay- 
ment of dues without being’warned of approaching danger. 

Old landmarks” came from England, and there a Mason can 
belong to about as many lodges as see proper to elect him. The 

smashing” business is in the suspension for non-payment of 
dues.” 

Says of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota for 

1876: 

We here remark the neatness and good taste with which these proceed- 
ings are prepared. We had almost said superior to those of any that have 
come to our hand. 

Concerning* our reports he says, well, we will write to Cor- 

son to have Bro. McLallen admitted to full membership in the 
M. A. S., he proves himself entitled. u Reading further” we 
find that we will be obliged to get the consent of “ Honest — well, 
yes, indifferent honest, perhaps” Frank Gouley. 

Under -‘the head of Rhode Island, commenting on their regula- 
tion requiring visitors to produce a diploma or certificate, he says : 

As far as the examination and the voucher, we make no objection, but 
twenty-nine thousand five hundred of our thirty thousand Masons in 
Indiana might as well have been included with the “ unhappy interdicted” 
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of France or Louisiana, for they have no such diplomas, neither will they 
get them. It may be said that few of them will visit Rhode Island Lodges, 
but the principal is the same. We are of opinion that the Grand Secre- 
taries and diploma makers are all who will benefit by this regulation, and 
it does seem to us that the “ good old way is the best.” 

M.*. W.'. Daniel McDonald was re-eleCted Grand Master but 
positively declined to serve, whereupon 

M.*. W.*. Frank S. Devol, of New Albany, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.'. W.*. John M. Bramwell, of Indianapolis, was re-eleCted 
Grand Secretary. 

Bro. Elisha L. McLallen, of Columbia City, re-appointed Chair- 
man of Committee on Foreign Correspondence — Bravo. 

ILLINOIS, 1875. 

The Thirty- sixth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois was held at Chicago, October 5th, 1S75. 

Five hundred and ninety-nine Lodges represented. 

Seven hundred and twenty-six on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. George E. Lounsbury, G.‘. M.\, presiding. 

Nine Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master related to matters of local 
interest. 

Eighteen appeal cases were aCted upon by the committee, not 
a large number considering the extent of the jurisdiction. 

The Grand Secretary reported that the receipts of his office 
during the year amounted to $28,006. 

The consideration of resolutions providing for the establish- 
ment of a Home for Widows and Orphans, and to establish 
District Grand Lodges, were postponed until the next Annual 
Communication. 

Resolution to pay the Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
Five hundred dollars, was adopted. 

Bro. Joseph Robbins in a report of two hundred and twenty- 
eight pages — six less than that of the previous year — reviews, in 
his usual style, the proceedings of forty-six Grand Lodges. Min- 
nesota receives her full share. 

Under the head of Alabama, he says : 
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If Masonic burial is the right of any Mason, it is the right of every Ma- 
son in good standing. We know it is sometimes claimed that no one is c 
right entitled to it, which leads us to observe that the surprising unanimity 
with which those who shape the legislation of Grand Lodges, in seeking 
to punish the non-affiliate, include Masonic burial among the deprivations 
which he is to suffer, lets in a flood of light upon their mental conditions, 
and shows how universally it is regarded as a right. If it is a right at all, 
it either accrues to a brother because he is a Mason, or because the partic- 
ular Lodge of which he is a member owes it to him on the score of his 
having contributed to its funds. 

That this mercenary view of the subjedt does not yet obtain among those 
Grand Lodges who deny the right to a non-affiliate, is shown by the fadt 
that none of them have assumed to absolve their constituent Lodges from 
the duty of giving the affiliated stranger who dies within their gates Ma- 
sonic burial, though he has not only not contributed to their funds, but, 
through previous illness, has perhaps seriously impaired them. 

Belonging to him, then, by virtue of his being a Mason, and not as being 
a policy-holder in a mutual benefit society, it enters at once into the cate- 
gory of general Masonic rights which cannot be swept away by legislation, 
but of which the brother who has once acquired them can only be deprived 
by a judgment of his peers, sitting as a judicial body. 


Relative to the dispensing power of the Grand Master, under 
the head of Indiana, he says : 

From the very nature of the dispensing power, however, it belongs to 
that officer unconditionally; and it cannot be legislated upon without im- 
pairing a prerogative no jot or tittle of which has he any more right to 
yield, than the Grand Lodge has to attempt to take away. 

Under the head of Virginia, relative to the question “ whether 
Masonry requires a candidate' to avow a belief in the Divine 
authenticity of the Bible?” he says : 

In nothing, in our judgment, was the wisdom of the founders and early 
conservators of Masonry so signally displayed as in utterly refraining from 
theological definitions. The landmark demands but one confession and 
imposes but one condition in religious matters ; confession of belief in 
God, and “ to be good men and true, or men of honor and honesty, by 
whatever denominations or persuasions they may be distinguished.” It is 
only by refraining from definitions that Masonry becomes the center of 
union, and the means of conciliating true friendship among persons that 
must have remained at a perpetual distance. Its universality does not per- 
tain to the matter of geographical distribution, but to the comprehensive 
nature of its religious requirement, a belief in the Supreme Being, the 
starting point and one great inclusive fadt of all religions. How much 
more its votaries may add to this as individuals, it neither prescribes nor 
inquires ; and in our judgment if any one does either in the name of Ma- 
sonry, he has sore need to seek prayerfully and reverently the catholic 
spirit which breathes from its immemorial law. 
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We do not concur in all of the following extradt which we 
find under the head of District of Columbia : 

Incidentally, one word about Rites. The word — we mean as spelled 
with a capital R — ought to be banished from our vocabulary, for it has 
tended more to befog the minds of Masonic students than any other one 
thing. The rites of Masonry consist wholly and simply of the ceremoni- 
als connected with the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, as it 
comes down to us from the brethren composing the first Grand Lodge. 

Both in England and Scotland, Masonry organized itself on the plan of 
the Grand Lodge, and it occupied the whole ground. No so-called Ma- 
sonic Rite disputed, or existed to dispute, with it its title to that ground. 
If any body has since been formed which possesses and administers the 
same Masonry as such, it is illegitimate and clandestine. This proposition 
is so plain- that its statement is its demonstration. In no other way could 
the minds of the Craftsmen be so confused as to overlook this vital point, 
than by the inculcation of the idea that somehow there existed as coeval 
with Masonry, but outside of it, a something, a rite, identical with it, but 
not of it, its double, its other self. And when this pretended co-heir calls 
Masonry the “York Rite,” and itself the “Scottish Rite” — though the 
former was never properly applicable to anything in Pennsylvania, or even 
in England, and the latter has been repudiated by the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, as none of its bantlings — Masons who neither read much nor 
think deeply are apt to get confused, and to forget that like Knight Tem- 
plarism and the Chapter degrees, the so-called Scottish Rite is simply su- 
perimposed upon Masonry, but is not a part of it. So much for this 
mischievous and misleading word Rite . 

This, however, leads us direCtly to our brother’s remark, that “the cry 
that it (A.*. A.*. S.\ R.\) is not Masonry, betrays the ignorance of those 
indulging in such objections,” because “these same objeCtors hold high 
positions in Chapters, Councils and Commanderies, and claim all three to 
be Masonic.” 

Now, although we have membership in the three bodies named, and en- 
joy it for the opportunities it affords of meeting socially a host of good 
Masons, we do not lose sight of the faCt that they are not a part of legiti- 
mate Masonry. They are simply societies made up of those who were 
Masons before they entered them, and whose founders agreed that the 
possession of the degrees of Masonry should be a pre-requisite to admis- 
sion to them. If a dozen of us, all Masons, should meet to-morrow and 
institute a new society, or order, making the same conditions as to mem- 
bership, and styling our association Masonic — and such things are being 
done — would our new manufacture be entitled to be considered a part of 
Masonry? Should we not be simply a “pseudo Masonic body?” Would 
our bantling be anything more or less than that if it was a century old, in- 
stead of a day? Yet this is just what did occur when all these bodies were 
formed, and with all of them it occurred subsequent to the time when the 
landmarks fixing the metes and bounds of true Masonry had been fully 
recognized. 

In saying this, we do not overlook our brother’s remark that now in 
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England, and only recently in the United States, the Royal Arch Degree 
was a part of and was controlled by the Lodges, and was under the rule of 
the Grand Lodge. But the Royal Arch Degree is not Masonry. Like the 
rest, it has been superimposed upon it. It was the invention of the self- 
styled “Ancients” after their secession, a body which became strong 
enough before the two bodies were again united, to force its recognition 
upon the legitimate Grand Lodge of England, as the price of union. Un- 
der the head of New York, Bro. Singleton asks, “why is the A.-. A.\ S.*. 
R.\ more obnoxious than the other orders above the Master Mason’s 
Degree?” Aside from the faCt that more than they it is responsible for the 
vagaries that tend to bring ridicule upon Masonry — such as the so-called 
“Masonic Baptism,” which led us into this discussion — we know of but 
one reason, but that is a sufficient one : It alone persists hi a claim incon- 
sistent with loyalty to the fundamental law of Masonry — “the right 
through their various subordinate bodies, to confer all the degrees of their 
rite, including those of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Ma- 
son,” in jurisdictions already occupied bv regular Grand Lodges. 

Admit this claim, and the whole doCtrine of Grand Lodge jurisdiction 
and sovereignty vanishes ; and so long as the Supreme Councils assume 
that they ever did or ever could acquire a shadow of a right to control or 
propagate symbolic Masonry within the territory of a regular Grand 
Lodge, so long will they be regarded with suspicion. Here is where the 
A.'. A.*. S.‘. R.\ touches Masonry as neither Chapter, Council nor Com- 
mandiery touch it, and there is no need to look further for reasons to account 
for the faCt that it stands differently in the minds of the Craftsmen. 

There are profounder questions underlying this whole matter, but we do 
not choose to discuss them now. Suffice it to say, so long as these bodies 
do not touch Masonry, we are contented to let them enjoy their right to do 
as they please; but when a part begins to patronize the whole, and talks 
of waiving rights it never possessed, nor could possess, it becomes a fit 
subject for ridicule. 

Noticing some remarks in our report he says : 

Which reminds us of Palmerston’s reply to a person who asked for light 
on the famous Schleswig-Holstein question. “There never were but two 
men in Europe who understood that question,” said he, “ myself and one 
other; he is dead, and I have forgotten.” 

Of our spelling, he says : 

Bro. Pierson has a new way of spelling our Grand Mastex*’s name. It 
may be a “ berrj'” good way, but it is not justified by the usage of Bro. 
Lounsbury himself, the best living authority. 

In explanation we will inform our good brother that we have 
no recolleClion of attending but one spelling bee, and on our way 
to that, the sleigh upset and the whole load spilt out down an 
embankment; the girls made such a clatter that our brain got 
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confused — remained at the foot of the class all the evening, and 
have never completely recovered. 

O11 referring to the report in question, we find that a worse 
bull was made with the name of the Grand Secretary, too many 
letters, and wrong ones at that. As it was “ set up” from the 
printed proceedings we are inclined to give the printer all the — 
credit. 

M.-. W.*. Geo. E. Lounsbury, of Cairo, Grand Master ; and 

R.*. E.*. John F. Burrill, of Springfield, Grand Secretary, were 
each re-elected. 

Bro.*. Theodore T. Gurney, of Chicago, Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. 


1876 . 

The Thirty-seventh Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Illinois was held at Chicago, October 3d, 1876. 

Five hundred and ninety-seven Lodges represented. 

Seven hundred and thirty-five 011 the roll. 

R. \ W.\ Joseph Robbins, D.-. G.’. M.*., presiding. 

Thirteen Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The Deputy Grand Master presented a brief report relative to 

the absence of the Grand Master ; he says : 

Grand Master Lounsbury continued to perforin the duties of his office 
long after his strength had ceased to be equal to the task, when, in the 
latter part of July, his health became so much impaired that he was com- 
pelled to relinquish them, and acting under the imperative orders of his 
physicians, to leave the jurisdiction and seek relief in the mountain air of 
Colorado. 

Among the decisions reported we notice : 

2. A brother who, in the exercise of the right of objection (recognized 
in sec. 2, art. xvi, part 2 d) is proved to be actuated by unworthy motives, 
or who maliciously uses it to interrupt the legitimate labors, or to mar 
the peace and harmony of the Lodge, is liable to discipline and punishment. 

S. A Lodge may refuse to waive jurisdiction over an Entered Appren- 
tice or Fellow Craft, but waiving jurisdiction, it cannot make conditions, 
pecuniary or otherwise, as to its assumption by another Lodge. 

Relative to the so-called Grand Lodge of Ontario, he says : 

From an accompanying document, it appears that the following provis- 
ion has been incorporated into the constitution of this new body : 

“In case of the sickness of any brother, disqualifying him from labor, 
three dollars per week is to be appropriated by the Lodge to which he 
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belongs, for his sustenance; and in case of the death of any brother, fifty 
dollars is to be appropriated by the Grand Lodge for the benefit of his 
widow and orphans, if any ” 

****** 

The doCtrine on which that provision is based is utterly subversive of 
the principles and groundwork of Masonry, and the provision itself at 
once converts the society built upon it into a mutual benefit society, with 
which Masonry can have nothing in common until it shall have lost those 
grand characteristics which distinguish it as a charitable instead of an in- 
surance association. 

That in recent j^ears we have been drifting in a mercenary direction, and 
coming to make Masonry more and more a matter of dollars and cents 
cannot be doubted, nor can any thoughtful brother view without alarm the 
increasing tendency in this direction. 

Heretofore these tendencies have manifested themselves only in such 
ways as to make their repression by legislative aCtion difficult; but now 
that they have culminated in this revolutionary innovation, attempted by 
a body otherwise so revolutionary as to compel aCtion with reference to it, 
I trust that the Grand Lodge of Illinois, while recognizing in unmistak- 
able terms the jurisdictional rights of the Grand Lodge of Canada, will in 
terms no less unmistakable emphasize its determination to hold no inter- 
course with any self-styled Masonic body whose organic law is a denial of 
that fundamental principle of Masonry, which more than any other is 
characteristic and vital. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence concurred with the 
Grand Master and recommended that an edidt be issued “for- 
bidding all Masonic intercourse with the self-styled Grand Lodge 
of Ontario, its so-called subordinate lodges, if any, and the ad- 
herents and members thereof.” 

With reference to the following, we may remark, why should it 
be so ? 

I deem it my duty to say that the history of public Masonic charities in 
this country, educational or otherwise, does not inspire me with confidence 
in the success of such an undertaking under the Grand Lodge manage- 
ment, even using the word success in its narrowest, its material aspeCt. 
More than this, I do not share the feeling that the absence of such an in- 
stitution is a reproach to the Craft in any jurisdiction. On the contrary, 
I repeat what I have elsewhere said, that the true mission of Masonry is a 
silent one, leavening all unseen with its softening and restraining influ- 
ences, the community in which it exists. An improved state of society is 
a nobler monument to its influence and power than piles of marble; and 
to touch the springs of benevolence in the individual heart, of more im- 
portance than the foundation of costly public charities. 

The matter of Widows’ and Orphans’ Home was carried over 
for another year. 
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The following resolution offered by P.*. G.*. M.*. Cregier, was 
adopted : 

Resolved , That the Grand Lodge of Illinois condemns the prevailing 
practice of transmitting by ££ postal card” notice of the business and other 
doings of Lodges, and it is hereby ordered that all notices emanating from 
Lodges or their officers shall be sent to members under “ sealed cover;” 
Provided , that the bare notice of time and place of meeting of said Lodge 
may be sent by “postal card” 

To the question : 

1st. Whether it is essentially necessary that the charter of a Lodge 
should be present in the Lodge room at all meetings of the Lodge. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence replied : 

1st. That your committee deem it important and proper for the W.\ 
M.\ to have the care and custody of the charter of his Lodge at all times, 
and that it should be present at all meetings thereof. Yet the}'’ are of 
the opinion that its unavoidable absence would not invalidate the aiStion 
had by the Lodge, nor render the work done during such absence irregu- 
lar or unlawful. 

Bro. Theodore T. Gurney presented a Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence covering one hundred and forty- one pages, and em- 
bracing a review of the proceedings of forty-seven Grand Lodges 
— Minnesota included. 

Bro. Gurney gets up a good report, yea, a very good report; 
u we feel to say” that we are justified in the remark that he has 
presented an excellent report, and yet we have a notion that his 
comments under the head of Ohio, relative to proposed adtion on 
the Negro Question is open to criticism. We do not propose to 
notice all the differences between our notions and his, for the rea- 
son that it would take up too much space, and those who have 
read our reports for the last dozen years understand our position, 
hut }^et we have a kind of itching to ask our brother a question 
or two. 

He says : “I11 the first place we do not believe that 4 Prince 

Hall Lodge* was ever a legitimate body” 

We presume by “ Prince Hall Lodge,” Bro. Gurney means 
African Lodge, No. 459, or Prince Hall’s Lodge. 

Now we suppose that said Lodge was just as legitimate as 
any other Lodge on this continent , established by the authority 
of the Grand Lodge of England . 
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The Grand Lodge of England did not, nor does not now, nor 
yet does any of our own Grand Lodges, adt upon the assumption 
that having granted a charter for a Lodge to be held in a partic- 
ular locality, the territory becomes fully occupied and no more 
Lodges can be established. 

History is silent as to the whys? and wherefores? but one thing 
is patent, that the Grand Lodge of England did grant a charter to 
African Lodge in Boston in 1784, and that it was numbered 459 
on the Registry ; the legality of that adt has not been questioned 
until within a few years ; and even that question is predicated 
upon a dogma that had no existence until eight years after the 
charter was granted. 

With reference to the present status of what is termed “ colored 
Masons’’ we do not believe that the question of the legitimacy of 
African Lodge is of any moment in determining the question 
— that Lodge became extindt long years ago. 

Again he says : 

There is no record 'whatever that Prince Hall and his companions ever 
received a Masonic degree. * * * Is it a reasonable supposi- 

tion that a dozen or more colored men could have been made Masons in 
that “ Army Lodge” without any record of the fadt either in that Lodge, 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, or the Dr. Warren Grand Lodge? 

Is it reasonable to suppose that La Fayette was a Mason ? There 
is no record of his making? Dr. Warren is said to have been 
made in “ Army Lodge,” but there is now no record of the fadt. 
“ Is it reasonable to suppose that” Dr. Warren was a Mason? 

The Grand Lodge of England granted a charter to certain 
named parties ; Prince Hall appears first on the list ; the Grand 
Secretary was in correspondence with him on Masonic matters, 
and so late as 179 2 solicited information of him relative to the 
condition of certain Lodges of white men, concerning which he 
could get no information from the parties themselves. 

Many Masons who were prominent in the fraternity have died 
within the last twenty years. Of what proportion can a record 
now be found of their making? 

Again he says: “The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was 
formed March 8 , 1777.” 

Let that go. When was “ St. John’s Grand Lodge” in Mas- 
sachusetts formed? 

8 
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Which, or whose, jurisdiction was “ invaded” by the granting 
of charter to African Lodge ? 

In the determination of very many questions it will not do, be- 
cause it is not safe, to apply the laws of to-day to occuriences of 
even fifty years since, let alone one hundred and more. 

Again he says : 

Nevertheless, Bro. R. seems to have so much of his political notions 
mixed up with his Masonry, that he ignores the equitable claims of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts of 1777, to be a sovereign Grand Lodge. 

This “ sovereign” business had not been thought of at that 
time. As to the charge of “ political notions,” it appears to us 
that the 3d verse of the 7th Chap, of Matthew has some bearing. 

Bro. Gurney is all right on the main question ; his conclusions 
are right, but his premises are wrong. 

He says : 

Again, our Ohio brethren assume that the color of the skin of these so- 
called Masons is the only bar to their recognition. We can only speak for 
Illinois. Of us it is not true. 

We feel authorized to say that the color of the skin is no bar 
to recognition in Minnesota. 

As it might lead to some confusion in the future we desire to 
inform Bro. Gurney that Bro. A. T. C. Pierson was eletted, not 
re-e\eS.ed Grand Secretary. 

M.*. W.*. Joseph Robbins, of Quincy, was ele&ed Grand 
Master ; and 

R.'. W.*. John F. Burr ill, of Springfield, re-eledled Grand 
Secretary. 

Bro.'. T. T. Gurney, of Chicago, Committee on Foreign Cor 
respondence ; in which capacity, it is possible that he may find 
something in the proceedings of our Grand Lodge, lelatfve to the 
foregoing question to note. 

IOWA, 1876. 

The Thirty-third Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Iowa was held at Des Moines, June 6th, 1876. 

Two hundred and forty-nine Lodges represented. 

Three hundred and seventy-four on the roll. 

M.*. W.-. Henry W. Rothert, G.*. M.*., presiding. 
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Twenty-three Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the 
year. 

» 

The Lodges in this jurisdiction will appreciate the following 
extraCt from the address of the Grand Master : 

I trust that some aCtion will be taken by this Grand Lodge, emphat_ 
ically discountenancing this system of wholesale beggary, and by legis- 
lative enactment forbid its subordinates to ever engage in such un- 
worthy and unmasonic^speculation. It does not come within the province 
of true Masonic charity ; it is not applicable to our desire to succor the 
needy and relieve the distressed ; it ought not to attract the sympathetic 
and compassionate, or influence the generous and liberal. It is a practice 
so readily resorted to without just cause, so liable to be abused, and yet 
when indulged in by one, must be permitted to all, that our only safety 
rests in a positive prohibition. 

We concur in the following proposition ; in noticing the colored 
‘question, he says: 

I cannot, however, convince myself of the necessity to inflict upon you 
a lengthy argument either pro or con, and thereby attempt in a measure 
to bias your opinions, or color yolir judgment. The Grand Lodge of Iowa 
has ample and exclusive jurisdiction, and in her wisdom will determine 
this question after a thorough investigation and mature deliberation. 

The Grand Master reported thirty-six decisions We notice a 
few of them : 

Query 1 . — A Worshipful Master having appointed the time for installa- 
tion of officers, has the Lodge a right, by a vote, to fix upon some other 
time ? 

Answer. — No. The Worshipful Master has a right to install his suc- 
cessor. It is his duty to see that the rules and regulations of the Grand 
Lodge are enforced and obeyed, and having, in conformity to SeCtion XL. 
of the Grand Lodge By-Laws, announced that the installation would take 
place at the next regular communication, the Lodge could not fix upon 
some other time for said installation. 

Query 2 . — A Worshipful Master eleCt, having appointed his officers, 
refuses to serve, and a dispensation is granted to hold a- new election. 
Has the Worshipful Master so eleCted under the dispensation the right to 
appoint his officers and disregard the appointments of the brother refusing 
to serve? 

Answer. — Certainly. The brother eleCted and installed has the ap- 
pointing power. 

Query 3 . — In the absence of the Master, the Senior Warden congre- ' 
gates the Lodge and calls a Past Master to the East, who presides — the 
Senior Warden sitting by his side. Who signs the records and the war- 
rants ordered on the Treasurer? 

Answer . — The Senior Warden is the officer upon whom the duties of 
the Worshipful Master devolve in his absence. He is the responsible 



56 


Appendix, 


[ 1877 


party to me and the Grand Lodg'e — the Past Master merely acts as his 
representative. The Senior Warden must sign the records and the 
warrants. 

Query 5. — Is it a Masonic duty for Master Masons to watch with a sick 
brother when he needs such care, and when called upon by the Junioi 
Warden to do so? Can charges be preferred against such as refuse or 
negledt ? 

Answer . — It is their bounden duty. Those who i-efuse to aid and assist 
a brother in distress violate their promises made. 

Query 12. — Can a Worshipful Master remove a Senior Deacon, after 
the said Senior Deacon has been appointed and installed? 

Answer.— He can, for cause. In the Worshipful Master is vested the 
appointing power, and, for good and sufficient reasons, he can recall an 
appointment made. 

Query 13. — A Master Mason, as a witness during the trial of a brother, 
was asked certain questions, to which his counsel objedted, on the ground 
he would thereby criminate himself. Was the ruling correct that the wit- 
ness had no discretion in the matter, and must tell the whole truth, no 
matter who it affected and how injurious it might be to him? 

Answer. — No. A Master Mason cannot be compelled to criminate him- 
self by giving such testimony as refers to his individual participation in 
the a£t or crime. 

Query 14. — A brother petitions for membership and is duly rejected. 
At the next regular communication he is, without a new petition, balloted 
for and elected. Can he be declared a member of the Lodge legally, or 
can the Grand Lodge legalize an a<5t of this kind without consent of the 
Lodge ? 

A?iswer. — The brother has been irregularly and illegally admitted to 
membership. His first petition having been a£ted upon and rejedled, he 
must petition anew, and said petition be referred to a committee, reported 
and a6ted upon. The Grand Lodge cannot set aside the by-laws govern- 
ing the case, for any one special contingency. 

Qjiery 15. — Is it right and proper for a Lodge to receive a stranger’s 
demit and refer the same to a committee before he has visited the Lodge 
or proven himself a Master Mason? 

Answer . — Certainly not. The brother making application for member- 
ship must be vouched for as a Master Mason, or have been properly 
examined and reported as such by a committee appointed by the Worship- 
ful Master in open Lodge. The Lodge cannot receive the petition of one 
claiming to be a Mason on the strength of “ a paper” called a demit. He 
must give the necessary proofs that he is entitled to be taken by the hand 
as a brother, before any action of the Lodge can be had on his petition. 

Query 17. — A party petitioned our Lodge and was elet5led. In due 
time a meeting was called to confer the first degree. He is waited upon 
before entering and asked “if he believed in God.” His answer was, he 
“believed in a controlling power, which some people called God.” To 
another question his answer was, he “believed in part of the Holy Bible 
_ - — not in the new.” To the question, “would he consider an oath on the 
Bible more binding than on any other book,” he answered “yes.” We 
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thereupon postponed his case indefinitely. He is now anxious to know 
his fate, and if he is not to he made a Mason, desires his fee refunded. He 
is an Odd Fellow and a good citizen. What are. we to do ? 

Answer . — Masonry unites men of every sedt and opinion, subject to one 
requirement : they must believe in God. Men form different ideas of the 
Almighty and Supreme Ruler of the Universe, and it is not for us to re- 
quire that such ideas should conform to any one particular form. Men 
representing various creeds kneel at the communion altar of Masonry and 
assume obligations binding alike on all of them. We are not to inquire 
into the details of his conception of the Grand Architect, but one must 
know that he is no atheist. We must know that the obligations entered 
into and made in the name of God, will be considered based upon his be- 
lief in Deity binding upon him. If you are satisfied of this, admit him; 
if, on the contrary, you believe him to be an atheist, that is, one who does 
not believe in the existence of a Creator, who does not look to a supreme 
and controlling power as his Maker and his God, refuse him admittance, 
and under such circumstances refund the money. 

Query 20 . — Will it be sufficient grounds to charge a brother, if we can 
prove he asked a profane “ to come in and join the Masons?” 

Answer . — A brother forgetting his early instructions and the require- 
ments of Masonry so far as to solicit profanes to present their petitions, 
renders himself liable to punishment, and should be accordingly dealt 
with. 

Query 22 . — A Lodge, after due trial, found a brother guilty of the 
charges preferred, and ordered as punishment a reprimand to be admin- 
istered. The brother was not present. What course should the Worship- 
ful Master pursue ? 

• Answer . — Summons the brother to appear, and then and there proceed 
to administer the reprimand. 

Query 23 . — Is the seal of the Lodge on an ordinary summons necessary 
to its legality? 

Answer . — All written citations should have the seal of the Lodge there- 
unto attached; in fadt, all written communications, to secure obedience, 
should have the imprint of the seal thereon. 

Query 28 . — A member is eledted one of the Wardens, but at the proper 
time is not installed. He presents himself six months afterwards and 
demands to be installed. Can he rightfully demand it? 

Answer . — A brother who so far negledts his duty as to not present him- 
self for installation until six months after his election, unless he has good 
reasons for so doing, is not worthy of the trust reposed in him, and my 
attention should have been called thereto. Unless the Grand Master inter- 
fered, the brother would have a right to be installed whenever he presents 
himself. 

Query 32 . — Have we the right to disfranchise brethren at the election 
of officers, they being in arrears for dues? The following is the sedtion in 
our by-laws : 

“Every Master Mason a member of the Lodge whose dues are paid up 
to the day of eledtion, and who is not at the time under exclusion for un- 
masonic condudt, shall be eligible to vote, and no others.” 
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Answer. — No, sir; the section in your by-laws is in conflict not only 
with the spirit of Masonry, but with the repeated aCtion of the Grand 
Lodge, declaring that no Mason can be deprived of his rights and priv- 
ileges without due trial and conviction. A Mason is presumed to be in- 
nocent until he is adjudged guilty, and a by-law restricting his rights 
without allowing him the privilege of being heard in his defence, is of no 
binding force whatever. Your proper course is to prefer charges, and, 
after due trial and conviction, suspend him. 

Query 33 — A brother, a minister of the gospel, signed the petition for 
dispensation to the Grand Master and became an aCtive co-worker with us 
under dispensation, and also as a chartered Lodge. We have remitted his 
dues for the first four years. He has moved out of this jurisdiction, and 
now refuses to pay dues, claiming he is not a member of the Lodge, he 
having retained his demit- at the time of organizing the Lodge, which must 
have been overlooked. What can we do? 

Answer . — The brother is certainly a member of your Lodge. The demit 
is not his property, but yours. He should be requested or ordered to re- 
turn the same, and if he refuses to do so, in the hope of evading the pay- 
ment of dues, prefer charges, and deal with him as with all others who 
are guilt}’’ of unmasonic conduCt. 

Query 35 . — We are about entering a new hall, owned by an outside 
party, and jointly occupied with the I. O. O. F. We desire to dedicate the 
same. Will you send us a dispensation therefor? 

Answer . — Dedication implies ownership. We should not dedicate to 
Masonic purposes that which is not our own. The dispensation is there- 
fore refused. 

It often happens that we find something in Bro. Parvin’s reports 
that will bear repeating. From his report as Librarian, we 
present : 

A distinguished Grand Master of another jurisdiction writes, that “our 
Lodges are becoming too much enlightened to be satisfied with parrot 
teaching, and will not brook instruction from persons who cannot do more 
than give the verbiage of the ceremony. If we cannot have instruction 
of the right kind, and if our intelligent young men who are daily coming 
into our ranks, cannot be made to see something more in our rites than 
mere ceremony, if they are not so instructed as that the beautiful and holy 
principles of Masonry will be unfolded and made to shine through every 
symbol, the whole becomes to him unmeaning jargon.” Of what does it 
avail to instruct members of Lodges in the %vork i when no knowdedge of 
its import is communicated? LeCtures on the cardinal virtues, &c., &c,, 
might be made, in skillful hands, not only very interesting, but more 
instructive. 

The following was adopted — it or something similar should be 
in this jurisdiction : 

Resolved , That the Grand Master cause to be prepared suitable forms 
of minutes for Subordinate Lodges, with the necessary instructions in re- 



1877] 


Appendix, 


59 


gard to keeping the same ; afid when they are approved by him the Grand 
Secretary shall have the same printed and a copy sent with each Dispensa- 
tion to form a new Lodge, and also to each working Lodge in the 
jurisdiction. 

It is to-morrow, and we have just reached Bro. Wm. B. Lang- 
ridge’s Report on Foreign Correspondence, and as it will take at 
least two days careful examination in order to determine what to 
leave otit , we stop for a fresh start. 

The proceedings of forty-seven Grand Lodges — four of them, 
including Minnesota, for two years — -are “ reviewed with as much 
brevity as possible.” 

As we remarked heretofore of one of the reporters, so oi Bro. 
Langridge’s — he had ample time at his disposal. His report 
covers but one hundred and fourteen pages. 

Five pages are under the head of “ Colored Masonry.” We 
have always maintained that African Lodge, No. 459 ’ was a legiti- 
mate Lodge, and we are glad to find that Bro. Langridge agrees 
with us, but we never claimed that “ Prince Hall Grand Lodge” 
was regular, for the reason that all the traditions relative to that 
event were so enveloped in mist that we. although favorably dis- 
posed, could not see our way clear. 

Within the past year we have learned new faCts, which aie to 
us conclusive. 

African Lodge appears to have gone on quietly working during 
the lifetime of its Master, Prince Hall, held its festival on St. 
John’s day, &c., and was visited by white Masons. Prince Hall died 
in 1807, aged 72 years; he was a minister, a quiet, inoffensive 
man, highly respedted in the community, one that in these days 
would be called u a smart man.” As Master of the Lodge, he 
issued a Dispensation for a Lodge at New r York, another in Phil- 
adelphia, and another at Providence. In these days we would 
say that a Master of a Lodge had no such authority, but it must 
be remembered that within his recolledtion Lodges had been 01- 
ganized without warrant of any kind, organized by the inherent 
right — as claimed by the Masons of the day- — of any Master Mason 
to open and u hold a Lodge.” 

The dogma of exclusive jurisdiction had been enunciated, and 
was claimed by Massachusetts, New York, &c., before Prince 
Hall had granted his Dispensations as noted. 
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Admitting the right of a single Lodge, under certain circum- 
stances, to declare itself a Mother Lodge and assume Grand 
Lodge powers, as did the Lodge of the Three Globes, in Berlin, 
yet, it can only be done in unoccupied territory, or in jurisdictions 
where the parties have been ostracised in violation of the ancient 
Landmarks. 

We believe that if a Grand Lodge by resolution or ediCt, de- 
clares that parties are not eligible to receive the Masonic degrees, 
because of the color of the skin, or of their nationality, their re- 
ligion, their politics or their race, the territory is vacant to such 
parties, and that they have the right to enter such territory and 
establish Lodges. 

But neither of such conditions existed at that period in either 
of the jurisdictions in which Prince Hall established Lodges. 

We have no right to asstime that a certain condition of things 
exist, and then a< 5 i upon that assumption without evidence. 

The organization of those Lodges was a violation of the juris- 
dictional rights of the respective Grand Lodges, and as there was 
no claim made — at least none is apparent— that the parties were 
refused either initiation or recognition, in consequence or because 
of the color of their skin, we necessarily arrive at the conclusion 
that the Lodges established under the Dispensation of Prince 
Hall were irre^ ular and clandestine. 

In 180S, African Lodge, in association with those, or a 
part of them, organized as above noted, formed “ Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge,” in Massachusetts. Of course, a bod}’ thus formed 
could not be deemed regular. 

With this brief exordium, we present an extraCt of Bro. 
Langridge’s elaborate report, tracing the history to the present 
time : 

We hear nothing further of this Grand Lodge, or of its subordinates, 
until 1824, when African Lodge gave evidence that the Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge had ceased to exist, by applying to the Grand Lodge of England for 
a new charter, to which application it received no response, probably be- 
cause the Grand Lodge of England had at the Union of the Ancient and 
Modern Grand Lodges, of which it was formed, in 1813, stricken African 
Lodge from its rolls as non-reporting, as it did all its provincial Grand 
Lodges in the United States, which had, after the declaration of American 
independence, declared themselves sovereign bodies. Having failed to 
obtain an answer from the Grand Lodge of England, and probably know- 
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ing of no other Grand Body to apply to from which it could hope to'receive 
recognition, and Prince Hall Grand Lodge, to which it formerly owed allegi- 
ance, having lapsed, it revived itself under its old English charter of 1784-87 
(dated in 1784, but received in Boston and African Lodge organized in 
1787) and declared itself “ independent of every other organization.” 

After this, African Lodge appears to have had a precarious existence, if 
it did not actually die out. We think it lapsed entirely, from the follow- 
ing circumstances : It is mentioned in the proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, for 1846 (as quoted by Bro. Nickerson,' in the 
New England Freemason, vol. 2, page 550) that the year before, a clan- 
destine Lodge, mainl3 r composed of colored men, was established by a Mr. 
Benajah F. Leonard, a white man, and a member of a Lodge under the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, assisted by a Mr. Philip Ranell, a colored 
man, who imposed on the parties initiated by them by furnishing them a 
Dispensation, and assuring them that after one year’s probation they would 
receive a charter from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. For these aCts 
Leonard was expelled by the Grand Lodge, and the members of his clan- 
destine Lodge, under the lead of Mr. Lewis Hayden, since Grand Master 
of the present Prince Hall Grand Lodge, applied to the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts to be healed, but were refused, the committee to whom the 
matter was referred in December, 1846, reporting against it, stating that 
there were “ insuperable objections to granting the petition, which it is 
not necessary to mention, especially as it is understood that the petitioners 
have concluded to obtain a charter from the African Lodge in Penn- 
sylvania.” 

From this we judge that all colored organizations in Massachusetts, 
both Grand and subordinate, must have died out previous to this time, as 
if any had existed Mr. Hayden and his friends would not have gone to 
Philadelphia for a charter to organize a new Lodge. This being the case 
it is also probable that this new Lodge was the germ of the present Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge, as we have not been able to discover the date of the 
organization, or as its friends would probably prefer to say, the revival, of 
this latter body. 

The year following, that is to say on the 24th of June, 1847, representa- 
tives of three Grand Lodges assembled in convention in Boston, and 
formed a National Grand Lodge of colored Masons, which is still in exis- 
tence, with subordinates in sixteen out of the thirty-five jurisdictions in 
which colored Grand Lodges exist. Under these colored Grand bodies, 
national or independent, there exist some 500 subordinate Lodges, with 
about 13,000 or 14,000 members, as we gather from a table published by 
the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ohio. Of these Grand bodies 
some owe allegiance to the National Grand Lodge, and others are inde- 
pendent; while in some States they are of two or even three obediences. 
After some searching, we conclude that Grand Lodges “ under the Nation- 
al CompaCt” have exclusive jurisdiction in the States of Illinois, Kansas, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, and South Carolina, while “independent” 
bodies control in Arkansas, California, Connecticut, District of Columbia, 
Kentucky, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Ohio and Rhode Island. In Ala- 
bama, Delaware, Kansas, Maryland, Michigan, Florida, Georgia, New 

9 



62 


Afpcndix . 


\_1877 


York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Virginia, and perhaps in some others, 
there are Grand Lodges belonging both to the national and independent 
factions; while in Louisiana there is an independent Grand Lodge, and 
one or more subordinates under the Foulhouze spurious Supreme Council, 
and one or more others under one or the other of the Grand Lodges of 
Pennsylvania. In Indiana, also, there are two independent Grand Lodges, 
warring with each other with true fraternal bitterness. In some of these 
allegiances we may be mistaken, as the changes are quite frequent, the 
national body being apparently in a dying condition, and the desires of 
ambitious men to attain leadership being no less adtive in the colored than 
it has always shown itself in white organizations under like circumstances. 

The national organization has heretofore declared that all bodies calling 
themselves Lodges of Freemasons in the United States, and without 
its sanction , are spurious and clandestine, and among these colored organ- 
izations a continual skirmish is going on as to their legitimacy, all claim- 
ing to be regular, and that their adversaries are the reverse, and the usual 
exchange of compliments results. Some of these bodies, as for instance, 
that of the District of Columbia, Ohio, and, perhaps, Indiana and some 
others, have withdrawn from the national, and are denounced by it as 
especially clandestine, while in Louisiana the three different heads all de- 
nounce each other. 

In fadt the whole colored system appears to be in a chaotic condition, 
very much “ like sunshine on a rill,” which its Ohio friends nevertheless 
are willing to consider “though broken,” very pretty “sunshine still.” 
Its officers and committee men appear careless of, or unable to show any 
legitimacy for colored Masonry, except in the original African Lodge, and 
their decisions as to each other, in the absence of better information, af- 
ford us the best means we have of judging of their claims. 

Still allowing them to say what thej' please of themselves and of each 
other, we must judge them, in the light of the “American Dodtrine” to 
be anything but legitimate. They have all, except the original African 
Lodge, been formed in States in which Grand Lodges were already exist- 
ing, and some of them are to be considered only clandestine and irregular 
even as to colored Masonrj^ alone. And while they will not or cannot 
unite among themselves, we cannot step in and pick out any one and say 
it is better than the others, but must take their own judgment. 

As this question is at present paramount, and as the time has 
apparently come when it must be met hy our Grand Lodge, and 
as we desire to furnish the Craft here with all the light possible, 
we present extracts from Bro. Langridge’s conclusions ; we are 
prompted to do this not only because the subject is handled in a 
very masterly and unprejudiced manner, but because the report 
received the approbation of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, one of the 
first to take adtion under the — new deal. 

We desire to see all the members of the Masonic family united into one 
fold, and here in Iowa, where we have but four colored Lodges, number- 
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in g in all but about sixty members, we could probably find as little evil in 
amalgamating, if amalgamating be an evil, as anywhere, except, perhaps, 
in Minnesota, where there are only about half as many. But sentiment 
aside, there are difficulties in the way of this consummation. The Grand 
Lodge to which these bodies belong is located in Missouri, the field occu- 
pied by our Mother Grand Lodge, from whom the Grand Lodge of Iowa 
sprang. We cannot treat with these through their Grand Lodge, without 
making war on her, and reversing all our adtion upholding the “Ameri- 
can Dodlrine.” We cannot deal with them individual^, because, if they 
leave their Grand Lodge, they must surrender their charters, and then 
they become simply sixty gentlemen of whose status we are ignorant, and 
of whom we can learn nothing, and under our Grand Lodge laws, we can 
neither have notice or take cognizance, unless they apply to our individual 
Lodges, which they have always heretofore refused to do. Or, if they 
establish a Grand Lodge in our borders, we cannot recognize them as 
regular, without reversing our adtion hitherto, and resigning the Ameri- 
can ideas which have always obtained where the English and American 
systems of Masonry have prevailed, to take up the notions held by the 
continental Masons of the French or Scottish Rite in Europe; and we, 
individually, must confess to a far greater repugnance to doing this latter 
than to recognizing colored people anywhere. 

******** ** 

It is a good rule in Masonry to demand the unanimous ballot, and a 
reason for this is that less than unanimity will destroy harmony, and it is 
considered better not to admit an outsider when, by so doing, a member 
will be displaced. The proposition of this committee proposes to reverse 
all this, and to admit, by a simple majority vote of Grand Lodge, to all 
the privileges of Masonry, including Lodge membership, at least one 
thousand men who are now practically profanes ; or, admitting them to be 
Masons, non-affiliates in bad standing, so far as the Grand Lodge of Ohio 
is concerned. It proposes to do this contrary to its own constitution, 
without the form of law, and, indeed, against its own laws. It is to do it 
by a simple majority vote, when, if one of its own members were to be- 
come non-affiliated, even though he were the oldest, ablest, and best mem- 
ber in its jurisdiction, he could not again be admitted, except according to 
its laws, by petition, examination, report and clear ballot, all of which it 
proposes to do away with, in the case of these one thousand colored men. 
If one of its own members should join one of these colored Lodges, and 
afterward be admitted, without healing, into one of her own Lodges, by 
her laws that Lodge would be subjedt to arrest of charter; and yet she 
proposes to introduce all the members of all these clandestine Lodges, 
unhealed, into the body, not only of Ohio Masonry, but of that of the 
whole world. Can she do this? Possibly, into her own fold, she can; 
but, in doing it, she brings herself, as to every Grand Lodge disagreeing 
with her and refusing to countenance her a Cl, into the same clandestine 
condition in which the body with which she fraternizes is placed — since 
no Mason or Masonic body can fraternize or unite with an irregular one, 
until it shall have been regularly healed, without receiving its taint; nor 
can any Grand Lodge, with any respedt for consistency, continue to fel- 
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lowship her after she shall have done that for which they both have de- 
nounced and definitively sundered friendly relations with the Grand Lodge 
of Hamburg and the Grand Orient of France. The result will be, that 
with a large number of the Grand Lodges, among whose members and 
her own the most intimate social and business relations exist and must 
continue, she will by this adtion at once destroy that fraternity which not 
even political differences or sectional war could weaken; and every Ohio 
Mason, from Entered Apprentice to Knight Templar, must occupy, in the 
States disagreeing, exa&ly the same position as do the members of the 
bodies with which she fraternizes. Already we hear the advance notes of 
this. Every Masonic periodical we know of, with the exception of one, 
which devotes a column weekly to the subject, is opposed to the proposi- 
tion, and the fires of crimination and hate are beginning to burn. And 
we fear that even worse things may happen. We doubt if, as yet, in any 
Grand Lodge, there would not be, in case of the recognition of colored 
Masonry, or of any other irregular organization not sufficiently strong 
and aggressive to make itself a source of great discomfort, danger of dis- 
ruption and secession, with all its terrible following of strife and discord 
and Masonic war, the mere thought of which is sickening. Heart-burn- 
ings and hatreds w T ould spring up, and all the bickerings of past years 
would be sweet music, compared with the harsh janglings that would then 
be heard. 

Personally, as we said above, we desire to see the whole Masonic world 
united into one unbroken chain, and Masonry made a truly universal insti- 
tution. But this cannot be done suddenly, nor would it be brought about 
by recognizing the legitimacy of colored Masonry, not even by taking the 
colored Lodges into the white Grand Lodges, and then having the bodies 
themselves remain as they are now — simply all white men in the white 
Lodges, and all black men in the black ones. If race prejudices make it, 
as the advocates of amalgamation claim, impossible now for a colored 
man to obtain admission into white Lodges, and keep white men from 
seeking initiation into the colored ones, would a mere recognition of legit- 
imacy, or even amalgamation of Grand Lodges, change this, and elevate 
the black man into a higher social position, or remove objections to him 
which now prevail ? Would it not rather tend to keep him in a powerless 
minority, and by depriving him of all opportunity of official position, se- 
gregate him more entirely, if possible, than he is even now? We judge 
this, because we are satisfied that no union but an equal one would be 
acceptable to the leaders of the colored organizations, and this would be 
no inconsiderable sacrifice on their part, as, practically, they would only 
retain the barren honors of past rank obtained in their own bodies, with 
small share in those of that into which they had merged themselves, and 
naturally, after a few years, they would again secede, and the eftort thus 
prove a failure. 

This question can only be settled and the change desired arrived at as 
all great changes take place, by the mollifying influences of time and pa- 
tience. These, like the sun and the air in nature, will melt down the 
granites of prejudice and misapprehension, and furnish the richest and 
best soils for the growth of love and equality, while the upheavals of rev- 
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olution will only give us the blackened rocks and sharp scoria which will 
turn the face of nature into a desert. Better, then, make haste slowly, and 
be content to watch and wait. Masonry has seen and helped to bring 
about many changes. She is assisting the colored man now as fast as he 
earns the right to assistance, and will continue to do so until all he asks 
and desires will be brought about; but she possesses neither the jugglery 
nor the alchemy that can enable her to plant the seed, grow the tree, and 
evolve the ripened fruit in an hour. 

Having drawn so largely from this report, we are, in justice to 
others, obliged to omit several other interesting extracts that we 
had marked — one other, however, which we find under the head 
of Minnesota : 

We agree with Bro. Pierson here. Some Masonic laws and customs 
must be preserved, because they are customs, but because a law old enough 
to be considered a landmark forbids our initiating deformed or dismem- 
bered men, to say that therefore such a man cannot fill an office, borders 
on the ridiculous, or would be, if Masonic “lawyers” were not so much 
in the habit of following their fancies, till “ like a road in a western for- 
est, they dwindle to a squirrel-track, and run up a tree.” There is one fa<5t 
conspicuously true in Masonic jurisprudence, and that is that it requires 
neither logic, reason nor common sense — providing that frequent samples 
we come across are to be taken as the real thing. 


We return thanks for his “ welcome” of the writer u into the 
ranks of the working men of the order ;” our Jersey modesty 
forbids us copying the balance of the paragraph. 

We have carefully examined the proceedings before us, and find 
a very important omission, to which we desire to call the atten- 
tion of Grand Secretary Parvin. We do not find any mention of 
the Grand Designer . The embellishments remind one of the 
illuminated initial letters in the old monkish manuscripts. 

M.'. W.*. Henry W. Rothert, of Keokuk, Grand Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. T. S. Parvin, of Iowa City, Grand Secretary, were 
each re-elected. 

u Committee on Foreign Correspondence, T. S. Parvin, 
Chairman.” 


IDAHO, 1875. 

The Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Idaho for the year 
1875 come to us in connection with a re-print of the proceedings 
from the organization of the Grand Lodge. 
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The Eighth Annual Communication was held at Boise City, 
December 13th, 1875. 

Nine Lodges represented. 

Eleven on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. L. P. Mikkelson, G.\ M.\, presiding. 

One Dispensation for a new Lodge issued during the year. 

We note four of the decisions reported : 

2. The Master-eledt must first receive the Past Master’s degree before 
he can preside, and that none can be present but actual Past Masters, not 
less than three. 

3. That a brother cannot vouch for another, except the voucher has sat 
in a Lodge of Master Masons, or has been one of a committee appointed 
by the Master to examine the brother for whom he vouches, and then he 
must so state it in open Lodge. 

4. That a brother who is under reprimand is not in good standing, and 
should not be allowed to take any part in the business of the Lodge until 
such reprimand has been given. 

We demur to No. 3. 

A. vouches to B. that C. is a Master Mason in good standing, 
each being present, B. then has the right to vouch in his Lodge 
for C. 

Of the eleven decisions reported the committee and the Grand 
Lodge concurred in but one, and that one was, that u a Lodge 
under dispensation cannot eledt officers, nor can they adopt by- 
laws.” 

The Committee on Jurisprudence further reported : 

Your committee most earnestly call the attention of Grand Masters and 
Masters and Wardens of subordinate Lodges to the very severe penalty 
pronounced upon those guilty of disobeying a summons, and urge them 
never to resort to issuing summonses except upon the most important 
occasions and when it is absolutely necessary that members should be 
present. 

We recommend the use of notifications upon ordinary occasions. The 
summons has been used too freely, and upon occasions when it was unne- 
cessary. Complaints have been made, and your committee feel it necessary 
to call the attention of the Grand Lodge to this matter. 

The receipts of the Grand Secretary’s office for the year were 

$ 4 > 355 - 45 - 

The Grand Lodge is eight years old and has an Orphan Fund 
of $2,987.44. 

In his address the Grand Master animadverted on the vices of 
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profanity, intemperance and gambling, the committee to which 
the matter was referred, reported : 

We have had the same under consideration, and cheerfully coincide with 
the views of the Grand Master; and, while we admit that these vices pre- 
vail to a great extent in our jurisdiction, we are of the opinion that, were 
the honored lights of the craft — brothers high, not only in the mysteries 
of Masonry, but also in official positions, both grand and subordinate — to 
set the proper example, and by a daily practice of the same, that it would 
have a lasting benefit upon, not ofily the Craft, but also upon society at 
large, thereby making it unnecessary for Grand Masters to annually refer 
to these vices in their communications to the Grand Lodge. 

To “one up a tree” the foregoing would have the appearance 
of a — lick back. 

A resolution was adopted providing for the appointment of a 
committee on Foreign Correspondence — hereafter we may expeCt 
a report. 

M.'. W.*. J. W. Griffin was elected Grand Master; and 

R. 1 . W.\ Charles Himrod, Grand Secretary, each of Boise 
City. 

Bro. O. H. Purdy, of Silver City, is Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Correspondence. 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 1875. 

The First Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the 
Indian Territory was held at Eufaula, Creek Nation, September 
7th, 1875. 

Three Lodges were represented. 

Four on the roll. 

M.\ W.-. G. McPherson, G.*. M.\, presiding. 

At the time of the organization of the Grand Body there were 
six Lodges in the Territory, three of them participated and one 
has since sent in its adhesion, the other two hold aloof ; the Grand 
Master thinks u some decisive action with regard to them” should 
be taken.* He says : 

I would suggest that a brief space of time be given them to make returns 
to the Grand Secretary, failing in which it will be the imperative duty of 
the Grand Master to arrest their charters. 

Go slow, is a mighty good motto. We know of no law that com- 
pels a Lodge to change its obedience without its consent. Grand 
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Lodges that have hitherto regarded the Territory as vacant, will 
of course if they recognize the Grand Lodge refrain from grant- 
ing charters or dispensations for new Lodges within the jurisdic- 
tion claimed. 

A body asking recognition for itself bad better wait until 
assured of its own status, before undertaking the coercion busi- 
ness. 

In connection with this matter we may remark, that our Grand 
Lodges are too apt to recognize newly formed bodies without 
due examination. 

Two Dispensations for new Lodges were issued during the 
year. 

Of the Lodges in the Indian Territory three are in the Choctaw 
Nation, and one each in the Creek, Cherokee and Chickasaw, 
with an aggregate membership of one hundred and thirty-one. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted an 
u excuse” for not presenting a report : 

2d. Your committee being Missionaries, having* extensive and destitute 
fields of labor, cannot, without materially neglecting their high duties 
prepare such a Report as would be just to themselves and creditable to the 
M.\ W.\ Grand Lodge of the Indian Territory. 

One of the Rev. Brothers contemplating a removal, a resolu- 
tion was adopted in which occurs : “ that we cordiall } 7 commend 
him to the brethren amongst whom he may cast his lot, as an 
earnest whole-souled Christian and Mason.” 

We italicise. 

In the address of the Rev. Bro. Grand Orator, we find : 

The entire system of Free or Speculative Masonry is contained in the 
Bible. The Bible is the Mason’s “Great Light,” it is his “ Polar Star,” 
his “Chart,” his “Book of the Law,” his “ Constitution;” without the 
Bible there is no Masonry. The Bible is the whole of Masonry. 

We also find : 

Then Bro. H. F. Buckner, Grand Chaplain, delivered a leCture on the 
Divine Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, evincing much thought and 
great care in its preparation, and presented his proofs in such a logical 
manner as to convince the most skeptical. 

From the tenor of the extracts presented and of the proceed- 
ings, we fear that our brethren in the Indian Territory are on the 
wrong track. 
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Masonry has been one of the great agents in the amelioration 
of the condition of man in past ages, and we can see no particu- 
lar objection to the Missionaries using it to better the condition of 
the Indian Nation, except the great danger of sectarianism. 

M.*. W.*. G. McPherson was re-eleCted Grand Master ; and 

R.\ W.*. R. P. Jones was eleCted Grand Secretary, each of 
Caddo. 

Bro. G. B. Hester, of Boggy Depot, Chairman Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence. 

KENTUCKY, 1875. 

The Seventy- sixth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky was held at Louisville, October 19th, 1875* 

Four hundred and sixteen Lodges represented. 

Five hundred and sixty- eight on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. H. Bostwick, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Nine Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master was brief, and mainly de- 
voted to his official aCts. We notice one matter of interest — he 
announced that : 

Notwithstanding the munificent donation of $78,000 to the Endowment 
Fund of the Widows' and Orphans' Home, we still have a considerable 
balance in the treasury. 

A severe storm visited Louisville in June, 1875? an d the Wid- 
ows’ and Orphans’ Home was so damaged that it will require 
upwards of $25,000 to repair. 

The following, reported by the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
was adopted : 

Resolved , That the Worshipful Master of a Lodge working under dis- 
pensation is entitled to the honorary degree of Past Master. 

It is a new feature to us, that a Grand Master has power or 
authority to make Past Masters ; such power is a legitimate de- 
duction from the resolutions. 

A proposed amendment to the Constitution, looking to a reduc- 
tion in the number of representatives to the Grand Lodge, was 
laid over until the next session. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, embracing a review 
10 
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of forty-thi'ee Grand Lodges, was presented by P.'. G.*. M.*. 
Thomas Todd, and is worthy of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky. 

Quoting the Arkansas decision that a brother suspended for 
the non-payment of dues only, ct is merely a Mason at large, and 
other Masons are ?tot debarred from holding Masonic inter- 
course with himf says : 

We are sorry to see that the view of the committee was adopted by the 
Grand Lodge. In this jurisdiction a “ suspended brother is, from the time 
of his suspension, debarred from all the rights and privileges of a Mason. 
He cannot visit a Lodge, nor be admitted to Masonic wtercourse outside 
of the Lodge 'with its members.” 

The same in this jurisdiction. Suspension — no difference what 
the cause — is, during its continuance, Masonic death. In this 
jurisdiction we do not suspend for the non-payment of dues 
only ; we simply deprive the party of Lodge membership and its 
attendant disabilities. 

M.*. W.*. John H. Leathers was elected Grand Master; and 

R.*. W.’. John M. Todd, Grand Secretary, each of Louisville. 

Bro. Thomas Todd, of , Chairman Committee on Foreign 

Correspondence. 

KANSAS, 1875. 

The Twentieth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Kansas was held at Topeka, October 21st, 1875* 

Ninety-nine Lodges represented. 

One hundred and fifty-six on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. Owen Bassett, G.-. M.*., presiding. 

Five Dispensations for new Lodges were issued during the 
year. 

We present an extract from the address of the Grand Master: 

Pseudo Masonry exists in this and many other Grand Lodge juris- 
dictions, and the claims of the so-called colored Lodges are attracting 
attention not only on this, but also on the other side of the Atlantic. 
Neither the interests of Masonry nor of true humanity required the or- 
ganization of those societies, for the American Grand Lodges wage no 
war of race or seCt or condition; all are alike welcome, subjeCt to the 
restrictions common to all men, hence affiliation in a colored Lodge may 
be considered merely a matter of choice on the part of him who of his 
own free will and accord enters its portals. No reference would be made 
at this time to this subjeCt but for the faCt that strenuous efforts are being 
made for their recognition as Masons, with a fair prospeCt of success in 
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some of the European Grand Lodges ; nor would this faCt alone give cause 
for alarm : the danger lies in the subversion of the well settled and well 
recognized law existing without dissent among the American Grand 
Lodges, of exclusive territorial jurisdiction. It is not necessary, how- 
ever, to turn aside and weep rhetorical tears, for the Masonic society is not 
doomed, nor does it stand on the brink of dissolution; there is a moral, 
numerical and intellectual strength in the Grand Lodges on the Western 
continent sufficient to conduCt this controversy according to common 
Masonic intercourse, and without violence to truth and reason ; yet it is 
to be regretted that a subjeCt so fruitful of discord could not have been 
permitted to remain forever in obscurity. 

Of the decisions reported we note : 

19. By the law of the land one neglecting to provide for his family is 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and such negleCt is an offense against Masonry, 
and may be punished. 

23. A Lodge should not assume the obligation of an endorser, but if 
by resolution a Lodge has undertaken such a risk, it is morally t'hough 
not legally bound, and an assessment on the members of a Lodge to 
meet such an engagement cannot be enforced. 

24. Jurisdiction for the trial of one charged with an offense against 
Masonry may be in one of three Lodges. First, in the Lodge of which 
the offender is a member; second, in the Lodge where the offender resides 
or may be found; and third, in the Lodge within whose territory the 
offense was committed. 

26. It is not proper for a Lodge or its members to pass resolutions 
commendatory or otherwise of the Worshipful Master, nor is it proper for 
a Lodge or its members to enter into an investigation of any charges 
against the Master ; such inquiries should always be under the direction 
of the Grand Master or Grand Lodge. 

29. A petitioner for membership is required to surrender his demit, if 
he has one, and having acquired membership, if for any cause he has re- 
tained his demit, he should surrender it, and if on reasonable demand he 
refuses, he may be disciplined therefor, and should be denied demission 
until such demand is complied with. 

31. The comity of Grand Lodges requires each to recognize the aCts of 
every other, provided good faith is maintained, the ancient landmarks not 
infringed, and the territorial jurisdiction of another is not invaded, and 
within these limits full faith and credit must be given to the aCts of each 
Lodge, conforming to local regulations, not only by Grand Lodges, but by 
every Lodge, whether of the same or another Grand Jurisdiction. 

Bro. John H. Brown presented a Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, covering one hundred and thirty-seven pages, in 
which he reviews, in his usual felicitous st3'le, the proceedings of 
forty-five Grand Lodges, — Minnesota for 1875 included. Under 
the head of Colorado, he says : 

Is it true that any body of Freemasons can be found in this country, 
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which will solemnly declare that the non-payment of dues is a crime, and 
that, too, when from our civil codes every law treating indebtedness un- 
attended by fraud as a crime, has been expunged? We hope not. We 
trust that Masonry will not return to the civil laws of the last century, in 
order to find remedies for the non-payment of Lodge dues. 

Under the head of District of Columbia we find : 

Neither tawdry finery nor blazing jewels will cover up a vicious life or 
supplement an empty head. While genius disdains ornament, the man of 
understanding avoids everything which contributes to arouse attention dr 
attradt the vulgar gaze. Years ago, an eminent critic well said, the wear- 
ing of jewelry was a relic of barbarism, and refledfing men do not dissent 
from his judgment. Masonic jewels were intended for use in Lodges, not 
to be worn over heartless breasts, not to be pidtured on placards nor 
mounted on sign-boards. Masons profess to despise mere show and sham. 
If they hope to gain respect for their pretensions, if they wish to leave an 
ineffaceable impress of their principles upon the age — an age far too re- 
markable for blare, glitter and social fictions — they will discontinue every 
practice which militates against those principles or in the least tends to 
lessen the respedt that will be secured if in their integrity they be main- 
tained. 

Brethren, read the following extract, and reflect upon the 
suggestions. Under the head of Georgia he says : 

Yes, were Lodges managed in an enlightened way, were they made 
what we are sure they were intended to be, places of thorough culture, the 
subjedt of affiliation would cease to invite discussion or call for legislation. 
So long as the mere barren forms of opening, closing and routine, consti- 
tute the staple of Lodge-work, few but the most enthusiastic will be regu- 
lar in their attendance or promptly pay dues. Let the liberal sciences, 
again and again mentioned in the rituals and works peculiar to the Craft, 
once more gain their former pre-eminence in the Lodge; let men com- 
petent to discourse thereon be chosen to fill the chairs, and Lodges will be 
crowded by those anxious to learn that they in tm*n may gain place and 
diffuse light. Unprodudlive formulas will not satiate hungrysouls; in- 
itiation, passing and raising without exhaustive instrudlion, will only pro- 
voke the inquiry, what is the worth of all this? and compel those who 
desire to'advance to seek the means therefor in more generous halls. 

Of our report he says : 

Past Grand Master A. T. C. Pierson presented the Report on Cor- 
respondence, embracing a review of the proceedings of forty-two Grand 
Lodges. As usual, his pen is racy, sometimes sharp, sometimes rollick- 
ing, but leaves behind no venom. Kansas receives fraternal mention 
under the head of £< Addenda.” Why there, we ask? Our Proceedings 
were out in good time and duly mailed to 3 r our Grand Secretary. It may 
be, Bro. Pierson, following the Horatian rule, writes his report and lays it 
away, at least portions of it, to improve by age. 
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We “ rise to explain.” 

It is our custom, pencil in hand, to examine the copies of 
Grand Lodge proceedings as soon as received, marking passages 
here and there, as we proceed, making marginal notes where we 
think of commenting, and then laying the book aside until we 
pull oft' coat, roll up sleeves and go to work. When the time 
comes to print, we look over the proceedings received and pre- 
pare page i, so the first is prepared last or in the middle. 

A little bird whispered in our ear that all of the brethren in 
the jurisdiction did not read our reports, and even insinuated 
that there was occasionally to be found a Worshipful Master that 
had not time to read, and we — may as well out with it — actually 
came across a Master of a Lodge who knew nothing about reports 
on Foreign Correspondence, never looked over a copy of the 
proceedings. 

We cogitated. Here the Grand Lodge was paying a consid- 
erable amount of money, yearly, for the preparation and printing 
of a report, which was, after all, read by comparatively few 
members of the Grand Lodge even. Does it pay? Is it worth 
the time and expense? What can be done to draw attention and 
induce reading? 

We thought of a plan, and proceeded to put it in practice as 
an experiment: print the report before the annual session, and 
circulate copies among the members. 

During the annual session, which lasts two or three or more 
days, the representatives are exclusively engaged with Masonic 
matters ; during a lull in the business, they are apt to open a 
copy of the report, — we have known parties to read in church 
even during sermon time, — the eye rests upon a decision ; a 
funny extra 6t ; a scrap of Masonic history ; a story ; an applica- 
tion of law ; a verse of poetry ; one of Corson’s jokes ; a selec- 
tion from one of Brown’s or Henderson’s sermons ; a case, sim- 
ilar to one in his own Lodge that is undetermined ; an incident 
of charity ; the objects, the demands, the advantages, the results of 
our rites in different localities, presented in an eloquent extradt 
and in a phase or language different from that heretofore seen ; 
the attention is aroused, and although the next article may be a 
dry disquisition upon, to him, an uninteresting matter, but as 
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variety is disclosed, lie will continue his examination, suipiised 
that he has negledted such reports in the past, and resolve for 
the future. 

Thus far the printing in advance has proved a success ; and 
as Kansas was not received when the first manuscript was put in 
the hands of the printer, it, Kansas, appeared that year in the 
Addenda. 

Are you answered, Bro. Brown? 

For the present, at least, we have got through with the whisky 
question. Bro. Brown pitches into us because we said that 
“we have known veiy excellent men — and Masons — who were 
proprietors of hotels, where liquors of all kinds were sold on 
draught.” And another good brother pitches into us for saying 
that “we believe the whole category of fermented liquors are 
poisonous to the human system,” etc., etc. We believe so still, 
and won’t back out of either proposition. 

But Bro. Brown does not notice our inquiry, why it should be 
a penal offense to keep a saloon, but not penal to keep a hotel or 
drug store where liquors are sold on draught? 

Again, if penal to sell, why not to manufacture? 

“ Consistency, thou art a jewel.” 

M.*. W.*. Isaac B. Sharpe, of Wyandotte, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.-. W.'. John H. Brown, of Leavenworth, re-elected Grand 
Secretary, and is also the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

* LOUISIANA, 1876. 

The Sixty-fourth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Louisiana was held at New Orleans, February 14th, 1876. 

Seventy-two Lodges represented. 

Two hundred and twenty-one on the roll. 

M-*. W.*. John Graham Fleming, G.‘. M.*., presiding. 

One Dispensation for a new Lodge issued during the year. 

Among the decisions reported by the Grand Master, we note : 

A guilty brother ma} 7 escape trial, and an innocent one might be con- 
victed, but if it is known or even alleged b} 7 credible parties that a brother 
is guilty of any violation of the laws of the land, of the order, or of mor- 
alitv, he should be tried by his own or some other Lodge, no matter 
whether he is criminally prosecuted by others or not. 
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I decided that the taking of a note from a Secretary or Treasurer of a 
Lodge for money which they have, without authority, taken from the 
funds of the Lodge and appropriated to their own use, was masonically a 
nullity, and that in such a case the brother so offending was still amenable 
to trial. Several instances of this kind have occurred within the past few 
years, and I look upon it as being masonically wrong for a Lodge to com- 
promise an aCt of that kind in that way ; and, I believe, that it is an evil 
that will rapidly increase by such encouragement. When any brother 
entrusted with the funds of a Masonic institution goes so far as 1 6 apply 
them to his own use, without permission from proper authority, I think 
the duty of the Lodge is plain, and that it is to try him then and there, 
and not make it an ordinary business transaction by accepting his note. 

****** 

A brother Mason is just as much bound to obey a summons from 
another Lodge as he is one from his own ; and that if he cannot obey it, 
he must give a satisfactory excuse to the W. *. Master of the Lodge from 
which the summons emanates. 

****** 

That no brother Mason has a right to protest against the ruling of the 
Grand Master, or the enactments of the Grand Lodge. His only right is 
that of appeal, and his duty, in the meantime, is to submit and obey. 

The following recommendations to W.*. Masters presiding at 
trials is worthy of re-produ6tion : 

When the Scythian sage laughed at Solon, for thinking that he could 
frame a code of written laws that would not be in all respeCts like a cob- 
web, to be broken through by the rich and powerful, whilst they would 
only hold and entangle the weak; Plutarch says he was nearer right than 
Solon ; and few and simple as the laws of Masonry are, I regret to see the 
efforts that are sometimes made to evade and distort them, and the little 
effort that is made, especially by Masters of Lodges, to understand and 
enforce them aright. 

When a brother is on trial, and in his defense, either himself, or through 
his representative, sets up or resorts to quibbling technicalities, and 
sophistical arguments to secure his acquittal, it should be made the duty 
of the W. \ Masters to prevent or prohibit such aCtion. It should be made 
his imperative duty to expound the true law, and when unsound ones are 
introduced, to disabuse the minds of the members of his Lodge of any 
impressions made by them. 

•* ’ * * * * 

The W. *. Master should rule out hearsay evidence, or any evidence that 
is irrelevant to the point at issue, or unconnected with the charge, no 
matter whether it be for, or against the accused; but, he should allow all 
latitude necessary to fully elicit the truth, and the whole truth. He should 
remember that whilst there is something more than accusation necessary 
to secure conviction, there is also something more than denial required to 
establish innocence and procure acquittal ; and that pleas of ignorance are 
a dangerous foundation for a verdiCt favorable to the accused. He should 
charge the brethren against the influences of prejudice or partiality in those 
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cases where either are likely to exercise any influence, and that the laws of 
Masonry are based upon the principles of Truth, Justice and Morality; 
that they are intended to curb the rich and the great, and to protect the 
weak and innocent. He should instruct them that there is no length or 
amount of service that a brother may have rendered, nor no position so 
high in Masonry that secures to a brother the right to violate its laws, or 
that should be offered in mitigation of his offense or punishment, if he 
is really guilty. The broad mantle of Masonic Charity should be 
used for nobler purposes than that of shielding offenders from deserved 
punishment. We are powerful, but we are not sufficiently so to bid defi- 
ance to the world by claiming to be a stndtly moral institution, and, 
through our charity towards each other, to shielding immorality. 

Under the head of Ohio, relative to its proposed adtion on the 
Negro Question, he says : 

The colored Lodges of Ohio are clandestine, and enough has been 
written upon that eubjeA, and sufficient fadts elicited from the records of 
the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts and England, to place that question 
beyond the possibility of a doubt in the mind oT any intelligent and im- 
partial man; and since they are clandestine, I cannot see why they should 
be admitted, because they arc colored, or because they are numerous and 
have assumed the title of Grand* We do not as Masons, interfere with 
the lives, or liberties, or happiness of any one, nor is it either our duty, 
or our privilege to legislate for any special class sectarian, national, poli- 
tical or shade of color; and as there is nothing in the Masonic code of any 
Grand Lodge that debars a colored man from admission to our mysteries, I 
cannot but look upon it as being wrong for any Grand Lodge to legislate 
whole bodies into our Fraternity, or even an individual, until he has first 
been admitted at the working door of a regularly constituted Lodge. 

* 4 - * 4 . * 

I know not what influences may be at work in Ohio, but I have very 
ci edible information that high State office, even the highest, has been 
proposed to prominent Masons in this jurisdidtion by influential colored 
men, claiming to be Masons, as a reward for a similar recognition here; 
but. as yet, there has not been found any one reckless enough to hazard 
his own Masonic reputation or imperil the welfare of the Fraternity, by 
making such a proposition before this Grand Lodge. 

* ♦ * * * * 

It is only necessary to refer to the history of Prince Hall Lodge of Mas- 
sachusetts, and the records of the Grand Lodge of England, to find the 
most undeniable proof that these pseudo Masons have no legitimate stand- 
ing; and if they are to be admitted on the ground that “ all men are born 
free and equal,” why not be entirely consistent and admit all clandestines, 
regardless of color, and even other secret societies, if they will only- 
change their name and induce a 'willing committee to proclaim that their 
work and ceremonies, and means of recognition, are the same as ours? 

Then let us go further, and so far as we are concerned, overturn the 
moral laws of society and the civil laws of the land, by claiming that 
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children born of adultery or concubinage have equal hereditary and legal 
rights with those born in wedlock, and that marriage is a useless ceremony. 

If philanthropy is the spirit, and the only spirit at the bottom of this 
movement, then the leaders of it, both in France and Ohio, are pursuing 
a very unwise course. If Ihere is any prejudice against the colored man, 
it can be abolished sooner and more effectually by legal and conciliatory 
than by illegal and coercive measures. Let the colored man alone, so far 
as Masonry is concerned, to work out his own destiny and standing in 
society, and the day will no doubt come that in this country he can, as he 
does now in England and France, enter our Fraternity by virtue of his 
merit and intelligence, and by being made a Mason in a legally constituted 
constituent Lodge, which, in my opinion, is the only body thatcan legally 
make him one. 

In 1870, the Grand Lodge adopted the life-membership policy, 
by remitting the dues of all those who had been contributing 
members for not less than fifteen years. The experiment has 
not worked as well as was anticipated. The total life members 
number 594, and the aCtive members 6*162. 

A very large amount of routine business was transacted. 

A Report on Foreign Correspondence, covering 204 pages, 
and embracing a review of forty-three American and divers For- 
eign Grand Bodies, was presented by Bro. Wm. R. Whitaker. 
Minnesota receives a kindly notice. 

Our Southern brethren are watching the progress of the Negro 
Question with great interest. We must say, that thus far, in our 
examination of the proceedings, we have not found a paragraph 
that a reasonable brother could take exception to. The question 
is treated fairly and Masonicall}q and if there is any prejudice 
it is not discernible in the reports. Bro. Whitaker devotes con- 
siderable space to the subjeCt, and quotes freely the views he 
finds expressed in the various jurisdictions, and does not discrim- 
inate, but gives each side a fair show. 

As he does for others, so we will do for him. He says : 

We find that several Grand Bodies with whom we are not on terms of 
fraternal intercourse, such as the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, the Grand 
Orient of Peru, the Grand Orient of the Dominican Republic, ‘the Grand 
Orient of Hungary, and the German Grand Lodge League, are reported 
to have recognized these clandestine bodies, organized in opposition to 
Masonic law within the jurisdiction of Grand Lodges ofthe United States. 
Grand Master Battin suggests that these clandestine bodies are recognized 
as Masonic “by Grand Lodges of respectability abroad,” and treats the 
whole^ubjeCt as though an opposition existed among the Fraternity in the 
United States to conferring the degrees on men of color because of their 
II 
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color, and advocates their admission by the wholesale — when they have 
received the degrees, if they have received them at all, irregularly and in 
violation of our law. He says “ he is aware of the prejudice against the 
African race.” He is too good a Mason, knows too much of the history 
of Masonry in America, and of the condition of our regulations, to im- 
agine for an instant, that the objection on the part of American Masons 
to these bodies styling themselves Colored Grand Lodges arises on account 
of color. He knows that our lodge doors are not closed to worthy appli- 
cants, noVnatter what may be their complexion. Good men and true, 
whose presence will not disturb the harmony of a Masonic body, can 
knock at our portals and be admitted. He goes too far when he says that 
whether a man comes from Africa, Carolina, Hindoostan, Arabia, or the 
“ sunny fields of France,” if he is a Mason he should be admitted into 
our Lodges. We fancy that a Mason from the “ sunny fields of France” 
would find some difficulty in passing the doors of any Masonic Lodge in 
Grand Master Battin’s own jurisdiction ; but he is perfectly right if he 
means “ that all Masons in the character of Masons stand upon the most 
perfeCt equality.” And he is equally correCt in stating “that at present 
in our own country we cannot recognize Masons receiving light in colored 
Lodges.” 

We cannot afford to break down a great Masonic principle even in the 
“ centennial year,” for the purpose of carrying out the purposes of Grand 
Master Battin and his committee. 

Quoting the remarks of the Grand Master of Penns3 7 lvania, in 
which he objects to the printing and publishing of any of the 
proceedings of Lodges without the permission of proper Masonic 
authority,” Bro. Whitaker says : 

We believe the Grand Master is right in the premises, and that the dif- 
ficulty that he complains of, prevails more on account of the ambition of 
Masons elected to office to have their names appear in the public prints 
than from any real desire to violate Masonic rules, This petty personal 
vanity can do no one any good, and certainly operates to make our insti- 
tution altogether too public. We do not need to parade it before the pro- 
fane. It is strong enough. We do not need to proselyte. When we are 
compelled to advertise, in order to strengthen our membership in numbers, 
it will be time for us to vote for a dissolution of the Fraternity. 

The Grand Lodge of New Brunswick, following in the foot- 
steps of two or three Grand Lodges on this side of the line, 
adopted a resolution “ making the production of a Grand Lodge 
certificate a pre-requisite for examination” of visitors. On this, 
Bro. Whitaker says : 

If one is a Mason and can so prove himself, he ought to receive Masonic 
courtesy. We are well aware of the European practice with reference to 
certificates, a practice of comparatively modern date, and evidently intro- 
duced to favor Masons, not qualified by knowledge of our work, to prove 
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themselves to be such. To strengthen Masonry in Europe, the practice 
has existed for a long time to make members of those whose influence 
outside of the Fraternity would be valuable in maintaining the standing 
of the institution in the midst of powerful and aggressive opposition. 
Persons of rank and influence in the political world have undoubtedly 
often received our degrees in the old countries, because of their exalted 
personal and influential political position. It was not expeCted, when 
some of these men bad an opportunity to see the light whereby Masons 
work, that they would qualify themselves as a&ive laborers in our quar- 
ries ; and to insure their recognition among the Craft, diplomas were 
issued. In North America no necessity existed for any “ traveling papers.” 
We admit no one to our Lodges, as a rule, who cannot prove his Masonic 
standing. It is, at all events, a great injustice to compel a Masonic 
traveler to produce documentary evidence of his possession of the degrees, 
when he can thoroughly satisfy the Lodge, at whose door he knocks, of 
his right to enter. The right of visitation is an important one, and the 
restrictions now thrown about it are sufficient to preserve peace, harmony 
and the sacred character of our bodies. The right to ask Masonic aid may 
be of the utmost consequence to a brother, who has no certificate of good 
Masonic character about his person. The latter right is one on which he 
can insist, and its denial is a violation of Masonic law. We urge frater- 
nally, but most earnestly, upon our New Brunswick brethren that they 
recede from their position in this matter. 

M.\ W.*. John G. Fleming, Grand Master ; and 
R.*. W.\ J. C. Batchelor, M. D., Grand Secretary, were 
each re-ele<5ted. 

Bro. G. H. Braughn, Chairman Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence. Each of the three foregoing brethren is a resident 
of New Orleans. 


MAINE, 1876. 

The Fifty-seventh Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Maine was held at Portland, May 2 , 1876. 

One hundred and fifty-six Lodges represented. 

One hundred and seventy-four on the roll. 

M.-. W.*. Albert Moore, G.*. M.\, presiding. 

Four Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

Among the decisions reported, we note : 

2. Color is no bar to receiving the degrees in Masonry ; to be free-born 
is requisite. 

9. A Lodge should not receive a petition from a man who cannot write 
his name, but makes his mark. An inability to write involves an inability 
to read writing, hence he could not know what he signed, and therefore 
could not petition intelligently. 
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17. Suspension for non-payment of dues involves the -loss of member- 
ship only, but leaves the brother in the enjoyment of the rights and ben- 
efits of Masonry. On being reinstated, he should pay his dues assessed 
during suspension. Suspension for unmasonic conduct involves the loss 
of all the rights and benefits of Masonry — so that, on being restored, he 
should not be subjected to dues during suspension. 

21. J^hies. Our Lodge wish to have a public holiday — will you grant 
the privilege? Also, can we appropriate the funds of the Lodge for the 
same ? 

Ans. Can conceive of no case in which a Dispensation would be 
granted except for purely Masonic purposes ; and in no case can the Lodge 
fund be devoted to such use. 

The Grand Master last year reported an “ alleged attempt to 
influence members of a jury, in the trial of a cause b} T a party T , 
by allusions to Masonry.” The case had excited considerable at- 
tention, having been extensively published and criticized in the 
newspapers. The committee to which the matter was referred, 
quote from the remarks of counsel, and say : 

If such was the design, it deserves the severest punishment, as it was a 
perversion of Masonry of the grossest character, and the most dangerous 
in its tendenc}". 

If it was not so designed, the injury to Masonry is scarcely less, as those 
who looked on may well have supposed that it was designed. The allusion 
was utterly wrong, and cannot be justified, whatever may have been the 
cause of it. 

If Masons are allowed to carry the institution into courts of justice to 
influence proceedings there, it at once becomes dangerous in the highest 
degree, and as the counsel said, it is doomed , and, moreover, every true 
Mason will add, it ought to be doomed. 

We say right here, that if we had been Grand Master of 
Maine, that we would have suspended the party, and taken pains 
to have given as much publicity to the adt as had been given to 
the report of the trial. 

In this jurisdidtion we have a law against making Masons of 
either u madmen or fools.” 

Not the least interesting feature in the proceedings is the Re- 
ports of the Distridt Deputies. One of them reports : 

After five hours’ drive in getting twelve miles through drifting snow, in 
a blinding storm, I arrived at Phillips, with both ears white, and was glad 
to find that theW.*. M.\ had postponed the meeting of Blue Mountain 
Lodge until tile next afternoon, at which time I witnessed work on the 
third degree, which was done in a very creditable manner, and I am satis- 
fied with the material used on that occasion, for a candidate who will come 
in such intense weather, eight miles — the last three, by compulsion, on 
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foot — and at the expense of a frozen face, has zeal sufficient for a whole 
Lodge of Masons. 

Bro. J. H. Drummond presented a Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, covering . 143 pages, and embracing a review of 
forty-nine Grand Lodges, eight of them — including Minnesota — 
for two years. 

We never could understand how if was that Bro. Abell, Grand 
Secretary of California, was enabled to report, at each session of 
the Grand Lodge, that all of the subordinates had made returns 
and paid dues. Bro. Drummond explains the matter : 

The Grand Secretary says that that fadt has become chronic in that 
State, “ in consequence, perhaps, of the persistent obstinacy of the Grand 
Secretary, who rather prefers to have the laws complied with.” “Persis- 
tent obstinacy” is good, but does not meet the case: “ obstinate persis- 
tence” comes nearer the mark. To be sure, we have never fully credited 
the rumor that Bro. A., when the returns do not come in time, goes for 
them in person, and sits down on the Secretary’s door step and refuses to 
go in or away until the returns are forthcoming; but we have supposed 
that the rumor arose from the general belief in that State that he would 
do all that if the returns did not come ; and so the coon comes down with- 
out waiting to be shot ! 

Under the head of Canada, relative to “blank ballots,” he says : 

But a blank is not a vote , and even if it could be considered as “a vote 
thrown against the successful candidate,” it is an illegal vote. It says 
virtually, I objedt to electing anybody ; but the by-laws say there shall be 
an election ; hence if construed as a vote it is an illegal one. Suppose 
one not a member should be unanimously eledted Master, must not the 
presiding officer declare the eledtion void? Votes for persons ineligible 
must be thrown out as void, and so must blanks. The opposite dodtrine 
would lead to confusion. 

On the matter of “objection” after eledtion, he says, under 
the head of Distridt of Columbia : 

Our fundamental law is, that no one shall be made a Mason in a Lodge 
without the unanimous consent of the members who choose to adt in the 
matter. If any one dissents, he has the right to express his dissent with- 
out its being known who dissents. A convenient' mode of doing this in 
this way, is by the secret ballot, though formerly it was done by a show of 
hands. But this mode of expressing the sentiments of the members has 
no exclusive power in it, and does not foreclose any one who may not be 
present. Such eledtion confers no vested rights. It is the mere assent of 
those present when the vote is taken, in effedt declaring that they are 
willing the candidate should be made a Mason. But one not present does 
not consent, or one present changes his mind, and goes to the Master and 
objedts. He has that right, and moreover is entitled to be protected in it, 
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and have the veil of secrecy thrown over his objection, precisely as if he 
had done it by ballot. He expresses orally what he might have expressed 
by ballot . Hence it follows that the force of the oral obje&ion is the same 
as of an objection by ballot, and is neither more nor less than a rejection. 

In Maine, a visitor is required to present a Grand Lodge 
certificate — diploma — as a pre-requisite for examination. Bro. 
Drummond explains: 

They are to show that the Lodge, in which the holder was made, was a 
regular Lodge, only this, and nothing more; the examination is just as 
full and complete as if he had none; and in these days of clandestine 
Lodges, this precaution we hold to be a wise one, and a practical carrying 
out of the fifteenth charge to a Master at his installation, “ that no visit- 
ors shall be received into jour Lodge without due examination, and fro- 
ducing j>roj>er vouchers of their having been initiated m a regular 
Lodge.” 

Nine pages of the Report are devoted to “ colored Masonry.” 
We present an extra 61 : 

Upon a most thorough and careful examination, with an anxiety to ar- 
rive at the truth, but with an earnest wish, which we do not hesitate to 
avow, that the irregularities in these organizations might be found to be 
of so purely technical a character that they might be healed by legislation, 
and the universality of Masonry demonstrated in a signal manner, we can 
come to no other conclusion than that they are irregular and must be held 
to be clandestine. 

But it is said that they maintain the same principles, have the same 
forms and ceremonies, and pradtice the same Masonry that we pradtice, 
and in the same manner in which we pradtice it; and why not then heal 
them, as has been done in other cases, in which the parties healed were 
held to be equally clandestine? To this (if it is true) one answer is, that 
they are not ready. Should we heal the “ Nationals 1 ’ or the Indepen- 
dents ?” Although there may be some States in which this question does 
not arise, yet no policy must be adopted in this matter which is not a gen- 
eral one, and while there are two rival organizations, they are not ready 
to present this question. 

But beyond this, there is another difficulty, which another generation 
will remove: many of the members of the colored Lodges are not free 
born . It is true that in 1813, the Grand Lodge of England struck out 
li free born ” and inserted “ free man” But in America, it is a landmark, 
that no one can be made a Mason unless he is free born . There may be 
no reason whatever why a free ma?i> though not free born , may not be 
made a Mason ; but that does not signify, as long as the law is otherwise, 
and we cannot see how this difficulty can be removed save by time. 

We cannot see, therefore, that the Masons of to-day can do anything of 
the character proposed by the Grand Lodge of Ohio, or that they are called 
upon to recognize, or that they can recognize, without a violation of the 
landmarks of Masonry, the organizations to which the resolutions of that 
Grand Lodge relate. 
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Under the head of Minnesota, 1876, he says : 

This Grand Lodge closed its session on the thirteenth of January, and 
Bro. Pierson, who was elected Grand Secretary, gives earnest as to the 
promptness with which his duties will he performed, by “ getting out” the 
proceedings in time to place a copy in our hands on the fourth of Febru- 
ary ! The pamphlet contains 214 pages. We trust that we shall not be 
deemed impertinent in recommending this example of Bro. Pierson to 
those Grand Secretaries who take three times as many months , as he did 
' weeks , to do the same thing. We have for three years made a record of 
the date of receiving the various proceedings, and those figures measure 
the energy of Grand Secretaries with great accuracy. 

We have no disposition to interpose our poniard to Bro. 
Drummond’s double-edged claymore, but yet we are not satisfied 
that “ exclusive jurisdiction was claimed as early as 1782.” We 
are not sure that we have the document alluded to, but will find 
it, if possible. 1792 is early enough, so far as the “ Colored 
Question” is concerned 

“Not to our knowledge” — we will try and refresh your mem- 
ory, Bro. Drummond, but not now, for want of space. 

M.*. W.*. Albert Moore, of North Anson, Grand Master ; and 

R.\ W.*. Ira Berry, of Portland, Grand Secretary, were each 
re-eleCted. 

Bro. J. H. Drummond, of Portland, Chairman Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence. 


MASSACHUSETTS, 1875. 

The One Hundred and Forty-second Annual Communication 
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was held at Boston, De- 
cember 8th, 1875. 

One hundred and fifty Lodges represented. 

M.*. W.*. Percival L. Everett, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Five Dispensations for new Lodges wei'e issued during the year. 

The Committee on Charity reported disbursements amounting 
to $1,900, among the applications made to the committee were 
for assistance “ in paying mortgages, publishing books, securing 
patent rights, and introducing a valuable tooth powder.” 

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts adheres to the old custom 
of quarterly meetings, at which most of the business matters are 
attended to, at the Annual Communication the officers are elected, 
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and on St. John’s day — December 27 — they are installed, after 
which comes the banquet. 

In the old charters the Lodges were enjoined to celebrate the 
festival of St. John, a custom which has become almost obsolete 
.in these latter days, but we believe that the brethren would find 
it to their advantage everywhere to revive the old custom. 

The pamphlet before us contains the proceedings had at the 
banquet December, 1875 — the speeches are given in full and con- 
tain much Masonic historical matter of great interest. 

The Territory of Massachusetts is divided into eighteen Masonic 
Districts, each in charge of a District Deputy Grand Master, 
each of whom are required to make an annual written report to 
the Grand Master, these reports are an interesting feature in the 
printed proceedings. 

Massachusetts has two Lodges working under her authority in 
Valparaiso, styled the Chili District, and one in Shanghai, in the 
China District. 

No Report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.*. W.*. Percival L. Everett, Grand Master ; and 

R.\ W.-. Charles H. Titus, Grand Secretary, each of Boston, 
were re-elected. 

MARYLAND, 1876. 

We are in receipt of the proceedings of the Semi-Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maryland held at Balti- 
more, May 9 th, 1876. 

SeventyTwo Lodges represented. 

One hundred and seventy- two on the roll. 

R.-. W.*. Chas. E. Hayward, S.*. G.*. W.*., presiding. 

The address of the Grand Master — whose absence was occa- 
sioned by being the Commissioner of Maryland at the Centennial 
Exhibition — was read by the Junior Grand Warden. 

The Grand Lodge, after a long struggle, has succeeded in pay- 
ing off the floating indebtedness, incident to the building of a 
Temple in Baltimore, and getting its finances in such condition 
as to be able u to meet any obligation it may now please to incur.” 

The Grand Master related a pleasing incident exemplifying the 
good offices of Masonry : 


Appendix* 


85 


1877] 

Among the many persons who apply for aid to the Grand Master, under 
the impression that he has an inexhaustable treasury at his command, 
was a lady, the widow of a Master Mason, who was not only in great need 
of pecuniary assistance, but whose still greater trouble grew out of her 
separation from her son, a lad of some twelve years old, perhaps, who, in 
the chances of the times, had been taken from her, and was residing in a 
remote district of Louisiana, where he was represented to be in a pitiable 
condition. 

The Grand Master wrote a statement of the case to the Grand 
Mastei of Louisiana enclosing the widow’s address ; a long time 
elapsed, hope had almost died out, u when one day the lady 
appeared, as happy a woman ns the Grand Master had ever seen, 
in his office ; — and her boy was at her side.” 

She had come to thank the Masons for the blessing they had bestowed 
on her in restoring him. The rest of the story is soon told: the Giand 
Master of Louisiana had, after a good deal of difficulty, found the child, 
whose condition was fully as destitute as the mother had described, in a re- 
mote part of the State, had employed the agency of the nearest Lodge, and 
in due time the little fellow, “ ragged and bare” almost, was sent to New 
Orleans ; here the Grand Master clothed him respectably and furnished him 
with a through ticket to Baltimore, and the money for his expenses on the 
road; and in a day or two after his arrival here the Grand Master received 
a letter from his M.\ W.\ brother in Louisiana, speaking in the most 
gratifying manner of the bright intelligence of the waif thus restored to a 
happy mother. This anecdote of Masonry would be imperfeCt were the 
name of the Grand Master of Louisiana not to be mentioned. It is M. '. 
W. *. John G. Fleming. 

The following was adopted : 

Resolved , That the subordinate Lodges be and are hereby prohibited 
from the practice of posting the names of petitioners for initiation on 
bulletin boards in the Temple; also from sending notices of the same 
through the mail. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is made at the Annua 
Communication, which we have not received. 

M.*. W.‘. John H. B. Latrobe, Baltimore, Grand Master ; and 

R.-. W.*. Jacob H. Medairy, No. 6, N. Howard street, Balti- 
more, Grand Secretary. 

MICHIGAN, 1876. 

The Thirty-second Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Michigan was held at Grand Rapids, January 25, 1S76, 

Two hundred and ninety-six Lodges represented. 

12 
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Three hundred and twenty-six on the roll. 

M.-. W.-. Geo. H. Durand, G.\ M.*., presiding. 

Nine Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 
Among the decisions we note : 

5. Question . — A brother indulges, in a public place, and before the 
profane, in insulting and contemptious criticism of the official conduct of 
the officers of his Lodge. Is he liable to Masonic discipline? 

Answer. — Yes. Insulting and contemptuous language, used by a bro- 
ther in public and before the profane, in regard to the official conduct of 
the officers of his Lodge whereby his Lodge, as well as the institutions of 
Masonry is brought into contempt before the world, constitutes a Masonic 
offense and should subject the offender to severe discipline. 

8. Question .— Our Lodge has a By-Law declaring that no brother shall 
be eligible to the office of W.\ M.\ who has held the office for two years 
in succession. Is it valid? 

Answer . No. The only limitation to eligibility to that office is, that 
the brother must have been eledted and installed as Warden of a chartered 
Lodge. This having been fixed by the Grand Lodge impliedly prohibits 
any further limitation by a chartered Lodge. 

The Grand Master gives some sound advice to Lodges — he sa} T s : 

The amount of money which a Lodge i may receive for degrees is not 
certain, and when the fixed certain income of a Lodge is smaller than its 
necessary expenditures, and the Lodge thereby becomes financially embar- 
rassed, there is great danger that it will receive, without proper scrutiny, 
such material as is presented for Masonic honors, in order to get money. 
This is not as it should be. A Lodge is never more independent, is never 
in a more fit state to adt promptly and with due Masonic caution upon 
applications made to it for degrees or for membership, than when its 
treasury is in a good sound healthy condition. My brethren, I anr firmly 
convinced that many who are not only unfit to be made Masons, but who 
are really a disgrace to the institution of Masonry, have been taken in by 
Lodges which were financially embarrassed, in order to get money with 
which to meet pressing demands existing against them. 

* 4 * * * 4 

What is the objedt of Masonry, socially considered ? I am decidedly of 
the opinion, that our Lodges have not taken pains enough to properly 
cultivate and maintain those pleasant social relations which are so essen- 
tially necessary to the welfare of our institution, and which are requisite 
in order that 'the attention and interest of the membership may be pre- 
served. Man is eminently social, and Masonry should be an eminently 
social institution. 

4 4 * * 4 4 

Why should not our Lodges have frequent social gatherings, not once 
or twice in a year, but as often as once or twice in a month, when the doors 
shall be thrown open and the wives and sons and daughters of the mem- 
bers admitted to while away a short time in the enjoyment of those inno- 
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cent amusements which constitute the cohesive power of social life? As 
no man can live properly and accomplish those ends which our Great 
Creator meant he should attain to, if deprived of social pleasure, so I 
maintain that no such organization of men can live and prosper, and con- 
tinue healthy and strong, if the rules and requirements of social life are 
either arbitrarily or persistently set at defiance, or entirely negledted. 

The following* was “ laid on the table 

Resolved , That the space occupied for Foreign Correspondence in the 
printed proceedings of this Grand Lodge, shall not exceed an average of 
more than one page for each corresponding Grand Lodge. 

The following was adopted : 

Resolved , That in our judgment the several standing committees 
should be composed entirely of Masters of subordinate Lodges, or mem- 
bers of this Grand Body, and not to receive for their services more than is 
allowed them as Representatives, and thereby save this Grand Body money 
uselessly expended. 

The proceedings say “ the Report of the Committee on For- 
eign Correspondence was received and ordered to be printed.” 
The Grand Secretary, in a note appended to the proceedings, says : 

Note — The Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence not 
having been received up to date, the proceedings have — very reludtantly — 
been sent to press without it. 

Detroit, May 24, 1876. 

M.*. W.*. Mathew H. Maynard, of Marquette, was elected 
Grand Master ; and 

R.*. W.\ Ellery I. Garfield, of Detroit, Grand Secretary. 
MISSOURI, 1876. 

The Fifty-sixth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Missouri was held at St. Louis, October 10th, 1876. 

One hundred and eighty-three Lodges represented. 

Four hundred and eighty- three on the roll. 

M. ■. W.*. James E. Cadle, G.*. M.-., presiding. 

Seven Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

We quote from under the head of decisions : 

“ Can a Lodge try a member for unmasonic condudt which occurred 
while he was Master ?” 

Ans-wer — (£ The Worshipful Master is amenable to the Grand Lodge for 
his adtions during his oflice. After his term expires, and he is no longer 
Master, he is amenable to the Lodge for unmasonic condudt, and can be 
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tried by his Lodge, although the a&s complained of occurred while he was 
Master.” 

u Can a member, who is on trial, employ a profane as counsel ?” 

Answer — “I know of no law permitting profanes to practice before our 
Lodges.” 

* * * £ * * 

When a Lodge fails to enforce law, it must bear the responsibility. 
Other Lodges may partially protect themselves against the vicious by in- 
terposing objections to their visiting, but the Lodge where he holds his 
membership must alone be responsible. Every Lodge is supposed to be 
the exponent of Masonic virtues in its community, and when it fails to 
meet the requirements it is the duty of the Grand Lodge to interpose and 
put a stop to the farcical promulgation of the cardinal virtues. 

A communication was received from the Grand Secretary 
announcing his severe illness and asking to be excused from at- 
tendance at the meeting ; his request was granted and a vote of 
sympathy in his affliction was unanimously passed. 

The following was adopted : 

Resolved , That no Lodge shall be permitted to contract debts, or to en- 
gage in enterprises for building halls, until sufficient available means shall 
have been secured to complete the same. 

Bro. Gouley presented his Eleventh Annual Report on Foreign 
Correspondence in which he reviews with his accustomed ability 
the proceedings of forty Grand Lodges, Minnesota for 1876 in- 
cluded. 

Under the head of Arkansas, he says : 

We demur to the principal of putting it in the power of one man to 
rejeCt a candidate for life, no matter where that candidate may remove to, 
nor how long he may live abroad. It is a well-settled law that a member 
cannot rejeCt a candidate who does not -apply to his Lodge, and even in 
his own Lodge his blackball ceases after one year, and yet the committee 
here say : “ ’Tis a well-settled principle of Masonic Law and Usage, that a 
candidate rejected by a Lodge cannot be accepted by another Lodge with- 
out the consent of the Lodge rejecting him,” whereas the very opposite is 
almost the universal law throughout the Masonic world, excepting only 
Arkansas, and a few other States. It is a law in violation of every princi- 
ple of Masonic equity and justice. We agree that where a candidate has 
been elected and then objected to before initiation, or during his progress 
through the degrees, no other Lodge can take him as a candidate without 
waiver of jurisdiction; but this is not a parallel case to the one before 11s, 
and should such an one be forced to an issue between two Grand Lodges, 
the Arkansas rule would be found to be supported by a fearfully small 
minority of Grand Bodies. 
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He coincides with views expressed by us long ago. Under the 
head of California, he says : 

He very properlv decided that membership commences with eledtion for 
affiliation whether the party signs the By-Laws or not. This formula of 
££ signing the By-Laws” before membership commences is a sort of a farce, 
for in every legally prepared petition for affiliation it is expressly stated 
and signed by the applicant, that if elected, he will abide by the laws, rules 
and regulations of the Fraternity and the Lodge, and also covenants to 
the same when made a Master Mason So that the signing business only 
affords a hole to dodge through either by the Lodge or the applicant, as 
occasion may occur, between election and signing. 

Under Connecticut, he says : 

We cannot agree with the Grand Master in his argument, for under the 
“ Ancient Regulation,” which requires a Master to have first been a War- 
den, it only necessitates twelve month’s delay, as the member on the floor 
who would make a good Master, can be elected at once to the West, and 
surely he won’t spoil in that short time; besides, we think his experience 
there one year will do him a good deal of good in properly learning the 
work. How a man on the floor is ever going to be able to prove to the 
Lodge that he will make a good Master until he has had a trial, we cannot 
imagine, and it is certainly too important an office to try experiments with, 
by electing some member who develops the capacity of his gasometer on 
every question that comes before the Lodge, whereas, while in the chair 
his first letter to the Grand Master might be to find out for how long a 
time his Lodge could ££ adjourn,” and ten chances to one he would have to 
rely on the Wardens, whom he £; jumped,” to confer his degrees for him. 

By the <£ Ancient Regulation,” (which by the way, seems only to have 
got to Connecticut ten years ago,) a Lodge is compelled to pay some atten- 
tion to the qualification of candidates for Warden ship, and by ordinary care 
it insures both good Wardens and Masters, an essential necessity, when it 
is well known that the Master cannot always be present, and one of the 
Wardens must aCt in his stead. 

On the colored question, he says : 

By the adoption of the resolution submitted by the committee, we will 
have, for the first time in the history of the Masonic world, an introduction 
of color in our institution. Up to this time we have never had either 
white, yellow, green or black ££ Masonry” — we have had nothing but Free- 
masonry, pure and simple, open to all nations, climes and colors, whose 
people proved themselves worthy of possessing an unanimous ballot. This 
recognition proposes a white and an African Masonry in Ohio, leaving 
the other Grand Lodges to select which they will treat with, or to rejeCt 
both. The latter will undoubtedly be the alternative generally accepted, 
for how we can consistently hold communications of Masonic equality 
with a state that voluntarily throws away its soverignty we cannot under- 
stand ; nor do we believe the Craft will tolerate it. 

* # * * * 


* 



90 


Appendix. 


1*877 


In conclnsion, to sum up the whole matter, we find, 1st, that the Negro 
Lodges in Ohio are clandestine ; 2d, that some member or members of the 
Grand Lodge have held Masonic communication with, and vouched for, 
them; 3d, that the resolution proposed, if adopted, will destroy the sover- 
eignty of the legitimate Grand Lodge of Ohio; 4th, that recognition is 
based upon the illegal recognition extended by the German League, which 
has placed itself without the pale of general Masonic intercourse in the 
United States; 5th, that if the resolution is adopted, the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio will have no one else to blame if she very soon finds herself cut off 
from any further Masonic recognition by nine-tenths, if not all, the Ameri- 
can Grand Lodges; 6th, can she afford to do this for the sake of an 
Utopian idea based solely upon clandestine characters. 

More copy ! — yes, but just wait until we can record the names 
of Grand Officers for next year. 

M. ■ W.* . Xenophon Rydand. of Lexington, was eledted 

Grand Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. G. Frank Gouley, of St. Louis, re-eledted Grand 
Secretary, and is also the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

MISSISSIPPI, 1876. 

The Fifty-eighth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Mississippi was held at Jackson, February 2d, 1876. 

Two hundred and sixt} r -one Lodges represented. 

Three hundred and seventy-eight on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. A. H. Barkley, G.'. M.-., presiding. 

The G.*. M.’. congratulated himself upon being able to report 
that he had granted but one Dispensation for a new Lodge dur- 
ing the year. 

We select from the decisions reported : 

1. The appropriation of a Lodge Hall as a place for fashionable amuse- 
ments subjects the brethren making such appropriation to discipline by 
the Lodge. 

2. When a brother, by previous notice given, makes public the grounds 
of his objection to the advancement of a candidate, the Lodge may re- 
quire him to prefer charges and specifications. 

3. When the report of the Committee on Complaints and Offenses has 
been received and adopted by the Lodge, and the party charged put upon 
trial, the Lodge has no power to withdraw the charges and specifications ; 
the trial must proceed. 

5. When a Lodge has been informed of the unmasonic conduCt of a 
brother, a demit cannot be granted him until the case has been investigated 
by the Lodge. 
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8. That the acceptance of a fee either to prosecute or defend in a Lodge 
trial, is inimical to the objects and contrary to the nature of the institution 
of Masonry. 

9. When a brother has been charged with unmasonic conduct, and said 
charge is sustained by his own confession, the form of trial may be dis- 
pensed with, but the Lodge has no power to forgive — it must infliCt pun- 
ishment. 

He arrested one Charter because the furniture had been re- 
moved from the Lodge-room and it appropriated as “ a ball room 
and place of meeting for holiday organizations.” 

A dispensation to organize a Lodge bearing the name of a 
living Mason had been granted the previous year, but the Grand 
Lodge for “ satisfactory reasons refused a charter.” 

During the year the Grand Master received a petition from a 
portion of the members for a new Dispensation ; an investigation 
developed the faCt that the party “for whom the Lodge had 
been 1 originally 5 named was living in open violation of the laws 
of the land and contrary to the requirements of decency and self- 
respeCt.” 

We present this case as a warning to brethren not to name 
Masonic bodies after living men. 

In Mississippi, expulsion as a penalty for the non-payment of 
dues is recognized by the Grand Lodge ; the Grand Master says : 

Every year scores of good Masons are lost to the fraternity by the rigid 
enforcement of Section 21, of the By-Laws. Such are the fadts as will 
appear from our printed proceedings. Not less than one hundred and fifty 
during the past year; and the question forces itself upon our attention, 
can we afford it? This question must be met and answered. Would it not 
be wisest and best to make the penalty for non-payment of dues depriva- 
tion of membership? 

Did space permit we would copy the whole of the report of 
Bro. Gathright of a special Committee on the “ Objective Fea- 
tures of Freemasonry . 55 We present selections: 

It is not necessary for brethren to boast of a stand-still benevolence. This 
is not progress. I will propound one or two questions to every Mason who 
hears me, and to every one who may read the address : Are you progress- 
ing? What good thing have you done? (i It is sufficient for the rocks to 
saj r we do no harm. 5 ’ Are you improving your mind by the acquisition 
of useful knowledge ? Are you relieving distress ? Never mind what other 
Masons are doing ; what are you doing? Are you subduing your passions ? 
A truthful response to these queries, audibly spoken on this floor, would, 
I fear, chill the whole Grand Lodge. 
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'* * * + * 4 : 

Every Mason is personally responsible for the character of our beloved 
institution. No one can avoid it. He who is always ready to admit that 
Masonry is much abused, should address himself at once to the cor- 
rections of his own thoughts and aCts. He should study the history 
and genius of Masonry. Official brethren of this Grand Jurisdiction, and 
members of the Grand Lodge, should be sure to aCt as exemplars as well 
as counsellors and legislators. They should instruct their less-informed 
brethren, and do it as brethren, and not as self-appointed monitors. 

* 4 -4 # £ 41 

Is the Grand Lodge of Mississippi satisfied with its status? Is it argued 
that our fraternity is for the improvement of its own members, and that 
good works outside of the membership are gratuities? The outside world 
declares that its citizens challenge a comparison with us for moral purity 
and elevation of character; and good Masons blush when they are forced 
to decline the guage. No man must suppose, that it is intended by these 
observations, to intimate that Masonry is a failure. They are intended to 
arrest the thoughts of brethren who are felicitating themselves with the 
idea that Masonry is magnifying itself in our midst. 

We present selections from the report of the Committee on 
“ Masonic Law and Jurisprudence” : 

Question i. If a case is reversed and a new trial granted, should the 
committee present new charges and specifications, or must the brother be 
tried by the old ones? 

Anszver. He maj’ be tried on the old charges, or they may be amended, 
as it suits the parties. If new charges are preferred the committee should 
report upon them and the accused should be notified accordingly. 

Questio?i 2. Should the proof be re-taken ? 

Anszver. If tried on the old charges, need not be re-taken ; but either 
party may take new testimony under the direction of the Lodge, giving 
notice of the time and place to the opposing party. 

Quest io 7 i 3. If the venue is changed, which Lodge should take the tes- 
timony ? 

Anszver. A Lodge which asks another to try its case should take all the 
testimony and transmit it under seal of the Lodge with the record. This 
would not prevent the admission of new testimony, if the parties should 
desire it. The Lodge trying the case by its authority should see that the 
parties have a fair trial. 

Qtiestion 7. If the chairman of the Committee on Complaints and 
Offenses asks a brother to analyze the testimony for him, in a case on trial, 
or to assist him in conducting the trial, is it rightfor the W.\ M.\ presid- 
ing, shall rule him out? 

Anszver . It is not. Rule 9, is to the point. All technicalities and 
quibbles resorted to in Masonic trials should be discountenanced, and con- 
formity to the rules, in spirit, be observed, so as to secure a fair trial on 
the merits of the case. 

Question 8. Is the prosecutor entitled to a rejoinder after the defense 
has closed his testimony? 
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Answer . The rules do not expressly give him the right, but every mem- 
ber has a right to comment on the testimony, and the W,'. M.\ should 
give the prosecutor the right to rejoin. _ 

Question 10. When an appeal is granted, can either party take addi- 
tional testimony, and send it up to the Grand Lodge, with the transcript 
of the record? 

Answer. They cannot. Upon the discovery of new testimony the 
Grand Lodge might remand the case for a new trial, when new testimony 
might be taken. 

Question 11. Is testimony taken in the absence of either party legal? 

Answer . It is not, unless the opposite party had notice of the time and 
place, or waived his privilege. 

Qiestio?i 12. Is it proper for any member of a committee appointed to 
take testimony of witnesses to act as counsel for the accused, and still re- 
main a member of the committee? 

Answer. It is not only improper, but highly reprehensible. 

Qiestio?i 1 3. Is it right and proper for a member who acts as counsel 
for the accused in any stage of the proceedings to vote in the case? 

Answer. It is improper and ought not to be allowed. 

Question 21. How do E. - , A,\ and F.*. Crafts made in Lodges Under 
Dispensation get their certificates of standing when the Dispensation is 
taken away and the Lodge not chartered ? 

Answer. The Grand Secretary would be authorized to issue certificates 
in such a contingency, if no charges existed against the parties. 

Qiestion 22. How should a Lodge proceed against one of its members 
who refuses to cast his ballot on a petition, after having asked to be excused 
and by the Lodge refused? Or can a Lodge compel a member to vote? 

Answer. * * * A member refusing to vote violates the law, and 

unless excused should be put upon his trial for it and for contumacy. 

Qiestion 23. What are the prerogatives and duties of Masters of Lodges, 
when standing or special committees neglect their duties, and fail to re- 
port duly, after due notice of their appointment? 

Answer. Masters have the right, and so have Lodges, and it is their 
duty, to require committees to perform the work assigned them, and when 
derelict, to reprimand and continue or dismiss them as he or they may 
think the interest of the Lodge may justify. Mere forgetfulness is not a 
valid excuse. 

Qiestion 2 4. Are widows and orphans of deceased Masons who were 
prior to and at the time of their death suspended, either for unmasonic 
conduct or for non-pajnnent of dues, entitled to the benefits of Masonry? 

Answer. * * * A suspended Mason is described by intelligent 

Masonic writers as one ££ whose rights are placed in abeyance, and he can 
neither visit Lodges, hold Masonic communication, nor receive fraternal 
relief during the period for which he has been suspended.” 

Our By-Laws now in force do not use the word suspension, but depriva- 
tion of membership as a penalty for non-payment of dues. That these 
terms have been regarded by the Craft for years, as synonymous, we are 
inclined to believe, but recently a distinction has been made by adhering 
to the letter of the law, and that deprivation of membership only affects 

13 
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the standing of the brother with his Lodge, and deprives him of no other 
Masonic right. * * * When a Mason is suspended — all his rights and 

benefits are suspended, and having no rights himself, his family, widow 
and orphans, can have none. This does not relieve us from the ordinary 
obligations of charity — for that is a duty incumbent on all men. 

The Grand Lodge “ approved and adopted” a “Blue Lodge 
Text Book” prepared by the Grand Secretary, Bro. J. L. Power. 

Send us a copy, Bro. Power. 

The Grand Lodge authorized the re-printing of its earlier pro- 
ceedings. 

Relative to the proposed adtion of the Grand Lodge of Ohio 
on the Negro Question, the following resolutions reported by a 
special committee were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved , By the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of Mississippi, that it respectfully, but earnestly re- 
monstrates with its sister of Ohio against the adoption of said report, and 
fraternally calls upon it to desist from a course which if presisted in will 
inevitably sow the seeds of interminable discord within the Masonic insti- 
tution, and greatly imperil, if not eventually destroy its very existence. 

Resolved, further. That this Grand Lodge asserts the true doctrine of 
American Grand Lodge jurisdiction to be, that but one lawful Grand Lodge 
can exist in the same State or Territory, and that it would view the crea- 
tion, or recognition, of a second Grand Lodge in any State, or Territory, 
of the United States, as unlawful and void, and in itself would operate as 
a severance of Masonic intercourse with any Grand Lodge for violating 
this fundamental principle of Masonic law. 

A testimonial in the form of “an elegant and massive gold 
jewel” was presented to the Grand Secretary by the Grand Lodge. 

'Bro. T. S. Gath right presented a Report on Foreign Corres- 
pondence embracing a review of the proceedings of forty-three 
Grand Lodges, Minnesota not included. Three copies of our pro- 
ceedings were sent to the Grand Secretary, and one diredt to Bro. 
Gathright. 

Under Ohio, he says : 

Free Masonry being universal* any discrimination against a man who 
has the necessary qualifications and passes the scrutiny of the secret bal- 
lot, is wrong, no matter what may be his color or race. Any discrimina- 
tion in favor of one man above another, merely on account of the color of 
His skill, is wrong. There are corrollaries growing out of the general 
proposition of universality. No man has any claims on the institution of 
Free Masonry t no man has any right to demand admission into its mys- 
teries » taut his qualities of head and heart, and not the color of his skin, 
should commend him to the favorable consideration of the Craft. This 
being granted, this committee can see no propriety in establishing or 
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recognizing Grand or Subordinate Lodges for the special benefit of any 
race or color of men. 

In reply to the argument of prejudice, it is only necessary to state, that 
Masonry takes humanity as it finds it. Its landmarks are immovable, 
and its requirements are inflexible. Men are more or less made up of 
prejudices, and, if divested of these, we should approach a state not 
dreamed of in the slumbers of our fathers. King Solomon belonged to a 
race of men who were the most exclusive people on the earth ; and this 
fadt is in harmony with our present idea of the institution. Masonry is 
not for the multitude, but should be a bond between good men and true. 
We do not hesitate to say, that there are thousands of white men in our 
Lodges, whose alienation from the fraternity would work it great advan- 
tage. This, however, does not admit that seledtions can be based on 
the idea of color, but upon those internal qualifications which should re- 
commend a man to be made a Mason. 


M.*. W.*. John Y. Murry, of Ripley, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W. J. L. Power, of Jackson, re-eledted Grand Secretary. 
Bro. T. vS. Gathright, of Jackson, Chairman Foreign Cor- 
respondence Committee. 


MONTANA, 1875. 

The Eleventh Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Montana was held at Radersburg, October 5, 1875. 

Sixteen Lodges represented. 

Nineteen on the roll. 

The Grand Master “was prevented from being in attendance 
by the sudden death of his child.” 

R.‘. W.*. Harry R. Comly, D.*. G.*. M.*., presided. 

The Grand Secretary presented and read the address of the 
Grand Master. He reported : 

I also decided that re-installation of an officer of a Lodge was unneces- 
sary, unless one or more terms intervene between the present and former 
elections. 

We do not subscribe to the do&rine,— install every time. 

I also decided that an adtual member may, by vote of the Lodge, become 
an honorary member and hold both relations to the Lodge. 

We subscribe to the following recommendation : 

I would suggest that the Grand Lodge By-Laws pertaining to Lodges be 
so changed as to allow the subordinate Lodges to eledt to three degrees at 
one ballot. I think that a candidate, after having been subjected to zealous 
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scrutiny by an investigatingcommittee, has received the degree of E.\ A.*., 
he is entitled to more consideration than a profane, and that, on all the 
principles of justice, he has a right to know the objections to his advance- 
ment, or, at least, that the Lodge should know from whence they come. 

The income of the Grand Lodge for the year was $2,018. 
Provision was made for re-printing the proceedings from the 
organization of the Grand Lodge. 

We regret to record that a committee was appointed ’‘to devise 
and report to this Grand Lodge a plan for a Masonic Life Insur- 
ance Company.” 

“ Beware of entangling alliances,’ 5 was the advice given years 
ago in another direction, but it is peculiarly applicable to 
Masonry. 

A resolution was adopted making it obligatory upon the Sec- 
retaries of subordinate Lodges to record the names of all present 
— members and visitors — at each meeting. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence, presented by Bro. 
Cornelius Hedges, is one of the best that has come under our 
notice. He reviews the proceedings of fort}' -three Grand Lodges 
— Minnesota included — in a manner that affords no opportunity 
for adverse criticism. Bro. Hedges styles Minnesota the u North 
Star jurisdiction.” He reviews pretty fully our proceedings for 
1875. He does not concur with several of Bro. Griswold’s de- 
cisions ; of No. 13 he says : 

In No. 13, if we understand his position, a member may lose his mem- 
bership entirely in a Lodge for non-payment of dues, but a suspension of 
that membership would be null and void. If the law provides one form of 
punishment and excludes all others, his position might be good ; but if the 
law allows simply a certain penalty and a Lodge chooses to administer a 
lesser penalty, we think they have the right to do so, and should they at- 
tempt to administer an excessive punishment, it would be void only as to 
the excess. 

Bro. Griswold’s decision was not only right, as in accordance 
with our Constitution, but also in accord with the genius of 
Masonry as we understand it. With us, “ suspension of mem- 
bership ” and “suspension” do not imply one and the same 
thing ; suspension cuts off all Masonic intercourse, a penalty 
which we do not inflict for the non-payment of dues. 

Confidentially, Bro. Hedges, that said $3,500 has gone where 
the “woolbine twineth.” One further remark : We do not 
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u scissors,” — learned a new way, — got the hint from Bro. Drum- 
mond, — send the books to the printer, with selections marked. 

M.*. W.\ Harry R. Comly, of Helena, was eleCted Grand 
Master ; and 

R.-. W.\ Cornelius Hedges, of Helena, re-eleCted Grand 
Secretary, and is also Chairman Foreign Correspondence Com- 
mittee. 


MANITOBA, 1876. 

By the favor of the Grand Secretary, we are in the receipt of 
a copy of the proceedings had on the organization of the Grand 
Lodge of Manitoba, to replace the one borrowed by some kind 
friend without our leave. 

The First Annual Communication was held t at the city of 
Winnipeg, June 14, 1876. 

Three Lodges represented. 

“R.*. W.*. Bro. Hon. W. N. Kennedy, Act. Grand Master,” 
presided. 

The address of the Grand Master — who was not present — 
was read by the Grand Secretary. 

We note the decisions reported : 

1. What questions are proper to be put to a visiting brother by the board 
of trial ? 

Answer . — Any question within the ancient landmarks bearing upon the 
degree examined on. 

2. Is it proper to ask a visiting brother, “ Are you free by birth?” and 
how should the W.\ M.\ a<ft if the answer be in the negative? 

Answer . — It is a proper Masonic question. In case the question should 
be in the negative, I decided that the conferring of the degree in a regu- 
larly constituted Lodge ipso fa<%o entitles the recipient to all the privileges 
of that degree. That when fai5ts are overlooked or suppressed, the degree 
is not invalid on that account; Masonry cannot withdraw any privilege 
conferred except fo r post fa&o cause, and, then only after due trial; should 
any be admitted to the privileges of Masonry contrary to the ancient land- 
marks, that is the fault of the conferring authority, but cannot operate to 
the prejudice of the recipient. 

3. Who can admit visitors? 

Answer . — The W. *. M.\ has the inherent ri^ht to admit or exclude visitors 
without assigning any reason for his conduct; but should it appear that 
he has a6ted to the prejudice of the brother or the Constitution, he is 
amenable to his Grand Lodge. 
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' Two Dispensations for new Lodges were issued during the 
year. 

The receipts for the year were $ 331 * 75 * 

Two committees were appointed “to exemplify, at the next 
meeting of the Grand Lodge, the two methods of work ” practiced 
in the jurisdiction. 

The Grand Lodge is in a prosperous condition, and harmony 
prevails in its councils. We bid it God-speed. 

M.*. W.*. W. N. Kennedy was eleCted Grand Master; and 

R.-. W.*. John H. Bell re-eleCted Grand Secretary’, each of 
Winnipeg. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1875. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of New 
Hampshire was held at Concord, May 19, 1875* 

Fifty-six Lodges represented. 

Eighty-nine on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. Nathaniel W. Cumner, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

One Dispensation for a new Lodge issued during the year. 

Thirty-two is the smallest membership of any Lodge in the 
jurisdiction. 

Large amount of business was transacted, but of local interest. 

Bro. Nathan P. Hunt presented the Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, embracing a review of the proceedings of forty- 
seven Grand Lodges, among which Minnesota for 1874 has a 
place. We have perused the report with much pleasure ; no 
occasion for apologies for imperfections, Bro. Hunt. 

M.'. W.-. William Barrett, of Nashua, was eleCted Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. John A. Harris, of Concord, re-eleCted Grand 
Secretary ; and 

Bro. J. J. Bell, of Exeter, resumes his old position on the 
Foreign Correspondence Committee. 

NEW JERSEY, 1876. 

The Eighty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of New Jersey was held at Trenton, January 19th, 1876. 
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One hundred and thirty-three Lodges represented. 

One hundred and forty-three on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. William A. Pembrook, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Two Dispensations for new Lodges were issued during the 
year. 

For a number of years past the Grand Lodge of New Jersey 
has been favored at its opening, with the singing of an original 
ode, written for the occasion. We are strongly tempted to copy 
the one in the proceedings before us — and we will : 

Welcome ye brothers dear 
Once more assembled here 
In conclave grand. 

Pleasant it is to meet, 

In this revered retreat, 

Holding communion sweet, 

Joined, heart and hand. 

Brothers, an anthem raise, 

Join in a song of praise 
With one accord. 

Come let our voices blend, 

Let earnest pray’rs ascend 
To him our surest friend, 

Great God, our Lord ! 

Hear Thou our humble pray’r, 

Extend Thy loving care 
To craftsmen here. 

And, gracious God ! ordain 
That in Thy sacred fane 
Sweet peace and concord reign 
Our toils to cheer. 

Father ! to Thee w*e owe 
All we enjoy below' 

In mercy given. 

By Thee, our first and best, 

Are we supremely blest; 

On thee we humbly, rest 
Our hopes of Heaven ! 

The Grand Master announced the death — May 24, 1875 — of 
“ R.-. W.’. Bro. George Vail, Past Junior Grand Warden.” 
Strange thing the brain; matters long ago forgot, start up as of 
yesterday when some early association is alluded to. The an- 
nouncement brings to mind occurrences of near three score years 
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ago. When children we were near neighbors — u born within a 
stone’s throw.” The scenes are as vivid — although not thought of 
for years — when on a boyish visit to grand parents, we witnessed 
George and Alfred Vail and their father assisting Morse at 
Speedwell in putting up the poles, and extending the wires when 
experimenting with his rude telegraphic apparatus. Now all are 
gone, Alfred, the father, Morse, George. 

We note among the decisions reported : 

5. After a candidate has been eledted, if objections are made to his in- 
itiation, the initiation should be stayed and a committee of investigation 
appointed. After the report of the committee the Lodge may decide the 
question of initiation by a majority vote. If it be decided in the negative 
the proposition fee should be returned. 

6. Neither an oath nor an affirmation should be required from a Master 
Mason summoned to testify in a Masonic trial. His testimon}' should be 
taken upon his honor and his obligations as a Master Mason. 

7. ConviCtion in a civil court does not set aside the necessity of a 
Masonic trial. 

Brethren of Minnesota read the following again and again, 
copied from the conclusion of the address of the Grand Master : 

In fulfilling the doCtrine of love to each other, it would be well to re- 
member, that in the great light of Masonry it is written, “Love is the 
fulfilling of the law,” and also to remember that if any law of Masonry be 
golde?i it is the law of love. And seeing a brother who is burdened with 
life’s cares and anxieties, or struggling to bear up under its misfortunes 
and trials, we should cheer him by aCts of kindness and with words of 
sympathy and encouragement. Or, if perchance, while ascending with 
toil the hill of life he has grown weary and discouraged, and yielding to 
the strong influence of the tempter has fallen in dispair, let no brother 
utter the sentence of condemnation, but in accordance with that love that 
makes our brotherhood a unit, promptly render that assistance, upon 
which, perhaps, his very existence depends. For by so doing we may not 
only fan to a flame the last spark of hope that lingers in the dying embers 
of a disheartened soul, but secure for ourselves the approval of Him who 
is not unmindful of even a cup of cold water given in his name to a 
thirsty soul. 

“Ah, the pains that might be lightened. 

Every hour and every day ; 

If we would but hear the pleadings 
Of the hearts that go astray. 

“ If we would but help the erring, 

Ere we utter words of blame ; 

If we would, how many might we 
Turn from paths of sin and shame? 
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** Let us lift our fainting brothers, 

Let us strengthen ere we chide ; 

Let us ere we blame the fallen 
Hold a light to cheer and guide.” 

Time, patience and perseverance has enabled the Grand Lodge 
to procure a steel plate engraving of Daniel Cox who was Pro- 
vincial Grand Master in 1729. 

The Grand Secretary received and paid to the Grand Treas- 
urer during the year $5,843.26. 

P.\ G.*. M.*. Bruen, who was made a Mason in 1817, read a 
very interesting address in acknowledgment of the reception of 
a jewel presented by the Grand Lodge. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence was again presented 
by Bro. Marshall B. Smith, his last, at least for the present as 
the brethren of New Jersey have made him their Grand Master. 
The Report contains a brief review of the proceedings of forty- 
one Grand Lodges, Minnesota for 1875 receives a proportionally 
large share of attention. 

M.*. W.*. Marshall B. Smith, of Passaic, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. Joseph PI. Hough, of Trenton, re- elected Grand 
Secretary. We believe that now Bro. Hough ranks as the oldest 
Grand Secretary on the continent if not of the world, he is also 
Chairman of the Foreign Correspondence Committee. 

NEW YORK, 1876. 

The Ninety-fifth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of New York was held in the City of New York, June 6th, 1876. 

Six hundred and sixty-three Lodges represented. 

Seven hundred and sixty- two on the roll. 

M.*. W.’. Ellwood E. Thorne, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Thirteen Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The trustees of the Hall and Asylum Fund presented a very 
lengthy report, in fa£t a history in detail from the inception of 
the fund in the year 1842, down to May 1st, 1876. 


The lots upon which the Hall is built cost $340,000 00 

Building and incidentals connected therewith 1,155,804 44 

Furniture 94,458 52 

Total amount cash thus far paid $1,590,262 96 

H 
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The fund is indebted $794,015.00. 

The income from rents, etc., amount to $51,769.00. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

4. Resolved , That this Grand Lodge deems it injudicious for any of its 
elective or appointed officers to appear and aft as counsel for either party 
before a Masonic Commission appointed to try offenses. 

The D.-. D.-. G.*. M.*. of the First District suggests as u the 
most effectual method of preventing unaffiliations 

The most effeftual method of preventing unaffiliations, as well as secur- 
ing a good and regular attendance upon Lodge meetings is to cultivate 
the social relation among Masons, — and not among a few members of the 
Lodge, but among them all, — and thus creating on the part of the mem- 
bers an interest in each other and in the meetings. The “ festivals” of 
the Craft are now almost entirely neglefted, and by many of our members 
I have no doubt their origin, their meaning and the manner of their for- 
mer celebration are almost unknown. If we would adopt some of the 
usages of our fathers, abandon the idea that all of Masonry is the “work,” 
rid our Lodges of the caste feelings that are too frequently indulged by 
some of the members, and make our meetings occasions for fraternal 
greetings, of which there shall be pleasant memories, the hundreds, who, 
wearied with the “ oft told tale” now forsake our meetings, and eventually 
drop out of the fraternity, would become possessed of, and retain, all the 
zeal and enthusiasm of their early Masonic life. Suffolk Lodge, No. 401, 
of Port Jefferson, has provided itself with all the fixtures requisite for the 
preparation for, and enjoyment of, “ the hour of refreshment,” and a clam 
chowder and a cup of coffee, costing each member a mere trifle, affords 
them a frequent social evening, a kind of family gathering that does more 
to strengthen the friendships and the ties of the brethren and to create a 
permanent interest in the Lodge, than would a dozen 42d Seftions. 

Another remedy for unaffiliations will be found in the persistent and 
repeated demands, or requests, by the Secretary for payment of dues. 
Very many members get behind in their dues from mere carelessness, and 
not through indention. If Secretaries would send monthly “statements 
of account” to all delinquents, beginning promptly while the amount due is 
small, very few would long negleft to pay the amount of their debt; the 
Lodge would be amply compensated by the increase of its funds ; the 
Secretary instead of having more work would have less, for he would have 
few delinquents on his books ; and the penalties of the 46th Seftion would 
need to be less frequently resorted to. An application of the ordinary 
business rules in the financial affairs of our Lodges, would be of as great 
benefit to them as it is to individuals in private matters, and I cannot 
understand why such rules are so seldom observed by Lodge officers. 

Total number of affiliated Master Masons in the jurisdiction, 
81,882. 

The increase during the year as reported was 5 ) 7 ^ 5 * 
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And the reductions during the same period 5,970. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence presented a report 
embracing a critical review of the proceedings of forty- six Grand 
Lodges on this continent, and of eleven European. 

We presume that Bro. John W. Simons is the author of the 
review of the American Grand Lodges, and Bro. Sackreuter of 
the German, Hungarian, &c. ; our recollection is that, according 
to Corson, next to the English and French, Simons is most pro- 
ficient in the “ Choctaw.” 

Bro. Simons differs with the Grand Master of Montana ; under 
the head of Delaware, we find : 

We notice that at the installation of officers the Grand Master and Grand 
Secretary having been re-eledted were not installed, hence as we under- 
stand it, the Grand Master and Grand Secretary of Delaware, elected at 
the sixty-eighth annual communication are not in office, the stations being 
filled by the late incumbents holding over . Or, in other words, we sub- 
mit that when the term for which an officer has been elected is completed 
and another election takes place, whether the person so elected be the 
same one previously in occupation of the office or another, the ceremony 
is not complete nor the officer eledt qualified to proceed with his duties 
until an installation has taken place. 

Under the head of Indiana, he says : 

A proposition to limit the time within which an elected candidate can 
present himself for the degrees, was, we are more than delighted to see, 
referred to the discretion of the subordinates. The tendency of all our 
Grand Bodies is to overmuch legislation ; hence, we rejoice to note every 
circumstance which points to some rights in the subordinate which the 
Grand Body is bound to respect. 

Under the head of Minnesota, noticing our report for 1876, he 
says : 

Our brother seems to wonder that there is no fun in our report. While 
we cheerfully admit that we are still as fond of ££ lafture” as ever, yet the" 
present aspect of Masonic affairs is such that we are compelled to be ^eri 
ous. When the dangers we see in the near future have been safely passed, 
we shall be prepared to laugh as long and loudly as any one, provided we 
are still left. 

A distinguished son of New York on one occasion remarked 
that he had confidence u in the second sober thought” of the 
people, we have confidence in the Masonic fraternity, that in no 
jurisdiction will the Craft allow the old laws to be trampled under 
foot to suit the fancies of a few.. We have confidence that the 
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Craft will “ stand to and abide by” the old interpretation of the 
landmarks, and that they will not accept a new one to effect a 
specific purpose. 

Relative to By-Laws that provide for the disfranchisement of 
members at eledtion of officers, for non-payment of dues, he says 
in his comments on Bro. Gouley’s report : 

We answer that we do so, first, because it is the law; and, secondly, be- 
cause we think it right and eminently fair. The matter of dues is a purely 
domestic one, to be regulated by each Lodge as between itself as a whole 
and the members as individuals. When a brother joins a Lodge he enters 
into a contract to support, maintain, and abide by the By-Laws, rules, and 
regulations thereof; and the Lodge, on its part, agrees to protect him, in 
consequence, in all the rights and privileges of membership. If the Lodge 
fails in its share of the agreement, the Grand Lodge will promptly bring 
it to book; and we cannot see why, if the member fails in his agreement, 
he should not submit to the consequences he has agreed to in advance. 
The right to vote for officers, or any other purely local right in the Lodge, 
is a conditional one, resting on the agreement set forth in the By-Laws, 
which it is the duty of every member to support. We imagine that Bro. 
Gouley and those who think with him do not make a sufficient distinction 
between general and local rights, and confound the domestic affairs of a 
single Lodge with those of the Craft in general. Making this distinction, 
we trust that he and they will see with us, that family matters are better 
left to the family to arrange, and that the less Grand Lodges have to do 
with them the better. 

We are puzzled ; under the head of Ohio, Bro. Simons copies 
that part of the Grand Master’s address relating to “ colored Ma- 
sonry,” also extracts from the u New Day — New Duty” report, and 
says : 

The Grand Master of Minnesota, at the Annual Communication last 
January, takes similar ground to that occupied by Grand Master Battin 
and his committees. It appears however, that the Minnesota Committee 
on Correspondence were not aware of the opinion of the Grand Master, 
as will be seen by the following from the pen of M.\ W. *. Bro. Pierson, 
Chairman. 

The puzzle consists in his complimenting us by making an 
extract from our report, after saying that we u were not aware of 
the opinion of the Grand Master !” 

Does Bro. Simons consult the opinions of his Grand Master, 
and fashion his reports accordingly? and judge others by himself? 
A quarter of a centuiy ago when we first knew Bro. John, he 
had the reputation of being fearless and independent ; has he 
changed? The above is the first indication that we have seen 
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pointing in that direction. In the days long past we have known 
him to stand up alone, battling for the right, when the powers of 
the time were arrayed against him — he came off victorious. Has 
he forgotten the past, and now fashions his opinions to harmonize 
with the powers of the day P If not, why so judge of others ? 

The u Minnesota Committee on Correspondence” were “ aware 
of the opinion of the Grand Master,” and he saw a part at least of 
the report before it was printed. The Minnesota committee en- 
deavor at all times to treat the Grand Master with all due respeCt, 
and would perhaps strain a point to accord with him, but when 
it is demanded or required of the committee to mould its opinions 
so as to refleCt those of a Grand Master, on important questions, 
it will have to be reconstructed. 

No Grand Master has ever attempted to dictate to us in any 
matter in connection with our reports, — may have suggested that 
they were too brief - — we get them up in such a way as we think 
will suit the C? aft ; of course we would not willfully put-ourself 
in opposition to the Grand Master ; on a subjeCt of no particular 
importance in which we knew there was a difference of opinion, 
we would let it alone in our report ; but upon a subjeCt of the im- 
portance to the Craft everywhere, like the foregoing one that is 
exciting the attention of the brethren in all our Grand Lodges ; 
which is threatening to undermine the whole fabric of Masonry, 
whether of any moment or not, we would express our opinion 
despite all the Grand Masters in creation. 

On the Negro question, one word, before we proceed to pre- 
sent an extrad from Bro. Simons’ report. We are willing to 
extend to the Negro all the rights, privileges, immunities, etc., 
which his manhood entitles him to, but, we are not in favor of 
extending to him privileges because he is a Negro that we could 
not, nor would not extend to the white man. 

Bro. Simons says : 

Admitting, as we freely do, that African Lodge, No. 459, of Boston, was 
duly constituted by a warrant from the Grand Lodge of England, which, 
though granted in 1784, only became operative by reaching those for 
whom it was intended in 1787; waiving any discussion of its subsequent 
demise, its assertions in 1827 of absolute independence of all authority 
and its imitation of what, it must be admitted, has been done before in 
Europe, namely, erecting itself into a mother Lodge^and granting war- 
rants to parties in other States in which regularly established Grand 
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Lodges were already in existence and occupancy, we assert that its inva- 
sion of the State of New York in 1828, which State had been lawfully oc- 
cupied by a regular Grand Lodge since 1781, was precisely the same aCt 
in nature as that since perpetrated by the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, and 
that in both cases the invaders are clandestine and without a shadow of 
claim or color of right in their proceedings. 

* * * I* * * 

The object of the promoters of this precious scheme seems to us to 
ignore all the laws and usages of Masonry, to break down the only possible 
safeguard for our continued existence, and to substitute chaos and confusion 
for the symmetry and order we have hitherto known. And this, too, not 
because their proteges are better men and better Masons than we are, not 
because they can do anything for the Fraternity or its advancement we 
cannot do, but simply because they are colored men, as if that had any- 
thing possible to do with the question. Masonry has no color line; makes 
no distinction of rank, caste, nationality, religion, politics, or color; its 
doors are open to every respectable man possessing the needed qualifica- 
tions and who can successfully pass the scrutiny of the ballot, and that 
failing him, we know of no legal w~ay by which he can be “ resolved” into 
the Fraternity. 

* * * * * * 

We cannot, therefore, give our assent to the Ohio proposition, and trust 

that that jurisdiction will continue in the ranks of the legitimate upholders 
of American Masonry by refusing to mistake sentiment for law and by 
avoiding entangling alliances with clandestine and unauthorized associa- 
tions calling themselves Masons. 

With reference to 4 4 Sorrow Lodges, 5 ' he says under the head 
of Texas : 

With the views here expressed we cannot agree, but, on the contrary, 
think that occasional public Lodges of Sorrow are beneficial to the Craft 
and the spectators, even though some of the brethren named in the mor- 
tuary list may have been dead for years. The objeCt in view is not to bury 
Csesar, nor yet altogether to praise him, but thus to recall the memory of 
the departed brethren, to find in their lives' and conversations so reviewed 
fresh inspiration for good aClions on our own parts, and thus to demon- 
strate to the younger Craftsmen and the world that, with us, to live is not 
all of life, nor to die all of death; that the faithful, the earnest, and the 
true, though death may have claimed them for his own, still labor with us 
by their example and our remembrance. 

If we do not find at the end of our notice of the American 
Grand Lodges that we have got to the length of our u thether,” 
we shall avail ourselves of the New York report, and present ex- 
tracts from the proceedings of the European Bodies. 

M.\ W.*. James W. Husted, of Peekskill — address, 19 Court- 
land St., New York — was eleCted Grand Master ; and 
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R.*. W.'. James M. Austin, of New York, re-eledted Grand 
Secretary. 

Bro. John W. Simons, of New York, Chairman Foreign Cor- 
respondence Committee. 

NORTH CAROLINA, 1875. 

The Eighty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of North Carolina was held at Raleigh, December 6, 1875. 

One hundred and sixty-six Lodges represented. 

Three hundred and forty-three on the roll. 

M.*. W.'. George W. Blount, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Nine Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 
We note a few of the decisions reported : 

7. That a motion to “lay on table” is admissible in Masonic bodies, 
according to invariable precedent and general parliamentary law. 

8. That Lodge-rooms should be used exclusively for Masonic purposes. 
Their use for balls, parties, etc., should be forbidden. Joint proprietor- 
ship with other societies is not favored, though this may be regulated by 
each Lodge according to its circumstances and surroundings. 

11. Non-payment of a debt, from one brother to another, unaccompanied 
with any fraudulent intent, is not sufficient ground on which to base a 
charge of unmasonic conduct. 

The unfortunate circumstances of a brother should call for commisera- 
tion rather than a visitation of punishment. 

13. Accused cannot testify in his own behalf; the Lodge may hear his 
statement, giving to it such weight as it deserves. 

The testimony of a freedman is competent, taken as the testimony of 
other profanes. As to the credibility of any testimony, the Lodge must be 
the judge, from the character of the witness, his demeanor and general 
bearing on the stand. 

14. That testimony taken in a civil suit is not competent, and cannot be 
read in evidence against one accused of Masonic crime in atrial by a Lodge, 
nor can the letters of a non-resident in answer to questions touching the 
case, unless by the consent of the accused and the Lodge. Convidtion by 
the civil cdurts does not, of course, carry convidtion by the Lodge. The 
Mason, under charges, must be tried according to Masonic usages. 

17. That the marriage of a Mason’s widow annuls her claims as such to 
Masonic charit3^, but does not affedt the rights of the children. 

The tidal wave to eredl Masonic temples struck North Carolina, 
and the Grand Lodge subscribed ten thousand dollars towards 
such an enterprise before she was ready. 

The care of orphans is receiving considerable attention ; here 
is practical use ot Masonic funds. The two asylums in North 
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Carolina are under the fostering care of the Grand Lodge, and 
appear to be doing a great amount of good. 

One case we note, that was reported upon by the Committee on 
“ Suspensions and Expulsions” : 

Charge, unmasonic conduct; specification, not obeying a legal sum- 
mons ; sentence, expulsion. From what appears by the record, the brother 
ought to have been expelled, and so ought all brethren who 'willfully and 
contemptuously refuse to obey a legal Masonic summons ; it is, and ought 
to be, a high Masonic offense. 

No report on Foreign Correspondence, for the reason that 
none of the committee had time to prepare one. 

M.*. W.\ George W. Blount, of Wilson, Grand Master ; and 

R.-. W.*. Donald W. Bain, of Raleigh, Grand Secretary, were 
each re-eleCted. 

Bro. George B. Harris, of Henderson, Chairman Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence. 


NEBRASKA, 1875. 

The Eighteenth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Nebraska was held at Lincoln, June 23, 1875. 

Forty-nine Lodges represented. 

Fifty-four on the roll. 

M.’. WV. Frank Welch, G.'. M.*., presiding. 

Seven Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

Among the decisions reported, we note : 

1. Money accompanying a petition should not be passed into the 
treasury of a Lodge before a favorable ballot. 

4. A member of a Lodge is not liable for dues during term of sus- 
pension. 

6. The floating indebtedness of a Lodge cannot be considered as dues, 
nor is it a condition precedent to the obtaining of a demit, that the brother 
applying therefor should pay his pro rata share of the same, unless it be 
regularly assessed as dues and expressed in the By-Laws of the Lodge. 

8. A Lodge has no right to confer degrees upon an applicant whose 
residence is insufficient, notwithstanding the Lodge in whose jurisdiction 
he formerly resided may grant permission. 

The Grand Secretary has a practical appreciation of proprieties. 
He says : 

Your Secretary continues to observe his rule of expending no more 
money than is regularly appropriated and is available, believing that in 
this manner only can the Grand Lodge continue prosperous. The appro- 
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priations of the Grand Lodge last year were liberal and sufficient, but 
funds were available only for incidental expenses and the stereotyped reprint. 

It is a new feature to us, that Lodges must submit their seals 
for the approval of the Grand Master. 

The Grand Secretary recommended : 

That during the incoming year the Grand Secretary, if possible, visit 
each chartered Lodge, for the purpose of examining the records, com- 
pendiums, etc. 

Which we think a good move and so did the Grand Lodge ; 
the suggestion was adopted. 

A committee was appointed to report upon the practicability of 
reducing the volume of the printed proceedings. The committee 
reported in favor of authorizing the Grand Secretary to condense 
the reports of the Committees on Charters, Dispensations and 
Accounts, and to curtail the reports of other committees, except 
that on Foreign Correspondence, with reference to which they 
say: 

2. That we are opposed to condensing or omitting the report on Foreign 
Correspondence, believing that in a well-written review of the proceedings 
of sister jurisdictions just credit may be reflected upon ourselves. We also 
are of opinion that such reports tend to promote fraternal feeling and an 
interchange of fraternal courtesies between officers and members of the 
various jurisdictions, and that if Nebraska can hereafter secure the services 
of as efficient, able, and faithful committee as labored upon the report of 
1874, we shall have no cause to regret any comparison between our own 
and the reports of other states. 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge are stereotyped each 
year. 

We present an extradt from the Oration delivered by Bro. 
William H. Morris : 

That unworthy persons gain admission into our order for idle or selfish 
purposes is true; true, likewise, they kneel at the sacramental table, and 
even mount the steps of the pulpit. Yet this affords no justification for 
railing at religion, or for condemning the ministry; but it admonishes us 
to guard well our outer doors against the approach of such persons; and 
to our erring brother we should whisper good counsel, and warn him of 
his approaching danger. That we fail in this most essential duty, is also 
true. For one reason and another, which we strive to argue to ourselves 
is sufficient, we omit doing that which had we done, perchance one who 
was tottering to his fall would have been rescued, to be an ornament to 
our institution and a blessing to himself. Our duty, then, should be per- 
formed, not coldly, but with a genial, hearty, desire to fully perform our 
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duty. We should not fail to tenderly remind the straying one of his fault, 
wearying not that an inattentive ear gives little heed to the golden words 
of brotherly advice, but, still trying, endeavor to aid his reformation : for — 

££ There’s never a garden growing 
With roses in every plot, 

There’s never a heart so hardened 
But it has one tender spot — 

We have only to pursue the border 
To find the forget-me-not.” 

Affiliation fee was abolished. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence, which well deserves 
the encomiums bestowed by the Grand Master, was presented by 
Bro. J. N. Wise ; it embraces a review of the proceedings of 
forty-six Grand Lodges — Minnesota for 1875, included. 

Under the head of Georgia, relative to work, he says : 

We meekly inquire how it will be ascertained to be the old “ reliable,” 
“ simon pure” article, when the committee does report. Every Grand 
Lodge in America has the “ true work” “ as it has existed from time im- 
memorial,” and yet we venture the assertion, fearless of contradiction, that 
no two of the Grand Lodges in the world agree precisely in the language 
used in the work and lediures pertaining to Masonry. Doctors will difter, 
you know, Bro. Blackshear. 

Under the head of Michigan, on the Bible question, he says : 

In this “ land of civil and religious liberty,” where the Bible, or Holy 
Scriptures, are universally held as of divine origin and authenticity — even 
by Masons — we think a seeker of the mysteries should acknowledge his 
faith that far, before he farther goes. If we were in Constantinople, we 
should accept the Koran as their “ Great Light,” and we should have im- 
plicit faith in the honesty of their belief in it, and that their obligations 
thereupon or thereto are entitled to as much credit as ours, here , upon or 
to the Holy Bible as our “ Great Light.” 

Under the head of Montana, having reference to the ballot, he 
says : 

If the ballot on advancement be wpon proficiency > as is almost universally 
held, then the applicant has a Masonic right to present himself for examina- 
tion, and renew his application for advancement, at every succeeding stated 
communication until he shall prove successful. If, on the other hand, he 
is perfectly proficient, but there are other grounds sufficient to prevent his 
advancement, then is it manlj’-, say ing nothing about Masonic , to stab him 
in the dark, or deceive him by an assurance that the rejection is the result 
of insufficient proficiency, when knows, and every member of the Lodge 
knows, that he has passed a perfect examination in that respect? 

The truth is, 'that a ballot on advancement is not sound in principle or 
practice. When a profane petitions for the mj'steries of Freemasonry, he 
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asks for all there is in Ancient Craft Masonry ; and when the Lodge accepts 
his petition they grant what he asks . As soon as the Lodge has complied 
with its part of the agreement — that is, giving him all the light there is in 
the Entered Apprentice degree — and he has complied with his part — that is, 
learning what there is in that degree — then it is his right to receive the 
next degree, and the agreed obligation of the Lodge to confer it upon him, 
unless it has been discovered in the meantime that he is morally unfit to 
receive further light, in which event is it not the duty of the Lodge to pre- 
fer charges, and give him an opportunity to prove himself worthy ? When 
will Masonry assume an open, candid position upon this question? Or 
will we content ourselves to suffer these covert attacks to be made on a 
brother, because, forsooth, he happens not to have attained to the third 
degree? An Entered Apprentice is a Mason, to all intents, as much as a 
Master Mason, and is entitled to as much and as fair consideration, when 
his moral qualities are in question. 

Under the head of Vermont, he goes for those Lodges whose 
stated communications are governed by the full of the moon : 

An old anti-Mason named Afoon had made sad havoc in Vermont by 
interfering with and preventing regular communications of many of the 
Lodges. Their regular meetings are governed by the fulling of the moon, 
and it so happened that April in 1874 had cheated, wronged, and defrauded 
May out of her full moon, and the consequence was that many Lodges 
were cheated out of their May meeting, and their annual eletStion of officers, 
which occurred in that month, went over by default. Grand Master Davis, 
however, was equal to the emergency, and required April to make restitu- 
tion, by deciding that the second or last full moon in April was in May, 
“ or words to that effect.” 

We suggest that a General Grand Communication of all the Grand 
Lodges of the sphere be convened next year in Philadelphia , to take some 
united a6tion upon this irregular, clandestine way in which the moon has 
been doing business of late. And we would meekly suggest that that 
august body when so convened, adopt, unanimously, a resolution request- 
ing her to expand to her fttllest proportions at least once in each month . 

It appears that we got our “ foot in it,” in our report of 1875 5 
Bro. Wise says “Nebraska for 1874 being ‘noticed/” and Bro. 
Bowen gave us jessie, for not appreciating the design of the 
Grand Master’s seal. 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge came to hand after our 
report was closed and the manuscript in the hands of the printer. 
The printer man demurred to additional matter unless as Ad- 
denda No. 2, but by a judicious use of blarney we succeeded in 
getting a “ notice” inserted — so much Bro. Wise for that u no- 
ticed.” 

About that seal business, an explanation is not so easy a mat- 
ter — we will try — 
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We have a notion that, what with, u Grand Master’s private 
seal,” “ Salary of Grand Master,” “ Private Secretary to Grand 
Master,” &c., &c., the dignity of the office is not being elevated 
in these latter days. It is only within a few years that we hear 
of such matters, but we do hear of endeavors being made to divest 
the Grand Master of recognized powers and inherent rights, and 
we do not believe that the exchange pays. We would have no 
objedtion to u Grand Master’s Library.” 

Entertaining those notions, and in a hurry, we did not stop 
to choose words relative to the u Grand Master’s seal.” 

As to the seal per se we must acknowledge the beauty and 
appropriateness of the design ; there is a whole lesson of sym- 
bolism in it ; had we refledted a moment, we could not have 
avoided the conclusion that it was the handy work of the Grand 
Secretary, our criticism took the wrong direction. 

M.*. W.*. Alfred G. Hastings, of Lincoln, was elected 'Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. William R. Bowen, of Omaha, re-ele6ted Grand 
Secretary. 


NEVADA. 

We knew that there was something wrong somewhere, that we 
received nothing from Nevada. We found the explanation in 
Bro. Gouley’s report, from which we copy : 

[The following personal letter explains itself. It is needless for us to 
say that we sincerely sympathize in their loss.] 

Virginia, Nevada, April 21, 1876. 
Frank Gouley, Esq^., St. Louis, Missouri : 

Dear Friend and Brother : Your inquiry concerning our Grand Lodge 
Proceedings for 1875 received. No session for that year was held, in con- 
sequence of a fire which destroyed not only our hall in this place, but all 
records, leaving us not even a white apron This misfortune compelled a 
postponement to the second Monday in June next, when, or as soon there- 
after as possible, we will report. In the meantime, believe me when I say, 
we are 4t not dead, but sleepeth.” 

Wishing you long life, health and prosperity, permit me to subscribe 
myself, 

Very truly and fraternally yours, 

J. C. CURRIE, G.\ Sec. 

As an earnest of our sympathy, we tender to the Grand Lodge 
of Nevada a set of our proceedings, and any duplicates of sister 
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jurisdictions that we have, to aid in repairing the loss in that 
direction to the extent of our ability. 


NEW BRUNSWICK, 1876. 

The Ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
New Brunswick was held at St. John, September 27, 1876. 

Seventeen Lodges represented. 

Thirty on the roll. 

M.*. W.-. Robert T. Clinch, G.-. M.*., presiding. 

Two Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master was confined to a brief re- 
port of his official aCts, and of local interest. The total income 
of the Grand Lodge for the year was $1,349.50. 

The total membership of subordinate Lodges is 2,246. 

The transactions of the Grand Lodge were of local interest, — 
reception of representatives, recognition of new Grand Lodges, 
refusal as to the Ontario body, adoption of a funeral service, and 
election of officers. 

No Report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.*. W.\ Robert T. Clinch, of St. John, Grand Master, was 
re-eleCted ; and 

R.*. W.*. William F. Bunting, of St.John, re-appointed Grand 
Secretary. 

NOVA SCOTIA, 1875. 

The Tenth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Nova Scotia was held at Halifax, June 2, 1875* 

Forty-two Lodges repiesented. 

Sixty-eight on the roll. 

R.*. W.‘. Allen H. Crowe, D.-. G.*. M.-., presiding. 

The Grand Master was in New York, participating in the 
ceremonies of dedicating the Masonic Temple'. 

Five Dispensations for new Lodges were issued during the year. 

Sixty-one out of the sixty-three aCtive Lodges in the jurisdiction 
made returns for the year ending May, 1875* 

“ Whole number of Masons, in Lodges reporting, 3,295,” — an 
increase “ of about 250 ” during the year. 

The Grand Secretary says in his report that he fears “ from the 



Appendix, 


\_1877 


1 r 4 


shattered condition in which the proceedings of other Grand 
Lodges sometimes come to hand, that ours do not, in some in- 
stances, reach their destination, ” and reports a note received, 
acknowledging the receipt of proceedings seven months after they 
had been mailed. 

At this writing it is the 15th of December ; the Grand Lodge 
of Nova Scotia meets in June ; we have not yet received the 
transactions of 1876. The foregoing, perhaps explains the reason 
— seven months from Halifax to a point in the United States ! 

The income ot the Grand Lodge for the } r ear was $3,034. 
Grand Lodge is but ten years old, and has a cash balance of 

$4>5 I 9-54- 

The following notice of motion was given : 

Resolved . That while this Grand Lodge recognizes the right of a Master 
of a Lodge to refuse a visiting brother admittance to his Lodge for good 
and sufficient reason, it is of opinion that, when such admission is refused 
to a Mason in good standing, the reason for such refusal should be furnished 
by the Master refusing the said brother, and if he is not satisfied with such 
reasons, the brother shall have the right to appeal to Grand Lodge, by 
whom the same shall be investigated. 

Bro. A. H. Crowe presented a very able Report on Foreign 
Correspondence, embracing a review of the proceedings of forty- 
two Grand bodies, Minnesota for 1874^ included. 

Commenting on the secession of the Grand Master of England, 
he says, under the head of District of Columbia : 

“ Imperative,” yes ! but what an exhibition of utter helplessness — this 
abandonment of self-control, this humiliating resignation of mind into the 
hands of a power that is satisfied with nothing less than the unconditional 
surrender of the right of private judgment. The loss is his and not ours; 
and his loss has been our great gain, as subsequent events have proved. 
The noble example of the Prince of Wales in stepping forward and accept- 
ing the sceptre that had fallen from the hands of our weak brother, — and 
at a time when the arch-enemy of the Craft was gloating over the fancied 
terrible blow, — is the grandest Masonic event of the nineteenth century. 
Long live Albert Edward ! 

He quotes largely from P.*. G.*. M.*. Griswold’s address, and 
comments thusly : 

Follow these instrudfions and we will have no cause to complain of luke- 
warm Masons or thinly attended Lodge meetings, nor have any necessity 
to advertise Lodge meetings in the public press of the day (a system we 
very much deprecate) with the significant rider : Work, third Degree. 
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Make the Lodge-room so interesting that the mere faCt of a meeting being 
held is a sufficient guarantee that an hour or two can be spent pleasantly 
and profitably. Can any one wonder that at the present day, when somany 
opportunities are afforded for intellectual treats, that men of intelligence 
and education soon lose their interest in the Lodge when, too often, not 
only are the degrees murdered, but the English language as well. 

On the question that is absorbing so much attention on this side 
of the St. Lawrence, he says, under the head of New Brunswick : 

He very wisely and properly, we think, deprecates the idea of establish- 
ing in New Brunswick a Lodge to be composed exclusively of men of color. 
Having had some experience in the matter, we would advise our New 
Brunswick friends to leave well enough alone. We notice that many of our 
sister jurisdictions in the United States are also exercised upon the subjeCt. 
They all agree that this unfortunate race is well enough in its place, but the 
difficulty seems to be to define where that place should be. We say, cer- 
tainly not in a Lodge of Masons dedicated exclusively to their use. Masonry 
recognizes no such distinction. We think the subjeCt ought to be dropped ; 
the discussion of it is a blotch on the fair escutcheon of our institution. 
Let the ballot-box settle the question. If a colored man is unworthy of a 
seat with his more favored white brethren, then he should not be initiated. 
Every Lodge has the right to seleCt its own associates. Let them decide 
for themselves, and depend upon it, the ballot-box will be better guarded 
than if left to any particular class. 

We heartily endorse the following, which we find under the 
head of West Virginia : 

We sometimes think that our neighbors create for themselves difficulties 
and annoyances that a little less law-making and regulations-enaCting 
might have avoided. 

Why arm the discontented and mischief-maker with such a weapon for 
evil ? 

This practice of the separate ballot for each degree, and the equally 
injurious one called estopping without charge or trial, are evidently pro- 
ducing their natural and legitimate results Masonry has been quietly 
pursuing the peaceful tenor of its way with us here away down East, for 
the last hundred and twenty-five years, and the only ballot or estopping 
process, so far as we have learned, has been the first one; nor have we 
ever heard that the institution has suffered with us for the want of these 
Masonic clogs. 

Let our material be what it ought to be — of mature age, sound judgment 
and strict morals, — and then let us seleCt for Worshipful Masters or rulers 
of the Craft men of good report, true and trusty, and held in high estima- 
tion among their brethren and fellows for their intelligence and high moral 
standing, and, depend upon it, the machinery will move along smoothly, 
with perhaps an occasional, but, after all, a harmless interruption. 

Under the bead of Washington Territory, he touches upon an- 
other matter that tallies with our notions : 
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The law-making fever has become so prevalent, now-a-days, that the 
Grand Master who fails to have a rider of decisions to his report, may 
almost be considered a nonentity. It is scarcely to be wondered at, that 
some of our younger brethren get mystified. We think if they were given 
more gospel and less law, the institution would be the gainer, and fewer 
questions would be asked. 

M.’. W.*. “ Colonel” J. Wimbuvn Laurie. Grand Master; and 

R.*. W.*. Benjamin Curren, Grand Secretary, were each re- 
elected, both of Halifax. 

Bro. F. W. Dakin, of Windsor, Chairman Foreign Correspond- 
ence Committee. 


OHIO, 1875. 

The Sixty-sixth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Ohio was held at Columbus. October 19th, 1875* 

Four hundred and forty- three Lodges represented. 

Four hundred and eight on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. Asa H. Battin, G.*. M.\, presiding. 

Twelve Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year 
by the Grand Master, and four by the Deputy Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge, in 1874, adopted the following: 

4. It is unmasonic for an y Lodge of Masons to attend the funeral of a 
brother when the same is not under the control of, and conducted by, a 
Lodge of Master Masons. * * * When the words “Masonry” and 

“Masonic” are used by the Grand Lodge, such words refer to, and are 
understood to mean and include only, the degrees of E.\ A.*., F.*. C.\, 
M.\ M.*., and the official degree of P.\ M.\ 

One of the Lodges in the jurisdiction resolved to celebrate St. 
John’s day, in the June following, and invited a Commandery of 
Knights Templar to join it in a picnic excursion on that occasion ; 
the Commandery applied to the Grand Commander for permis- 
sion to do so ; we quote a part of his reply as reported by the 
Grand Master in his address : 

So long as the above offensive, unfraternal, discourteous and unmasonic 
rule remains unrepealed on the statute-book of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, 
I think it would be undignified in the Grand Commandery of Ohio, and 
she would be wanting in self-respe£l, should she continue to recognize the 
Masonic courtesies and amenities which have heretofore existed, almost 
from time immemorial, between the Lodges and Commanderies in this 
State and throughout the world. 

If it is unmasonic for a Lodge to participate with a Commandery in the 
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solemn ceremony of depositing the evergreen in the grave of a deceased 
brother, can it be Masonic to meet together on festive occasions as Lodges 
and Commanderies ? I think not. Let us be consistent. I therefore feel 
it my duty, as Grand Commander, however unpleasant it may be to my 
own personal feelings, to decline to grant the permission asked for, and 
to lay my interdict upon your appearing upon the occasion named. 

The matter was referred to the Committee on Masonic Juris- 
prudence ; the report was adopted, as follows : 

1. That no Lodge under this jurisdiction shall participate in the funeral 
of a brother unless the same be under the exclusive control of a Lodge of 
Master Masons, or one of the Masonic organizations which recognize the 
degrees of E.\ A.*., F.\ C.*., and M. 1 . M. and make the possession of 
said degrees a pre-requisite to admission into such organizations, and 
that, when more than one Masonic organization attends the funeral of a 
deceased brother, but one funeral service shall be performed, but that in 
case the funeral be under the control of the Knights Templar, and their 
funeral service be performed, nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to prevent the Master Masons present from depositing in the grave the 
emblem of immortality and explaining its significance according to our 
ritual. 

Relative to the joint occupancy of Lodge rooms, the following 
was adopted : 

No subordinate Lodge in this jurisdiction shall permit its Lodge-room 
to be used by any other society or order whatsoever, nor shall it occupy 
any hall or room jointly with any other society or order, except by the 
special permission of the Grand Lodge or Grand Master; but nothing in 
this regulation shall be construed to prohibit a subordinate Lodge from 
using rooms jointly with a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, a Masonic 
Council or Commandery, or other Masonic body. 


We concur in the last, except that we would have made the 
proposition recommendatory instead of mandatory. 

In places where convenient halls are easily obtained, the occu- 
pancy should be exclusive ; but in villages where a suitable hall 
is not to be had except in conjunction with some other organiza- 
tion, we can see no particular impropriety in Masons availing 
themselves of the best the market affords. 

As to the matter of mixed funerals, we regret to see that the 
Grand Lodge of Ohio submitted to outside pressure and surren- 
fendered her supremacy. “ He is only a Master Mason” is get- 
ting to be a very common remark. 

As the Lodge degrees are the basis of the whole Masonic fabric, 

the Grand Lodge should give rather than receive the Law. 

16 
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The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved , That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge that, in the present 
era of progress, every Mason should be a subscriber to one or more 
Masonic periodicals, in order that they may be posted as to the great pro- 
gress that is now goingon in the development of the true history, science, 
and symbology of the institution. 

Bro. JohnD. Caldwell, Grand Secretary, presented a document 
covering 132 pages under the style of Report on Foreign Com- 
munications, which is very difficult to characterise, but it is well 
worth reading and preserving ; to any one who desires brief notes 
on the settlement of Ohio, origin of Masonry in that State and 
every other, and a variety of matters too numerous to mention, 
we recommend to send and get a copy, as the matter cannot be 
found anywhere else. 

M.*. W.*. Charles A. Woodward, of Cleveland, was eleCted 
Grand Master ; and 

R.\ W.*. John D. Caldwell, No. 223 West Fourth St., Cin- 
cinnati, re-eleCted Grand Secretary, and is also Chairman Com- 
mittee on “ Foreign Communications.” 

We have not yet received the proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
held October, 1876. But we learn through the papers that the 
proposition to recognize the colored Lodges in that State, which 
has excited so much comment in the length and breadth of the 
land, was rejected by a large majority. 

OREGON, 1876. 

The Twenty-sixth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Oregon was held at Portland, June 12, 1876. 

Fifty-five Lodges represented. 

Sixty-six on the roll. 

M.‘. W.*. John B. Congle, G.‘. M.\, presiding. 

Three Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The Grand Master opens his address with a very graphic ac- 
count of the visit of the Grand Lodge of Oregon to that of Wash- 
ington Territory, and of the two, to the Grand Lodge of British 
Columbia. What with speeches, banquets, clam-bakes, dancing, 
etc., etc., it must have been an occasion peculiarly enjoyable. 

The Grand Master reported but one decision. 
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Lodge A applied to Lodge B to waive jurisdiction over one of 
its F.-. C.’., to enable Lodge A to confer the third degree. 
When the question came up, a member of Lodge B objected to 
the further advancement of the F.*. C.*. ; the W.*. M.*. over- 
ruled his objection, stating that the question before the Lodge 
was, u whether we would waive jurisdiction or not.” “A ma- 
jority having voted in the affirmative, the W.*. M.*. declared 
jurisdiction waived!* v 

The objecting brother appealed to the Grand Master, who 
decided, — 

That an objection made to the advancement of a candidate when a waiver 
of jurisdiction over the candidate is requested, is valid and must be re- 
speCted ; that as soon as a brother objeCts, all further proceedings in the 
case are thereby stopped, and the W.\ M.* should so declare it. 

The Grand Master further says : 

As such cases may occur again, I would suggest that this Grand Lodge 
adopt the following standing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That whenever one Lodge shall request another to waive 
jurisdiction over an E. \ A. \ or F. . C. *., that said request lay over one com- 
munication, and that the ballot be spread, and, if clear, the waiver granted ; 
provided , however, that no previous objection to the advancement of the 
candidate shall have been made, in which case the request shall be with- 
held until such time as the objection has been waived by the objecting 
brother, or ceases to exist either by reason of his death or by dismission 
from the Lodge, in which event the ballot shall then be spread, if no further 
objection is made.” 

The resolution was adopted, the Committee on Masonic Juris- 
prudence concurring with the Grand Master. 

The Grand Master proposed an amendment to the standing 
resolutions, which, with the addition of the last line proposed by 
the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, was adopted, as follows : 

Resolved , That all Master Masons in good standing, members of sub- 
ordinate Lodges of this jurisdiction, shall have the right, when present, to 
ballot upon the petition of any person for the degrees of Masonry in any 
Lodge in this jurisdiction, and also the right to objeCt to the advancement 
of any brother. 

This last is a “ new departure/’ It may work well, but we are 
inclined to doubt it. Time will tell. 

The territory of the Grand Lodge was divided into three Dis- 
tricts, each to be in charge of a District Deput}' Grand Master, to 
be eleCted at each Grand Annual Communication hy the brethren 
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of the District. For cause, the Grand Master may disapprove 
and rejeCl the brother so chosen The District Deputies shall be 
members of the Grand Lodge, “ and bear the same relation to it 
as other elective officers.” 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence embraces a review of 
the proceedings of forty-four Grand Lodges, those of Minnesota, 
for 1875 and 1876, included, — the handiwork of P.-. G.\ M.'. 
S. F. Chadwick — nuf ced. 

Under the head of Connecticut, he says : 

This resolution was adopted : £t That no Master Mason in this jurisdiction, 
of twenty-one years’ good and regular standing, shall be subjedt to disci- 
pline for non-payment of dues.” Where*is Bro. Pierson of Minnesota? 

The resolution escaped our notice, but Bro. Pierson says that 
it proves that while Connecticut has, within a few years, engrafted 
the dues system in her regulations, yet she adheres to the old- 
fashioned notion that one who has borne the heat and burden of 
the day is worthy of a little consideration. It don’t look as if the 
old horse would toll the bell in that jurisdiction. 

Under the head of Maine, he says : 

While we objedt to women becoming Masons, and recognize the fadt 
that they cannot obtain the degrees, we fail to see the force of the objection 
to Eastern Star gatherings. We like the influence of women, and if some 
of our brethren could get a good “ shake up ” from them, it would matter 
but little in what name the good deed was done. We know brethren who 
would spend more time to prove that these Chapters were far from being 
Masonic, than they would devote to their duties to the Blue Lodge, and 
rather than visit either would give their leisure hours to the indulgence of 
popular vices. If some brethren will not go to “ the Lodge,” but pass 
their time unprofitably elsewhere, there is much to be admired in the offer 
lo them of these societies where an evening could be turned to the benefit 
of Masons, their wives and daughters, in pleasant and instructive con- 
versation. 

While we are not particularly favorable to Androgynus Masonry, 
yet we heartily endorse the sentiments contained in the foregoing. 

Before our Grand Lodge indulges in an)^ more legislation on the 
dues question, we suggest to the members that the}^ read the fol- 
lowing extraCls from Bro. Chadwick’s comments, under the head 
of Minnesota : 

We admire the letter of the law as well as its spirit, hence we may be 
regarded in Masonry as an old fogy. No higher compliment can be paid 
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to a brother than to say he is an old fogy in Masonry. With such a brother 
the landmarks are safe, and those who would deface them are safe also. 

In the first place, this system of paying dues is no part of the ancient 
plan of Masonry, and since its adoption it has created more trouble, and 
to-day it is engaging the attention of more Grand Bodies, than any other 
question. In all the reports received at Bro. Pierson’s table, there is not 
one, scarcely, that has not something in it touching the status of a Mason 
stricken from the roll for non-payment of dues. Minnesota at this session 
defines its position on this question, as will be seen in this review. There 
are several Masonic writers and some Lodges advocating the cutting off of 
this system of dues as a means of perpetuating the life of their Lodges. 

* Grand Bodies differ in their mode of punishing brethren 
thus decapitated, hence we have no penalty that is satisfactory to all juris- 
dictions. This system of dues and the non-payment of them has led Grand 
Bodies so far astray that their legislation in many instances is the severest 
criticism that can be made on their attempt to regulate this matter. For 
instance, read the following from Minnesota, adopted at this session. After 
declaring those stricken from the roll for non-payment of dues to be n on- 
affiliated, the Grand Lodge goes beyond its rightful power and virtually 
condemns them in the following words : 

“While a deceased non-affiliate is not entitled to Masonic burial, yet it 
may be accorded him by courtesy, or as a favor.” 

What an absurdity! A Mason worthy cannot be buried by Masons be- 
cause he is not a member of some Lodge ! If it read that a non-affiliate 
could not claim the privilege of a particular Lodge as such, then it would 
answer, but the statement as it stands is clearlj' unmasonic, Since when, 
Brother Pierson, has a M.\ M. \ and a non-affiliate to beg this observance 
for himself or for a deceased brother? Since when has this duty we owe to 
a brother Mason become a matter of courtesy or favor, depending on the 
payment of dues? If a non-affiliate is worthy, why withhold from him a 
Masonic burial if it is requested ? Is the faCt that he pays no dues sufficient 
excuse? This decision says that it is, and unless it can be done through 
courtesy or favor, it cannot be done at all. There is a duty which one Mason 
owes to another that is older than the Lodge system. Masons bury their 
dead, not from courtesy or favor, but from a conscientious duty. There are, 
aside from this, many worthy brethren who cannot become members of 
Lodges, because their applications for membership have been rejected, 
many of whom are no doubt better Masons in principle than those who 
rejected them. This class is to receive Masonic benefits out of courtesy or 
favor or none at all. Away with such a doctrine. If all there is in Masonry 
lies in dues to a Lodge, Minnesota is right 

Brother Pierson, inasmuch as we are prominent as old fogies, let us place 
our names on the record for good, and unite in an effort to abolish this 
system of paying dues, now so prolific of mischief. Lodges can be sustained 
by a small collection every evening. By a willing offering, however small, 
brethren will sustain their organizations. Every one will contribute some- 
thing, and no Lodge will have a member who will not do so and remain 
whhin its doors. We invite a careful examination of this important 
proposition. 
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We would like to present further extracts, but time, space, 
etc. 

M.-. W.-. J. H. Kunzie, of Umatilla, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.‘. Rockey P. Earhart, of Portland, re-eleCted Grand 
Secretary. 

Bro. S. F. Chadwick, Chairman Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence. 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1875. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl- 
vania was held at Philadelphia, December 27th, 1875. 

“Bro. Alfred R. Potter, Right Worshipful Grand Master, in 
the chair.” 

The Grand Lodge holds Quarterly Communications and at the 
end of the year publishes an “ Abstract of the Proceedings” had. 

At the Quarterly held in June we find two cases reported : 

A petition for initiation had been referred to the usual commit- 
tee for investigation ; some time after, but previous to the report, 
one of the recommenders on the petition asked to withdraw the 
same, which was refused by the W.*. M.*. 

Some time afterwards the committee made an unfavorable re- 
port and the W.*. M!.*. directed the Secretary to report the same 
to the Giand Lodge. 

TheD.-. D.‘. G.*. M.-. on being informed of the facts, in- 
structed the Secretary through the W.*. M;-. not to make the 
report to the Grand Lodge, and directed that so much of the 
minutes in the case as took place after the demand for the with- 
drawal of the petition be expunged from the minutes. 

From the decision of the D.*. D.*. G.'. M.*. an appeal was 
taken to the Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on Landmarks, to which the matter was re- 
ferred, sustained the aCtion of the D.*. D.*. G.*. M.*., quoting 
the Pennsylvania law : 

An applicant for initiation or membership, may withdraw his petition 
before report made thereon, or afterwards if the report be favorable. 

It is generally held and such is the law in our jurisdiction, 
that a petition can only be withdrawn after a favorable report. 
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The Grand Master reported, that having been informed that a 
Lodge had admitted u as visitors six clandestine Masons,” he in 
company with several Grand Officers visited the u Lodge and 
opened a Grand Lodge for the purpose of hearing whatever ex- 
planation the Lodge might be able to give.” The u VV.‘. M.-. 
of the Lodge, admitted the reception of six clandestine Masons, 
and read a defense for said adtion.” 

The Grand Master revoked the charter and the Grand Lodge 
approved his adtion. 

It would gratify curiosity to know what kind of defense could 
be made under such circumstances. 

Was simply revoking the charter, commensurate with the offense ? 

In our Report of 1874 we suggested that investigations might 
develop fadts which would enable Pennsylvania to contest with 
Massachusetts the claim for the palm, as to priority of location of 
the first Lodge in America. 

Within the past year the Grand Lodge Library has come in 
possession of 

“ A Pocket Companion for Freemasons, published in Dublin, in 1735/’ 
containing a list of Lodges, proving beyond doubt that as far as at present 
known, the first Lodge in America met at the “Hoop ” on Water street, in 
Philadelphia, on the first Monday in every month. x 

We present an extradt from the report of the Committee on 
Appeals : 

The gist of the offense against Masonic law, usage and landmarks, of 

which C. A. S is charged with having committed, is limited to the 

single adt of his being present in Lodge No. 4** when, and at a regular 
stated meeting thereof, he witnessed the favorable adtion of said Lodge on 
the petition of an individual who was balloted for and approved, and found 
worthy of initiation and membership in said Lodge, when he, the said C. 
A* S , knew from lawful Masonic information that insurmountable ob- 

stacles existed, which, if communicated to the said Lodge No. 4** by him, 

the said C. A. S , would have stopped the proceedings on the part of 

Lodge No. 4**. 

This is a very grave Masonic offense. It is one which the Grand Lodge 
holds to be inexcusable, and the landmark of Masonry visits with the 
penalty tfhich must exclude the guilty from all association with the Fra- 
ternity. 

Ignorance, inexperience, or lack of knowledge, or want of Masonic 
light, cannot for a moment be permitted to exempt one guilty, from the 
penalty. The Right Worshipful Grand Lodge has not the power, in such 
a case, to exempt one shown to have violated their landmark, from the 
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punishment which can only follow the commission of the offense. It is 
beyond the power of the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge. Ah attempt to 
exercise such a power is impossible of a successful result. It is a land- 
mark that has been violated, and the Grand Lodge has no authority over 
the penalty for violating a landmark, none. The case stands beyond the 
reach of remedy. 

Your committee offer the following resolution : 

Resolved , That Lodge No. 3 ** be directed to expel C. A. S from 

membership. 

Bro. E. Coppee Mitchell presented the Report 011 Foreign 
Correspondence embracing a review of the proceedings of forty- 
five Grand Lodges — Minnesota for 1875, included. 

We treasure the reports from such a conservative Grand Lodge 
as that of Pennsylvania ; a Jurisdiction that prides itself that even 
minor innovations are not tolerated. We regret extremely that 
we have been unable to get a copy of the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge for 1874. 

Under the head of Illinois we find the following, which we 
copy, as expressive of our situation with reference to the report 
before us : 

It is a fat5t which all who have reviewer’s work to do must have noticed, 
that a great abundance of good things from which we have to choose, pro- 
duces a sort of hopeless inability to select one thing as more worthy than 
another, and in consequence the task is abandoned, and the selection is 
more meagre than if there were more inequality in the matter proposed. 

At the Quarterly Communication, March 1st, 1876, a special 
Report on Foreign Correspondence was presented. 

In anticipation that among the immense multitude of strangers 
from all parts of the world visiting Philadelphia during the Cen- 
tennial, there would be a great number of Masons, the Grand 
Lodge directed that a special committee be appointed to report 
to whom such a Masonic welcome could be extended as became 
the honor and character of the Craft and of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania. 

P.\ G.'. M.-. Richard Vaux presented the report, which enun- 
ciates principles that should be read by every Masonic student, 
we can only give a few selections : 

It is admitted as a primary Masonic principle, that Freemasonry is lim- 
ited by neither latitude nor longitude, but over the world it may exist as an 
institution, subje 6 t to no laws but those which it makes for itself. The 
autonomy and the jurisprudence of Masonry are the results of the Masonic 
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power exercised within the circumference of the landmarks. No human 
authority outside of the jurisdiction of the fraternity can legislate for it, 
either as to the scope of authority, or the basis on which it rests. 

* * * * * * 
The establishment of a Grand Lodge is by Masonic authority solely and 
exclusively. There is no other power that can be invoked to sanction or. 
protect a Grand Lodge but that which creates it, and which, when so 
created, it legitimately and Masonically represents. 

A Grand Lodge, when established and its jurisdiction declared according 
to the principles of Masonic jurisprudence, is the sovereign and sole Ma- 
sonic authority within the territory over which it asserts its supreme 
Masonic dominion. 

****** 

To consider a body of Free and Accepted Masons claiming to be a sov- 
ereign and supreme authority, which is subjeCt in any sense to the juris- 
diction of a political government, or liable to its jurisdiction as a Grand 
Lodge of the Craft, is a contradiction, a denial and a renunciation of the 
very foundation on which it can exist, and the principles by which it can 
be recognized. 

****** 
One of the surest tests of the peculiar inherent powers of the Masonic 
institution is, that it has all its rights and privileges in entirety. There 
can, therefore, be no subdivision of these peculiar rights. They constitute 
the essential element in Freemasonry. Any Grand Lodg'e of Free and 
Accepted Masons which professes or claims to be a supreme sovereign 
Masonic authority, cannot part with, surrender, grant, or alienate any of 
its inherent rights and essential principles outside of -itself. The aCt of 
surrender is the aCt of self-destruCtion. If any one right or power is 
granted by a Grand Lodge to any other body, Masonic in name, style 01 
title, that body is a clandestine assembly of, it may be Freemasons, but it 
is clandestine in Freemasonry. 

The reason is patent. To surrender part of sovereign powers, destroys 
the supreme authority in so far as the power surrendered is vested in some 
other organization, and there cannot be a greater and lesser supreme power 
in any jurisdiction. If the power to surrender Masonic supreme authority 
is wanting in a Grand Lodge, but it nevertheless does surrender part of its 
inherent sovereign authority, the body exercising this granted Masonic 
power, exercises it unlawfully, and that is the essence of “ clandestine” as 
applied to Freemasonry. 

It is to be observed that the true meaning, the Masonic interpretation of 
clandestine is, that it is unlawful. Whatever is without the seal of lawful 
Masonic authority, is clandestine. Whatever aCt, or proceedings, claiming 
to be Masonic, and tried and tested from inception to conclusion, must be 
Masonically lawful, or lawfully Masonic, or they are clandestine. 

* * * * * *:• 
Eight bodies claiming to be Masonic Grand Lodges in Europe have 
formed a Masonic Diet, or grand governing national Masonic authority, 
which assumes powers over, and regulates the rights and privileges of the 
inferior bodies that have surrendered these rights to this Diet. Among the 
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extraordinary powers claimed by this German Masonic Diet, or League, is 
“the right of jurisdiction,” or a control over it. This Diet has the dis- 
position, it would seem, to go into any Grand Lodge jurisdiction of the 
States of the United States, and set up Lodges, under the plea of national- 
ity, that Masons so organized into a Lodge, are Germans, or work in the 
German tongue, and therefore owe allegiance to this German Grand Diet. 
This appears to be the logical deduction from a claim of the “right ol 
jurisdiction. ” 

4 # *■ 

The Grand Lodges which are assumed once to have been supreme and 
sovereign bodies, but have now surrendered some of their inherent powers 
which are inseparable from Masonic sovereignty, are: 

I. The Grand National Mother Lodge of the Prussian States, zu den 
drei Weltkugeln, at Berlin. 

II. The Grand Lodge of Saxony, at Dresden. 

III. The Grand Lodge of Hamburg, at Hamburg. 

IV. The Grand Lodge of the Eclectic Union, at Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

V. The Grand Lodge of Freemasons of Germany, at Berlin. 

VI. The Grand Lodge of Freemasons zur Sonne, at Bayreuth. 

VII. The Grand Lodge of Prussia called Royal York, zur Freundschaft, 
at Berlin. 

VIII. The Grand Lodge zur Eintracht, at Darmstadt. 

Whatever may be the future relations of this Diet with lawfully organ- 
ized Grand Lodges, it is very evident to every member of our Grand Lodge, 
that there can be no longer any Masonic intercourse with, or recognition 
by, the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 
Pennsylvania, and the Masonic jurisdiction thereunto belonging, of either 
this Diet, or the emasculated Masonic bodies that are its present constitu- 
ents, during the existence of this Diet with its present character. 

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is old enough and wise enough to 
understand her own duty, and no greater benefit can be conferred by her on 
her sister Grand Lodges, both in the States of our Union, and wherever 
Masonry is to be maintained on the landmarks, than by declaring in her 
conservative action, that no recognition can be given to this Diet, or its 
constituents. All time has proven that the abandonment of Masonic law 
brings its own condemnation. 

u Bro. Robert Clark” was elected “ Right Worshipful Grand 
Master” ; and 

6 ‘ Bro. John Thomson” re-eledted “Right Worshipful Grand 
Secretary.” 

Bro. Richard Vaux, Chairman Foreign Correspondence Com- 
mittee, each of Philadelphia. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1876. 

The First Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
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Prince Edward Island was held at Charlottetown, February 16, 
1876. 

Seven Lodges represented. 

R.*. W.\ Thomas A. McLean, D.\ G.*. M.-., presiding. 

The Grand Master was present on the second day. 

The income for the year was $ 57 °* 9 °' 

The transactions of the Grand Lodge were confined to perfect- 
ing its organization ; and the reception and appointment of Rep- 
resentatives of other Grand Lodges. 

Each of the Grand Lodges in 'the British Possessions in North 
America have formally recognized this new Grand Lodge, so also 
have most of the Grand Lodges in the United States. 

There is every indication that the Grand Lodge is firmly seated 
among the Grand Lodges of the world. 

M.*. W.'. Hon.” John Yeo, of Port Hill, was eleCted Grand 
Master ; and 

R.-. W.'. B. Wilson Higgs, of Charlottetown, eleCted Grand 
Secretary. 

Please send us a copy of the proceedings of the Convention, 
Bro. Grand Secretary. 


QUEBEC, 1875. 

The Sixth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Quebec was held at Montreal, September 2 2d, 1875* 

Fifty-three Lodges represented. 

Sixty-two on the roll. 

M.-. W.*. James Dunbar, G.’. M.\, presiding. 

We wonder how the following would work on this side of the 
line : 

Printed forms of the order of business to be submitted to Grand Lodge, 
as provided by the Grand Secretary, were distributed amongst the mem- 
bers of Grand Lodge. 

One Dispensation for a new Lodge was issued during the year. 

The Grand Master announced the appointment and reception 
of a number of Grand Representatives, it ' is desirable that our 
Grand Lodge should have some “ light” with reference to those 
mentioned in connection with Minnesota, there is nothing in our 
archives to show that one was ever commissioned either way. 
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The following notice of motion was given : 

That a clause be added to the Constitution of this Grand Lodge, res- 
tricting the rites of Masonic burial to officers of Grand Lodge, Past Grand 
Officers, Past Masters and actual Masters and Officers of Masonic Lodges 
only, except by special dispensation from the District Deputy Grand 
Master, previously obtained. 

The report of the District Deputies show the Lodges generally 
to be in prosperous condition. 

No Report on Foreign Correspondence. 

The total receipts of the Grand Lodge for the year was $2, 703 -34- 

Membership reported, 2,704. 

This is the first copy of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
of Quebec with which we have been favored, will the Grand 
Secretary please furnish our Grand Lodge with a full file for 
reference? We will reciprocate. 

M.*. W.*. J. H. Graham, of Richmond, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. J. H. Isaacson, of Montreal, re-eleCted Grand Sec- 
retary. 


RHODE ISLAND, 1875. 


The Eighty-fifth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Rhode Island was held at Providence, May 17th, 1S75. 

Twenty-six Lodges represented. 

Twenty-nine on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. Nicholas Van Slyck, G.’. M.*., presiding. 

One Dispensation for a new Lodge issued during the year. 

The following was adopted — -any of the brethren of this juris- 
diction contemplating a visit to Rhode Island will govern them- 
selves accordingly : 

Ordered , That visitors applying for admission to any subordinate 
Lodge in this jurisdiction, shall present a diploma or certificate under 
seal of the Grand Lodge of the jurisdiction from which they hail, and 
pass a strict examination, unless they are avouched for by some well 
known brother, as Masons in good and regular standing. 

At the Semi-Annual Communication, November, 1874, a letter 
was presented from the Grand Secretary of Pennsylvania on the 
eternal jurisdiction question, as follows : 

My Dear Sir and Brother : — In answer to yours of the 6th inst., the 
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R.\ W.\ Grand Master diredts me to say : that the Grand Lodge of Penn- 
sylvania neither claims jurisdidtion over any one removing from here to 
another State, with the intention of making it his permanent residence — 
nor does it recognize the jurisdidtion of any other Grand Lodge over one 
who has removed to this State, with the intention of making it his per- 
manent residence. 

Transactions of local interest. 

M.\ W.’. Nicholas Van Slyclc, Grand Master ; and 

R.*. WV. Edwin Baker, Grand Secretary, each of Providence, 
were re-eleCted. 


187G. 

At the Semi-Annual Communication, Nov. 15, 1875, we notice 
a somewhat peculiar case reported. 

The Grand Master issued an ediCt requiring that all brethren 
joining in the procession on St. John’s day should wear a black 
silk hat, the W. *. M.*. of a Lodge disregarded the ediCt, and the 
Grand Master suspended him until the meeting of the Grand 
Lodge; the Bro. appeared in Grand Lodge — 

And declares upon his honor that his disobedience of the edidt was be- 
cause he denied the right of the M.\ W. *. Grand Master to prescribe the 
style of dress which officers and members of Lodges shall wear in public 
processions of the Craft, and because he believed the edidt in question to 
have been beyond the prerogatives and authority of the M.\ W.\ Grand 
Master; for these reasons and not intending any willful disrespedt to the 
Grand Master or to Masonry he disobeyed the requirements of the edidt. 

The Grand Lodge by a vote of 68 against 2, suspended the 
brother until he should make suitable acknowledgment to the 
Grand Master, which he did and thus ended — 


The Eighty-sixth Annual Communication was held at Provi- 
dence, May 15th, 1876. 

Twenty-seven Lodges represented. 

Thirty on the roll. 

M.*. W.'. Nicholas Van Slyclc, G.*. M.\, presiding. 

Four Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The color question has assumed a new phase in Rhode Island, 
the Grand Master says : 

These rejedted petitioners, finding our portals closed against them, and 
thinking that anything called by the name of Mason would enable them 
to claim fellowship with and enforce recognition from us, sought the way 
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by and through, as we are informed, one of these organizations of so- 
called colored Masons, but through which we are uninformed. The 
organization applied to, departing from its practice of the past, gave such 
authority and took such steps as by it were deemed necessary to form a 
Lodge, which is now said to consist of white men, but is held under the 
authority and by permission of the said colored Grand Lodge. These 
men so made and this body so constituted now claim to be Masons, and 
have impudently or ignorantly endeavored to hold Masonic intercourse 
with regular Masons. I ought perhaps to saj', that some have made 
application to this bogus Lotfge, under the mistaken belief, founded as 
they have said, upon the false representation that such organization 
existed under and by the permission of this Grand Body, or under and by 
the authority of the Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island — but being 
in time informed of their mistake, immediately dropped the matter, being 
content to leave in the hands of those having their petition the money 
that accompanied it How far such false representations were made for 
the purpose of procuring that money is a matter of easy determination. 

Relative to the proposed aCtion in Ohio, he says : 

But we have nought to do with the reasoning of this committee, and 
shall have nothing to do with this subject in Ohio, unless the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio shall commit suicide in abandoning its claim of the past, 
and which we have recognized, of sole and exclusive jurisdiction over the 
Craft in that State — when it abandons that claim and attempts to divide 
its jurisdiction with another, we must cease to recognize it for more than 
it claims for itself. We cannot conceive of a Grand Lodge without sole 
and exclusive jurisdiction within a certain and well defined territory. 
There can be no such thing as two Grand Lodges exercising co-ordinate 
jurisdiction in and over the same State — nor can we recognize the so-called 
£t Colored Grand Lodge of Ohio,” unless it shall claim sole and exclusive 
jurisdiction in the State of Ohio. Should it so claim and could the right- 
fulness of that claim be established, then we could recognize it, but both 
cannot be recognized, and as neither (if the Grand Lodge of Ohio adopts 
the course marked out by its committee, and abandons its claim to repre- 
sent the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of Masonry in Ohio) claims such 
sole and exclusive jurisdiction, nothing will be left for us but to interdict 
communication with it. 

There need be no trouble in this matter founded upon color. We have 
had no trouble with the negroes in our State because we have taken, as it 
seems to us, the only true Masonic ground. If any body, of any nativity 
or race, or color, sets up for its own people a society and calls it Masonic, 
we claim no right to interfere or meddle with it or them, and we do not. 
We as Masons, recognize no distinction founded upon race, color or 
nativity, but a man of any race or color, born where he may be, posses- 
sing all the other qualifications, may be admitted to the Craft, with no 
restriction, unless it be deemed a restriction, that he as we all did and 
every Mason must, recommend himself to the brethren of the Lodge to 
which application is made. Freemasonry is not for all but only such 
as may be chosen from those that ask its privileges. 
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The Grand Lodge or the subordinate Lodges of Ohio may make as 
many Masons out of the negro race as it pleases, and we must and will 
recognize those so made as Freemasons — but we deny its power to give 
any Masonic vitality to any other Grand Body, it cannot delegate its juris- 
diction, nor exercise it jointly with another, but must exercise it itself for 
itself. We may be permitted to hope that wise counsels may govern its 
aCtion. 

On the use of Masonic emblems, he says : 

There is a desire upon the part of many to wear showy emblems upon all 
occasions which desire has led them to do great harm to the order. We 
have seen emblems flaunted to the public by persons doing no honor 
to the Craft, and have been informed of their being worn in places where 
no Masonic light could penetrate. Again there are those who upon all 
occasions and in the most public places make proclamation of their being 
Masons, and boast of their doing things on the square, etc. Whenever 
this is done in the presence of a true man its efleCt is saddening. It is 
through such men that a bad opinion is given of the order in the minds 
of right thinking persons, and an opportunity is given to the malicious 
to attack it. When one boasts of his morality, or parades his goodness or 
religion, it is a sure indication that he is rotten ; and when a man attempts 
to trade upon his belonging to the order and to use it for personal or 
selfish ends 3 r ou may be certain he is a stone not “ fitted for the builder’s 
use.” Shun such a man and warn the unwary against him. 

The District Deputies evidently have a good time in their 
visitations, as their reports relative to each Lodge winds up with 
u refreshments.” 

The proceedings are embellished with engravings of the City 
Hall, Providence ; the Providence County Court House — the 
corner stones of which were laid by the Grand Lodge — and of a 
P.’. G.*. M.*. and of a P.*. G.*. Treasurer; as are those of 1875 
with the present and a Past Grand Master. They are engrav- 
ings, not apologies, such as appeared in our proceedings two or 
three years since. 

No Report on Foreign Correspondence. 

Grand Master and Grand Secretary re- elected. 

SOUTH CAROLINA, 1875. 

The Ninety-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of South Carolina was held at Charleston, December 14th, 1875* 

One hundred and sixty-two Lodges represented. 

One hundred and eighty-eight on the roll. 
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M.*. W.-. Jas. A. Hoyt, G.-. M.*., presiding. 

Seven Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 
The following decisions were reported by one of the District 
Deputies : 

1. A Mason whose name has been struck from the roll of the Lodge for 
non-payment of dues, is in the status of a non-affiliated Mason without a 
demit. 

2. The standing as a Mason in the order is not affected by the non- 
payment of dues, but only to the Lodge. On the payment of his dues he 
has the right, if otherwise in good Masonic standing, to demand and re- 
ceive bis demit from the Lodge. 

3. “ If a member of two Lodges, does striking from the roll in one 
Lodge for non-payment of dues affect his membership in the other Lodge?” 

X held : That striking from the roll in one Lodge does not affect his 
membership. His offense is not against the order when he neglects to 
pay his arrears, but against the Lodge to which he is indebted. 

From the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence we select : 

2. The same District Deputy Grand Master decides, that where a mem- 
ber of two Lodges, has his name erased from the roll of one of such 
Lodges, it does not affect his status, in the other Lodge. In this the com- 
mittee also concur. 

5. The committee, however cannot leave this subject of dual member- 
ship, without expressing their strong disapprobation of the practice, as 
one conducive of no good, either to the Craft or the individual Mason, 
except in rave instances. 

7. The District Deputy Grand Master of the Eighth District calls atten- 
tion to the practice occasional ly prevailing, of one brother, at one and the 
same time, filling the position of Worshipful Master of two separate 
Lodges. The committee concur with him in his reprobation of this prac- 
tice, as being contrary to the best interests of the Fraternity) and would 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution, as one of the Stand- 
ing Regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

Resolved \ That no brother within this jurisdiction shall at one and the 
same time fill the position of Worshipful Master for more than one Lodge, 
unless by the special dispensation of the Grand Master. 

10. The committee concur entirely in the ruling made by the District 
Deputy Grand Master of the Fourth District, in reference to the suing by 
a Lodge, in a civil court, for the arrears due by its members, and recom- 
mend That the same he confirmed. Masonic Lodges should be governed 
by Masonic law, and where the punishment provided by such law has 
been inflicted, the Lodge should rest satisfied. 

In the opinion of the committee, the conferring of the Past Master’s 
Degree is a necessary portion of the installation ceremony, and an absolute 
condition precedent, to the Master elcCt taking his seat in the East. And 
should it so happen, that on the night of the installation there is no one 
present competent to confer the degrees, the ceremony should be post- 
poned until some such person can be procured. 
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All of which were adopted by the Grand Lodge. 

A very excellent Report on Foreign Correspondence was pre- 
sented by Bro. Chas. Inglesby, embracing a review of the pro- 
ceedings of fifty-two. Grand Lodges, all that there are in North 
America. 

Under the head of Illinois, he says : 

When all Masons were unaffiliated and Lodges were only occasional, 
there was no fixed membership nor any need of a Lodge fund; but as 
soon as they became permanent, then a fixed and regular membership and 
revenue became absolutely necessary to their proper conduct and pros- 
perity — and such a revenue, could be best and most equitably raised, by 
an assessment of the members, in the form of annual dues. And as no 
one will deny, that in unity and organization there is strength, ive believe 
it is the duty of every Mason to affiliate with some Lodge, and we 
think the Lodges perfectly right in saying that a non-affiliate shall not 
enjoy their Lodge privileges. But when the Lodges, and Masonry through 
them, have said that much, they have said enough. The non-affiliate may 
be entirely mindful of his general duties and obligations as a man and 
Mason, (we personally know of such cases) and still not choose to be a 
member of any particular Lodge, and it would be hard, in such a case, to 
shut him off from all Masonic communication. Brethren so brought into 
Lodges, would scarcely contribute to their harmony, prosperity, or useful- 
ness, and generally, as members, their room would be better than their 
company. 

In his review of Nebraska occurs the following : 

In South Carolina non-payment of dues is not a Masonic offense; the 
Constitution of our Grand Lodge, holds it to be merely a violation of a 
Lodge regulation, and does not permit, in such cases, suspension or expul- 
sion, but simply allows the Lodge to erase the name of the brother from 
the roll, and thereby terminate his membership in that particular Lodge, 
but not affecting his standing in the Fraternity. 

* 

Under the head of Ohio, 1875, he says : 

We do not propose to argue the “ negro” question. In this Report we have 
carefully avoided all and every allusion to it, as a discussion tjiat can pro- 
duce no good, but a vast deal of harm, by stirring up bad feeling and bitter- 
ness between brethren. We shall not now depart from the rule that we 
laid down for ourselves, but knowing and sharing the views of Southern 
Masons, most solemnly assure Brother Caldwell, and also Brother Drum- 
mond, of Maine, that no assembly of which Southern Masons formed a 
part could harmoniously recognize the so-called negro Grand Lodges. We 
state this simply as a fadt, and although we have very decided views on 
the question, it entirely answers the necessities of this case to state the 
fadt, without any explanation of its causes. We even seriously doubt 
whether such an assembly could temperately discuss this proposition. 

18 
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These being the fa As, is it not apparent that the “ Masonic Assembly” 
had best not meet? Assuredly, we think so. 

He says in his conclusion : 

The Reports on Correspondence which are now submitted to our Sister 
Grand Lodges, and which it has been our pleasure to read and profit by, 
are generally characterized by so much wisdom, Masonic information and 
literary merit, that nothing short of the imperative demand of duty would 
induce us to assume the office of writing one. These Reports, in the care 
and elaborateness of their preparation, are a fair indication of Masonic 
progress, and are generally conceded to be the best method of conveying 
to the brethren useful knowledge and information of Masonic matters. 

M.'. W.*. Wilmot G. DeSaussure was eledted Grand Master ; 
and 

R.*. W.*. Charles Inglesby re-elected Grand Secretary, each of 
Charleston. 

TENNESSEE, 1875. 

The Sixty-second Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Tennessee was held at Nashville, November 8th, 1875* 

Three hundred and forty-five Lodges represented. 

Four hundred and sixty- four on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. A. J. Wheeler, G.*. M.\, presiding. 

Five Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is a practical business docu- 
ment, he accounts for the delay in printing the proceedings thusly : 

At the last session of our Grand Lodge, the Committee on Accounts 
reported something over seventeen hundred dollars in the Grand Treasury. 
The Grand Secretary informed me that he would not be able to print the 
proceedings of the Grand Lodge until near the commencement of our 
present session, as he needed the funds then on hand to pay his salary' as 
fast as it accrued. Not feeling satisfied with so long a delay, and knowing 
that the Lodges of the State would have just cause to complain, I took the 
record and papers of the Grand Secretary and wrote out the proceedings, 
as best I could, except the tabular statements furnished by the Grand Sec- 
retary, and had them printed. To do this, De Soto Lodge, No. 299, at 
Memphis, kindly and fraternally came to my aid, and loaned the Grand 
Lodge the money to pay for the same, at a rate of interest less than they 
could have secured from reliable persons who desired the loan. The note 
of the Grand Lodge was given, and falls-due this day,' and “without objec- 
tion the same will be paid. 

He in most eloquent terms announces the death of P. * . G. * . M. * . 
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John W. Paxton ; during the session, a Lodge of sorrow was held 
in his memory, Bro. H. M. Aiken pronounced the eulogy. 

It is not particularly creditable to the Craft, that there should 
be reasons for adtion like the following, in any Masonic Body : 

Whereas, A feeling of uneasy disquiet prevails among the members of 
this Grand Body in regard to the subject of electing Grand Officers, it 
being thought by some that brethren have used improper means to have 
their names put forward for positions : 

1. It is therefore declared to be the feeling of this Grand Lodge that the 
offices of this Grand Lodge should be the free, voluntary gift of members, 
uninfluenced by ulterior considerations. 

2. It is declared to be unmasonic for any brother to declare himself a 
candidate, or to use, or cause to be used, any influences to advance his own 
election. 

We present an extract from the Report of the Committee on 
Masonic Jurisprudence : 

Brother A., a M.\ M.‘. and member of Lodge No. — , in good standing, 
died, leaving a widow and orphans in indigent circumstances. The Lodge 
of which he was a member refuses to contribute to her support because a 
new Lodge is organized nearer the residence of said widow and orphans, 
who continue to reside at the same place where her husband died, claim- 
ing it is the duty of the new Lodge to support them. Is the old Lodge 
right in thus deciding? 

We answer that upon the formation of a new Lodge, it is entitled to all 
the benefits and assumes all the burdens and responsibilities within its 
territorial jurisdiction which properly belong to a subordinate Lodge. 
But whilst a Lodge, as an organization dispensing charity from a common 
fund, like a municipal corporation, is primarily bound to look after the indi- 
gent within its own territorial jurisdiction, yet, in the broad sense of our cove- 
nant relation, Masonic charity is not controlled by territorial jurisdiction, 
but a Mason’s charity should be bounded only by his ability to contribute 
to the wants of the applicant. In this sense, Masonic charity attaches to 
individual members, and not to Lodges. 

The committee approved a suggestion of the Grand Master to 
so amend the Regulations relative to granting of Dispensations 
for new Lodges : 

That all petitions for new Lodges shall be signed by at least fifteen 
Master Masons, who shall be bona fide residents of the jurisdiction where 
the Lodge is desired to be located. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence presented a report, 
and 

“ On motion, said report was received and filed. ” None printed. 
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M.’. W.‘. J. G. Cawood, of Dandridge, was elefted Grand 
Master ; and 

R.-. W.'. John Frizzell, of Nashville, re-eleCted Grand Secre- 
tary, and is also Chairman Foreign Correspondence Committee. 

TEXAS, 1876. 

The Fortieth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Texas was held at Houston, June 7th, 1876. 

One hundred and seventy-nine Lodges represented. 

Four hundred and fifty- two on the roll. 

M.-. W.*. Joseph D? Sayers, G.*. M.-., presiding. 

Eleven Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

Referring to the increase of Lodges, the Grand Master says: 

There is no doubt that the rapid increase of Lodges, which has marked 
the history of the order in this jurisdiction, has been and continues to be 
rather hurtful and injurious than otherwise. 

The reports of your District Deputies strongly justify the opinion that 
the number of subordinates, when compared with the numerical strength 
of the members, and their ability to maintain themselves in such a manner 
as would be most effective in promoting the best interests of Freemasonry, 
is altogether too large. 

Instead of bringing power, vigor and energy to the mother Grand Lodge, 
they have become an element of weakness — demanding and needing, instead 
of contributing support. 

It would be far better that Lodges should be prohibited within a distance 
of twenty miles from each other, and such Lodges be well sustained in 
every particular, than that they should be as now — with almost an average 
of a half dozen to the county, the large majority of whom have but a small 
membership; indifferent buildings; scanty furniture, and that of the most 
inferior kind; unable to contribute to the relief of the needy and dis- 
tressed; dereliCt in the payment of dues; and, worse than all, involved in 
debt. 

Of all the Lodges in this jurisdiction, how many, may it fairly be sup- 
posed, are solvent to-day, and how many, without previous warning, could 
satisfy their present indebtedness, if immediate payment should be de- 
manded? It is a faCt which cannot be controverted, and to the truth of 
which our own experience bears positive witness, that no association, of 
whatever character, and in whatever business engaged, can be prosperous 
and successful if crippled in means and involved in pecuniary embarrass- 
ment. 

A case of discipline was reported. The Grand Master w^as 
informed by a W.*. M.*. that a Bro. — 

Was causing much trouble and confusion among the brethren, in con- 
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sequence of his disbelief in the authenticity of the sacred Scriptures, 
boldly and unequivocally expressed at such times and places as was calcu- 
lated to give offense to those who heard him, and to bring reproach upon 
the Craft. 

He had gone so far, on one occasion, as I was informed, when in the 
Lodge-room, as “to approach the altar, and, pointing to the Bible, say 
that he did not believe a word taught in it; that it was a book of lies ; that 
Moses was an old thief, murderer, and liar ; that he did not want such a 
book in his family, and that his children should not read it.” 

The Grand Master directed that charges should be instituted 
against the offending brother, and that the District Deputy should 
preside at the trial, he 

Was also instructed that, if the charges and specifications were sustained 
by the evidence, and the Lodge refused to inflict the severest penalty, an 
appeal should be taken hence. 

The accused was expelled. Served him right, not for his dis- 
belief, but for his manner and mode of \ and the time and place 
selected for, expressing such sentiments. 

We present one of the decisions reported : 

5 . A Dispensation is issued for a new Lodge. Can one whose name 
does not appear in the petition, nor in the certificate of recommendation, 
nor in the Dispensation, be appointed an officer at the time the Lodge is 
set to work? 

Answer . — He cannot. The recommending Lodge, the D.\ D.\ through 
whose hands the petition must pass, and the Grand Officer who issues the 
Dispensation, must a 61 upon the petition, and when they have done so, 
the officers sele&ed for the new Lodge must be of those whose signatures 
are to the petition. 

Surely the Grand Master has not examined the question or he 
would not have recommended the recognition of the malcontents 
in Ontario as a Grand Lodge. Grand Masters are very apt to 
recommend and Grand Lodges to recognize the regularity of 
organizations before they come to a knowledge of the surround- 
ing fadts. In the case of Indian Territory some of the Grand 
Lodges that made haste to recognize have since reconsidered their 
a 6lion, and we believe that similar action will be taken with 
reference to another of those new organizations. 

We are very often reminded of applicability of the sentence 
u make haste slowly” to Masonic action. 

The system of disseminating the work through Grand Lec- 
turers selected by the Grand Lodge was abolished. 
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A “ Grand Lodge of Sorrow” was held in memory of the 
named brethren who had died during the year. 

Bro. E. H. Cushing presented a Report on Foreign Corres- 
pondence, embracing a review of the proceedings of forty-six 
Grand Lodges, those of Minnesota for 1875 and 1S76 included. 

We make it a point to read all the reports that come before us, 
a course that we have pursued for many years, and one which 
we find very advantageous, as it not only furnishes employment 
for leisure horns, but stores the mind with Masonic information 
not attainable from any other source 

We always read Bro. Cushing’s reports with pleasure, an able, 
discriminating writer, tenacious of his opinions, yet he avoids 
hurting when he 44 treads on corns.” 

Under the head of California, he says : 


The discussion and legislation about nomaffiliants all finds its beginning 
in a disposition to find fault with others who are not as good as ourselves. 
It is far easier to carry the load cheerfully, and be thankful for a chance to 
do good to those who have not deserved it, than it is to force people to the 
performance of distasteful duties. 

Under the head of District of Columbia, we find : 

Masons make Lodges and Grand Lodges, being represented in Grand 
Lodges through their Lodges only for convenience sake. The Grand 
Lodge is, in fad, the assembly of all Masons, or was originally, and it is 
only because all Masons cannot get to the Grand Lodge that they delegate 
authority to represent them. Hence the Grand Lodge is the supreme 
authority, and it cannot only issue orders to Lodges, but to individual 
Masons, at pleasure, and its orders will be disobeyed with peril ; and the 
Grand Master is the Grand Master of Masons within the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Lodge, whether those Masons belong to Lodges under his 
authority or not. While they are within the bounds of the Grand Lodge 
they are under its authority. 

He is deficient in veneration . he has none for the 44 degree, 
so-called, of Past Master,” and says under Florida ; 

If brethren would learn and remember, and bear in mind, that this is a 
side degree of at best doubtful value and no authenticity, it would save 
them from laying too much stress upon it. We have, years since, seen 
strict constructionists leave a Lodge because the S.*. W.*. or the J.*. W.*. 
presided, as he had a right to under the Constitution, in the absence of 
the W.*. M.*. Such brethren piously believed that Solomon was at the 
bottom of all the nonsense of the Past Master’s so-called Lodge, and that 
the Oriental Chair had a clean record back to the time when that much 
married party brought on premature old age by forgetting his own good 
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advice. It is almost a pity to upset delusions so fondly nursed, and so 
devotedly adhered to. The world is full of them, and nowhere more than 
in Masonry, at least in past years and in certain sections. People say 
things over till they believe them. Iconoclasm, so far as it is based upon 
truth, is one of the noblest of sciences. A graven image is no worse than 
a false idea, not so bad indeed, since a false idea is itself the soul of the 
image, and stands to it as the soul of man to the otherwise lifeless clay. 
Let us down with all error, no matter what the consequences. 

Under Georgia he talks on another matter, as follows : 

More than half of all the troubles of our Lodges come from the ambition 
of young men to wield the Master’s gavel. More than half the Masters of 
Lodges who are thus new to the situation, are utterly ignorant of the Con- 
stitution, the Landmarks, the Grand Lodge Edi6ts, the customs and the 
modes of government of the institution. Hence, when called upon to de- 
cide questions, they evolve conclusions from the depths of their own origin- 
ality, not always too deep to be sounded, and the views of those wffio have 
had more experience are outraged. Sometimes young Masons make the 
best Masters, but such are only men of principle, and students, and whose 
ambition is more the good of the institution than personal advancement. 

We commend the following to the Lodges in this jurisdiction, 
we find under the head of Kansas : 

The Secretary of the Lodge should be a permanent officer, if no other 
member is. Upon him depends, far more than on the Master, the uni- 
formity and regularity of the working of the Lodge. As in Government' 
departments the first clerks are often retained through half a dozen admin- 
istrations, because of their familiarity with the workings of the depart- 
ments, so in Masonic bodies should the Secretary be a good officer, and 
then hold the office as long as he can be persuaded to do so. 

Under the head of Minnesota, he says 

Upon the subject of hurrying the work, the Grand Master lets out in- 
formation of a practice that has somehow got into vogue in Minnesota 
that varies from that of most other Grand Lodges. 

* * # * -* * 

The rule of requiring a month to intervene between the degrees is so 
prevalent in America as to be deemed general. Minnesota must discon- 
tinue this bad practice. 

With all due deference to Bro. Cushing, we consider it good 
practice. We make proficiency and not time a qualification for 
advancement. AVe believe that there is not an instance on record in 
this jurisdiction where a Grand Master has issued a Dispensation 
to confer a particular degree. With us, a candidate is invariably 
examined in open Lodge on the degree attained before advance- 
ment ; if our laws are complied with, every Mason made in the 
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jurisdiction is prepared to stand an examination preparatory to 
visiting a strange Lodge. If, in this jurisdiction, a candidate is 
in a hurry to receive the degrees, he must take the time to learn 
the work — no dispensations are granted — if he learns the work in 
twenty-four or forty-eight hours — well, he can be advanced, if it 
takes him six years, well, because he must pass an examination 
in open Lodge, if the examination is not satisfactory the W.*. 
M.'. tells him so right then and there — we don’t think it “ a bad 
practice.” 

Again — noting Bro. Griswold’s address he says: 

u But his mode of getting over the 4 freeborn’ landmark is rich.” 

Quotes a paragraph and says : 

Let us carry this a little further, “ where any mere technicality stands in 
the way ” of a drivelling idiot, it must stand aside. When in the way of a 
man with one leg or no arms, or blind, or a woman, it must stand aside. 
When in the way of an atheist, it must stand aside. In other words, 
Masonry owes more to those who are outside of its pale, and who can 
never come within, but by breaking down the doors, than it does to its 
own Constitutions! If this is not a reduction to the absurd sufficient for 
the purpose, let us quote one more sentence : 

“ ( The Almighty never yet made a slave , 5 55 therefore all men are free- 
born, and a proper construction of this word does not put any legal 
hindrance in the path of a7iy colored man who wishes to find his way into a 
Masonic Lodge . 55 

But, in point of fad, many men, both now and in all ages of the world, 
have not been and are not free-born. When men run against faCts, and 
blindly beat their heads about them, it is not surprising they become 
stupid. Bro. Griswold lost his reasoning powers in the encounter. 

Copies our comments on the action of Delaware relative to 
Alpha Lodge, New Jersey, and says: 

In this we agree entirely with Bro. Pierson. It is not so very long ago 
since free-born negroes were admitted into Lodges in more than one of the 
Southern States, nor will it be so very long again if fanaticism elsewhere, 
and where the question is not an adtive one, does not interfere. 

ji. * * * * * 

The negro must be eliminated from these discussions, and the issue 
joined upon naked principles, and not upon caste, or color, or local preju- 
dice. If caste is to be permitted to have weight on the one side, it will 
necessarily have the more upon the other, and there are two hundred 
thousand good and true Masons in America who not only have prejudices, 
but rights as well, which rights antedate all claim of the thirteen thousand 
clandestines to the sympathies of any of us. Let the brethren turn that 
over in their minds and see what they think of it. 
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In our last report we asked the question, “ Are Hebrews de- 
barred initiation in Texas?” 

To which Bro. Cushing replies : 

Hebrews are not debarred in Texas, because they believe the Bible. 
Masonry does not pretend to be a distinctively Christian institution, but it 
does pretend to be a Bible institution. Its whole moral code, its whole 
drama, its whole machinery is distinctively derived from the Bible. And 
Bro. Pierson would find it as difficult to initiate a Chinaman or a Brahmin, 
or any other heathen, as he would to make up the institution or any like 
it upon the Avesta, or upon the maxims of Mencius. Does he ask what 
becomes of the dogma of universality? We reply, it is as pure a piece of 
nonsense, in the sense many have applied it, as is the legend that Solomon 
was our first Grand Master ! These legends have their value, but they 
must not take our attention from the substance of which they are simply 
the clothing. Masonry is universal in the same sense that Christianity is 
universal — it has a universal adaptability to the human race; but all men, 
before they can be made to comprehend and appreciate it, must become 
believers in the Bible, and be willing to be guided by its teachings. 

Under the head of Wisconsin, he says : 

We apprehend one reason why Foreign Correspondence Reports are not 
read is, that they are not sufficiently interesting to make them worth read- 
ing. The preparation of them too frequently falls to the lot of people of 
no scope to comprehend, nor of any judgment to form conclusions in 
matters to be discussed. A dull repetition of dry data is no more imparting 
information than pouring peas into a tin pan is music. Scissors are good 
in their place, but too much scissors makes patchwork, and though patch- 
work is sometimes very pretty, it takes women to make it so. It is not 
man’s work, and they always fail when they undertake it. Some reviewers 
do not criticise — probably because they ought not without more knowledge 
than they are likely to attain. The discussoins that have grown out of the 
brotherly criticisms in Foreign Correspondence Reports have done more to 
unify Masonry than all the rituals in the institution. They have done more 
to make symbolic Masonry the great, beautiful, honest, noble institution 
it is, than all other influences combined. Every year the diligent student 
sees the progress made, and remarks the effects of these reports as more 
fixed, more definite and more lasting thafi all Grand Officers’ addresses and 
all jurisprudence judgments put together. We do not say this in the spirit 
of magnifying the office, but because it is a fadt, and should be said, and 
the occasion offers. Fortunately, it occurs at a point in this report, when, 
if we hear of it again, there will be some evidence that some reader has got 
pretty well along through the document, and is likely to have had his 
attention enough excited to notice what is going on. 

M.*. W.*. Marcus F. Mott, of Galveston, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.-. W.'. G. H. Bringhurst, of Houston, re-ele6ted Grand 
Secretary. 

*9 
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Bro. E. H. Cushing, also of Houston, Chairman Foreign Cor- 
respondence Committee. 

UTAH, 1875. 

The Fourth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Utah was held at Salt Lake City, November 9th, 1875 - 

Six — a ll the Lodges in the jurisdiction — were represented. 

M.-. W.‘. Charles W. Bennett, G.-. M.-., presiding. 

The receipts for the year were $1,230.00, an average of over 
$200 from each Lodge. 

Total number of Master Masons, 365. 

The Lodges expended $1,286.00 for charity and they have a 
balance of $6,312.70 on hand. 

One hundred and twenty-two dollars and twenty-five cents was 
expended on Library account. 

Transactions of Local interest. 

Bro. Christopher Diehl again presented the Report on Foreign 
Correspondence and is in all respeCts fully up to his former efforts 
in that direction. The Report embraces a review of the proceed- 
ings of fifty Grand Lodges — those of Minnesota included. 

Bro. Diehl, does not believe in the resurrection of the body, he 
says so — advocates cremation, — thinks “that it is nothing but 
just that a Lodge should reimburse another Lodge for charity be- 
stowed, or funeral expenses for one of its own members” — objeCts 
to our use of the words “ Order” and “ Subordinate Lodge,” we 
admit the propriety of the criticism, and concur that “ Free- 
masonry is a ‘ Fraternity,’ an ‘ Institution,’ ein Menschheitsbund” 
we do not understand the last word, but we concur all the same. 

Under the head of Virginia, he says that he 

Became a Mason on account of the universality of the institution, of 
which he had read before he petitioned a Lodge for initiation, and since 
that time he has informed himself enough to learn that this is no imagina- 
tion, but truth, and for this reason and on account of the humanizing 
influences of the Fraternity he now works for it. 

A residence of ten years in Utah has convinced me that religion cannot 
and never will unite the human race ; if anything, it widens the gaps which 
already exist between the different se£ts. But Freemasonry can fulfill that 
mission, and is, as we believe, from its very organization destined to unite 
all into one common family. The Christian, the Jew, the Heathen, the 
Hindoo and the Mohammedan, the white, the red and the black colored, all 
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will join in, and obey Abou Ben Adhem’s : “Write me as one that loves 
his fellow-man.” When that event comes, an unknown land will embrace 
us both, but that it will come is my firm belief, and with it I exclaim with 
Dr Martin Luther: “ Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise, God help me, 
Amen!” Let us keep religion outside our Lodges. 

But — we can’t give Utah three pages this time. 

M. * . W. * . Edmund F. Johnson, of Corrine, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.\ W.*. Christopher Diehl, of Salt Lake City, re-ele£ted 
Grand Secretary, and is also Chairman Foreign Correspondence 
Committee. 


VERMONT, 1875. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Vermont 
was held at Burlington, June 9th, 1875. 

Eighty-eight Lodges represented. 

One hundred on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. Nathan P. Bowman, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Under the head of Spurious Work, the Grand Master says : 

On the 10th of January I received a communication from a brother of 
Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 8 , at Morrisville, informing me that a printed 
work in cypher, called “Ecci Orienti,” was being sold in that vicinity, 
claiming to be the correct work and lectures of this jurisdiction and 
authorized by the officers of this Grand Lodge. I immediately directed 
the Grand Secretary to issue a circular to all the Lodges in this jurisdiction, 
warning the brethren against the use of the work and directing the Masters 
of Lodges to prefer charges and punish any Mason who should be instru- 
mental in circulating the work. 

All such books are thelegitimate successors of the “Mnemonics,” 
if the one should be patronized why not the others? We say 
away with the whole of them, but how to reach them, that’s the 
question. 

The Grand Secretary in his report says : 

The Lodges have done little work during the Masonic year. Twenty-one 
Lodges have done nothing Forty-two have taken one initiate each, and 
so on — two, three, and twelve. The returns show really a decline in the 
jurisdiction at large, but the spirit of Masonry is still abroad. The de- 
pression of labor and the financial stringency have undoubtedly retarded, 
in a measure, the increase of members. 

* ***** 

The union of feeling between brethren of different sections is another 
good sign of the prosperity of Masonry in this jurisdiction, and I trust 
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this may be encouraged in all sections of the State. Nothing is more pro- 
motive of this union of feeling than the visitation of Lodges to each other, 
which is not a burdensome task, but always proves a pleasant service. Let 
Lodges visit each other, and thus, by mutual acquaintance and interchange, 
breathe the true spirit and purpose of our beloved institution. 

This last is a good suggestion and we commend itto the breth- 
ren of this jurisdiction. » 

The committee on the republication of the proceedings reported 
that the u Record Book of the Grand Lodge from 1794 to 184° 
is missing,” the Grand Secretary was instrudted to issue a circu- 
lar relative to the missing documents. We have a few copies of 
proceedings between the years 1827 and 1846, which we would 
cheerfully loan the committee if required, one of them contains 
the Constitution of 1794* 

Transactions of local interest. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence — his eleventh — was 
presented by Bro. Henry Clark. The report embraces a review 
in the fraternal style of the author, of the proceedings of forty 
Grand Lodges — those of Minnesota for 1S75 included. 

On the lack of interest manifested by members of Lodges, he 
says : 

One attributes it to the want of care in the selection of officers ; another, 
that there is too much labor and too little refreshment, and we are losing 
sight that Masonry is a social institution. Still another says it is to be 
found in the almost universal negleCt into which have fallen the festivals 
of the institution. We are disposed to agree with the latter view, believ- 
ing if we visited more, came together oftener on public occasions, and 
thereby knew each other better personally, there would be far more in- 
terest manifested in the work of the Lodge and in Masonry generally. It 
is evident to the most common observer, that the regular communications 
can be made more attractive than by always following the mere routine of 
business. The conferring of a degree upon a candidate at each regular 
meeting has the effeCt largely to increase the attendance. If there was less 
“ rush” in hurrying a candidate through the several degrees, and only one 
degree at a time be conferred, there would generally be work, and it would 
work no hardship to a candidate to be three months in receiving the de- 
grees, and would be greatly to his instruction and advantage. 

It is a question whether our work and business is not drifting into mere 
formalism, and the social element being lost sight of. As one writer ex- 
presses it, “ Let us return to the ancient custom of refreshment — which 
almost amounted to the dignity of a landmark. Even if we cannot afford 
no more than crackers and cheese and a cup of cold water, seasoned well 
with wit and joke and brotherly greeting.” 
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He says in his conclusion : 

We believe there is no greater stimulant to our wide-spread Fraternity 
than the intelligence that comes to them of doings of the Craft elsewhere. 
Therefore the compiler has toiled, as a labor of love and devotion, to pre- 
sent to those whom he represents a faithful resume. None ’know the toils 
and vexations of a compiler of a Report on Foreign Correspondence until 
they have performed the duty. There is, however, a satisfaction that 
comes in the wages of love to him who toils for the benefit of others, 
while he fully feels conscious that his labors are unappreciated, and some- 
times severely criticised. Yet the consciousness comes to him amid his 
trials that a future generation will appreciate and honor his labors for 
the Craft. 

****** 

Masonry has been materially strengthened by the acceptance and ad- 
mission of “ good men and true, who have been welcomed to the privileges 
of the institution,” and yet the percentage of rejections is larger than for 
many years. This indicates a healthy condition, and is evidence of a de- 
termination to guard more closely the portals of the Lodge-room, and admit 
only those who will conform to the requirements of Masonry. Let us pray 
that the Guardian of Masonry will 

“ Show us the truth and the pathway of duty, 

Help us to lift up our standard sublime, 

Till earth is restored to the order and beauty' 

Lost in the shadowless morning of time; 

Teach us to sow the seed of many a noble deed ; 

Make us determined, unflinching and strong. 

Armed with the sword Of right, 

Dauntless amid the fight, 

Help us to level the bulwarks of wrong.” 

M.*. W.*. Nathan P. Bowman, of St. Johnsbury, Grand Mas- 
ter ; and 

R.\ W.‘. Henry Clark, of Rutland, Grand Secretary, were 
each re-eledled. 


VIRGINIA, 1875. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Virginia 
was held at Richmond, December, 13th, 1875- 
One hundred and forty-three Lodges represented. 

Two hundred and thirty-three on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. W. B. Taliaferro, G.'. M.*., presiding. 

Twelve Dispensations for new Lodgjbs issued during the year. 
We pi'esent a seledtion from the address of the Grand Master: 

A Mason once a Mason, always until death or Masonic extinction or 
suspension puts a period to existence, has been the dogma long espoused 
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by many; and it would seem to be repugnant to the great principles of our 
faith, that one who had retired from the active duties of the Craft, after 
having worked in the quarries with fidelity, and drawn designs upon the 
trestle-boards with distinction — honored and respeCted by the profane 
world, and held free from reproach by his Masonic friends — should be 
placed upon the same plane with one who has been suspended or expelled ; 
to the extent that he is denied the rights and benefits of Masonry. 

A non-affiliate relinquishes many privileges by voluntarily demitting 
from his Lodge. He ceases to exercise the right to choose the officers, as 
well as of being himself promoted to the honors of his Lodge — he has no 
right to participate with them in the social hours of refreshment and 
recreation — but that he should be denied the general right of Masonic 
association, and the privilege of Masonic burial, without any violation of 
Masonic obligation, seems a departure from the original design of our 
institution. 

****** 

Masonry is governed by universal benevolence and charity; it has no 
foundation upon pecuniary obligation or reward ; it is no trades union ” 
or co-operative community — it existed before the days of the Bounderbys 
and the Gradgrinds, and the iron age of faCt — and to retain and transmit 
it, in its old time purity, we must discard the compensation, quid pro quo, 
money, and co-operation features from its Constitution. 

From the decisions reported we select : 

1. A Lodge having conferred the E.\ A.*, and F.\ C.'. degrees upon a 
candidate, surrendered its charter, and afterwards the F ■. C.\ removes to 
another jurisdiction. Subsequently a new Lodge is chartered, with the 
original name, to occupy the old ground. Decided that the new Lodge 
has no jurisdiction over the F.\ C.\, but that he must apply to the Lodge 
nearest to his new home 

2. That the failure to obey a summons to show cause for non-payment 
of dues, is not such a violation of Masonic obligation as will subject the 
delinquent brother to trial for unmasonic conduct. 

6. That a Master Mason when sick and needing attention has not the 
right to have watchers detailed from among the members of his Lodge to 
sit up with and nurse him. 

7 That the Master of a Lodge does not possess the authority to detail 
and summon membeis of his Lodge to sit up with and nurse a sick 
member. 

8. That there is no penalty for refusing to obe}' the summons of a 
Master of a Lodge to attend upon a sick brother — because such summons 
would be illegal. 

11. A Mason removing from one Grand Jurisdiction to another, and 
fixingtherein his permanent residence, voluntarily renounces his allegiance, 
and has no claim to the protection of the Masonic power beyond whose 
jurisdiction he has removed. * 

13. An Entered Apprentice removing from a foreign jurisdiction, and 
permanently settling in this, may be legally passed and raised without the 
consent of the Grand Lodge, Grand Master, or subordinate Lodge to 
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which he was originally subject — but Masonic comity requires that his 
Lodge should be consulted before conferring the degrees. 

14. That a Mason who had been tried for an offense, found guilty, but 
not subjected by his Lodge to suspension or expulsion, but to the penalty 
of reprimand, was to be regarded as a member in good standing, and was 
entitled to Masonic burial, although the sentence had not been executed. 

16. That to relinquish jurisdiction over an Entered Apprentice or Fel- 
low Craft in favor of another Lodge, the resort to the ballot is not neces- 
sary, but the vote should be taken viva voce, and the majority ( should 
determine. 

18. That a member of two or more Lodges being suspended by one 
Lodge for non-payment of dues, stands suspended in all, and a restoration 
to the rights and benefits of Masonry in the Lodge suspending him, does 
not restore him to membership in that or any other Lodge of which he 
was a member, but to be restored he will have to petition each Lodge, and 
be subjected to the test of the ballot in each. 

19. That a Lodge reporting among its members one known to be sus- 
pended by another Lodge, is liable to discipline, and if it is brought to the 
notice of the Grand Master, the charter of the offending Lodge should be 
at once suspended. 

20. That a Lodge admitting to membership a member of another Lodge 
in arrears for dues, becomes responsible therefor, and a refusal to satisfy 
a demand made for the dues of the delinquent will subject the offending 
Lodge to a suspension of its charter, in the discretion of the Grand Master. 

One of the District Deputies decided : 

That it is not competent for a Lodge at one Communication, to correCt 
the record of a preceding Communication. 

We guess that’s so, but then why the record : 

“ The reading of the minutes of the last Communication were 
read and approved 

We find the following in the proceedings, but nary report : 

The Chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence asked for 
further time to prepare their report, and for leave to publish the same with 
the proceedings; which was granted. 

M.\ W.*. Wm. B. Taliaferro, of Gloucester Courthouse, 
Grand Master ; and 

u W.’.” John Dove, of Richmond, Grand Secretary, were each 
re-ele6ted. 

Since writing the foregoing, the painful news has reached us 
that R.‘. W.*. Bro. Dove is no more, he died in Richmond, 
November 25th, aged eighty-four years. 

Bro. Dove had been a Mason upwards of sixty-three years — 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge for fifty -eight years, and of 
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the Grand Chapter for about the same period, and Grand Recorder 
of the Grand Commandery thirty-one years, a length of service 
unprecedented in the annals of Masonry. He was the only one 
that we ever heard of that declined to receive the thirty-third 
degree. 

We have in the past had frequent occasions to express our 
veneration for Bro. Dove, we have not words to add thereto. 

WISCONSIN, 1876. 

The Thirty-second Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Wisconsin was held at Milwaukee, June 13, 1876. 

One hundred and seventy-two Lodges represented. 

Two hundred on the roll. 

M.*. W.*. Jedd P. C. Cottrill, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Four Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

Among the decisions reported we notice : 

3. Refused to allow the sale, within the jurisdiction, of a large plate 
containing the Lord’s Prayer, mingled with Masonic emblems and those 
of the so-called Eastern Star. Decision was placed in part on the ground 
that, while the Lord’s Prayer is one that every Mason conscientiously can 
and ought to use, } r et it was undesirable and improper to expose it for sale, 
surrounded and mixed with a garnish display of Masonic emblems, even — 
and in part, because of the aCtion of the Grand Lodge, last year, prohibit- 
ing all connection by Masons with the so-called order of the Eastern Star. 

We suppose that the decision is all right, — but, who but a 
Wisconsin Grand Master would ever have thought of the matter? 
If the Grand Masters would all unite and interdict the sale of 
certain books in their respective jurisdictions, we opine that the 
Craft would be benefited thereby. 

4. That the Grand Master could not, on application of the accused, 
after conviction, grant or order a new trial. 

5. That a W.\ Master eleCl could not receive the P.\ M.\ degree in a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons opened upon the P.\ M.\ degree, as a pre- 
requisite to installation ; and that he could receive it only in a regularly 
convened convocation of P.\ Masters. 

6. That if a Master eleCt failed simply to be installed at the annual in- 
stallation, he might be installed afterwards; that his predecessor would 
hold over until the Master eleCt was subsequently installed; but, that if 
the Master eleCt declined to serve, a new election, by Dispensation, would 
be necessary. Also, that when a Lodge had failed to eleCt its officers at 
the time fixed in its By-Laws, ,a special election under Dispensation was 
necessary, with all the brethren summoned. 
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They have as good Masons in Wisconsin as can be found any- 
where and yet they will have their own way, more than ten years 
ago we tried to bring one of their Grand Masters to our way of think- 
ing, he u respedtfully declined to argue the question in print,” 
we have labored — or thought we did — -with Bro. Cottrill, before 
he assumed the Grand East, but all of our hard work was of no 
avail, witness the following decision — 

10. That the jurisdiction of a Lodge over an applicant rejected in it, 
was not divested by his subsequent removal into the jurisdiction of another 
Lodge; and, that he might re-apply to the former Lodge. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence disagreed with the 
Grand Master on No. 5, they say : 

That any Master Mason who has received the degree of P.\ M.\, if con- 
ferred by a Chapter, is competent to be installed W. *. M.\ of a Lodge! ! 

We agree with the Grand Master. 

Suppose the I. O. O. F. or any other society should, to serve 
their own purposes, arrange as one of their series a degree simi- 
lar to one of our Blue Lodge degrees, would any Masonic body 
be justified in recognizing the degree? 

The Chapter, — an organization that neither the Grand or subor- 
dinate Lodge knows anything about, — incorporated in the series 
a degree styled P.\ M.\, and declared it the second of the series^ 
that body has no right to confer the degree except in con- 
formity to its own laws, viz. : upon Mark Master Masons, and the 
Chapter has no right to recognize the degree except as thus con- 
ferred. 

Before Chapters were thought of, as a qualification to serve as 
Master of a Lodge, the party was required to pass through cer- 
tain ceremonies and received certain information, these prerequi- 
sites were styled secrets of the Chair, in later times, degree of 

P.*. M.-. 

Now while there ma}' be some similarity between the two, 
they are not the same, the one is given as a qualification for the 
reception of other degrees ; and the other as a qualification to 
preside over a Lodge of Master Masons. 

The objects of the two are dissimilar, and should not be recog- 
nized as interchangeable. 

On No. 10, the difference between the Grand Master and the 
20 
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committee is about the difference between “ tweedle dum and 
tweedle dee.” 

The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin some way, at all times, con- 
trives to get the right man in the right place. Bro. Cottrill was 
relieved of the laborious duties of preparing the Report on For- 
eign Correspondence and made Grand Master, for which he was 
peculiarly fitted, at the same time they supplied his place on the 
Committee with Bro. Oliver Libbey, who presented a Report fully 
sustaining the reputation of the Wisconsin Committees. 

The proceedings of foi^-three Grand Lodges — including 
those of Minnesota for 1876 — are reviewed in the brief space of 
128 pages, and yet there is nothing of importance apparently 
omitted. 

Of P.*. G.*. M.*. Griswold’s address, he says: 

A considerable portion of the address is devoted to 1,1 colored Masons 
and colored Masonry,” and after a careful examination of his suggestions 
and recommendations upon this subject, one cannot refrain from express- 
ing the opinion that they savor rather of the arguments of an advocate, 
than the carefully considered statements of a judge. Several points are 
made against the policy and justice of exclusion, and the necessity of an 
early decision of the question is urged. 

He closes his review of Minnesota with : 

Since the above was written, Minnesota, by her addon, seems to be 
about to follow in the wake of Ohio. We hope Bro. Pierson will be on 
hand to sustain the “ Traditions of Freemasonry,” support constitutional 
law, and maintain the right of single and exclusive jurisdiction. 

We may be permitted to remark that Bro. Pierson will be 
found, as he has been in the past, standing by the “ancient 
landmarks,” and battling against any changes in the old customs 
and usages of the Craft. While he would sustain liberal construc- 
tions, he cannot sustain the taking down of all the bars. 

M.*. W.*. J. P. C. Cottrill, Grand Master; and 

R.*. W.'. John W. Woodhull, Grand Secretary — each of Mil- 
waukee — were re-eledted. 

Bro. Woodhull is also Chairman Foreign Correspondence Com- 
mittee. 


WASHINGTON TERRITORY, 1875. 


The Eighteenth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
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of Washington Territory was held at Olympia. September 22d, 

i 8 75 - 

Sixteen Lodges represented. 

Twenty- four on the roll. 

M.*. W.'. James R. Hayden, G.*. M.*., presiding. 

Two Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

A large part of the address of the Grand Master is devoted to 
the “ reunion.” He says : 

When it was proposed by M.*. W.’. Brother S. F. Chadwick, P.\ G.\ 
M.\, of Oregon, in his Report on Foreign Correspondence, A. D. i 874> to 
have a Masonic reunion of the Craftsmen distributed through, and now 
constituting three independent Grand Lodges, acting respectfully for the 
State of Oregon, and the Territories ot Idaho and Washington, the sug- 
gestion met with marked favor, and the Grand Lodges of Oregon and 
Washington during that year initiated movements to secure its consum- 
mation. * * * The original plan was a reunion upon 

the sea-shore, the incidents cultivated and intensified Masonic friendship, 
a clam-bake and a good time. Masons were to bring their families, camp 
out, cheer and be cheered by each other, — in other words, make one of 
those oases in life’s journey, ever to be remembered, because everything 
but what contributed to felicity was for the time to be forgotten. 

We anticipate that hereafter the Grand Lodges of British Co- 
lumbia, Idaho, Oregon and Washington Territory will date all 
documents years after the Reunion. 

About half the pamphlet containing the proceedings of these 
Grand Bodies is devoted to the good time had. Well,— we are 
only a leetle mite jealous that a similar “ reunion” can’t be had 
this side of the mountains. 

Transactions of local interest. 

Bro. T. M. Reed submitted a brief report. He says : 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, under the restraining order 
of the Grand Lodge, passed at the last Annual Communication, have but 
a very short report to submit at this time. 

We always enjoyed reading Bro. Reed’s reports, and regret 
the aCtion of the Grand Lodge. 

M.*. W.*. Thomas T. Minor, of Port Townsend, was eleCted 
Grand Master ; and 

R.-. W.*. Thomas M. Reed, of Olympia, re-eleCted Grand 
Secretary. 



WEST VIRGINIA, 1875. 


The Eleventh Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
West Virginia was held at Wheeling, November Qt h, 18 75. 

“ Every chartered Lodge in the jurisdiction was represented.” 

Sixty-seven on 'the roll. 

M.'. W.’. Robert White, G.*. M.-., presiding. 

Five Dispensations for new Lodges issued during the year. 

A new Constitution was adopted. 

The address of the Grand Master, as well as the transactions 
of the Grand Lodge, were of local interest. 

No Report on Foreign Correspondence, although provision 
was made. 

The total membership reported is 3,236. 

The receipts for the year, $2,371.50. 

M.*. W.*. Kephart D. Walker, of Fairmont, was elected Grand 
Master ; and 

R.*. W.*. Odell S. Long, of Wheeling, re-eledted Grand 
Secretary. 

WYOMING, 1875. 


We are in receipt of a pamphlet containing the proceedings 
had at a Masonic Convention held at Laramie City, December 
15, 1874, preparatory to the formation of a Grand Lodge for the 
Territory, and of the First Annual Communication, held at the 
same place, October 12, 1875. 

Four Lodges were represented in the Convention, three char- 
tered by the Grand Lodge of Colorado, and one by that of 
Nebraska. 

They started off right as the following resolutions, adopted after 
the organization, will testify : 

Resolved , That no subordinate Lodge shall allow its hall or place of 
holding Masonic meetings, to be used for danced or other amusements, 
after it shall be dedicated for Masonic purposes. 

Resolved , That the only penalty to be imposed by subordinate Lodges 
upon their members for non-payment of dues, shall be deprival of mem- 
bership ; and the member so excluded shall thereupon become non- 
affiliated. 

Resolved , That it is at variance* with the spirit of Masonry to make 
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nominations for officers in Grand or subordinate Lodges, and the practice 
is hereby prohibited in this Gran?) Lodge jurisdiction. 

Resolved , That the Grand representative system be approved by this 
Grand Lodge, and our Grand officers are hereby authorized to reciprocate 
such appointments in each particular, the Grand Secretary keeping a 
record of all such appointments. 

M. y . W.*. Edgar P. Snow, G.*. M.\, presided at the Annual 
Communication. 

He says in his address : 

I am pleased to be able to report that the members of the several sub- 
ordinate Lodges are taking a. deep interest in the work. One faCt, how- 
ever, deserves special notice, that the more scattered and remote the 
members are from the place of meeting, the greater the interest taken ; for 
instance, in Wyoming Lodge its members are scattered over a radius of 
one hundred miles or more from the Lodge-room, yet at every meeting 
there is a full attendance, and officers, though residing fifty miles distant, 
seldom miss a communication. 

* * * * * * 

In a new jurisdiction like ours, it is of the utmost importance that we 
commence aright; that we make haste slowly” in all our deliberations. 
Legislation too hastily done is infinitely worse than none at all, for it not 
only confuses and encumbers our proceedings, but it must, sooner or later, 
be undone. 

* * :fc * * * 

I believe that in no way can so much valuable information be obtained 
as through the Reports of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 
Mooted questions are discussed from every conceivable standpoint, grave 
errors are detected and pointed out, and that spirit of emulation as to who 
can best work, and best agree, is inculcated. 

****** 

Is it not a lack of interest in the order that causes our Secretaries’ books 
to be encumbered with delinquent dues, and our borders to swarm with 
non-affiliates ? 

Have we not too much labor and too little refreshment? Are we not 
losing sight of the great faCt that Masonry is a social institution, formed 
for the purpose of bringing us together as a society of friends and brothers ? 

In most Lodges, theW.*. M.\ takes the East at the appointed hour, 
calls his Lodge to labor, and the entire evening is spent in the work of the 
Lodge. At a late hour the Lodge closes, the W. \ M.\ comes down from 
the East, the brethren pass a few words of friendly greeting, and one by 
one file out of the Lodge-room, weary in mind and body, feeling that the 
time has not been well spent. The visiting brethren have no time to get 
acquainted; there is no cultivation of the social faculties, and the social 
character, the very mainspring of the institution, is ignored. 

But, brethren, it will be better for us to make fewer Masons and attend 
strictly to the duties we owe to each other and the Lodge. We must re- 
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member that we have other duties besides making Masons ; that we owe 
something to those who are already Masons. 

Let us see to it then that we make our Lodge-rooms attractive; let us 
make them homes for the brethren, places where all will find a hearty wel- 
come. Let us throw open the doors of our Lodge- rooms and have our 
wives, daughters, sisters and mothers meet us in a social way. 

This much to show the spirit that animates this new Grand 
Lodge. It appears to be well worthy of the recognition which 
it has received not only from its parent Grand Lodges, but from 
all those that have received official knowledge of its organization. 

Total membership, 232. 

M.*. W-*. E. P. Snow, of Che} 7 enne, was re-eleCted Grand 
Master ; and 

R.-. W.\ John K. Jeffrey, also of Cheyenne, re-eleCted Grand 
Secretary . 


The printerman says that there will be two blank pages in the 
last form, as we do not propose to permit so large a “ phat take,” 
we copy from the Veimont report a list of European, See , Grand 
Lodges with the number of subordinate — or as they term them, 
Daughter — Lodges, which may be of interest to the brethren of 
Minnesota, as showing the diffusion of Masonry over the world : 

GRAND DODGES OF EUROPE. 

Number of Daughter Lodges. 


x. Gr- National Mother Lodge zu den drei Weltkugeln (Three 

Globes,) Berlin 111 

2. Grosse Landes Loge von Deutschland (Grand Lodge of Ger- 

many,) Berlin 77 

3. Grosse Loge vonPreussen Royal York zur Freundschaft, Berlin 47 

4. tc von Hamburg, Hamburg 30 

3. “S. zur Sonne, Baireuth 17 

6. Grosse Landes Loge von Sachsen (Gr. L. of Saxony,) Dresden. iS 

7. Gr. Loge des eklektischen Freimaurerbundes (Eclectic Union,) 

Frankfort 12 

8 . Gr. Goge zur Eintracht, Darmstadt 9 

Isolated Lodges in Germany 5 

9. Gr. Loge der Schweiz Alpina, Neuenburg, Switzerland 27 

10. Gr. Lodge of Hungary, Pesth (for the 3 symb. degrees) 15 

11. Gr. Orient of Hungary, Pesth (A. & A. Rite) 18 

12. Gr. Lodge of England, London 1334 

13. Gr. Lodge of Scotland, Edinburgh 504 
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14. Gr. Lodge of Ireland, Dublin 337 

15. Gr. Orient of the Netherlands*, Hague 73 

16. Supreme Conseil of Luxembourg 2 

17. Grand Lodge of Sweden, Stockholm 16 

18. Grand Lodge of Denmark, Copenhagen 5 

19. Grand Orient of France, Paris 3 21 

20. Supreme Counseil of France, Paris 5 ° 

21. Grand Orient of Belgium, Brussels 60 

22. Supreme Counseil of Belgium, Brussels 11 

23. Grand Orient of Italy, Rdme *65 

24. Grand Lodge of Spain 

25. Grand Orient of Lusitania, Lisbon, Portugal 57 

26. Grand Orient of Greece, Athens 8 


GRAND LODGES IN AMERICA, OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Grand Lodge of New Brunswick, St. John 28 

<£ “ Canada, Ontario 281 

“ u Quebec, Montreal 38 

“ “ Nova Scotia, Halifax 59 

“ “ British Columbia, Victoria 9 

“ “ Mexico 12 

Grand Orient of Hayti, Port au Prince T 8 

“ “ San Domingo 6 

“ “ Cuba, Santiago 7 

“ “ Venezuela, Caracas 49 

“ “ Columbia, Bagota 

“ “ New Granada, Cartagena 223 

“ Peru, Lima *0 

** “ Chili, Valparaiso 8 

“ “ Argentine, Buenos Ayres 12 

“ “ Uruguay, Montevideo 17 

“ “ Brazil, La vradio, Rio Janeiro 5 ^ 

“ “ “ Benedidtinos, “ 48 


AFRICA. 

Grand Orient of Egypt, Alexandria 

Fraternally submitted, 

A. T. C. PIERSON, 

St. Paul, Jan. 8th, 1877. Chairman . 
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DIRECTORY OF GRAND LODGES. 


Grand Masters. 


Grand Secretaries. 


Grand Lodge. 


Name. Residence. Name. Residence, 


Alabama,.. Palmer J. Filluns, , , 

Arkansas. lM. I... Bell. ......... 

British Columbia. I^rnderick Williams, 
Cornual tout. ..... Edward B . Ri pwe, - . 

Gn lU’nnii a, ....... j atm Milts BrOivne. . 

Colorado, ........ Harper M. Omhotjd . 

Canada jamea R. lie it. ..... 

Delaware ........ Tims. N. WiM Lams,, 

Dist. of Columbia K, G, Davis.. , 

Florida , Luos WnsgaU:, .... * 

Georgia* ......... David 1£. Butler., . . * 

Indiana. * Trunk S. JjeybJ... . . 

Illinois,,. ........ Joseph Robbicis, .... 

Iowa, « * - Henry W, UatherL , 

Idaho. E, A \ Stevenson.. . . » 

Indian Territory. G. McFhersom 

Kentucky John H. Leathers... 

Kansas Isaac B. Sharp 

Louisiana John G. Fleming.. . . 

Maine Albert Moore 

Massachusetts . . . Percival L. Everett. 
Maryland. ....... John H, 13. Lfttrobe . 

Micfiiguii ........ Mathew II. Maynard 

Missouri ..... Xenophon Rylnud. . 


Mobile ....... Daniel Sayre. Montgomery, 

Pine 13 tuft, ... Luke E. Barber. . . , Little Rock. 
Bfequimujt.. .. Quote M- Chambers %- idlorin. 

New London, Joseph K. Wheeler, Hartford. 

Sim Francisco Alex. G. Abell..... San Francisco. 

Central ....... Ed, C. Farmlee, , . . George tuvrti . 

Toronto . , . . I , f , M^smi ........ Hamilton . 

Seafbrd., , .. . . William S* Hayes.. WiLmnigimi. 


layes.. Wilmington, 
lema.. VVsishlngtnn* 


SeafortL* ♦. w. \v iliiam S. 11 ayes.. | Wilmington. 
Washington,, Win. R. Singleton. J VYiishingtnii* 
Jacksonville . . b.C. Daw kins, . , , . I Jacksonville. 
Macon.., ..... J. E. Biitehshear . . . Macon, 

New Albany,. * bbn M. RramwuJl . IndiumtpnUji-. 

Quincy. , John F, Burnt I., , , .Springfield. 

Keokuk., , , . . . Theodore S, Pawln | lovvii City. 

Pin tj eer C ity . . C ha rl es Illmrod , . ’ 11 ni se City, 

Caddo R. P. Jones j Caddo. 

Louisville .... John M.Todd Louisville. 

Wyandotte... . John I-I. Brown Leavenworth. 

New Orleans ■ j.C. Batche!or»MD New Orleans. 

North Anson, Jm Berry Portland. 

Boston Cbiuks II . Titus. . . Boston. 

Baltimore . * Jacob IL Medniry. . RnlliituHe, 

MarqneUC .... Ellery L Garfield, . . Detroit. 
Lexington G. Frank Go uloy*. . St, Louis, 


Mississippi . John Y. Murry...., . Ripley., J.L. Power,, ► Jackson, 

Montana. Julian M. Knight. „ , Virginia City . Ccufftejins UbdgOR, ■ Helena, 

Manitoba \V , N. Kennedy. , , , , Winnipeg T, [ l , Bull ... ... , . W in nip eg. 

New Hulh paid re, John L Bell Exeter, ...... . Johli A. Harris..... Concord.. 

New jersey Marshall It, SiniLli. . Piissaic. . , . . , . Inbflplilt. Hough,. Trenton, 

Ni; w York’. ...... James W , J S listed . . . Peek aki 11,,.,. James M. Austin.. . N nv York . 

Wilmington. . Puna Id W, Bain.... RuJ&igb, 

Grand Island. William R, Bowen. Omaha. 


New York. ...... James W . 1 1 listed. . . 

North Carolina.. , ’Horace H, Munson. | 
Nebraska ........ Gen. H. Tliuinmetl. , 1 

Nevada 

New Brunswick. . Robert T, Clinch .... 
Nova Scotia,. .... J, Winburn Laurie. , 

Ohio,-.. - Chas, A. Woodward 

Oregon., , J . . U . K uuzie, . ...... 

Pennsyl vnrua Robert Clark, 

P. Edward I slti ml John Yeo 

Quebec, John II. Givihsim , - . , 

Rhode Island. . . . Nicholas Van Slyck. 
South Carolina.. . W. G. DeSaussure. . 

Tennessee E. Edmundson 

Texas M. F. Mott 

Utah Edmund P. Johnson 

Vermont N. P. Bowman 

Virginia Wm. B. Taliferro. . . 

Wisconsin J. P. C. Cottrill 

Washington Ter.. Platt Adams Preston 
West Virginia.*. George W. Atkinson 
Wyoming Tor . F. E. Addoms 


St, Joliiv. 
Halifax., 


. J. C. Currie Virginia. 

, •Wm. F. Bunting, . . 51, John. 
Benjamin Currtsn ► . , Halifax. 


Cleveland,. - John 1>, Citlthvdb. , CiiielmjiUi. 
Umatilla... - R. P. Earhart Purthvud- 
' Philadelphia.. John Timm sen. ... - Philadelpeia, 

port Hit' H, Willson Higgs.. ChdrlollnUnvn. 

Richmond .... J. II. Isaacson.. , . . . Montreal. 
Providence . . . Edwin Baker Providence. 
Charleston. . . . Charles luglesby.. . Charleston. 

Pulaski X?^ m Fdszfcll,. ..... Nashville. 

Galveston.... "Geo, H. ftdnglmrst Houston. 
Corinnc..., , . . Christopher Diehl. . Salt Lake City. 

St. Jahnsbury. HenryClark Rutland. 

GJoucesterCIi . 

Milwaukee.,, f . \V. Wnodhnll.. , . Milwaukee. 
Wfti tebu tg, , . - Th o mis M. R eed , - . Olympi a. 
Charleston, ... O, S, Long. .. WhetdJ ng. 

Cl leydnne . , . , . Wil 1 iam G, Tmv n . . Evanston . 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS 


Reductions, 


Work. 


Additions. 


NAME OF L0E£1£, 


St. Johns 
Cataract 

St Paul 

Hennepin 

Ancient Landmark 

Dakota 

Red Wing. ........ 

Faribault ...... 

MantdrviMc. 

Mankato .. 

Wapuhaea . . . . . * ■ . , 
MonticeNo.-.*,,.,- 

*H6kfth. . . 

Winona 

Minneapolis-... ... . 

Caledonia. 

Rochester. 

Pleasant Grove . . * . 
North Star. . . .. . ... 

Wilton 

W cslern Star 

Blue Earth VaNey. 
Clear Water . . . . . . . 
| Morning Star 

Ring 1 Hiram. .. .... 

B fim i . ... 

Star In the East.... 

OrientnJ , . 

ML Moriah ........ 

Preston 

Mystic Tie.. 

Washington ....... 

Fidelity 

Carnelnni .......... 

Her nn m 

Hope 

Harmony..... 


$69 50 
1 15 00 

91 So 

106 06 
156 00 
45 00 
71 00 
9S 50 
27 so 
66 00 

33 5° 

27 00 


97 00 

92 00 

23 So 

87 00 

38 5° 

50 00 

14 So 

45 So 
29 50 
21 00 
27 00 

51 00 

15 00 
29 50 


46 50 
4° 5° 
SS 5° 
28 50 

21 OO 

SS 00 
70 00 

46 OO 

37 So 

40 50 

39 00 
48 So 
3 1 00 
H So 
51 00 

54 00 
4a 00 
27 00 
35 So 

55 00 
26 OO 
75 00 

40 OO 

38 SO 
43 00 

47 00 
34 5° 
30 So 
S3 So 

20 OO 


44 King Solomon . . . 

45 Union 

46 Evergreen ....... 

47 Concord ......... 

48 j Social 

49 Rising Sun,. 

50 W atertown ...... 

51 Acada.. ....... .. 

52 C:Ln non River .. . 

54 Nicollet ......... 

55 Zion...,.,... 

56 Meridian ....... . 

57 BUte Earth City- . 

58 Sprine Valley . . 

59 | Temple. . . . ... ... 

60 Stir in the Was t. 

61 Ashlar........... 

62 Star 

63 Illustrious ....... 

64 Chain Lake. .... .. 


* No Returns. 
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STATEMENT D.— Continued. 




Reductions. 

Additions. 

Work. 

CO 


Number of Lodge. 

NAME OF LODGE, 

. 

c 

1 

g 

£ 

2 

1 

§ 

1 

tJ 

- 

w 

s 

i/J 

p p 

1 

T 3 

■- 

Q 

Adjoined. 

H 

£ 

in 

& 

T 3 

4 

I 

nd- 

•OJ 

1 

C- 

*5 

■irt 

« 

Total Amount of Fee 
and Dues. 

Total Membership fc 
next Report. 

6 t 



1 







J 

i 

$i 5 So 


°5 

66 

67 


1 







i 

if 

5 

28 


j 

4 



1 

1 



J 

3 

27 00 

28 50 

46 

69 



1 











* j 






i 

2 



7 1 



0 








1 


16 





r 








JUimusisska 

£ 







t 


‘T 


15 

74 

75 

76 











38 £0 

19 5 G 


J 9 PPE 1 - - 

3 

.... 

4 


1 



1 

1 


34 

47 

77 

78 

79 

1 uecan ....... 

4 




1 

2 


4 

4 

4 

6 oo 

35 °° 
[9 00 

&| 
34 jg 
17 00 

Palestine .... 


jL 




4 

1 


3 

1 

J 

3 

3 

59 

27 

39 

32 

Si 

82 

83 

a* 

Constellation . 

2 


" 


1 

2 

T 

4 

5 

2 

1 







3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

k 

30 

17 

46 

70 










■3 


High Forest ....... 

Tyrian... l + . - . - , — 





' j 





2 

05 

86 

O-r 

J 

a 




2 


g 

ti 

9 

47 Op 

6 

i 



T 

3 


1 

l 

3 

3 S 00 






2 


0 

& 


55 S? 

90 

9 1 











, , J 







3 

2 

1 



J 7 59 

£ 

Fraternal ■ — 











92 

93 









"j 1 

1 

t8 50 
38 00 
33 5 o 

36 CO 

18 50 
28 .00 

34 

49 

47 

37 

19 












94 

gj 


I 





1 


4 

4 

4 








3 

4 

■j 

90 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 


3 

re' 




3 


3 

4 

c 

4 

Charity »«.*.»* * ... . 

d. 1 







3 

t 

34 

43 

T 

3 

4 


;; 


2 


6 

6 

5 

4 

36 00 


7 

T 




2 

2 

4 ■ 

4 

33 00 

47 


/ 




x 

3 


2 | 

3 

2 

24 50 
26 00 

43 


0 





3 



B 

4 

28 

103 



2 

;; 





t 

3 

10 00 

17 







1 


8 

4. 

7 

7 

36 00 

36 





1 - - 





4 

£ 

29 50 
28 00 

37 

33 

l0 5 


2 

a 



I 

1 



5 

3 

1 

3 







3 

5 

7 1 
9 

23 50 
5 1 50 

26 

1 " 


I 





9 


9 

11 

9 

67 

IG9 









n 

13 

43 5 o 
18 00 

32 


! 







3 

3 

3 

21 

III 

Cim r er. . 

* * * * 





5 

11 


5 

0 

3 

7 

3 

7 

18 00 
5 1 5 ° 

28 

70 









5 

3 

5 

24 00 
15 00 

23 

Men. Frau kirn 






1 


3 

£ 

7 

3 

16 

1 14 
”5 


.... 




1 


7 

9 

41 CO 

46 







...... 


8 

k 

6 

27 50 

5 00 

21 










2 

1 

a 

17 

III 








.... 

3 

2 

2 

11 CO 

14 

119 

IVPfi 





.. 

1 

.... 

5 

9 

4 

I 

• 22 50 

23 









5 

25 00 

16 

120 






2 


S 

6 

5 

3 

2 

26 CO 

23 








3 


3 

3 

3 

18 50 

22 

122 

123 









'5 

4 

14 so 1 

. *3 







1 


3 

3 

18 co 

* 19 

u.TJ. 









33 

a 

7 

33 

21 

66 00 

24 









3 

-y 

7 00 

15 










7 

7 

20 00 

16 










6 

5 . 

5 

* 16 00 

m 

U. D. 

SwiX . 







.... 




it 

Ttoai 

363 _ 

179 

22 

_3 

47 

193 

>5 

5°9 

494 

■497 1 

$4p37 j 5 o 1 

1 6^0 
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APPENDIX F. 


ADDRESS OF R.-. W.\ E. W. DURANT, GRAND ORATOR. 

Most Worshipful Grand Master and Brethren : 

With a diffidence amounting almost to positive reluCtance, and an utter 
distrust of my capabilities for the task, I will attempt to fulfill in humble 
faithfulness the duty of addressing this Grand Body, imposed upon me at 
its last session. Recognizing that it is your province to command and 
mine to obey, I shall endeavor to comply with the requirements of our 
order, only soliciting, however, that you, my brethren, will accept my 
work in that spirit of brotherly love in which it is tendered. The lowliest 
offering upon the altar of the Craft becomes priceless as the wealth of the 
Indies when viewed through the sanCtity of the motive actuating the 
sacrifice. Under this aspeCt and these circumstances I address you in this 
our Annual Communication. 

Since last we met, brethren, day has succeeded night and night the day. 
Days have glided into weeks, weeks into months, the months into a year^ 
and the centennial anniversary of our nation’s birth is numbered with 
“tfie things that were but are not,” and with it have either vanished or 
ripened into full fruition the fond hopes, the bright anticipations which 
dawned with its dawn twelve months ago. 

The inception of another cycle, both of the nation’s history and of our 
order, finds us, as representative Masons, again assembled within the 
pleasant precin&s of this Lodge room, to gather from the south, the west 
and the east whatever is offered for the good of the order respecting the 
one hundred and twenty Subordinate Lodges within the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Lodge of Minnesota. And right here let me incidentally remark 
the progress of Freemasonry in this State. Rapid as has been the growth 
of Minnesota, unprecedented as it is in the annals of National or State 
history, the onward, upward march of the Craft has been co-ordinate with 
that of the commonwealth within which it flourishes. With a great seal 
of State springing into existence only twenty years ago, Minnesota is now 
known and recognized as u the bright particular star’’ in the galaxy of the 
Union, and Minnesota Masonry, with the youthful vigor and pioneer per- 
tinacity characteristic of its State, has as steadily ramified and as sturdily 
extended, until to-day are gathered in peace and harmony the represen- 
tatives of one hundred and twenty Subordinate Lodges, owing allegiance 
to this Grand Body. 
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the fraternal borders, the oil of a universal brotherhood assuages the 
troubled waters. The wine of universal relief cheers the downcast, and 
the broad bond of universal charity binds up the broken-hearted. 

Such, then, is the aim of Freemasonry, limitless in its extent, boundless 
in its beneficence, and noble as it is eternal and universal. And to incul- 
cate that aim, and to render it ever present to the mind of the worthy 
brother, the Craft has adopted certain symbols of such simplicity and sig- 
nificance that he who runs may read, and, reading, may understand, and, 
understanding, may view them everywhere and at all times. 

These symbols are written upon the face of nature; yea, they are part 
and parcel of nature itself. If the true Mason casts his upward glance to 
the blue empyrean, he is reminded of the first dawn of the science into 
which he has been initiated by beholding there the Sun that rules the day, 
the Moon that governs the night, and the Seven Stars that complete the 
unity of His order, and his recollection instantly, vividly grasps that 
“ third light,” which is the lamp to his feet, and the rule and guide to his 
aCtion toward his brethren and toward all mankind. 

Should the true Mason’s contemplation be occupied by the lowly Ever- 
green Shrub, he is reminded of the rough and rugged road, with death as 
its end, which is the common lot of mortals, but which is crowned with 
immortality ever blooming to the faithful, the just and the charitable. 

Should the true Mason view the wide expanse of the “ unbeginning, 
endless sea,” he is reminded that over the troubled waters of a deluged 
world the Ark once rode in perfect safety, to whose welcoming portals the 
white-winged dove bore the Olive Branch of universal peace on earth and 
good will toward men. 

Should the rough, rejected stone of the quarry meet the gaze of the 
Freemason, he is reminded that he, too, is without form and void, unless 
the hand of the Master Mason, guided by the square of virtue, hew him 
to true shape. 

Should the magnificent work of architecture engage the attention of the 
true Mason, he is reminded that the harmonious perfection and symmetri- 
cal proportion of the grand whole, composed originally of the rough 
ashlers, hav k e been accomplished by the application of geometry, from 
which his mental vision rises to the contemplation of the great first cause, 
the Supreme Grand Master and Architect, at whose fiat order succeeded 
chaos, and who is the bountiful creator of the limitless universe and ruler 
of all it contains. 

Freemasonry is everywhere. Its doCtrines, their inculcations and their 
exemplification are beheld in everything. “Wide as the world” is its 
command. “ Vast as eternity” its love. 

Such being, however imperfeCt and brief the sketch, the aims of Free- 
masonry, its benefits become self-evident. In point of faCt, its advantages 
are more than tacitly acknowledged even by those who have never been 
privileged to partake of its inner mysteries. 

So readily, indeed, have the benefits accruing from membership with the 
order been recognized, that — it must be sorrowfully confessed — many have 
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sought and gained admission within its portals whose sole incentive was 
the unworthy and base desire that, in some form or other, it might become 
“useful” to them. Such seldom, if ever, become “bright” Masons. 
Their very initiation cannot but impress them with the futility of their 
hopes and the delusiveness of their idea that Freemasonry is an institution 
to be carried in a brother’s pocket, twisted around his little finger, and 
turned to his personal aggrandizement when occasion or circumstance 
demands. Further, initiates thus hoping and thus believing at the outset 
of their Masonic career, not only turn out to be the drones in the hive, but 
frequently bring down upon the Craft unmerited opprobrium in the esti- 
mation of the uninitiated. Lukewarm and conscienceless in the beginning, 
disappointed on the discovery, at the very start, their pecuniary or other 
unworthy motives are dissipated like mist before the morning sun. These 
visionary brethren easily and speedily fall from grace, and so far from 
redounding to the credit of the Craft, become apostate in a greater or less 
degree, according to the measure of what little conscience and fidelity they 
may possess. In this way they may furnish a weapon in the hands of the 
enemies of the Fraternity, wherewith, if possible, to deal a home thrust. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out here how illogical it is for these 
enemies of the Fraternity to argue against the whole because of a part. 
To declare that one sickly sheep necessarily infedts the whole flock of 
Masonry, is to stab at mankind as a whole. To repudiate a confessedly 
laudable institution for the errors of a few, is only to derogate all from 
that which is good in human nature itself. 

Were the lives of wicked men to be adduced as a criterion wherewith to 
judge the religion they might choose to profess, the foundations of all 
virtue would be sapped, and moral ruin would inevitably ensue. 

But these arguments are only incidentally introduced, in order the more 
clearly to enforce upon the Craft how essential it is that the portals to the 
right to partake of the benefits of Freemasonry should be sacredly guarded 
against the approach of those who would unworthily or unwittingly enter. 
Say what you will, do what you may, the tree is likely to be judged by its 
fruit. “ Men,” our enemies will aver, “ do not gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thistles.” 

The remedy for the evil of the entrance of men tempted into our fellow 
ship by the dazzle of its real or supposed benefits, lies in the hand of every 
brother, and can be applied before the unworthy would initiate even 
knocks at the door. That remedy is the conscience-guided ballot, and the 
responsibility attached to a ballot, so guided, is extreme. Knowing your- 
selves the aims of our honored institution, assured heartily of its lasting 
advantages to the worthy, — and to the worthy only, — be prepared to exer- 
cise your privileges at the acceptance or rejection of every candidate for 
Masonic rights, titles and benefits. Perform that as a sacred trust. Re- 
member that every member brings, in a greater or less degree, weal or 
woe to the Fraternity. 

Neither hoodwinked by party fealty, sectarian bias, nor personal predi 
le<5lions or prejudice, cast your ballot in the name and for the sake of that 
universal charity which is the aim of Freemasonry, and whence, as from 
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a well-spring on high, flow over the sands of this world’s wilderness its 
eternally enduring benefits. Then you can exclaim : 

ft Masonic links compose a sacred chain, 

Of holy brightness and unmeasured length. 

The world, with selfish rust and reckless stain, 

May mar its beauty, but touch not its strength." 
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APPENDIX G. 


DISTRICTS AND DEPUTIES. 


The Grand Master has divided the jurisdi&ion into Districts, and ap- 
pointed Deputies as follows : 


First District. 

R.-. w.-. D. B. LOOMIS, D.-. D.-. 


St. John’s, No i 

St. Paul, No 3 

Ancient Landmark, No 5 

Dakota, No 7 

Mount Moriah, No 35 

Anoka, No 3° 


Acacia, No 

Zion, No 

Golden Rule, No 
Corinthian, No. . 
Newport, No .... 


5i 

55 

6S 

67 

118 


Second District. 


Cataract, No... 
Hennepin, No . . 
Monticello, No. 
Minneapolis, No 
Watertown, No. 
Star, No 


R.*. W.*. F. L. SMITH, D-*. D.*. 


2 

4 

16 

i9 

50 

62 


Howard, No 

Carver, No 

Khurum, No 

Excelsior, No 

Winslow Lewis, No 
Centennial, No .... 


82 

111 

112 

1 13 
125 
127 


Tliird District. 

R.-. W.'-. O. WHITMAN, D.\ U.\ 


Red Wing, No 
Wapahasa, No 
Winona, No. . . 
Oriental, No.. 
Mystic Tie, No 
Carnelian, No. 
Herman, No'. 
Harmony, No. 


8 

14 

18 

34 

37 

40 

41 
43 


Evergreen, No. 
Rising Sun, No 
Illustrious, No. 
Minneiska, No. 
Tyrian, No.... 
Pickwick, No - . 

Elgin, No 

Kellogg, No. . . . 


46 

49 

63 

74 

86 

no 

ii5 

122 
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lE^o-uLr-fcli District. 

R.\ w.‘. C. N. DANIELS, D.\ D.-. 


Faribault, No 

Mantorville, No .... 

Rochester, No 

Pleasant Grove, No 

Wilton, No 

Star in the East, No 
Washington, No. . . . 

Social, No 

Cannon River, No . . 


9 

11 

21 

22 
24 

33 

38 

48 

52 


Ashlar, No 

Tuscan, No 

Huram Abi, No- 
High Forest, No 
Adoniram, No. . . 

Relief, No 

Prairie, No 

Janesville, No. . . 
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. 61 

• 77 

• 83 

• 8 S 
.107 
.108 

• # I2 3 

.'124 


IFUrtJa. XDistriot, 

R.-. w.-. I. INGMUNDSON, D.*. D.*. 


Hokah, No 17 

Caledonia, No 20 

Western Star, No 26 

Morning Star, No 29 

Preston, No 36 

Fidelity, No 39 

Meridian, No 56 

Spring Valley, No. .. * 58 

Mystic Star, No 69 


Lansing, No... 72 r 

Brownsville, No 73 

Eureka, No 75 

Mystic Circle, No 78 

Orient, No 84 

Lebanon, No 102 

La Fayette, No 116 

Grand Meadow, No 121 


TDistriot. 

R.\ W.-. THOMAS MONTGOMERY, D.\ D.-. 


King Hiram, No 31 

Sakatah, No 32 

King Solomon, No 44 

Union, No 45 

Concord, No 47 

Nicollet, No 54 


Henderson, No 
Antiquity, No. 
Keystone, No. 
Charity, No. . . 
Delta, No 


80 

9i 

94 

98 

119 


Seventh. District. 


R.-. W.-. D. L. CLEMENTS, D.\ D.-. 


Mankato, No 

Blue Earth Valley, No 
Blue Earth City, No. . 

Chain Lake, No 

Madelia, No 

Joppa, No 

Doric, No 


12 

27 

57 

64 

66 

76 

87 


Good Faith, No. 
Libanus, No. . . * 
Prudence, No 
Fraternity, No. . . 

Bethel, No 

Ben Franklin, No 
Josephus, No. . . . 


90 

96 

97 
101 
103 
1 14 
128 
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Biglitli District. 

R.*. W.*. JOHN H. BROWN, D.\ D.'. 


Hope, No^ 42 

Temple, No 59 

Golden Fleece, No 89 

Sharon, No 104 


Sunset, No- 
Granite, No 
Swift, No . . 


1ST IxxtlCL District. 


R.*. W.-. E. P. BARNUM, D.‘. D.*. 


North Star, No 

Clearwater, No 

Star in the West, No 
Paynesville, No 


2 3 
28 
60 
7i 


Constellation, No 

Fraternal, No 

Unity, No 

Sherburne, No . . . 


T e m. t la District. 

R.\ W.\ J. A. OLDS, D.'. D.-. 


Palestine, No 79 

Corner Stone, No 99 

Aurora, No 100 

Shilo, No 105 


Mount Tabor, No 

Bismarck, No 

Moorhead, No 


109 

117 

129 


81 

9 2 

93 
95 


106 

120 

126 


A. T. C. PIERSON, 

Grand Secretary. 





